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CHAR L 

Of the Form of Government, and prefent 
State of the Republic of Venice. 

SECT. 1. 

Of the prefent State and Form of Government at 
Venice, including all the different Councils and 
Departments of the Republic. 

P revious to our hiftory, it may not be difagreeable 
to the reader, that we give a general account of 
the -origin, fituation, dominions, commerce, and 
policy of this ancient, wife, and once powerful 
republic. 

Little indeed can be affirmed, with any degree of cer- 
tainty, concerning the origin ’ of Venice^ few records having 
efcaped the ravages of time, and of thofe barbarous nations 
who over -ran the etnpire. Nothing butvvhat is con- Origin of 

je£l:ural, perplexed, and obfeure, can be gleaned from an- Venice* 
cient authors. They differ- from each other, fomeiiines from 
Mod, Hist, Vol. XXVIf, li them- 
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themfelves, and too often give us the fuggeftions of their 
own imagination inftead of fadfs. Polybius is of opinion, 
that the yendians are defeended from the ancient Veneti^ a 
people of Vannes in Bretagne^ conquered by Julius Ctefar% 
and fold for (laves ; by which means a great number of them 
were fent into Italy. But no great weight can be laid on a 
notion founded upon no better author!^ than a certain fimi- 
litude of manners and drefs between both nations ; efpecially 4 
as the whole is rendered improbable by the circumftanc c of 
their having been enflaved : it wa'7 not th^-^^'^rSttice of the 
Romans to eftablifh colonies of|flavco v/ith in the bowels of 
Jtaly^ and in the heart of the emoire. Coriielius J^epos goes 
higher, deriving their origin froM the Hcnetiansy a nation 
bordering on Paphhgonta. In •ais he agrees with Livy and 
CaiQ,^ who fcruplc not to af inn, that the Venetians are the 
lineal progeny of thofe Hend.ians,^ who, after the death of 
their leader Pilcmon^ put thr-infelvcs under the conduct of An^ 
ienar^ and accompanied ^im into Italy. It is thought % that 
difpofleffing the EuganemL^, the former inha^biunts of the Adri^ 
atic coaft, they fettled 2iV\A Aquileia^ extending 

themfelvcs over Brefcia^ Friuli^ and all that ntict oW^d 
bounded by the Po and Adda^ the lake la Garda^ ancien^ 
Benac^ the AIps^ and the Adriatic : Pliny comprehends un- 
der the province of Venetia the Eaft fide of Aquileia. * 

Historians are no lefs divided concerning the time and 
manner of building the city Venice. What the carlieft Ita- 
lian writers relate has much the appearance of panegyric, and 
hiftorical flattery. Jorandes affiims, that Attila advancing 
to Aquildoy the capital of the province of Venetia^ invefted 
it, and after a fiege ot three months, during which thegarri- 
fon performed prodigies of valour, took it by aflaulr, pil- 
laged and laid the city in aflies, putting all thofe to the 
fword who fell into his hands; intending, by this barbarous 
ufage, and favage ferocity, to (frike terror into the other 
cities, and frighten them into fubmiiTion. Some later wri- 
ters arc of opinion, that on this orcafion the inhabitants of 
the province of and the miferable remains of 

Verona^ Mantua^ Trevigio^ and other cities deflroyet^bjfc 
this barbarian, retiicd to the iflands on their coaft, and there 
laid the firft foundation of the city of Vcrice^ calling if af- 
ter the name of the province. Idatius and Jornandes fix this 
memorable event about the end of the year 4.51, or the be- 
ginning of 452 of the chriftian tera. 

^ Sabellicus 1 . I. decad. i. Br.oNn. Flav. Rcr. Ve- 
ROt* 1 . I. Sansovino, p. %. ' Univer. Hill. vol. 16. 
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Most writers date the foundation of the. city thirty-one Various 
years earlier ^ They fay, that after the removal of the feat opinions 
of empire by Conjiaraine into the Eaft, Italy was afflicted with concerning 
a feries of calamities, and perpetually harrafled with the in* it, 
curfions of barbarous nations : that the Hunm^ led on by 
jlttila^ that fcourge of humanity, after having defeated Ma- 
crinus^ governor of Pannonia and Macedonia^ was advancing 
towards Italy^ deftroyJlig every thing with fire and fword, 
leaving every where the veftiges of a difpofition truly barba* 
rous and hfuthl^that uftpn the news of his approach, the 
richeft and moll pSv^OTul tnnilies on the coaft of the Jdri^ 
atic Si ''^ruck 'With the tjtror of his arms, retired with their 
iTioft valuable effefls into little iilands of the Rialto^ as 
into a place of feenrity : l^^e they laid the foundations of 
a city which fliould prote£lth^i againft thofe barbarians, and 
fccure their religion, tMr libeiV» their families, and wealth. 

Thus they fuppofc, that yf/WA/^netraced twice into//fli^; a 
fail that*is difputed by other write®. 

The fituatioii of Venice is eq^iy ftrong, agreeable, ^iutaiioiiM 
romantic. It is built upon^y«jnety of fmall iilands on the 
Ri^'koj Tii^the Adriatic Sea^ or gulph of Venice^ Handing in 
4c)rty-five degrees, forty minutes North latitude. It is fur- 
rounded by lagunes or lakes communicating by fix different 
pallages with the ocean. Nor is the city more acceffible on 
the fide of the continent ; fince from all that trail of land 
bordering on the lagunes, only two palTes can be entered 
even by fmall boats. The waters are never frozen hard 
enough to fupport the weight of cannon, carriages, and the 
other necefl'ary appendages of an army. 

The natural advantages which Venice in point of fecu- 
rity, are however counterbalanced by foine not inconfiderable 
inconveniencies attending her fituation. They reckon among 
thefe, the danger that in prog refs of time the lagunes will 
be filled up by the quantities of fand carried down by the ri- 
vers, and of mud and flime thrown in by the tides ; in which 
cafe the city would becomeTdefencelef;, if not infupportablc, 
on account of noxious exhalations. To this may be added 
, tl^e incredible charge of building and repairing houfes, the 
very foundations of which are laid at a greater expence than 
in other countries whole edifices arc reared. Upon the whole, 
nothing can be more noble and beautiful than to fee one of 
the fiiiell cities in the. world rifing out of the waters, and ap- 
pearing to float on the ocean, which contributes equally to its 
ornament, conveniency, and fecurity. Its raagnificent pa- 

^Sasellic. Blond. Flay. Fori.ivi£NS|s, I. i. 

a laces, 
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laces, lofty towers, and houfcs wa(hed by the flood, form a 
mofl delightful and (Iriking fpeflacle : in a word, which 
ever way we approach this noble city, it fliews itfelf equally 
Inhahi- peculiar and majeftic. Travellers differ in their eftimate of 

tants. the number of the inhabitants. Some exaggerate them to 

300,000; and others^ with as little reafon, diminilh their 
numbers to one third of that fum : perhaps we lhall be 
nearer the truth if we calculate at a viediuin. 

Territo- As to the territories of the republic, they are flill confider- 
able and extenfivc, notwithftandm^ the Morea^ 

.'i fnuichia, and the chief iflaium . The 

/ dominions in Art/y confift Vf the Degado, or ^^icepro- 

pery the Pokfino de Rovigo, the Pamynano^ lA^cVeroni^e^ ihc. Cre* 
'ufeo^ the BergonuifLfj^ the Brefcii^'f^y the Trevifiana^ the Bellunefi^ 
-he VUentia^ the Felinno^ par;6 of Friuli ^ and the Cadorino^ a 
L ge and fruitful tra£l of cov^itry. 7 '^^^ dutchy of Venice and 
I rovince of Padiia^ in parti(^Alar, arc rich and populous : the 
latter, on account of its fertility, has been called the terref- 
trial paradife. Befides t^icfc thiiteen provinces, they 
likewife poffefs IJhia^ a ^ef^kffula bounded by Carniola on the 
Weft, and furrounded by the Adriatic Sea on theS^rarh, iforth 
and Eaft. In Morlachia they hold the dominion of a 
towns ; and the whole fea-coaft of Dalmatia^ except the ter- 
ritories of Ragufa ; to which we may add fume valuable iflands ' 
on the coafts of Epirus and Dalmatia 
Commerce. The trade of the republic has been much reduced for near 
two centuries, the greater part of it having fallen into the 
bands of the Englijh^ French^ and Dutch..^ Formerly the Ve^ 
vetians engrofled the whole commerce of Afia^ Turkey in Eu* 
rope^ and the iflands of the Archipelago : but the difeovery 
of America^ and the commerce carried on in the Eajl Indies 
by the cape of Good Hope^ has done them irreparable da- 
mage, and been more prejudicial to their ftate, than all the 
cxpenfive and bloody wars carried on againft the Infidels. 
Confiitu- With refpeif to the conftitiition of Venice^ it is juftly ap- 
tm. plauded by all the beft modern ^politicians. It has been af- 
firmed by Thuanus and others \ that, contrary to the nature 
of all other political and natural bodies, this republic will^ 
ever be exempted froni decay and corruption, as long as loe 
adheres to her firft and fundamental principles. The fol- 
lowing rcafons have been aflligned for the ftability of the Vene- 
tian government, and the duration of liberty amidft the many 
attempts of her potent neighbours and ambitious fubje^ts. 

. a 

® Atlas Geograph. Desdier. part 2. Salmon’s Modern State 
©f Italy, vol. IO0 ^ I'lillor. fui temporis, Oceana, p. 56. 

Her 
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Her firm attachment to her general principles ; it being 
a maxim of the Venetian government, that innovation and 
change produce greater abufes than thofe inconveniencics 
they were intended to remedy. Hence her decrees are ine- 
vocable. 

The prudent and wife manner in which flie has ballanced 
between the contending powers of Europe^ throwing herfelf 
always into the lighter ‘fcale, in order to preferve a juft poli- 
tical ballance. 

The knowTeY?^ judgrStnt, and experience of her fena- 
tors, who are obliged' lo^'erflrm a kind of probation in the fe- 
veral infi^c®: employmentSTOf the ftate, before they are ad- 
mitted to the higheil ccuncl^f the republic. 

The judicious and cqiiiwble diftribution of rewards and 
punifhments, as they are appoi^tted by the laws. Here alone 
it is, that the fmalleft offence a^^inft the ftate, or Aifpicion 
of an attack upon the liberty of people, is puniflied with 
immediate death ; While the induftr^us, ufeful, and ingenious 
citizen and mechanic, is fure of bein^tfewarded Here alone 
it is, that corruption and ves.?lk*/ are crimes of as heinous 
a na^frre a!s lYeafon ; that even an attempt to purchafe a place 
ufider the government, or a voice in the fenate, is made ca- 
^pital 5 that the nobility, officers, and gentlemen are forbid, 
under the fevereft penalties, to accept of prefents from foreign 
ftates ; and even the ambaffadors obliged to account, to the 
full value, for any gifts and favours conferred upon them by 
the courts where they refidc. 

We may add, the extraordinary fccrecy enjoined in all 
ftate affairs^; and the fevere and rigid laws againft the be- 
trayers of public truft, and revealers of the myfteries of the 
cabinet. 

The reftraints with w^hich the laws have clogged the pre- 
rogatives of the fovereign, who is in faft little more than 
prefident of the fupreme council of the nation, with the badges 
rather of rank than of power ; and the bounds preferibed to 
the wealth and ambition of tlTe fubjeil K 

The exclufion from all places of profit or civil power * of 
thCf^lergy and every member of the church, and confining 
their authority wholly to ecclefiaftical affairs. Among the 
taufes of ftability of this republic, wc may likewife reckon 
the patriotic difpofition and fincere love of their country and 
conftitution, obfervable even in the Venetians of meaner rank ; 

** Paruti, 1 . 6, Sabell. dec. 3. ^ PariA*. ibid. Sa- 

BELL. ibid. ^ Parat. Sabell. paflim, Flav; Forliv* 

daifim. ^ Bodin> lib. 2. Desdier, part 2. 
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the add refs and policy of her ambafladors ; the great riches 

her bank ; and in (hort, the very model and form of the 
conftitution and government j of which it may be neceffary 
to give a defeription, as far as we arc affiHed by the imperfe^ 
accounts of writers. 

The Venetian jcpublic is a mixed government, compounded 
of monarchy, ariflocracy, and a kind of democracy. The 
Venetians boalf that their conditiitiojif has continued above 
1300 years j though from their hiftory it appears to have un- 
dergone variotis changes and re^olutions^i(^T! 5 l 8 fl: hiftorians 
are of opinion, that the city wis Wigntally under the go- 
vernment of the confiils and mwiftrates but as 

they increafed in wealth and nAibcrs, that a deputy from 
each diftridi: or ifl&nd, in wly«m was lodged the Icgiflatlvc 
power, was eledfed. Itdoc^not appear at this dillance of 
time, whether this ciiangeAas elFeCled by force, or by the 
confent of the Paduans wc know is, that it happened 

about the thirty- third ^ar of the city. It might pro- 
bably be eft'eSed ^\s^:^iila entered Italy^ and deftroyed 
Aquileia^ Veronoy cities, by which means 

Venice received a great increafe of inhabitants, tfifkcon- 

fular power was aboliflied, and the tribunitian ellaWilhed jNi 
form that remained for near three hunthed years, until the 
city fell under despotic fway and the power of a fovereign,* 
who for many years ruled with almoft unlimited authority. 
We (hall have occaiion to remark, in the courfc of our hii- 
tory, the means uled to retrench his power, to limit the pre- 
rogative of the doge, and reduce the government to that mixed 
nature of which it now confifls. At prefent we fhall content 
ourfclves with deferibing the particular members which con- 
flitute the republic, and regulate the ftate. 

It is obfervable, that from the time the republic was firft 
governed by a fovereign, every alteration and change of the 
conftitiilion ferved to limit and retrench his authority ". I'he 
Venetians are perfefily fatisfied, that the liberty of the people 
is incompatible with the interefPs of the prince, who affumes 
a power Tuperior to the laws ; he is therefore not only fub- 
jei 3 cd without referve, but clogged by particular reflricSipnsi 
which w'ould feem to render his condition inferior to that of 
a private fenator. Difpatches are made in his name, and the 
letters of foreign courts addreffed to him ; but he delivers 
them unopened to the fenatc, and reports their anfwer to 
the ambalTadors. To keep him in continual remembrance 

*“Sabell. 1 . I. d. 1, Sabell. ibid. Flav. Blond. Forliv, 
If f. d. ). ^ DesdieRj p. 2. Burnet, p. 26 , 
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that his power is fubordinate to the fenate and council they 
forbear the examination of all propofitions made by the mi- 
iiifters of other ftates, until the doge and his counfellors have 
withdrawn. His anfwers to foreign minifters muft be gene- 
ral ; if they fhould prove difplealing to the fenate, he is fure 
to meet with rough checks and fenfible mortifications Nor 
is it in thefc audiences only the doge muft fquarc his condudl 
to the narrow bounds of his authority ; it is likewife in par- 
ticulars where his palfions, his humanity, and happinefs are 
concerned. can neither marry, vifit, or ftir out of the 
city without leave-*. V./.ieYcts foot on the continent, his au- 
thority ceafes and indejp, folitude and dependance would 
appear to^c tb6 diftingi.Nfliing and cffential qualities of his 
function. It is true, the ipge is addreffed with the refpeit 
paid to a fovereign prince ; 'he is attended with the enfigns 
and badges of royalty ; and in \Qiort, enjoys the whole pomp, 
pageantry, and cWcuniJiance of I'^wcr, without the authority. 

The. great council is compofei 5 tof all the Venetian nobility, T'fe great 
who have attained the age of twenty- five years. It frames comicU, 
laws, choofes fenators, confirrp/tiV cledlions of the fenate, 
nonjicia^'i'^^o all public employments, the podeftates, procu- 

tors, governors, &c. It reforms all public abufes and 
errors, holds the fupreme legiflative power, and is the firft 
tribunal, the bafis and lupport of the government. The doge 
is prefident of this council ; but its decrees and rcfolves are 
valid without his prefence ; his name, however, is ufed out 
of form and compliment. Upon the whole, the great coun - 
cil would feem to be a kind of mixture of the peers and com- 
mons of Great- Britain, The individuals enjoy the rights 
and privileges of the former, while the power of the latter is 
lodged in the body colledlive p. 

The fenate, or pregadi^ is that part of the conflitution fh^fineete^ 
where the executive power refides. All relblutions upon 
peace and war, treaties and alliances, are taken here. All 
laws made in the great council receive the fan£fion of the 
fenate before they pafs in«o a6l ; and k has the power of 
fending ambafl’adors, and the difpofal of many inferior offices, 

^ civil and military. Originally it confifted of fixty fenators, called 
ordinary \ fince, an addition of fixty more has been made^i : 
thefe laft are called extraordinary^ and compofe a junto ^ la guinta. 

The opinions are taken by ballot ; and to prevent confufion, 
only the members who immediately c.;^. -^ofe it, are fuffered to 
vote, although the great council, feignory, the forty 

® Howel, p. 56. p Desd. ut fiipra, Foucass. p. 56. 7. 

9 Sasell. Flav. 1. 1. d. 2. 

B 4 judges 
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judges of criminal courts have admittance, and the liberty of 
fpeaking for or againft the opinions propofed. As the fixty 
extraordinary fenators are annually chofen in the great coun- 
cil, and are either changed or continued as their conduct de- 
ferves, it attaches them inviolably to their duty, and prevents 
their abufing the authority lodged in their hands. The pro- 
found fecrecyof an aflembly, compofed of fo great a multi- 
tude, is very extraordinary: this the re^blichas brought about, , 
by the inquifition of ftate, the excluhon of all ftrangers, ec- 
cleflaftics, and even of their cavn relati^)M«9^and neareft 
connexions ^ 

The feignory, or council of t\jn, confifts.of the doge, fix 
members of the great council, anK the thrfee chi^Tjudges of 
the higheft court of judicature^/^ext to the inquifition of 
ftate, this is the moft formj^ble tribunal of the republic ^ 
The council of ten receives /ill accufations and informations 
againft perfons fufpe^led o^efigns againft the government. 
Three of their number cctffipofe the inquifition of ftate. They 
imprifon, condemn, an^xecute arbitrarily, without hearing 
the prifoner’s defence, jmNgr b perfon or by his advocates. 
They are the guardians of the^blic tranquility M-^teJ^over 
the welfare of the city; compofe quarrels, and fupprefs tuj 
mults ; keep a ftricSl: eye over fadious, turbulent, and ambi- 
tious fpirits ; regulate the coin, weights, meafures, and mar- * 
kets ; and are equally the terror of the nobility and commons, 
the prince and the fubjedl, and as odious as they are formida- 
ble. The executions and judgments of the tribunal of three, 
or ftate inquifition, are equally expeditious and fecret. To 
avoid public clamours againft their feverity, the offender is 
in the night thrown into the fea, upon the bare evidence of 
their fpics, or any two witnefles fuborned for the purpofe. 
But this injuftice and cruelty has been fomewhat remedied 
within this laft century. An unguarded word, ,the moft 
trifling infinuation, or indiredl refledlion upon the govern- 
ment; the being feen with fire* arms, and other frivolous in- 
diferetions, were formerly deemed crimes againft the ftate, 
and of fo heinous a nature as to merit immediate death or 
banifhment. Yet has this formidable tribunal been one caufe 
of the long duration of Venetian liberty, if a people groaning * 
under the tyranny of fo mercilefs and arbitrary a triumvirate, 
can be faid to enjoy liberty. 

The council called the favi^ or fages, confifts of fixteen 
peribns ; fix called the favi grande take cognizance of all the 

^ Desd. p/z. * Bodin, 1.2. Paul.Jov. 1, I. Cas- 
SIODORU5 Raven, p. 22 . 
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affairs relative to the fleets and armies of the republic ; five 
others confine themfelves more particularly to land affairs; 
and the remaining five arc employed in the care of the ma- 
rine, trade, and commerce- The former of thefe are called 
favi de terra firma^ and the latter favi de gli ordini^ chofen 
Out of the moft experienced perfons of the city ^ 

From thefe arifes another order or board, confifting of 
the doge^ the feignory^ and the favi^ in conjundJion ; and the^ignory 
this college is reputed tl!b moft .ufeful council of the ftate. and /awif 
They hear all Aset^fs fent to«,or received by the fenace, read 
by the fecretary"; Ia^v jya^i'udience to foreign minifters and 
agents, and take cognizance if all foreign and domeftic com- 
plaints, TTJTJs all'^atters oT ftate, unlefs they require ex- 
traordinary fccrecy and difpattin arc deliberated by the favi 
and feignory, in their feveral dep.»rtments ; by the college com- 
pofed of the union of both; hyWiQ fenate\ and laftly, by 
the great counciL Hence it is that^the refolves of the repub- 
lic are deliberate, prudent and perpelv'al ; and that her cau- 
tion and wifdorn have been the admirhion of ages. It muft, 
however, be acknowledged, that wi^tt\thcy ftilc the bafis of 
governnaei#,* ^d prop of the clMliitution, the ftate inquifi- 
ticvi, and its horrid train of fpies, emiflarics and informers, 

#wears an ugly afpedl, and contradifls the practice of the moft 
Civilized nations and beft regulated ftates. It may have dif- 
covered attempts, and fruftrated confpiracies againft the go- 
vernment ; but furely nothing can reconcile a man, born un- 
der the influence of liberty, and nurfed in the lap of freedom, 
to fo horrid, cruel and arbitrary a jurifdiftion. Informers 
have ever been efteemed the pefts of focicty, and inftruments 
of tyranny ; and they were the deteftation of Greece and 
Rome^ as long as liberty remained. But Venice gives them 
the proteiiion of her laws, and penfions from the govern- 
ment, upon the moft infamous and pernicious footing ; their 
informations are received in a fccret manner, thrown into a 
ftone appropriated for that purpofe, and anonymous. Thus 
the excellencies of the VeneUan conftitution are weighed 
down by faults of fo grofs and enormous a nature, as one 
vjoujd think lefs tolerable than the moft defpotic and ab- 
folute monarchy. 

Of all the ecclefiaftics in EuropCy thofe of Venice alone arc 
excluded the councils and public employments of the ftate. 

The republic has laid it down as a principle, that flie fhould 
have an abfoliite fway over her fubjefis of every condition an^l 
degree. The interdiflion of Paul the Vth. js a no^le inftance 

^ PfiSDIER, “DfSOIER, 


of 
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of her adherence to this maxim. The pope is deemed a 
mere temporal prince, and the patriarch a cypher at Venkw, 
The republic is fupreme in all caufes, aixl over all perfons, 
eccle(iaAical and civil, within her dominions." The govern- 
ment of the church is divided between the patriarchs of Fe- 
nice and AqmUia : the province of the former is confined to 
the city ; of the latter to the continent, who is more inde- 
pendent and better fupported by the fpiritual authority of ti)e 
pope, than his brother prelate. Ae is appointed by the ie- 
nate, who oblige him to chufe ^ noble J^netian for his coad- 
jutor. As the patriarchs areffi;^i:,j}gpiintted to nominate to 
the cures or benefices of the c^, or dut<;hy of Venice, fo their 
credit is no gtca^er than thSr authority; rilb priefts and 
religious decline their jurilUjiftion even in ecclefiaftica) af- 
fairs, in favour cr other trmunals under the influence of the 
fenate. In Ihort, the fjfverity of the republic not two 
centuries ago to the jefi^s, has ever fince humbled the am- 
bition of the clergy, adu kept them in a i'ervile awe and 
flavi(h dependance on me civil power. 

SECT. 11. 

• 

Of the Jirft Eftablijhment of Government Venice j 
the Abolition of the Confular, and frji Injiitution of 
the Tribunitian Power ; the firJtlVars carried on by 
the City •, its Progrefs to Confequence and Grandeur ; 
and the Alteration made in the Conjlitution by eleSi- 
ing a Doge in the Room of the T ribunes. 

ji, jy, hiftorians of-the earlier periods of the republic feem 

421. *** to have fupplied by fidfion what was wanting upon au- 

thority ; and to have filled up the chafm in annals and records 
' from the fertility of their own invention. They aie profufc 
of their encomiums upon the* regularity, order, ftriit piety, 
and morals of this infant city, but extremely fparing of fa£ls, 
ne Jirft If we credit them % the great delicacy and fcrupulous dltaA- 

eftabhjh- nefs in the choice of members compofing this little commu- 
fmni of go - is beyond example : thepureft religion, the moft un- 
mernmtnu blemifhed morals, rigid virtue and integrity, together with a 
certain degree of wealth and quality, were the indifputable 
qualifications of thofe admitted to the privileges of the city. 

^ Blokd. Flay, de geftis Venet. Sabbllic. 1. i. d. i. 
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Cassiodorus ^ relates, that one would have taken this 
multitude of people rather for a numerous feminary of phi- 
lofophers living at their eafe, cultivating the duties of religion 
and virtue, and enjoying a perfe6l tranquility, than for the 
concourfe of a diitreffed, clamorous, and difordcrly rabble* 
They contended not in luxury, oftentatioii, and cxpencc; 
but in moderation, chaftity, and virtue. Riches, honours, 
ivnbition, and the train of evils which conftitute the great 
concern of the reft of mankind, had no charms for the 
neiians : rich and poor lived upon a familiar equality. Pro- 
perty was common to 'ih, -iia^entirely devoted to the occa- 
(ions of the public.. Merit yas the only dlftincbon ; that 
alone was elfe^mcd*true nobility which was acquired by vir- 
tue. Induftry and frugality wpre commenced, as they were 
ufeful to the community; virtue' and piety, as they ennobled 
the man by the practice of what became a rational creature. 
Upon thele their conferences turn.^d, and upon thefe alone 
their quari^Is, if any, arofe. Power and authority were 
conferred on modeft merit; the voluptuous, the pre fuming, 
and worldly-minded, were exclude;!’ I'lom public truft and 
credit. JUm-h 4s the pi£ture drawn by the earlieft writers of 
thif happy ftate, to which perhaps we may venture to accede, 
►under certain reftridions. 


* Under fuch happy aufpices did this republic receive her 
firft laws, ordinances, and regulations ; in fuch pradices and 
ftudies did fhc pafs her amiable infancy. A total chafm ap- 
pears in hittory ' from the lixth year of the city until the abo- 
lition of the confular, and cftablifliment of the tribunitian 


power, twenty- five years after, jiquileict^ Verona^ and many 
of the cities and provinces upon or near the fca-coaft, hav- 
ing been deftroyed about this time, f emce received a gr&t 
increafe of inhabitants. The niifcrable remains who had 
cfcaped the rage of the conquerors, fled to .it in crowds, and 
fo augmented the number of citizens, that Venice was con- 
fiderably enlarged, a great number of iflands taken into its 
compafs, and the diflrids and fevcral wards multiplied^. 
Upon this a new divifion of the city was made, each ward en- 
jpy VS peculiar rights and immunities, at the fame 

time that it compofed one whole. Hence the confular go- 
vernment was thought inconvenient. Either foine wards 
muft enjoy privileges fuperior to the reft, by the confijils chofen 
out of them, or a conful muft be eleded from each ; which. 


Change if 
go‘verH* ' 
7neni. 


on account of their number, as well as the dignity annexed 


Apud Sabehlic. Sansovino, ibid. 
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to the fundion, would create an expence to the public alto* 
gcther irifupportable. To obviate every difficulty, a fchcme 
was propofed for new-modelling the government. A general 
aflembly of the nation was convened ; and, after fome warm 
debates, and keen altercations, the following propofals were at 
Tribtmes length aflented to, arid ratified by a majority, viz. That ** a 
fkSid. tribune ftiould be yearly appointed by each diftridt or ifland 
compoiing the ftate : that they (l^ould have power to take 
cognizance in all caufes, over all perfons, and to decide all 
controverfies arifing within their feveral Jurifdidlions ; that 
theyfliould imprifon, condemoVattd acquit within the limits 
of their ward ; but that an app^l, in dubious cafes, or where 
the parties complained of injullicc, mig^ftt be*^ nade to the 
fuperior aflembly# of the nation : that this great aflembly or 
council (hould confift of all the perfons pofleffing a certain 
property, and of a certain degree of quality within the city : 
that itfhould be fupreme^n all judicial cafes : that it fliould 
poflefs the legiflative and executive authority, with a power 
of entrufting what part of the latter it thought fit, to the tri- 
bunes, or other magi^rlttes 1^, them appointed ; and that it 
Ihould have the power of nominating to all plae^o^ offices, 
and public trufts, that of chufing the tribunc:> alone excepted. 
Such was the plan of government which fucceeded the con*' 
fular, and continued, with little variation, the fpace of neaV 
three hundred years, until the power of the tribunes was funk 
in the authority of a duke or doge. 

After the deftruflion of Padua by the Lombards^ the Ve-- 
Jietians were not only become a free and commercial people, 
but a (late of confiderable importance on the continent ; the 
7hejirfl n^fters of a fleet, and body of land-forces. Their firft dif- 
nvars car- putes were with the Lombards^ who having feized upon Fri- 
Tied on by the province of and almoft all the territories of 
Vemce, the infant republic, confined the dominion of Venice within 
a fmall compafs. We know nothing of the ifliie of this 
this quarrel. 

Historians make the firfb mention of the Venetian fleet 
about this period The IJlriam and Dalmatians had made 
fome defeents upon the (kirts of the city of Venice^ pluntfonng 
fcveral houfes, and ufing violence on the inhabitants. They 
had likewife difturbed their commerce, and committed depre* 
dations upon the merchants trading to the iflands of the Ar^ 

Sabellic. 1. I. d. I. Desdier. p. 2. Boniten. Conir 
ment. 1. i. ^ ® Sapeluc. 1. i. d. i. Boniten. Com. 

Paul. Diacok. 

chipeh^o^ 
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chipelagOi and maritime cities of Italy* The Fenetiam ^ fitted 
out a fmall fquadron, and immediately failed in purfuit of the 
enemy 9 without any formal declaration of war. Having come 
up with the pirates, they attacked and defeated them, defiroy- 
ing a great number of (hips, obliging them to fue for peace, 
to give hofiages for their condudt, and make reparation for 
the damages the republic had fufFered. 

. Not long after, an infult was offered to the republic by 
the Tergejiines^ the inhabitants of Triejlc^ who landing fud- 
denly, carried off a npmber of j:he citizens. « Pietro Candiano^ 
a leading man at that time, \vas appointed to revenge this 
unprovoked affront% . His dil^^ence was fo great, that the 
fame day two^Aips of war were equipped, and under fail to 
feek the enemy, with whom he came up in die evening. He 
gave immediate orders for the attack, defeated the enemy, 
retook his countrymen, and carried the Tergejiines prifoners 

into Venice. Thefe are the firft inftances we have of the 

prowefs, fpkit, and refolution of this republic. 

A degree of confidcration and eftcem among the neigh- Venice 
bouring powers was acquired by thefi firft exploits. Their acquires 
reputatioirpieffirved the Venetians for fome time unmoleftcd, efleem tind 
and#fuffered them to purfue the arts of peace, to beautify ^^^Mnence* 
^heir city, frame laws, eftablifli good order and difeipline 
aifiong the fcveral degrees of inhabitants ; to profecute their 
trade, commerce, manufadures, and every fpecics of induf- 
try ; by means of which they, in a (hort time, attained to a 
high pitch of affluence and power. 

About this time the republic entered into treaty with the 
brave Narfes^ lieutenant of JuJiinian^ who had been fent to 
refeue Italy from the ufurpation of the Goths. The Venetians 
made no fecret of this alliance : they publicly affifted him 
with arms, money, and (hipping, and every thing elfe fti- 
pulated or required. Toilla^ who commanded ’the Gotbs^ was 
encamped upon the banks of the river Adiee^. In order to 
come up with him, without fatiguing his troops by a laborious, 
long, and difficult march, Naifes rcfolved to tranfport his ar- 
my by fea to Ravenna ; this the Venetian fleet executed, 
co^ftjjig along the Italian fide of the gulph, and landing the 
.troops fafe without the lois of a (ingle (hip. The foundings 
were perfedly known to them, having by this time acquired 
a confiderable (kill and experience in maritime aftairs. We 
are not informed what (hare they bore in the adion, or 

^ Sabell. I. d. T. Fouoass. 1 . 1. ( 1 . I. Blond. Flav. 
de geil. Venet. ? Sabell.]. i. d. i. Boniten, ].*f. Blond. 

Hift. p. 298. SABiiLL. ibid. Blojjd. Flav. de gefl. Venet. 
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whetlier any of their forces were prefent ; all we know is, 
that Narfes having gained a complete viflory, exprefled his 
fenfe of the obligations he lay under to the Venetians^ by fc- 
vcral rich prcl'cnts, high marks of diftinflion, and particu- 
larly by building two fine churches, dedicated to the faints 
Theodore and Gcrmlman ; the oldeft public buildings befidcs 
St. Mark's and St. Peter's^ in Venice. Thefe are all the par- 
ticulars with which hittorians havg favoured us, of the pubHc 
tranfaftions of the Venetians for the fpace of two hundred and 
feventy-two years. Nor havejhey been-more particular con- 
cerning her domefiic condudt. It is true, indeed, that a new 
founded ftate, ftridious of Aifing herjgflf her induftry, 
commerce, frugality and prudence, little connecled with 
other nations, Solitary by Situation as well as from inclina- ' 
tion, and chiefly bent upon cultivating peace, and reaping 
the fruits of tranquility, is capable of furnilhing but few of 
thofe events which are thought worthy of being tranfmitted 
to pofterity. 'Fhey now indeed bepin to be iflore minute; 
and exhibit a particular detail of that great rc'^olution which 
brought the repubUc intp the hands of one man. after hav- 
ing abolifhed the power of the tribunes. We aTX^told, that 
the magiftrr.tes ufing their power wantonly, afliimii).':^ afl au- 
thority fuperior to the laws, piinifliing ofiFences con inkfeti 
rather againft their own perfons, than againft the ftate, had 
become odious to the people ; that their private diflentions 
had fpread the feeds of ciifcord, and excited a ferment over 
the whole city, fo as wholly to alienate the minds of the pub- 
lic from the eftablifhed government; that the attempts of 
the Forliansy a little ftate in their neighbourhood upon the 
continent, who had endeavoured to draw fome advantage 
from the civil broi^of Venice^ had encreafed the general dif- 
like to the power of the tribunes. 7'o thefe caufes may be 
added, the depredations committed by the Lombards^ with 
many other grievances, w’hich, on account of their domeftic 
quarrels, they were unable to repel. In this fuuatiori a 
general council was demanded by the unanimous voice of the 
public, that the fiatc of affairs might be canvaffed, and the 
conftitution new modelled. ^ c 

Clangeof The affembly of the nation having met, the bifliop of 
govern- Grada was chofen to prefidc, attended by a numerous body 
cf the fuperior clergy ; from which wc may obferve, that ec- 
clcliaflics had not as yet been excluded from the government. 
Nothing but cempluints, murmurs and revilings againft the 
Iribunts ct*uld bj heard. Tney were accufed of extortion, 
crneltv, murder, and tyranny. It was aflerted, that the re- 
puL'iic muft fall ; their liberties be annihilated; their wives and 

2 children 
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children expofed to the unbridled luft, and their property to 
the rapacious avarice of thofe merciieis tyrants, unlefs an end 
was put to their authority, by introducing another form of 
government. After various fpeeches, debates and propofals, 
the aflenn&y proceeded to bufinefs. Numberlefs defedls in 
their prefent conftitution were remarked. They obferved, 
that a power of convoking the great council was lodged in no ^7* 
part of the ftate ; that th^ various opinions and clafliing in- 
terelfs ot fo numerous an aflembly, without a head, was at- 
tended with difeord and aniffotity ; that having no one to 
direct their proceedings, they were flow, irrefolute, and with- 
out vigour in their 'mealures that the public affairs were 
condudled rather according to the paflions and intereft of fac- 
tions, than the occafions of the ftate i and,* that the execu- 
tive power was neccflarily transicrred to the tribunes, who 
were often ignorant, of mean extraction, and low fortune 
Hence arofe the abufe of their authority ; ignorance is ever 
the foundation of conceit ; meannefs of inf<^!cnce ; and po- 
verty begets oppreflion and avarice. They likewife rem rked, 
that unanimity and concord could never cxiff in a ftate, viherc 
the chief .iTernbers were unconnefled ; that the tribunes, be- 
ing excluded from a feat in the aflembly, miift of coune be 
igjiorant of the fenfe and fpirit of many of tlic laws committed 
to their care ; that as they forpied no regular council among 
themfelves, the diftrlbutioii of juftice muft vary in the feveral 
RiftriCls of the city ; the laws be local ; one part of the na- 
';2lon groaning under bondage, while the other enjoyed thi;; 
fweets of liberty y and the happinefs of the people depcndnig 
upon the humour, difpofition or caprice of a few petty ma- 
giftrates^ The refult was, to abolilii the tribun itian power,, 
and in its ftead to eleCt a duh or doge, in whom fliould be 
vefted the fupreme authority. He was to reprefent the ho- 
nour and majefty of the ftate ; to have refpeCl and diftinc- 
tion paid him fuperior to what the tribunes, or even the con- 
fuls enjoyed; he was to aflemble and prefide at the great 
council ; to have a cafting v<ne in all difputed points > to 
nominate to all offices, places and preferments ; and laftljr, 
tt^er^oy the fame fupremacy in the church as in the ftate 

PAULATIOy of HeracleOy is fuppofed to have procured PaulatiOy 
the election to fall upon himfelf, by his dexterity, addrefe, and the jirft 
intrigues. He was a man of fine talents, fpecious eloquence, 
handfome and intrepid. His generoficy had made him popu- 
lar, and his experience in public bufinefs neceflary in the af- 

• 

^ Sabkll. Blond, ut fupra. ^ Bonitex. Com. 
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fetnbly. He never countenanced 'thofe factions which dif* 
turbed the tranquility of the republic, though it is imagined 
that when difeord ran high, he applied to his own purpofes 
the divifions which he could not heal. In ihort, his cool 
prudence, his infinuating manner, and artful condud, had 
lb greatly influenced the aflembly, that he was cle£led fove- 
reign by the unanimous concurrence of the council, to the 
great joy of the people, who w|re extravagant in the de- 
monftrations of their fatisfa£tion. 



P AU L A t"iO, Doge 1 . 

The new doge began his adminiilra^ion with reforming 
abufes, infpediing the conduct of the late magiftrates, framing 
laws with the fanftion of the general council, putting the fleets 
into a refpeftable condition, adorning the city, and extending 
commerce, encouraging induftry, and rewarding merit; in 
fhort, by every aflion which could render his pej;fon beloved, 
or his people happy. He formed an alliance with Luitprand 
duke of Farli ; fome fay he conquered him. He extended 
the limits of his nati^fe city Heradea^ now under tb^ominion 
of the Venetian republic, from the river Pavia tome rivulet 
called Pavkola, By his mere authority and intereft he induce^ 
the Equilinei (foppofed to be the fame with x\iQ fefidans) <o 
acknowledge the fovereigiuy of the republic To fum up 
all, he made the nation happy, powerful, and wealthy* 
After a reign of twenty years and fix /noriths, he died uni- 
verfally regretted and oeloved. He was the firfl:, and the 
was one of the beft princes Venice ever faw. His ambition 
terminated in the good of the public, infomuch that he ne- 
glcfted the interefts of his own family, to give his whole at- 
tention to the aggrandizement of the country over which he 
was fovereign. 


MARCELLO, Doge II. 

A. D. MARCELLO of HeraclOe^ or, as Sanfivino calls him, 
717. Tegdiano, fucceeded in the dogelhip. All that 

hiftory relates of him is, that he was wile, prudent, ani w*r- 
Marcello, Writers have not informed. us of his exploits, nor of 

' the tranfaflions of the republic during his adminiftration. 
Some indeed affirm, that no fgch perfon ever exifted, or at 
lead afted in quality of doge ; but Sanfovino ® and Sahellicus p 
relate, that he reigned nine yeais, and died with the reputa- 
,tion of able politician and brave foldier. Indeed the 


” Sabellic. 1. d. I. ^ Chron. Venet, p L. 1. d. i. 
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writers of the firft 400 years of the republic, are rather 
biographers than hiftorians ; they entirely 'flip over the af- 
fairs of the public, excepting where the doges are immedi- 
ately concerned. This it is that renders every account we 
have hitherto feen of this early period lame, barren, and de- 
fective. 


HTP^rO, Doge III. 

At the death of AlarcfjUo^ the great council met for the Hypato, 
election of a new doge, i|hen Horleo Hypato^ commonly 
Ailed Orfo^ was pteferred to the other candidates. As he 
was a great v^rriof and politician^ the council looked upon 
him as the perfon be A qualified to conduCfcthe Aate at a cri- 
tical juncture, when all their prudence and fortitude were re- 
quired. The Lombards^ having feized Upon Ravenna^ and 
depofed the exarch^ were become formidable to all the pro- 7 ^^* 
vinces upon the coaft of the Adriatic The doge was hardly 
fettled in his new government, when tlie fugitive exarch came 
to implore his afliAance to reinAate hina in his authority, and 
refciie cit^ out of the hands of the Lombards. Horleo 
Hypato^ fenfible that no time, ought to be loA in giving a tians ex- 
^check to this enterprifing people; and willing at the fame tend their 
time to do honour to the requeA of pope Gregory the third, politics. 
who warmly efpoufed the exarch, prepared a fleet and army, 
with all poflible expedition, to oppofe the barbarians. All 
things being in readinefs, he landed his army, and laid fiege 
to Ravenna \ took and reflored it to the former inhabitants, 

^vho immediately replaced their baniAied exarch. What the 
Venetians had hitherto done, was by way of retaliation, or 
in felf-defence : with Narfes they aCled as auxiliaries ; but now 
extending their politics, they became principals, and conduCled 
a war with which they had nothing to do, without any other 
afliAance than the fpiritual endeavours of the pope ; which 
would have afiforded but a flight protection to the exarch 
againA the power of the Lombards 

Abovt this time the affairs of the republic weit diAurbed 
W fome divifions in the church. Calixtus bilhopof Aquileiaj 
mfdaining to acknowledge the fuperiority and jurifdiClion of 
the new fee of Grada^ raifed a little army, and over-running CiW di- 
the whole territory of Grada and the adjacent provinces, he ^ijiom. 
every where committed devaAations, which in a Goth^ Hun^ or 

® Samsov. del. v. p. Sabeal. 1 . i. d. t. Blond.^lav. Hift. 
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Lombardy would have been termed favage ; but in a catholic 
pried were thought pious, and deferving canonization, notwith-* 
Handing the whole difpute turned upon a ridiculous point of 
precedency : however, by means of the pope^s mediation, 
the adair was at length terminated to the fatisfadion of all 
parties 

Notwithstanding the other valuable qualities of the 
doge, he had a hcrcenefs and haugjity infolence, which not 
only rendered him difagreeable, but frequently intolerable. 
The Heracleans having by fome Irivial fault incurred his dif- 
pleafure, he entered their country in a hoftile manner, laying 
every place wafte in his progrefs. At len^jth, meeting with a- 
body of their troops, a battle was fought, in wfiich both par- 
ties behaved with incredible valour : the field was long dif- 
puted, and vtftory hovered iafufpence, when a random blow 
put an end to the doge’s^ life, and fecured their liberty to the 
Heracleans. 

After the death of Hypat^, a kind of intefregnum for 
the fpace of a yearvenfued. SabelUcus relates, that warm 
debates, and violent dieats reigned in the affembly ; that the 
people Were dwided about a fucceflbr ; and that ^majority 
appeared for a change of government ; which was efFeftcd, 
contrary to the inclinations of the moll confidcrable fami-* 
lies. The plan propofed and carried into execution was, that 
a mafter of the horfe fhould be chofen every year, into whofc 
bands was transferred the authority of the doge : the Ihort du- 
ration of his power, would, it was thougli t, be a fufficient check 
againft the abufe of it 5 efpecially as hiscoiiduS underwent a fc- 
vere fci utiny at the expiration of his office ^ The firft perfon 
appointed to this authority was Dominico Leo^ a man 'of fome 
fway and interell in the city : he was fucceeded by Felix 
Cornknla for the next year j who quilting the reins at the 
time appointed by law, had Deodato^ fon to HypatOy eleded 
in his room *. He was recalled from banilhment three yeais 
alter his father's death, and paffed through nine months of his 
office, at which period he difil, univcrfally efteemed. Juli^ 
ano Cipari was next chofen, of whom we know nothing more 
than his having ruled for a year. Then was elefled Sabui- 
tio Cianij or, according to others, Giovarmi Fabritio the fourth 
and laft majlhr of the horfe^ or general of the forces “ : he 
was depofed before the year expired, had his eyes put out, 

^ S ABELL. 1. I . d. I. ' SAriBOV. dct V. p. 1. I 3 . SaBELL^ 
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and was confined for life, though for what fault we are ndt 
informed. 

Thus ended the authority of the new governors: an au- 
thority laid afide with as little reafon as it had been alCimed) 
and equally (bort in its duration, and fudden in its eftablifh- 
ment. 


SE'CT. m. 

^he Form of Government \gain changed^ and the Doges 
rejioredi Verice engaged in divers foreign Wars^ 
and particularly with repin King of France, who 
laidfiege to the City^ and was forced by the Bravery 
of the Venetians to relinquifb the Enterprize, 


^HEODATO^ Doge IV. 

minds of the people were eagerly bent upon the re- 
ftitution of* the ducal government. Whether this pro- 
ceeddd from the natural inconftancy peculiar to ftates fur- 
ibiyided by the fea, and divided by this ftrong barrier from 
the tell of the world ; or whether the inclinations of man- 
kind difpofe them to obey regal authority with a chearfulnefs 
in proportion to thedillance it is exalted above them, we will 
not determine : certain we are, that confuiion and anarchy 
mud have enfued, had not the people been gratified with re- 
ftoring that very authority they reviled as tyrannical and 
oppreffive^ut a few years before. In (hort, a doge was 
ele£led, the choice falling upon Theodato^ the fecond fon of 
doge Hypato^ and the brother of Guiliano HypatOy mader of 
the horfe^ Thcodato was recalled from banilbment, in 
which he had lived ever fince the death of his father, to take 
upon him the fupreme governmqpt. His firft public tranfac- 
tion was to curb the ambition of the Lombards^ and procure 
judicc to the Heracleans ; this he efieded without bloodihed, by 
the mete weight of his influence and authority. Theodato next 
repaired the cafile of Brundulloy (landing at the mouth of the 
bay leading to Chioggia. This fort is exceeding ftrong, both 
by nature and art : what were Theodato*^ motives to add jto 
the fortifications we know not ; this is certain, that Galla 
made ufe of it as a pretext to cover his own villamous . in- 
tentions. He omitted no opportunity of infinuating tfie fufpi- 
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clous, dangerous, and dark deiigns of the doge ; that he in«' 
tended no Tefs than to render himfelf independent and abfo- 
lute ; that bcTides his haughty carriage to the nobility, and 
fawning obfcquioufnefs to the common people ; befides the 
ftrong body-guard he always maintained, and the ftate he af- 
fumed, this lafl; action, his fortifying with all poflible art, and 
keeping' a ftrong garrifon in a caftle of no uie to the repub- 
lic, was an undeniable proof of ^is ambitious views. Hav- 
ing thus wrought upon the pafftons of the leading men, he 
obtained a body of troops, wifi which marching fecretly to 
Bruridulla^ while' the doge was liiere, he unexpeftedly entered 
Pepofed, the caftle, feized, blinded, and : then re- 

turning to Venice^ he had the addrefs to procure himfelf to be 
elefled in his ftead. Thus ended the power of the unhappy 
Theodato^ after he had governed the republic for thirteen 
years He was a man of a fpeculative turn, much addidted 
to ftudy and retirement, of few words, and a referved car- 
riage : the misfortiines of the firft part of his*life had con- 
firmed his natural propenfity to folitude; yet v/hen he ap- 
peared in public, no* man paid a greater attention to the mag- 
nificence, munificence, and majefty of a prince,*^ 

GALL Doge V . 

Some writers affirm, that Galla never was lawfully elefled ; 
but feizing the authority, maintained himfelf in it by his in- 
fluence over the troops given him to depofe Theodato'^^ This 
circumftance is not improbable, if wc confider his charadfer, 
and the ftiort duration of his power. He wastmaftcr of 
deep diffimulation, an infinuating manner, and fpecious ap- 
pearance ; he could cloak the blackeft vices under the ap- 
pearance of virtue, and mafk his ambition with the diredl fem- 
blancc of patriotifm. But when his cunning was infufficient 
to effedt his purpofes, be was equally vigorous in his public, 
as he had been artful in his fecret pradtices, facrificing ho- 
nour, hdnefty, and reputation, to his intereft and the love of 
power. After a reign of one year and two months,^ he w^as 
depofed and blinded (a piece of policy the Venetians ^^ould 
feem to have borrowed from the Eaftern nations) leaving be- 
hind him the charadter of a bad man ; an ambitious, turbu- 
lent and tyrannical prince. 

BlSnd. Flav. Hift. 39I.SANSOV. del v. p. * Sabel. 
1 . 2. d. 1. Sansov. del. vii. deprincip. 1 . 13. p. 214. 


A, D. 

755 - 

Galla, 
doge V. 


DO- 



C. i7 


21 


^be Htflory of Venicer 

. DOMENCO MONEGARIO, Doge VI. 

After the expulfion oFC^/fe, the general council ap- A. D. 
pointed Domenco Monegario his facceflbr. What could in- 7 Se- 

duce them to this choice is not eafily imagined, as we arc told Domenco 
that his judgment ** was fo weak, and his temper fo impetuous, Moncga- 
as to render it neceflary to direft the one and, controul the 
other by the authority of ce^fain tribunes. This was h is known 
charaSer before he was elefled to govern the republic ; upon 
his acceflion, he ftiewed hinlfelf a monfter of iniquity*. He 
was cruel, covetous and le^d beyond example ; iiifomuch 
that the republic, Ending the virtues of the tribunes an un- 
equal balance to his vices, inflicted the fame punifiimcnt on 
him as they had done on his predecefibr (A); 

MAVRITIO GALBAIO, Doge VIL 

Th^ cruelty of the late adminiftration did not deter the j)^ 
council from electing Mauriiio GaWaioy who was permitted ^5^, ’ 
to aflbeiate his fon Giovanni with hinj in the government, 

About th#* beginning of MauritW% dbgefhip, the Heraclcam ^ 
and^ fefulam abandoned their dwellings, and fought protection ^ 

^of Charlemagne^ who fettled them in Malamoc until their affairs 
could be rcinftated ^ : the occafion of their flight proceeded 
from the difeovery of fome confpiracies which Fortunato^ 
bifhop of Grada^ had formed againff the republic. ThtHe- 
racleans and Jefulans were deeply concerned in the plot, and 
fearing the refentment of the doge, whom they intended to 
depofe, thought to fereen thcmfelvcs under the fanCtion of 
Charlem^gne^s power ; the Venetians^ however, bravely at- 
tacked them, driving them out of MalamoCy without regard- 
ing the emperor’s proteflion. Charlemagne was fo incenfed, 
that he ordered Pepin to declare war againft the republic. War wth 
Pepin immediately publiflied a declaration againfl: the Venetians^ Pepin, 
but he had not entered their territories when news was brought 
to him, that Ajiulphus^ king <af the Lombards^ was commit- 
ting the moft horrid cruelties in the pope’s dominions, and 
defti^ying every thing with fire and fword ; this for a while 

** Sab£L. ibid. * Sansov. I. 2. d. i. Blond, de 

geft. V. Sansov. vit. 1. 13 ^ Sansov. ibid. Sabel. 

1 . 2. d. I. Blond. Flav. Hift. p. 395. 

‘A 

(Ay According to <9^ jf/Z/V///, years in the dogelhip. 
llonitentiusy Blondus Flafvius^ and fovino^ in his chronological ta- 
fome other .writers, Domenco bles, has prolonged his power 
Monegario continued biit five to the eighth year. 
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fufpended, but did not altogether divert the blow intended. 
Pepin was no fooner at liberty to turn his arms againft the 
republic, than he purfued the war fo fuccefsfuUy, as to de^ 

E rive them of almoft all their dominions upon the continent : 

e deftre^ed Heracleoy and laid jivafte the country of thej^- 
fulans ; an extraordinary method of aflifting thofe who had 
demanded his fuccour. We are for this reafon inclined to dif- 
truft; this account of the origin of the war ; and the tnorc% 
as fome anachronifms in it render me whole improbable ; the 
moft fpecious caufe is,‘ that \}AVeneiiam had incurred the 
difplcafurc of Piping by the aJftance they lent AJlulphusy 
with whom they were in alliance. Beniuntius relates, that 
Pepin's fuccefs was not great, and the impre/lion he made on 
the frontiers, wbtch Mauritio bravely defended, inconlider- 
able. We arc farther told, that before he came to a decifive 
engagement with the Venetians^ he was called off from the 
Venice war by the revolt of AJiulphus : certain it is, that the Vene- 
declares it- uam had about this time declared themfelves a ‘free, inde- 
felf a free pendent ftatc, neither acknowledging the fuperiority of the 
Eaftern or Weftern empires, nor even the fpiritual jurifdiftion 
of the pope, but under certain reftriftions k. • This circum- 
ftance then might be an additional caufe of Pepin's refentmfent, 
and have drawn upon the Venetians the war. Soon after tfce* 
JMauritIo conclufion of this affair Mauritio died ; and with him was 
extinfl for a time, the happinefs of the republic : his wif- 
dom had conduced them fafely through the moll: perilous and 
critical conjunflure the flatc ever beheld, and his valour 
gained him the efteem of Pepin^ then the greateft potentate 
of the Weft K He was humane, affable and courteous ; he 
poffelTed all thofe talents and qualities which could gain him 
the efteem or love of the people (B). 

GIOVANNI, DogeVIIL 

A. D. The republic had reafon to lament the lofs of this amiable 
773' , prince : bis fon Giovanni, the very reverfe of the father^s 
Giovanni, charadler, fucceeded. Giovanni had been his father Mauri- 
doge VIII. colleague \ and now fuccceding to the whole authprity, 
fuueeds. jjg begun his adminiftration with barrafling Giovanni de IrieJU, 

* Blond, deg. V. Saksov, del. vit. deprincip. 

1. 13. 

(B) The year of his death is fays, that he governed nine 
not agreed upon by hiftorians. years; ^ahellicus^^anfovino^oxA 
Bonitentm in his commentaries others think the time lefs. 

bilhop 
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1»ilhop of GraJa, a prelate of virtue and piety. We are left 
in the dark in relation to the caufe of this cruel ufage ; pro- 
bably whim, caprice, and his diflike to a man of fair reputa- 
tion, might be the foie occafion — Invidia virtus pk^atur K 
Whatever it was, the bilhop met with the moft barbarous 
and inhuman ufage; he was taken, and after a (hort confine- 
ment, thrown headlong from a high tower. The fucceed- 
•ing biflrop formed a ftr<^ig party In Venice againft the doge, 
either to depofe or to murder him ; but the plot was disco- 
vered juft as it was on the loint of execution, and the biOiop 
and other confpirators fol:ed to fave themfelves by flight. 
'I'he leading^m^ in this plot were Demdno Afnrmani, Fof- 
caro de Georges^ TlwA ObelmOi at that time tribunes**: they 
concealed themfelves mTrevifo^ but the Mfliop went directly 
.to the court of Pephi^ and threw himfclf upon that prince’s 
protedliqp. Pepin had been Ailed king of Jtalj by the pope ; 
-in confequence of which he always cfpoufed the caufe of the 
church, without enquiring inro its merit. He refolved to 
fupport the bifliop ; but before hoftilitics were commenced, 
Giovanni and his Ton Mauritw^ whom he had made his col- 
league, were depofed for their barbarity and infolence ; and 
Olelerio Antemreo^ one of the tribunes, elefled doge. In this 
period it was that Olivula was ercdlcd into an epifcopal fee, 
.(the firft we have any mention of in Venice) having the iflands 
Lupria and Dorfedura within its jurifdidlion ; the ancient 
family of the Scapari at this time built the church of Mofes^ 
the fineft piece of architedlure Venice had feen ; SergiuSy a 
-private Arranger, who had been fuddenly and miraculoufly 
curedLof an inveterate difeafe, fouaded and adorned the build- 
ing called St. MichQel\ church, in gratitude to that faint for 
his recovery. Thefe, and fuch other important fafls, do the 
jiiftorians of early ages relate K 


ai 


OBELERIO, Doge IX. 

iOBELERIO was one of tTie tribunes who confpired againft ^ 
Giovanni: he had taken refuge InTrevifoy where he re- 
fidid till the cxpulfion of the doge and his fon. Upon his 
.acceffion he requefted the permiflion of the aflcmbly to de- ’ 

volve fome part of the government upon his brother Beato^ 
modeftiy declaring, that he was unable to fupport the whole 
burden"*. Beato was fent to ConJianiinopU^ probably to 


* Ibid. Sabel. I. 2. d. f. **Sansov. ibid. BfoND deg. V. 
* SoNiT. Comd. I. *" Sansoy. d. p. 
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firengthen the republic againft the approaching florm from 
Piping by the friendlhip of Nicephorus : he was kindly re- 
ceived by the Greek emperor, and treated with the refpefl: 
due to a crowned head. During his abfence Valentin^ the 
youngeft brother, was appointed to affift Obelerio : but here 
we find fo many contradi<^ions as it would be impoflible to 
reconcile ; fuch a variety of difeording opinions among au- 
thors, that we arc at a lofs which 9 ^“ them to follow. Sabel^ 
licus relates, that Obeierio being depofedby his brother Beato^ 
fled to Charlemagne for proteciioiil : that th.e emperor fent or- 
ders to Pepm to march immediatlMy into Italy againft the Ve- 
netians and Beato^ who had uiiirped the wh(>lif? authority “ : 
others lay, that Pepin had entered the frontiers of the repub- 
lic before the cmpCror’s commands arrived, in order to rertoie 
tlic biftiop of GratHa. SabcUicus farther relates, th-t Pepin 
having feized all the dominions of the republic upon the con- 
tinent, was preparing to lay fiegc to Venice^ vvhen his fleet 
W'as entirely difperled and ruined by a florm. 

In a war that broke out between Pepin and the Greek em- 
peror the ckigc undertook to mediate a peace ; bat 

(hewing abiafs to the intcrefl: of Nicepborus^'^ the treaty was 
abruptly broke off’\ Pepin was fo ineenfed at Ohekrio^s parti- 
ality, that he determined to carry the war into the Venetian da- 
minions, and deftroy the very being of the republic. After hav- 
ing laid wafte the province of Venetian he led his army di- 
rcdtly Xo Venice^ blocking the city up at the fame time by 
his fleet. The Vetictians were not di (heartened at the mim- 
ber of their enemies, the reputation of Pepin, or the civil di- 
viiions among themfelves ; their animoliiies w^re laid afide, 
and a (lri 6 l union formed againft the common enemy: the 
chief command w^as given to Valentin as Obelerio was fup- 
pofed too nearly allied to Pepin^ to fight with that good-will 
and chcarfulnefs the fcrvicc of his country required. The 
Venef’ans, notwdthftanding the moft obftinate defence, the 
moft vigorous fallies, and their felling every inch of ground 
at an incredible expence of blood, were at length reduced to 
that part of the city fouth of the Rialto ; this dream, and 
their own bravery, being now their only defence. Wiiife 
^Pepin was preparing to lay a bridge over the canal, they re- 
folved, as a laft effort, to attack Pepin's fleet, and to vanquilli 
or die in defence of their liberty. Kmbarking all the troops 
they could fparc, they bore down, with the advantage of the 
wind and tide, upon the enemy, and began the attack with 
c 

** li. 2. d. I. Sansov. del.v. p. « Fovg. p, 16^ Sansov. 
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fuch fury, a5 obliged the French admiral to give way. The 
lightnefs of their (hips, and their knowledge of the found- 
ings, gave xht Venetians every advantage they could wi(h: 
the enemy’s fleet was run aground, and the greater part of 
their troops periflied in attemping to cfcape ; the fliips were 
all, to a few, either taken or dettroyed. During this aflion 
at fea, Pepin rcfolved to aflfault the city by land, not doubt- 
•ing but the garrifon was ^ weakened by the number of forces 
they had fent on board the jfleet, as to be able to make but 
a flight refiitance. Havin^for this purpofc thrown a bridge 
over the Rialto^ he was njarching his troops acrofs it when 
he found bim^clQittacked on every fide by the Venetians from 
their boats, and others who had pofted themfelves on the 
bridge. 'I'hc battle was long bloody and ’doubtful, until the 
Venetians cmiyloyed all their power to break down the bridge ; 
which at lafl yielding to their obftinate endeavours, a pro- 
digious flaught'M' L)\ the French en'utd : however, they fought 
like men iii dcfpair, feeing no hopes of fafety but in viflory; 
but all communication being cut off with the troops onfhore, 
they were to a man cither killed cr drowned, 'llic number of 
flail! was fo ^;»'eat, that the (pace between the Rialto and 
Alfalamcc was covered with dead bodies, and has ever fincc 
gone by a name expreflive of the prodigious {laugh- 
ter Pepin fo ftruck with the intrepidity of Xhc Vene- 
tians^ that he railed the (ie[;e, abandoned the enterprizc, and 
concluded a peace with the republic : he afterwards came to 
Venice to intercede for ObeUrioy that he might be reftored, 
which the Venetians granted, more out of refpedt to the re- 
queftof fo gieat a prince, than love to the unhappy OWtr/i? ^ 

The people had a notion that Obelcrio had encouraged Pepin 
to declare war upon the republic, and that a correfpondence 
between them was carried on duiing the fiege ; Pepin was 'Fh'erlo^e 
therefore no fooner withdrawn, than the populace feizing upon 
Obelerio^ tore his body in pieces, and fcattered his limbs and 
bowels about the city. His wife fliafed the fame fate ; for as 
(he was the After of Pepin^ *t was not doubted but her in- 
fluence was the caufe of her husband’s perfidy. Thus ended 
^h^bloody war with Pepin^ which coft the doge his life, after 
he had governed jointly with his brothers for the fpace of five 
years. Obelerio had fome excellent qualities ; his heart was 
tender and humane ; his averfion to blood made him hefi- 
tate and tamper in fuch a manner, as drew upon him the im- 
putation of treachery s ; ’tis polSble too that the eafineis of 

« Sansov. vit. principi. I. 13. p. 216, ^ Sabele, 

1 . 2. d. 1. ^ Saksov. del. v. p. 1 , 13. 

his 



The Hifttny cf Venice. it. i*' 

his temper^ his aflFedion for his wife^ and evtin fubjc£(ion to 
her violent paffions, might have led him into an unjiiftifiable 
correfpondence with Pepin i but we have no proof that be 
ever betrayed his country, or committed any other crime de- 
ferving the rigour of his punilhment. 

ANGELO P^JJy/C/P^r/O, DogeX. 

A. D. OBELERIO was fucceeded bf Angeh Participation the 
809. tenth doge; if we include Valentin^ who commanded 

Angelo during the fiege, the eleventh. I omits him in his 

Partici- table we have followed this wwter’s authority, as his chro- 
j^ology is the moft regular, beft connefftt’, •and confiftent 
with fa£ls. Parydpaiio wzs defeended from an ancient fa- 
mily of Herackan as appears by an infeription upon a monu- 
ment eredlcd to commemorate his having repaired, beautified, 
and adorned the place of his nativity, hence called Villa-nova, 
Inhisadminiltration the city of Venice was enlarged by an ad- 
dition of fixty of the furrounding iflands, conne£led with 
bridges, and taken injto the liberties of the capital ** ; the 
Rialto was afligned for the conftant refidcnce of the princes ; 
and a palace of elegant firudurc reared for the abode of the 
doge. 

ANGELO having alTociated Giovannin his eldeft fon, with 
him in the government, he fent 'JuJlimanOn the younger, 
upon an ambafly to Leo emperor of the Eaft ; where he ac- 
quitted himfelf v/ith great dej^terity and addrefs, diftinguiflt- 
ing himfelf by his found judgment, and accurate knowlegc of 
mankind. He was fo incerifed at the preference ihewn Gi- 
evannin that he obftinatcly refufed to vifit his father upon his 
Teturri; and perfifted in his refolution until Giovanni was de- 
pofed and banifhed : after which JuJiiniano was apppointed 
Jiis father’s colleague 

About this time a plot formed againft the doge was difeo- 
•vered : Giovanni Tolonicon Bono Bragadinon and other chiefs 
of the confpiracy were put to*death ; fome of inferior rank 
banilhed, and flight corporal puniihments inflicted upon fe- 
veral others. This affair being terminated, the Veneffans 
found theinfelvcs involved in a quarrel with Ulric bifhop of 
AquiUian aflifted by the Forlians, Ulric had refented the fee 
of Aquileia's being fubje£led to the jurifdjdion of the bifhop 
of Grada: in order to revenge himfelf,. he railed an army, 
entered into treaty with the Forliam^ and marched into the 
• 

‘ -aChronico. Venet* ^Sabell. 1 . 3. d. 1. « Sabell, 
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bifiiopric of in ahoftile manner. He likewife fitted 
out a fleet to moleft his brother prelate by fea ; but the Fe- 
netians coming up with the latter, burnt, funk, and defiroyed 
the fquadron, taking Ulric and all his principal officers prifoners : 
then landing their forces, they not only difperfed the bifhop’s 
army, but took fcveral towns upon the coaft, and laid wafle 
the whole province of FriulL At their return they fet Vlrk 
e and the other prifoners at liberty, on condition he would an* 
nually fend to Fenki twSive wild boars, a bull, and tweh e 
loaves, in acknowledgment of his fubieftion ** : we are told 
that a feilival, in commedDration of tnis victory and tribute, 
is ftill obferved. ‘ Thefe are all the tranfadlions, public and 
private, whicR ^cur during the government of J/igelo Par- 
ticipath. 


JUSTINIAN O, Doge XL 

yUSTINIANO, at his father’s death, came into pofleffion lujinja. 
of«the whole government. His firft public aft was to fend no, 
a fleet to the affiflance of the emperor MichaePy againfl; the XL * 
Saracensy who were by this time become a formidable and dan- 
gerous people to the chriftian powers. Thus we fee, that the Fe- 
netians were among the firft chriftians who endeavoured 
to give a check to the progrefe of the Infidels : we fliall foon 
find them taking the lead, and fighting the moft fpirited and 
dmadful battles. 

All that hiftorians farther relate of JuJliniano and the re- 
public, during his government, confifts of miracles, legends, 
and fables of fuperftition and ignorance : this indeed may be 
collcfled from them, that he was a wife prince, who purfued 
peace and the happine^ of his people ; cheriflied trade and 
induftry, and cultivated the duties of religion, virtue, and 
humanity. He died two years after he had taken upon him 
the fupreme authority, being liiccceded by his brother Gk- 
vannu 

G 1 OF A N N ly DogeXIL 

• ISIOFANNI was hardly eftabliflied in his authority when A. D. 
an impoftor ftarted up, who perfonated Oheletky and pretended S29. 
he had been unjuftly depofed. Arriving in the illand of Car- Giovanivi 
Ua (now Foggio) he was well received by many of the- prin- Participa- 
cipal inhabitants, who efpoufed his caufe, either from a per- tio, ^toge 
fuafion that he was the real ObekrtOy or from private motives. XII. 

•j 


^ Sansov. ibid, 
p. 217. BOMlTEN.l. I. 
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In a little lime he njuftered a confiderable army, and con* 
tradling an alliance with the Nareniines^ a piratical ftate, was 
preparing to attack the city, when Giovanni furprifed him 
with a powerful fleet, and obliged him to fly to Malamoc* 
The inhabitants of this ifland, in attempting to fereen the pre- 
tended Obekrioy brought ruin upon tbemfelves ; for Giovanni 
attacked and defeated them, burnt the cify, feized upon the 
impoflor, and cut off his head : before he returned with his* 
fleet, he punifhed the JS/anntines fon^the affiflance they afforded 
the pretended Obekrioj the difturoances given the republic, 
and for feveral depredations comn|ittcd on the Fetietiun mer- 
chants ^ • 

Soon after, Giovanni was forced to quit* the city by 
a powerful fafliont, headed by Carojio^ who on the doge’s 
departure feized upon the palace, and ufurped the fii- 
preme authority : but his fway was of fliort duration ; he 
was depofed by fome of the chiefs of his own faflion, and 
Giovanni recalled by thofe vety perfons who haif confpired 
againft him but a few weeks before. His whole life was 
checquered with a variety of good and bad fortune : firft he 
was appointed his father’s colleague, then depeJed by his bro- 
ther y foon after recalled by the people ; next obliged to fly 
from a faflion ; fuddenly again recalled by the fame faftion i 
and Jaftly depofed, his hair fliaved, and himfelf conflrained to 
end his days in a monaflery'. 

PIERO TRADONICO, Doge XIII. 

-A. D. PIERO TRADONICO^ a native of the ancient c\ty Pola^ 
839. was elefled doge in the room of Giovanni Participation and was 
rieroTra- eftablifhed in his authority, when Theodoftus (perhaps 

donico, TheophUus) lieutenant to the emperor Michaeln came in per- 
d^,vG XIIL Venice^ to conclude an alliance offenfive and dcfenfivc 

againft the Saracens^ who had feized fome of the iflands of 
the ArchipdagOy and were then ravaging Italy The VenC’- 
tiam readily acceded to his propofals, and immediately equip- 
ped a fleet of fixty gallies, with orders to join the Grecian 
fleet with all expedition, and feck the enemy, Sala^ the 
racen general, was then bclieging Tarentamn which he quitted 
on advice that the combined fleet was approaching, and re- 
tired to Crotona ; here he made a ftand, and was foon at- 
tacked by the Grecian admiral. The battle was long and 
bloody ; but juft as the Venetians had brolic die enemy’s line, 

^ Sabel. I. 3. Blond, dc geft, Venet. Sansov, 1 . 13. 
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and viiiory was inclining to the confederates, the Grecian ad- 
miral bore away with all the fail he could make, leaving the 
Venetians to fhift for themfelves. They were foon furrounded 
and oppreffed by the fuperior number ^ of the Saracen fleet ; 
but preferring death tp an inglorious flight, they fought until 
fcarce a (hip remained to cany the report of their misfor- 
tunes to Venice, The news of this defeat threw the republic 
, into the utmoft confternation and perplexity ; they doubted 
not but the Saracens would immediately lay fiege to the city., 
for which it was but bad^ prepared, having loft the braveft 
of their forces in the late infortunate engagement: however, 
the fears of the republic were foon happily removed, by cer- 
tain intelligelW^hat the Saracens were gone to Amona^ which 
place they pillaged and deftroyed. ^ 

The piratical Narentines were elated with the misfortunes 
of the republic ; and thinking her low condition a proper 
opportunity for revenging the late difgrace, they begun to rob, 
plunder, •and lay wafte the coaft of Dalmatia^ carrying 
their incurfions to the gates of the city Caorli^, The Vene- 
tians were little difpofed to enter upon a new war ; yet 
thinking it bfneath the dignity of the republic tamely to bear 
with the infolence of thofe robbers, they fitted out a fleet, 
which foon reduced the to fubmiflion, and obliged 

*them to repair the damage. Before the Venetians had re- 
covered the great lofs fuftained by the defeat from the Sa- 
racens^ civil commotions arofe to complete their mifery : the 
whole ftate was divided into two violent fadlions, each fup- 
ported by the nobleft and moft powerful families in Venice. 
On the one fide were the JuJiinianiy the Polani., and the Baf- 
fei ; on the other, th§ Selioniy the Sevoli, and the Barbolani^ 
who carried their animofity fo far, that not a day pafied with- 
out frays, bloodfhed, and murder : at laft the Barbolani were 
driven out of the city, which in fome meafure appeafed the 
fury of the combatants. They were foon after reftored, at 
the interceffion of Lodovioc 11. and then again the tumults 
were renewed, in one of vuhich the doge was murdered. Sa- 
hellicus relates, that he was for a long time bravely defended 
tlr his fervants, who, after he was killed, retreated into the 
palace, and ftood a fiege for thirty days, until famine at length 
compelled them to furrender*'. It was death to feize upon 
the palace, deemed the property of the republic ; yet in coii- 
fideration of their brave zeal for fo good a matter, they were 

Sabbl. 1 . j. d. I. * Br.OND. de g. Ven. Edam in 
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pardoned and rewarded. A lirtd); ferutiny was then made 
into the occafion of the doge’s murder : feme of the confpi- 
ratbrs were hanged, others drowned, and a great number ba<« 
niihed. Thus died Piero Tradonico, after he had governed 
the republic with great reputation for the fpace of twenty- 
nine years. All the hiftorians agree in giving him the higheff 
praifes ; they call him temperate, pious, juft, a warrior, and 
a ftatefman : the misfortunes of the city ,they attribute to 
the pride, wealth, and ambition oMhe nbbility. A tribunal 
was appointed to inquire into the clufes of the civil divifions ; 
it confifted of the biftiop of Eqttili^^ the dean of Grada^ and 
Domincio Bajfoni^ men of great pruBence an d "Caut ion. Their 
impartiality and integrity were fo univerfall^ acknowledged, 
that both parties a^quiefeing in their judgment, peace, con- 
cord, and happinefs, were in a little time reftored. 

ORSO PjIRTICIPAriO, Doge XIV. 

A. D. The aflembly then proceeded to the eledlion of a new 
864. doge, when the majority declared in favour of Orfo Partici^ 
Orfo Par- p^tio, be(?n;i his tdminiftrat^’'” with endeavouring to 
ticipatio, prelcrvc the public tr.*nquility ; bjt the ambition and wav- 
^oge XIV. like of tlic Sanrem fruftrated his dclign. They 

made a fud ien ^ncurfion into Dahnaiia^ plundered and de- 
ftroyed the cou.ilry ; then ravaging the coaft of Ijlria^ they 
laid ficge to Grada with a powerful licet and army. The re- 
public faw, that fpirit and reiohii’in muft be exerted. A 
fleet was equipped, prd the cjgc came fo fuddenly upon the 
enemy, that breaki' ^ up ihe fiegc, they rctir^td precipitately 
with the lofs of a gu „ numler of m«m and veflcls : wc are 
told that, upon this ocjaflon, Giovanni^ the doge’s fon, gave 
lb many proof, of ias courage, conduit, and other military 
qualities, that he was railed to the dignity of *:olleague to his 
father. Bonitentius mentions another defeat fuflained by the 
Saracens before Tarefifam i likewife a viitory obtained over 
the Narentinesj who had broke through the former peace, and 
laid wafte the. country of I/lr/a* Sahllkus pafles over the 
former, as not deferving credit \ but it Teems to be inconteftf- « 
bly proved by an infeription quoted hy Sanfovino (A). Orfo 
now turned his attention to domeftic affairs ; he made up the 
quarrel between the prelates of Grada and TcunelUs ; he af- 
figned that part of the city called dorfe dura^ which was naked 
and defolate, for the refldence of his fquires ; he compofed 

(A) Funnies S)ahnaios cemfef antes apud Tarentum faUdter pro* 
€Ui, Saraceno/que IftiHam ^vex^ figavL p. 2ao. 
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all differences fubfifting between the republic and the Forltins, 
or people of Friuli ; he brought about a perfect harmony 
between the fees of AquiUia and Grada^ After a happy, wife, 
and profperous reign of feventeen years, Orfi died, the dar- 
ling of the people, the terror of Saracens^ and icourge of 
the Narentines. He found the republic low, he left it flourifh- 
ing ; divided into factions, filled with tumults and civil broils, 
Jie reftored tranquility, peace, and harmony; the treafury 
exhaufted, the marine ruii^d, and the public commerce de- 
ftroyed, he rendered the Ate rich, powerful, and refpeded 
by all its neighbours. « 

✓ • 

GIOVAmtl PARTICIPATION Doge XV. 

ORSO was fucceeded by his fon Giovanni; Sabellicus calls 
him his brother. The new doge, at the requeff of the aflembly, 
fent h\%hrox\\CT Badoario to pope yohn^ to folicit the inveftiture 
of CommachlaN and that it might for ever be annexed to the Fe- 
netian dommioiis. Alar ini ^ the earl of CommachioN having 
notice of thi - lay in wait for BadoartaN wounded 

and made him prifoucr, obliging him to purebr^fe hi bberty 
by a promife, sn tl : lunw oi thi reonbife, that the clvJian 
fnoTild be rclinquidicd ^^adoaria dyi ig focn after Ms re- 
•t'trn to VcniCi^ tHe jepublic declared warageamfi: the carl, be- 
lieged Cmrnuchia^ and ufed with the dtmoft fever ity the per* 
Ions concerned m the confpiracy againft the ambafiador, 
Giovanni falling dangcroufly ill, he dc olved the government 
upon his brother Orfo, who foo*. voluntarily refigned the truft: 
upon this Gio7j<r'niN having iccovcrcd his health, again re- 
fwmed the mar'^a^cment of the f^ate ; bnt' foon after, being 
feized with a flow liiigering malady, formal! ^’bdicafed his 
authority (B). Giovanni Pariicipatio was bor i foldier and 
politician ; but he hpd an infolence and pride oi difpofition, 
‘vhich rendered his government odious to the people. 

PIETRO CANDIANO, Doge XVI. 

PIETRO CANDIANO was appointed doge by the univer- 
fal ^nfent of the aflembly : to him Giovanm refigned 

Sansov. del. V. de principi. 1 . i3^p. 221. 

(B) Sanfo^viito relates this fa£l felf allows of Candiand% being 
of Candiano ; but all the hiflori- flain in the held, which is izn- 
ans befides attribute it to G/a- probable if he refigned thedogc- 
•uanni. What confirms their Ihip. • 

authority is, that San/ovino him* 
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Pietro coming publicly with the -ftate of a doge to the^ 

Candi- council, and returning to his own houfe as a private' perfon 
ano, //oge The people were fo taken with the modefty, and yet dignity 
XVL of his manner, and the grace with which he divefled himfelf 
of power, that, forgetting their former diflike to his govern- ' 
ment, they all cried out, that nb one but Giovanni was wor- 
thy to rule : however, he ptrfifled in his refolution, and Can- 
diano was confirmed in the fupreme magiftracy. The incur- 
fions of the Narentines^ who had j?een fo lately chaftifed, ren- 
dered it neceffary to - equip a fftet. Candiano taking upon 
himfelf the command of a fmall fquadron of feven gallies, 
came up with the pirates, and maintained^ a hot engagement 
for feveral hours, notwithftanding their gresri^periority : at 
laft the enemy, finding that victory depended upon the doge’s 
life, who was every where prefent animating his men, bore 
down with their ftouteft ftiip^ upon Candiano\ galley. The 
difpute was obftinate ; but the doge being fiain, the men fiir- 
rendcred themfclves to the Narentines The ajfiembly was 
inconfolable at this lofs, and the people tumultuous ^ nor 
could any thing appeafe them befides a promife from Gio- 
vanfii that he would Vefume the government, if a doge was 
not immediately elefled to their fatisfaction ^ Thj^ council 
nominated a perfon equally efteemed for his. 

A. D. public and private virtues ; the people were contented, arid 
888. regularity and order reftored. 

PIETRO TR I BU N 0 , Doge XVII. 

Pietro Soon after Trihum\ acccfilon, the republic was thrown 
Tribuno, into the utmoft confternation by a report that a powerful 
army of Hums^ who had broke into Italy, was marching 
towards Venice. The Hunfis, having defeated Berengarius, 
A. D. entered Italy, putting every Roman they met to the fword, 
^03. burning the villages, deftroying the harvefis and vintages, 

flaughteiing the cattle ; in fliort, laying every place wafte 
aivd defolate, without remorfe or humanity. Induced by the 
wealth of the Venetian republic, they rcfolved to fack and 
pillage the city. Marching through the maritime provinces, 
they burnt Villa Nova, fefiiloa, and Chioggio : after delfrcy- 
in<i; every thing upon the coaft, they prepared boats to at- 
tack the Rialto, which they imagined muft yield to their pro- 
dig:ouii numbers'^ Pietro Tiibuno omitted nothing which be- 
catne a great general and a foldier : he placed ftrong guards 

^ Sap.plj. 1 . 3. d. I. ^ Blond. Flav. Hift. 34^. Sa- 
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round the city, fortified the places nioft expofed, equipped 
a fleet with incredible difpatch, and difturbed and harrafled 
the enemy by perpetual fallics. His aflivity, penetration, 
ikill, and prefence of mind, were the aftonifhment of every 
one. He animated the troops by his example ; was the fore- 
moft in every attack : in a word, was the life and foul of 
the whole ftate. 

The Hunm were preparing to make a general aflault ; 
and Pietro^ after a (hort ^ animating fpecch, ordered the 
foldiers to be embarked, and immediately bore down upon 
the enemy near Aj^iola. .JThe battle began with fury, and 
continued with^hftinacy for feveral days, neither fide dif- 
covering any figns of wearinefs ; the fleets feparated at 
night, the combatants returning next day to the charge with 
frefh vigour : the Venetians every where oppofed courage to 
numbers, and the doge performed prodigies of valour. At 
laft Tribuno^ fearing that the fpirits of his men might fink 
under the obftinacy and multitude of the enemy, colle£led 
all his force, rcfolving either to die or make an impreflion 
upon their line. He was fo bravely feeonded by his troops, 
that the barbarians were broken and defeated, and nothing 
butHaughter and a general carnage enfued. The fea was co- 
•vored with dead bodies, and the Venetians fought, fays the 
florid BlonduSy upon heaps of the flain baibarians as upon dry 
land ; the fiege was raifed, the Hunm diivcn out of Italy ^ 
and the reputation of Venice for arms became famous all over 
the world‘s. In this manner do their hiflorians fpeak ; and 
truly we miift allow, that never were valour, condufl, and 
perfcverance more confpicuous than upon this occafion. The 
city was ill prepared for a fiege when it was fnvefted. Befides the 
fcarcity of provifions, the weaknefs of the mariiic, and the low 
ftate of the finances, which had been greatly exhaufted in the 
late wars againll chc Saracens and Narentines^ a general languor^ 
defpondency, and deprefEon of fpirits, prevailed among all de- 
grees of the inhabitants, owing to^the laic lolies and mifearriages: 
but neceflity, and the animating example of their valiant doge, 
over^me all difficulties, and infpired every Venetian with fenti- 
mtfnt? worthy of the freedom of their conftitution, and wif- 
clom of their government. As foon as they v/ere delivered 
from the barbarians, the doge applied himfelf to reward thofe 
who had diftinguifhed themielves in the fiege ; to relieve ihofe 
who had fuffered by the death of their fathers, husbands, or 
fons ; to repair the buildings that had been pulled down, or 

® Blond, de g. V. Saeel. 1 . 3. d. i. Sanjov. del vit. 
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otherways damaged, by the barbarians; and to eftahlifti, peace, 
order, and tranquility, thro* every part of the republic. While 
he was thus employed, an acute difeafe fuddenly deprived the 
republic of her greateft commander, her wifell ftatefman, and 
bell governor. 


A. D. 
912. 

UrfoBo- 

doairio. 



His Jon 
made pri- 
foner^ 


URSO BODOAIRIO, Doge XVIII. 

The council of ftate proceeded to the election of a fuc- 
ceflbr ; their choice fell upon.jL^/yi Bodcairio^ commonly 
called Urfa Pariidpaiio the fccosid, a man of ftrid morals, 
great piety, prudence, andjuflice; of a peaceable and quiet 
difpofition, equally ftudious of his own dale and of the pub- 
lic tranquility. I'he republic lent Pietro^ irit? doge’s fon, on 
an ambafiy to Qorifantinople^ where he was w'ell received, 
loaded with rich prefents, and honouicd with the title of pro- 
tofpater of the empire : on his return he was attacked, plun- 
dered, and made prifdner by Michael^ a petty prince of Dal- 
maili ^ Some lime after made his c.fcapc,»and returned 


in great diftrefs ; but neither the hardlhips he fullered, the 
infult upon the republic, nor the entreaties of his fon, could 
prevail on the pacific temper of to declare waragainft the 
Dalmatians, After governing the ftate for the fpacc of tvrenty 
He refigm. years, with great moderation, Bodoairio refigned his authority 
and retired to a monaftcry, where he finifl)ed his days in the 
auftere prailicc of the moft rigid virtue s. 


PIETRO CAND lANO, Doge XIX. 

PIETRO CANDIANO the fecond, was cicclcd doge in 
Tocm of the abdicated prince. About this time the re- 
Candiano declared war againft the Commachums^ who had broke 

dope XIX. treaty : it was carried on vAih lb much vi- 

gour and luccefs, that the Commnehians, finding they were 
unable to cope with fo powerful an enemy, furrendtred pri- 
fjners atdiferetion. The Fenefimis u'WJ their power with great 
moderation ; they fet the enemy at libcuy, aiid reftored them 
to all tlicir former privileges. In this dogcfliip, like- 
wile was conquered and annexed to the dominions of the re- 
public ; foori after Camhano died, having governed re- 
public for feven years. lie is ranked among the middling 
princes, having neither virtues nor vices in his charailer fo 
diilinguifhing, as to merit particular regard. 

PIETRO PAP.TICIPATIO, DogeXX. 

• ** ^ adminifti ation of the fiiccceding pj ince, Pietro Partici- 

was^nacific. Nothing is recorded cither of him or of the 

^ Satll ibid. Blond, deg. V. k S.^^'sov. de v. p. 
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republic, but that he obtained from the emperor the privilege 
of coining money in his own name, with the arms of the ftate 
on the reverre\ Some hiftorians affirm, that the republic af- 
fumed the right of coining money long before this aera, which 
indeed is probable, as they had declared themfclves a free peo- 
ple in the beginning of Charlemagne's reign K 

PIETRO CA^DUNO, Dc^eXXI. 

PARTICl PATIO was fucceeded by his fon Pietro Candi- 
ano^ the third of ,that name. He had been colleague to his 
father for the i^J^year of his dogelhip, but was banifhed the 
city for his intolerable cruelty, pride, and infolence. Expe- 
rience and misfortune, however^ reclaimiifg him, he was re- 
called and fubftituted by the common confent in his father^s 
room, of which the people had never caufc to repent. 

C AND UNO was fcarcc eftabliflied in his authority, when 
the peculations, frauds, and robberies of the Narentines obliged 
the republic to declare war againft this people. They had in 
a manner blocked up Venice^ fo that a»merchantman had no 
fafety in going*in or out of the harbour; nor indeed in any 
part of the Adriatic, which was crowded with the (hips of pi- 
riitical flates ^ Shame and revenge took pofleffion of every 
breafi : a fleet was manned with all expedition, and fent in 
queft of the pirates; who, being diftributed in fmgle {hips, 
or fmall k^uadrons, were unable to refift fo ftrong an arma- 
ment : tlu'V therefore fubmitted tliemfelvt'R to the clemency 
of the republic, and were pardoned on condition they would 
repair all the damage fuffained by the Venetians, pay an an- 
nual tribute, and give fecurity for their future behaviour ^ 
In the mean lime violent tumults and (editions prevailed all 
over the city. The doge had taken for his colleague Pietro^ 
his fecond fon, a young man of a failious, turbulent, and 
impetuous (pirit"\ Not faiisfied with the preference to his 
elder brother given him, he was ambitious of governing 
alone ; he animated the people to feditions, excited tumults, 
and^ncouraged infble.ice and contempt of his fathcr*s autho- 
rity . inlhorr, the profligate, the robber, and aflaflin, were 
not only protedied, but encouraged by Pietro. The fenate, 
dreading"' the confequcnces of fuch tumultuous riots, did all 
in their power to fupport the old doge’s authority, to quell 
feditions, and compofe the minds of the people. At lad in 
perfon, followed by the fenate, Candiano addrcllbd the multi- 

** Sansov. del. vit. de prncip. ^ Blond qc g. V. ^ Sa- 
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tude in terms fo feeling and pathetic, that their rage wa« 
luddcnly turned againft Pietro and the other incendiaries, 
Pietro ba- who, at their remonftrance, were baniflied the city The 
nijhed, clergy and people bound themfclves by a folemn oath never 
to rccal them : an oath which we fliall foon fee was broke 
through. Pietro y after wandering about for fome time, at 
length went to Guido^ fon and fucceflbr Berengarius \ to^ 
him he applied himfelf fo fuccef^lly, that Guido furniihed 
him with fix large armed gallics tfc make war upon his father 
and country. Without rcmoife or feeling he commenced 
hoftiliiies, took, plundered, and deftroyeli all the Venetian 
^ {hipping ; and committed fuch enormities ar^lTroke his good" 
Candiano old father’s hcartr. The misfortunes of Candiano^ admini- 
dits. Ihation may he aferibed folely to his parental afteciion, and 
particular fondnefs for the Icaft defervlng of his children. 

PIETRO CANDIANO, DogcA'XlI. 

Pietro CANDIANO was fcarce dead, when the afFcflIons of 
Candi- the people, ever inc«nftant, were as violently bent upon 
ano, dag^ recalling Piciro, as before they were on punvfl^ing him with 
XXIL death or banifnment. He was at this time in arms againft 
the republic ; yet the people, unmindful of the oath they 
had voluntarily taken but a year before, di (patched meflen- 
. gers to him, and conferred upon him the whole liipreme au« 
thority, fiom a fhare in which he had lately and defervedly 
been depofed. Not fatisfied w'ith the common honours be- 
Ibowcd upon doges, they fent three hundred (hips and barges, 
filled with the nobility and chief citizens, to meet him ° ; but 
they foon received the juft reward of their folly and perjury; 
nor did he long enjoy a dignity he owed more to the caprice 
of the people, than to his own merit. 

CANDIANO was not long pollefled of the fupreme au- 
thority, before he broke out into the mod profligate, aban- 
doned, and wanton wickednefs : he was now an aftemblage 
of every vice which can have place in the human heart; his 
A. D. cruelty, luft, avarice, and brutality were not to be equalled.. 

9^7* The mifery of the republic was augmented by a dreadfuf'firs 
which broke out, and, in the fpace of a few hours, con- 
fumed above three hundred houfes, an incredible number of 
inhabitants, and a prodigious quantity of effects of great 
value.^ 

Bf.vore this accident the doge had Icv-icd an army, and 
^.marched ag*iinft the inhabitants of Uderza, on pretence of 
their vvitholding certain lands belonging to his wnfe. He firft 
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plundered and laid wafle their country, then attacked their 
«ity, took and levelled it with the ground, ufing the citizens 
with the utmoft inhumanity : from thence he pafTed to 
Ferrarn ; affaulted and took a city on the confines, treating it 
in the fame manner he did Uderza. Upon his return ioVe- 
his views rofe in proportion to his fuccefs; he pradifed 
every cxcefs of an abfolute and barbarous tyrant. That he 
might be able to proceed with impunity, he was conftantly at- 
'^tended by a ftrong body guard, and a numerous garrifon in 
the palace : but no defend is fufficient to proteA a tyrant 
againft the refentment of an injured people. The Fenaians^ 
calling to mind thr-tr ancient liberty, fuddenly fell upon the 
guard, difperfed^Xiem, and facrificed the doge to their refent- 
ment. Other hiWorians relate (for they lijifter in particular 
circumftances in every period), that the doge retreating to his 
palace, defended himfelf with great valour : that upon this 
the aflailants fet fire to the houfes neareft the palace, not be- 
ing able to approach it, which in a little time confiimed them, 
the palace, doge, and garrifon. This is probably the feme ^ 
fire which other hiftorians affirm to have happened in the 076.* 
beginning of C<mdiano\ dogefbip ; but the accounts of this 
traafaftion are i!b various, that we muft leave the reader to de- 
^termine for himfelf. Upon this calamitous occafion perilhed 
tlfe beautiful churches of St. Mark^ St. Theodore^ and St. 

Mary fubentca. 

The republic, fays Salellicus, having recovered her liberty, 
it was difficult to judge whether her joy at finding herfclf rid 
of a cruel tyrant, or forrow to fee the ravages committed by 
the fire, were the greateft : nothing but fcafting, mirth, and 
feftivity were to be feen on the one hand ; while on the other, 
complaints, lamentations, and wailings, were poured forth. 

The council, fearing the confeqiiences of this diftradled fitua- 
tlon of things, haftened to the eleflion of a new doge. After 
their late fufferings, it is not to be doubted but they ufed the 
utmoft caution and circumfpe<Slion in th.e choice of a prince : 
they were happy in their encieavours, the election having 
been declared in favour of Pietro Urfeolo^ a man equally dif- 
tin^iftied by his birth, his public and private virtues. 

PIETRO URSEOLO, Doge XXIII. 

TJRSEOLO was with the utmoft difficulty prevailed upon Pietro 
to accept tht honouis affigned him by the voice of the nation**: Urfeolo, 

doge 
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he pleaded confcience, inability, and his dillike to grandeur 
and bufmefs ; but the more his modefty declined the offers 
made him, the more earneft were the people in their intrea- 
ties. At length, out of love and compaffion for the public, 
he accepted that authority of which the lefs deferving were 
ambitious from views of felf-intereft. He begun his govern- 
ment with rebuilding the palace and St. Mark's church at his 
own expence ; he made large donations to the fufferers by^ 
the late hre, and omitted nothii^ which could reftore the 
city to its former fplendor, or theCitizens to their happinefs % 
^he Sara- While he was thus employed, the Saracens broke into Italy, 
cens come took and deftioyed Capua, and were befid^ing Barri, a town 
into Italy. Jn the Bergamafeo- T he inhabitants were gr«>tly dittreffed by 
' famine, when Urfeolo feafonably arrived with a fleet to their 
relief : he contented himfelf with fupplying the town with 
provifions, and reinforcing the garrifon, until the arrival of the 
Grecian fleet. As foon as they had joined him, he fell upon 
the Saracens with fiich refolution and condudf, that he foon 
defeated and compelled them to raife the fiege : it deferves 
notice, that the emperor’s lieutenant ferved under Urfeolo. 
In the mean lime tlfe doge’s condufl: was fo moderate, his 
manner fo affable, his vigilance fo ftridf, and his juftices fo 
impartial, that every unprejudiced perfon acknowledged the 
A. D, ^ifdom of his condufl: fadtions, however, were formed againft 
9 / 7 * him by the adherents and minifters of the late unhappy Can^ 
diano. The bifliop of Grada had likewife nearly engaged the 
republic in a war with the emperor Otho\ but the wifdom of 
Urfeolo triumphed over every difficulty, and fecured tranqui- 
lity, peace, and happinefs to his people After a fhort reign 
of two years, he refigned the trufl he had managed with fo 
much integrity, and fetout on a pilgrimage to Aquitaine (C) ; 
after having with the utmoft care regulated the affairs of the 
public in fuch a manner, that his fucceflbr might not be em- 
barrafled, and bequeathed his eftate to the republic, telling 
the fenate he fhould have little occafioii for riches in exerci« 
fing the duties of religion ^ ^ 

^ Sansov. dql. V. p., * Blond, de g. V. Sabel. I. 7. 2, 

^ Sabel. 1 . 1. d. 2. ^ 

(C) The doge had under- his former dignity. Infucha^s 
taken this pilgrimage at the in- of aufterity did the religion of 
fligation of one Queria, a monk, thofe days confifl ; as*if one of the 
who refided for feme time at firll duties of a reafonable crea- 
Yenke\ he Ijj'cd for fomc years ture was not to contribute all in 
Jn Aquitaine in a enurfe of rigid his power to the good of fociety^ 
devotion, quite Unmindful of 
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V IT A L I S, Doge XXIV. 

The afiembly met to appoint a fucceflbr ; Vitalis^ fon of Vitalis, 
Candiano^ was the perfon fixed upon. Of him, or of the 
republic during the year he governed, we find nothing re- • 
corded, befidcs his having obtained leave for his brothei the 
bifhop of Grada to return to the city. About the end of the 
'year he fell dangeroiifly ill, and imagining he fliould not re- 
cover, he vowed to live ^ V^naftic life the remainder of his 
days, which he unwillingly performed after the terrors of death 
were removed “• j 

TRIBUNO aAmIO, Doge XXV. 

A NEW eleflion became neceflary by the refignation of A. D. 
Vitalh \ accordingly the great council chofe Trihmo Metuo^ 979* 
a man of profound wifJom and experience. Civil difeords Tribuno 
arofe in the very beginning of government, which Memio, 

miferably diftradled the republic. The powerful families of doge 
Morofuii and Caloprint had carried their animofity fo high, XXV. ] 
that every day pi educed tumults, riots, -and blood/hed \ Mo- 
rojini was at length murdered by an oppofite fadtion ; and 
Caloprini forced to fly the city to avoid juflice. He went di- 
redtly to the court of the emperor Otho^ and promifed to de- 
liver the city into his hands, if he would declare war againft 
the republic : the emperor bearing a grudge to the Vene- 
tians^ would willingly have complied with CnIoprinPs propo- 
fal, had he not found it inconvenient. In fome meafure he 
gratified this fugitive, by ftridlly prohibiting all the fubjedts of 
the empire to carry on any fort of trradc, commerce, or in- 
tercoufe with the Vencilans, As Venice was wholly fupplied in 
corn, beef, and the other neceflaries of life from Italy and 
the empire, this injundiion foon produced a famine : however, 
tile republic would nor defeend from its dignity by making 
conceflions to the emperor •, on the contrary, they razed to 
the ground the houfe of Calopnni^ and baniflicd his whole fa- 
mUy. Juft as their neceflities became extremely prefting, 
th|y were happily relieved by the death of Otho y, the fucceed- 
Jhg emperor not chufing to fupport Caloprini againft his coun- 
try. Plenty and peace were hardly reftored ro Venice when 
Tribuno Memo died, or as fome hiftorians affirm, was de- 
pofed : certain it is, that his government was not univer- 
fally approved. A prince who takes part in fadlions niuft ne- 

“ Sansov. ibid. * Sabel. ibid. ^ •Sabel. 1 . i, 
d. 2. * FiAV. de geft. Ven. Idem Hill. 1 . 3. d. 2. 
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ccfTarily incur the diflike of many of his fubje'fls, and govern 
with a partiality that will infallibly render him' odious, and 
his people unhappy. 

A. D. PIETRO URSEOLO the Second, Doge XXVI. 

991- PIETRO URSEOLO the fecond, was declared fucceffor 
Pietro Ur- to Tribuno by the council and people, a dignity which is faid 
feolo, to have been foretold him by his father. Under Urfcolo the « 
republic afeended rapidly to a higjj|>»degrec of wealth, power, 
and grandeur. The Venetians obtained liberty for their mer- 
chants to tmde freely without duty or impgft to all the ports 
TVar ^itb Greece^ Italy, the empire, E^t, Syria : the Narentines 
//&^Ngren- were again fupprefled, reduced, and witR feveral cities 

tines. of Dalmatia and IJiria, annexed to Venetian dominions: 

LeJJina, the rendezvous of pirates, was taken ; Spahtro fub- 
dued and fubje£led to St. Mark's, Thence the doge failed to 
Corfou, which he attacked and dedroyed : he then fleered for 
Pharos, (now Lefnia) and deftroyed aftrong fort atTthe mouth 
of the haven, the town (haring the fame fate, after a gallant 
defence. T he duke having cleared the feas of pirates, fub- 
jedied IJlria, Dalmatia, Liburnia, and the i (lands upon the 
coafts, to the ftate, returning triumphant, furrounded by the 
acclamations of his joyful people : upon this occafion it 
that the title of dukes of Venice and Dalmatia was conferred 
upon the doges Magiftrates were immediately appointed 
to govern the conquered cities, and every other meafure 
Pietro Ur- taken that could eftabliih their tranquility. Soon after C/r- 
feolo<^>j. died, having by will divided his eftate into three parts; 

one he bequeathed to his relations, the other to the exchc* 
quer, and the third to the poor. He defcrvedly bore the re- 
putation of a great warrior and ftatefihan ; but what particu- 
larly endeared him to the people was the goodnefs of his 
heart, which made him the friend, the father, and protestor 
of indigent merit 

A. D. or HO URSEOT.O, Doge XXVII. 

To repair in the heft manner polliblc the lofs fuftained/by 
? 1 death of fo valuable a prince, the council raifed his fon 

XXVl/^^ to the fupreme dignity. Otho fo cxadlly followed the 

fteps of his father, that the republic was fcarcc fenfible of the . 
change. 

“ Blond 1. 3. d. 2. Sansov, del. v. de p. Des. p. 2. 
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Two years after he had been created doge, he found it 
ueceffary to engage the republic in a war. "Fhe inhabitants 
of had made incurfions into the territories, P^tin- 
dering and dellroyiiig the I rentier towns, and cruelly robbing * 
the inliabitants of Loretto of their juft rights and privileges. 

The Venetians endeavoured to obtain juflicc by negociation ; 
but this being denied, they marched an army againlt the ene- 
my, defeated them in a pitched battle near the town of Lo- 
^retio^ difperfed their forces, and compelled them to fue for 
peace, and make reflitutioS 

Soon after the republic had fihifhed this affair, flue found 
herfelf involved in^anotlicr, and no lefs trouhlefonie quairel. 
Marcimirns^ pKiicc of Crcalia^ had infefled the boundaries of 
^jLara^ feized I'evcral towns, detaining the inhabitants prifo- thephnee 
ners until they had Iw'orc allegiance to him, contrary to an ^Croatia, 
exprefs treaty concluded a few ycais before with the republic. 

7 ’he inhabitants of Xara applying to the Venetians for aflif- 
tance, were fupported by a powerful armament, commanded 
by the doge in perfon. Mardmirus gave him battle, and 
was eafily broken and defeated Hiflorians do not inform 
us whether this w’ar w^as carried on by fca or bind ; they only 
relate, that OtJjo having vanquiflicd the enemy, fcoured the 
coafls of Dalmatia^ Liburuia^ and Ijhia^ which his father had 
Brought under the dominion of the republic. Soon after his 
return, a confpiracy w^as foimcd againft him, headed by Do- ^ rj 
minicQ Flahenico : he W’as feized, his beard fliaved, depofed, 
and banifhed, fifteen years after he had afllimed the fupreme 
authority ; Sabellicus fays five, admitting which there muft 
have been an interregnum of ten years ; a conjeflure fup- 
ported by no authority. Otho was poffcffcd of great abilities 
in the fenate, the cabinet, and the field. He had a parti- 
cular talent in w'atching incidents and turning them to the ad,»- 
vantage of the ftate ; he was naturally inclined to w^ar, but 
the general plan of his politics aimed at peace, and promot- 
ing arts, induftry, and commerce : however, his charadicr 
was not without blemifli ; hi^was vindi£live, cruel, and jea- 
lols, except when his good fenfe found it neceflary to fup- 
yrlfs his natural diTpofition ^ 

PIETRO C ENTRjf NIG O^DogcXXVllL 

No fooner was Otho depofed, than Pietro Ceniranigo was . 

cleflcd doge. Pietro applied himfelf affiduoufly to compofe ^ 
the tumults occafioned by the late confpiracy ; to eftablifli 


Otho 
pofeei hy 
' confpiracy* 

A. D. 

1026, 
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order, regularity, and peace through every part of the rcpub* 
lie. When Otho was baniflied, his brother Urfo^ fearing he 
might fall a facrifice to the fame faflion , fled precipitately 
from his diocefc oi Grada, and concealed himfelf in Venice^. 
Pepirtf patriarch of Aquihia^ taking advantage of his flight, 
and of the public difturbances, feized upon Gratia^ pretending 
that he held it for Urfo^ and appropi iated the public money 
to his own ufe. Centranigo was preparing to force him to . 
Jkpofid, make reftitution, when he was depefed and confined to a mo- 
naftery by a faflion, after having governed with great hu-. 
manity and prudence, for the fpacc of five years 

DOMINICO FLABE^NICO, Doge XXIX. 

^ . . After variousrfumults and diforders in the ftaie, during 

Fla™enr° interregnum of one year,* Doymnico Flahenico was railed to 
, ^ the fupreme authority with the univerfal aflent of the people. 
XXIX adminiftration with a moft vindidive, un- 

juft, and unpopular adion ; afiembling the people, he pro- 
pofed expelling the hmiXy of JJrfeolo as perfons difaffeded to 
the free conftitution of^ the republic, and ambitious of ruling 
arbitrarily. The multitude, unmindful of the juft govern- 
ment, wife condiid, and great bravery of Otho and his father, 
determined to oblige the doge and fecure their lib.Tties, by 
which means one of the moft noble, ancient, and worthy fa- 
milies in received a wound, of which it never after- 

wards recovered In Dominico\ reign it was ordained, that 
no future prince ftiould aflbeiate a colleat^ue in the fupreme 
power i a rule ever fince unaltered K Without performing 
one fignal adion he died of old age, and was fucccedcd by 
Dominica Contarhii^ called to the government by the general 
voice of the nation. 

A. D. DOMINICO CONTARINI, Doge XXX. 

1043; The confufions of the laft reign had prevented the rc- 
Dominico public from punifliing the perfidj of the prince of Croatia^ who 
Contarini, was not to be reftrained by treaties, or the moft folemn e*- 
dogeXILX* gagemen/s, whenever his intereft and ambition were cgIi- 
cerned : he had now abfolutely fubdued Xara^ and over-run 
a great part of the country; many cities had likewife re- 
volted to him, either out of ficklencfs, or diflike to the Ve^ 
netian government. To put a ftop to thefe evi!s,^the doge, 
with a powerful fleet, fet fail to the coaft of Dalmatia^ landed 

^ Elond. <fc. g. V. ? Sansov. del. v. p. Sa- 
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his army, and invcfltd Zara by fea and land : the city did not 
hold out long ; and the terror with which the furrender of 
this important place ftruck the other cities, kept them faft 
in their obedience and fidelity Sanfovtm relates, that Zara 
had revolted to the king of Hungary, whofe troops compol'ed 
the garrifon at the time it was reduced by Contarini. 

DO MIN ICO SELFO, Doge XXXI. 

After a happy reign ^of twenty-nine years, Contarini Contarini 
died, greatly admired' for his wifdom, valour, and conduit ; 
and no lefs belovct^ on account of his counefy, humanity, 
benevolence, and clemency '. His body was interred with 
great pomp ; 'during which ceremony Dotninlco Sdvo, who Dompiico 
attended, was proclaimed doge, amidft (he acclamations of Selvo, 
the people. T'dis doge had the honour of giving the firft dogeXXXL 
check to the Norman power, at that time very formidable ; 
they were attacked before Durazzo by the Venetian fleet, de- 
feated, and* forced to relinquifli the fiege. They returned 
foon after, and were a fecond time attacked by Selvo, but 
with different fortune ; he was now defeated in his turn, and 
his whole fleet, taken and deft roved : although, the doge had 
exKibited very extraordinary proofs of courage and condudf, 

Iv; no fooner arrived in Venice, than the people, exafperated 
at the lofs, depofed him without ever enquiring into his 
condudt. 

VITAL IS FALIERO, Doge XXXII. 

VITALIS FALIERO was chofen to fuccccd Selvo: his 
firft propofal in council was, that ambafl’adors fhould be dif- 
patched to the emperor Alexis, to folicit the inveftiture ofX>ia/-^ XXXlI. 
matia Croatia, countries which the republic held by the ^ jj * 
right of conqueft. Domini co Dandalo, Ciani Vitalis, and j^g ' 
Indrea MichacU, were the perfons fixed upon to negotiate 
this important affair : the emperor received them as they had 
rcafon from the fervices of the republic to expeft, granted 
th|ir requeft, by which thofe provinces were infeparably an- 
nc^ed to the Venetian dominions. Faliero died after a long 
i^ign diftinguifhed only by miracles and fables, the offspring 
of fuperftition and ignorance. , 

VITALIS M IC HALE LDogeXXXlU. 

He was fucceeded by Vitalis Michaeli, who greatly au^- VitaEs 
mented the maritime power of /^ewVc. In his time the croi- Michaeli, 

' • -/.XXXIII 

*' Sabel. 1 . 3. d. z. ’ Sabel. 1 . 3. d. 2. 
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fade was preached up in Europe : the republic was not proof 
againft the contagion of cn^hufiafin ; flic took part in the holy 
league, and equipped a fleet of two hundred veflels. Before 
this armament put to fea, a rupture with the republic of Pifa 
happened, owing to the mutual jealoufy of the rival flates : 
the Pemtiafis firft attacked and defeated the Pifms in a bloody 
fea aflion; after which the fleet fleered for Smyrna^ and 
from thence direfled their courfe to Afcahn^ then befieged by 
the chriftians. To the intrepidity of \!<\zVenetiam may be* 
attributed the conqueft not only of Afcahn^ but of Caiphu^ 
and Tthtrias : it is probable the doge would have purfued his 
good fortune, had he not been recalled lo repel an invafion 
of the Normans into Dalmatian .Here he was equally fuccefs- 
ful 5 the Norma7i$ were every where defeated, and the doge 
returned loaded wnh booty and gloiy to Venice i foon after 
which he died, n* ch efteemed and regretted. 

0 RD Ll.. PIIO VJLIEROy DogcXXXIV^. 

Ordda^ ORDELAPHO FALIERO was ele£lcd to fuccccd Vi^ 
pho Fa- * he was fcarcc "fixed ir. his authority when a great 
hero, doge fleet was again fent to the coafl of Africa ; Hale/licus calls the 
XXXIV. number fixty, but Blondus mak^s it up one hundred. The , 
Venetians Balcizvin »'i ihc of PtolemaiSj or Aeon j 

and were the chief inftruments of its furrender ; afterwards 
they laid ficge to Sydon and Faronica^ both which places they 
carried by affault. Baldwin^ in recompence of her fervices," 
prefented the republic with the city of Acre^ which he en- 
dowed with extraordinary immunities and privileges ; upon 
which the fleet returned borne, doing nothing more for the 
remainder of the feafon 

Warnmth The beginning of the following year a controverfy arofc 
the Padu- between the republic and the Paduans^ which terminated in 
a war : the latter, allifted by fome of the neighbouring flates, 
ventured a battle ; but were defeated with the lofs of fix hun- 
dred of their men. This affair happened at Bebia^ juft uprn 
their confines,* and fo terrified the Paduans^ that they fcjki- 
cited prote£lion from the emperor Henry the fourth \ 
emperor generoufly ufed his influence to reconcile them, and 
ilicceeded. 

This year two dreadful fires happened, which deflroyed 
a great number of houfes, confumed whole ftreettf, and laid 

* Blonp. Hift. d. 3 . 1. 4 . 
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wafte Tixtecn of the iflands on which the city flood : fevc- 
ral of the moft beautiful churches, and other buildings pe- 
riflicJ in the flames ; but fo great was the induttry, wealth, 
and number of the inhabitants, that in a few months hardly 
any remains of the late defolation were vifible. The city 
received new luftre by the lire ; and the churches, boufes, 
and buildings, Teemed to rife with additional grandeur and 
^'elegance out of their aflhes 

Scarce had the republic recovered this calamity when 
news arrived of the revolt of Zara : the citizens expelled 
their governor, and^ut themfelves under the proteftion of the 
king of Hungary, This prince, puffed up with his late luc- 
cefs ajTainft the Normans^ which by the wav he chiefly owed 
to the Fenciiam^ was fo ungrateful and perfidious, as to feijtc 
upon feveral towns in Dalmatia^ contrary t) . iblemn treaty; 
other cities, and among thefe voluntarily ackrovv hedged 

his dominiog, throvving off their a’:.:gfancc * > republic**. 

The doge paiTed with a ftrong ! /’-.ad.on to Dalmatia^ be- 
liegcd Ztfr^r, and loon obliged it to fuj render. Ordelapha 
llkewife defeated an army that had been fent to the relief of 
the^Iace, flew ^ great number, and took fome hundreds pri- 
Ibners. From hence he marched to Siegua^ which had like- 
* Mfe revolted, drove out the Hun^^^'frian garrifon, and feverely 
chaftifed the inhabitants . the other towns fubmitted of 
courfe, and once mere acknowledged the juriidiciion of the 
republic. The doge, not fatisfied v/ith recovering Dalmatia^ 
croffed the mountains \vAo Croatia and whollj fubdued it; War 
whence the republic afliimed the title of lo'ds of Croatia^, the prince 

ORDELAPHO having fettled the provinces, and left gar- £/'Croati» 
rifons in the cities, returned to Venice^ attended by a great 
number of prifoners of condiiicn and rank, where he was joy- 
fully received by the people. His flay was but (hort ; for ^ j) 
another great army of llun^ariaus entering Dalmatki^ made " 

a rapid progrefs in the conquett of the province. The 
doge knowing the Dulmatians^to be of an inconftant fickle 
drl^fition, thought that no time was to be lofl in oppofing 
thJIenemy : fitting cur, therefore, a fleet with the utmoft 
expedition, he landed his troops, and engaged the enemy. The 
confli£t was violent, vidory for a long time declaring for 
neither fide : at laft the doge, incenfed at the refiftance of 
an enemy often conquered by the Fenetiam^ broke in upon 
their ranks with a chofen body of troops, which would have 
.certainly determined the battle favourably, had he not uiihap- 

Saetll. 1.6. d. I. ** Bi.ond. deg. V. Sa- 
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pily been mortally wounded. His death fo difpirited the 
netians^ that dil'perfing themfelves they quitted the field, leav- 
ing the wounded to the mercy of the Hungarians^ who cruelly 
butchered all the prifon'ers, and fo fuccefsfully purfued the 
rear of the flying army, that a prodigious daughter enfued. 
The whole city was greatly afifided at the defeat of their ar- 
my, and death of their prince, who fo bravely aflericd the 
rights of the republic : the people were clamorous for a* 
peace, and the council irrefolui6. It w'as at length deter- 
mined to fend ambailadors to the king ot Hungary^ to obtain 
a truce at Icaft, upon the beft terms p<?flible : in the mean 
time the body of Orddapho was brought to Vetilce^ and ho** 
rourably interred, being attended with all the nobility in deep 
mourning, and tne re4 of the people,* who loved his perfort 
as much as they admired his courage \ 

DOMENICO MICHELU DogcJfXXV. 
Domenico DOMENICO MICHELI fucceeded to the government. 
^YVY Ifn^^cdiately after his^ accelfion, the pope’s nuncio arrived in 
4f.AXXV. and excited filch a fpirit of ciuhufiarm in the people, 

that it was unanimoufly refolvcd to fend a fleet to aililbthe 
chriftians in Jfrica. Such was the ea'gcrncfs of the citizens to 
embaik in this expedition, that they ftrove whole names 
fliould be fir ft enrolled, and in a few days a fleet of fixty gal- 
lies put to fca, fleering its courfc to Dalmatia, Tho doge hav- 
ing viflualled the fleet, failed from thence to Cyprus^ where 
hearing that the Saracens were befieging jeppa^ he made the 
beft fail he could thither. Thegarrifim was reduced to the laft 
extremity when the doge arrived, furprifeJ, and defeated the 
enemy, made a prodigious fiaughter, and obliged the Sara- 
cens precipitately to raife the firge-^^ ; the booty which the 
Venetians took upon this occ'fnn was immcnlc, and fuffi- 
cienlly reimburfed the cxpence of the expedition. After this 
vldlory the doge went Kojerufalem,^ where he was kindly re- 
ceived, and complimented upo#i his conduvSt and Iwte fuccifs. 
Tyre he- TYRE was next beficgcd by the united forces of the re[iib- 
fieged, lie and V(irir}mdh\^)\o^ oi j€7'ufalc?n. It had been agreed, (hat 
^ v/hen the cities of Tyre and /Jjlalon wcie reduced, the Venetians 
Ihould (hare two-thirds of the fpoils and property taken. Ac- 
cordingly the city was invefted by fea and land for two 
months: the gariifon made no overtures towards a capitu- 
lation ; and feuds, jealoufies, and fufpicions, began to diftra£l 
the council^ of the bcficgers. The troops on fhore com- 
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pSained, that all the fatigue, dangers, and hardftiips of the 
iioi^c fell upon them, while the Venetians lying at cafe in their 
(hfps, were to reap the chief advantages from their fuccels ; 
thefe and other complaints being either redrefied or filenced by 
the doge, peace and harmony were re-eftabliflied, and the fiege 
profccuted with fo much vigour, that the garrifon was forced 
to furrendcr at diferetion. The fhare agreed upon was with- 
out any difpute affigned to the Venetians, whofe moderation as 
well as courage gained the^ji great reputation. 

While the Venetians were gathering laurels in Syria, Ca- . ^ 
loiane Comnenius, fcn of the emperor AUxts, jealous of the 
great reputation of the republic, refolved to attack her, weak- ^ 

cned by the abfence of the fleet and doge ; but the Venetians • 
having timely notice of his intentions, fecalled the doge. 

Stopping at Rhodes on his way home to refiefli and water the 
fl( et, the inhabitants refufed to furnifli him with the nccef- 
larics he demanded : incenfed at this denial, he attacked the 
city, took dnd levelled, it with the ground. From thence he 
failed to Chios, which he likewife laid wafte and deftroyed, 
carrying ofF the body of St. IJidore, io tliofe days reputed a 
treafure of ineflimable value ; then he feized uqon Santos, 

LcUos, Andros, and all the other iflands of Archipelago, 
belonging to the emperor. Setting fail to Dalmatia, he re- 
covertd Zara, Spolatra, and Trahu, places which had re- 
volted in the preceding adminiftration : this glorious cam- 
paign ended, he conduced his fleet back to Venice, where he 
wai joyfully received by the people*'. From this time to bis 
death Domenico' pacific mcafures, and cultivated the 
arts, commerce, and indiiftiy. The republic had acquired 
great honour and wealth under him, and w^as advancing by 
large ftrides to that high pitch of glory, grandeur, and power, 
ihe foon after attained. 

PIETRO POLANI, Doge XXXVf. 

^OMENICO MICHELL was fucceeded by Pietro Po- pjetroPo- 
/tf/V, his lon-iiidaw. Soon after Polanis acceflion the Padu- * 

am* unmindful of the conditions of the late peace, began to XXXVL 
Encroach upon the frontiers of the republic. 'Fhe Venetian 
general on the continent highly refented their perfidy, and, 
without confuliing his fuperiors, attacked and defeated 
the Paduan army ; the llaiighter was great on both 
fides, but the honour of the field remained to the Venetians, p^jua 
This fingle battle difpofed both parties to peace, which ac- 
couli ugly was toncluded on condition that the ba- 

^ Sabell. L 6. d, I. 
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nifli^ from their city the promoters of the war. Tranquil^ 
had no fooner been reftofed to the republic, than it was again 
diilurbed by a requeft from the emperor Emanuel^ that the 
Venetian fleet might be fent againfl Roger king of Sicily^ and 
ion of Guifeard prince of the Normans. A powerful arma- 
ment was equipped to aflift the emperor, and Polani embarked 
in perfon in the expedition; but meeting with a terrible 
llorm that damaged the fleet, he put into Caorli to refit. 
Here the doge fell dangeroufly ill^ and defpairing of recover-, 
ing foon enough to cortic up with the Normam^ he committed 
the fleet to his brother Giovanni^ witha orders to proceed 
againft the the enemy. Giovanni taking and deftroying feve- 
lal of Roger*s (hips he met with in his cruize, failed to Corfu^ 
which he reduced by force. On his way from thence he 
met the whole fleet coming to the relief of the 

place. Immediately an a£iion began: Giovanni attacked 
with great fury, and was received with equal valour ; but the 
VeneUans proving the more ikilful mariners, golt the wind- 
ward of the enemy, fooh broke their line, funk, took, and 
TX^Venc- deftroyed a number oC their fliips, and at lafl: gained a com- 
tians^^^/7/ plete viftory with an inconfiderable lofs*. il'he empire be- 
the Sicili- jng thus relieved, Giovanni returned with the fleet to Venice^ 
9X1 feet. \ 2 i prodigious booty, and a great number of prifoners : but 

the doge’s death, which happened a few days before, pre- 
vented the general expreffions of joy for fo glorious a vi£lory. 
At the death of Roger king of Sicily^ the republic entered into 
an alliance with JVilliam his fucceflbr, who grained a variety 
. of valuable privileges and immunities to the Venetian mer- 
chants trading to his dominions. Six (hips of war were this 
year fent out to clear the gulph of pirates, in which they 
were fo fucceTsful, that a boat loaded with gold, fays RhnduSy 
miglit eaiily pafs from one end of the Adriatic to the other; 

DOMENICO MOROSINI, DogeXXXVII. 

Domenko In the room of the latc^. doge was elefled Dome^c^ 
Morofiii], Morofmi : in the beginning of his government a terrme 
doge fire broke out, ‘ which feme aferite to chance, others®^ 

XXXVir, defign, that confumed a great part of the city. The 
republic fpared no pains to difeover the caufe of this mif- 
fortune, but all their endeavours were to no purppfe; the 
incendiaries, if any there were, could never <Jbe brbu^C 
tojuftice*^. 

About this time Polani and other inhabitanriof^ritf 
were commftting feveral depredations and robberies on tb^ 

Blond. Hift. d*. 3. 1 . 3. * Sabell. 1. 7, d. x.^ 
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high (esLSfy which the republic thought it her duty to reprefa. 

Having for this purpofe fent the duke’s foni attended by Ma- 
rino Gra^ionico, the fleet befiegcd Pola^ and in a fliort time 
took it by florm, putting the chief pirates in irons, and par- 
doning tne other inhabitants, on their promifing to lend* 
yearly to Fonlce two thoufand weight of oil for the ufe of 
St. Mark\ church ^ Little befides happened under this doge, 

^who employed himfelf chiefly in religious and ecclefiaflical 
aftairs, building churches, fbunding monafteries, removing 
, the bodies of faints and martyrs, and other fuch a£):5 of what 
was then denominated piety. 

VITALIS MICHAELh DogtfXXXVIII. 

AIOROSINI was fucceeded by Vitalis MlchaeH the fecond* A. D. 
a man of prudence, valour, and experience: he perfuaded 1156. 
the republic to join France and England^ in fupporting the Vitalis 
claim of Alexander the third to the fee of Rorne^ in oppoficion Michaeli, 
tQ OSlavian, backed by the emperor Frederic. The emperor doge 
was incenfed at the proceedings of the republic, and gave or- XXXVIII 
ders to the flacee bordering upon the Venetian dominions to 
make incurflons, to plunder, deftroy, and lay wafle every 
^lage belonging to the Venetians”^. In confequence, a num- 
ber of petty flutes, who envied her greatnefs, joined in a 
league ofFcnfive and defenfive againft Venice. Verona^ Padua^ 
and Ferrara^ each of which had before felt the weight of her Verona, 
arms, now combined to deftroy the republic : they joined Padua, 
forces, and began with attacking the frontier towns ; among andYmz- 
the reft La Mothe^ a place of feme confideration, which they ra. 
difmantled, after plundering and making prifoners the inhabi- 
tants ; a new enemy likewife ftarted up. IZ/Wr, bi(hop of BiJIjop tf 
Aquileia., laying hold of the troubles of the ftate, had raifed Aquileia 
an army of Forllans and feized upon Grada^ not with inten- taken. 
tioh to keep it, but only to enrich and beautify his own ca- 
thedj^l with the fpoils of this {ec : however, the Venetians 
comng upon him, not only retook the plunder but fent the 
pre]a% and fevcral of his inferior clergy prifoners to Venice \ 

I*r would feem, that the fuccefs of this republic was be- Treachery 
come the objedl of envy and hatred of all the other powers ; o^Ema- 
for EmanueU emperor of Greece^ ufed his utmofl; addrefs nuel the 
to embroil the Venetians \e\th their ally William king of Sicily \ Greek 
but the fenate kept clear of this fnare, and made fpirited emperor. 
anfwers to the emperor’s ambafladors. This tnr2%tdL^Emanuel : 

* Sabel. ibid. ® Sabel. 1. 7, d. 1.^ " Ibid. Item 

Blond. Hill. d. 3. 1. 3. 
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A. D- he made it a pretence for declaring war againft the 
M70. and feizing upon the cities of Spalatra^ Trahu^ and Ragufa 

Soon after he fent ambafiadors to the Venetians^ to afl'ure them 
that his intention was not to detain thofe places, which in 
the (irft heat of paffion he had feized ; that be had the greateft 
afFe£tion for the republic, as well as gratitude for the many 
fervices they had done his predeceflbrs and the empire \ that 
their merchants might trade without fear of molcfiation in all 
his ports ; and that the Venetians might always rely upon his 
friendfiiip, notwithftanding the late differences. The Vene- 
tian merchants made themfclves happy with this inftance of 
the emperor’s generofity ; they fitted out large fleets, in or- 
der to repair the«lofs fuftained by the late flop to their com- 
merce ; but they foon received the reward of their credulity : 
their (hips no fooncr put into the ports of Greece than they 
were feized, the crews imprifoned, and the cargoes fent to 
the emperor’s warehoufes. A few who mado their efcape 
loon informed the republic of the perfidy of the Greet 
monarch?, A fpirjt of revenge fired every breaft, and 
a fleet was equipped to retaliate the injury, and puniOi thc^ 
treachery : this naval armament conliflea of an hundred 
gallies and twenty (hips of war, well manned and vicSluall^d^ 
who were foon joined by twenty Ihips and gallies from IJiria 
and Dalmatia^ the whole commanded by the doge in perfon. 
Trahu His firft exploit was againft TrahUy which he befieged, took, 
hejieged, demolifhed, in order to ftrike terror into the other towns 

that had thrown off the Venetian yoke, and acknowledged the 
dominion of Emanuel. Having fubdued the rebellious cities 
of Dalmatia, he fet fail for Negropmt : as he was preparing 
to enter upon hoftilities, the governor demanded a truce ; a 
conference enfued, in which the governor affured him that 
the emperor would prefer a difadvantageous peace to a fuc- 
cefsful war"! : but his intention was only to gain time/ as 
appeared by the refult. The bifhop of Equiline, and Maiiajfes 
Bodoairio, were difpatched lo^Emanuel, from whom they Joulci 
obtain nothing but fair (peeches and fpecious promifesjlupon 
which they could have n6 dependance after the late viefayon 
of the moft folemn oatbs : fometimes he would approve of 
their demands; again he would refer them to his council ; 
then he would fend ambaffadors to Vitalise with different 
terms : in fhort, it was obvious that he intended nothing 
more than to protrad the time;- the biflic^and Bodoairie, 
therefore# took their leave and returned to the doge, whom 

® Sabel. 1. 7. d. !• p Ibid» ^.Sabbl, L7. d. u 
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they found at Chtos^ which illand he had reduced during their 
abfence ^ The emperor’s intrigues fucceeded fp well, that 
the feafon was fpent in negociations, which terminated where 
they began : the doge, therefore, refolved to winter at Chios^ 
in order to be ready the following campaign ; but a conta- 
gious diftemper appearing among his troops, carried them 
off in great numbers. I'he report was, that the fprings and 
Wells in the ifland had been potfoned by the emperor’s order ; 
and indeed fo violent was the diforder, and fo great the havock 
among the troops, tjiat there feemed room for fufpicion •. 

The doge, perceiving the contagion to encreafe among his 
men, thought proper to return home ; by which means the 
infeiSlion was received and foon fpread c^Ver Venice^ fwcep- 
ing off daily incredible numbers of all ages, fexes, and de- 
grees. The people began to murmur and complain of the 
doge’s conduft, which they aferibed to defign and treachery, 
rather than imprudence inattention ^ This was the temper 
of the city when tlft great council met : here it broke out with 
the utmoft violence ; nothing but uplvaidings and revilings 
could be heard ; the prince was called a monfter, traitor, and 
parricide; a wretch that had fold his country to the blackefl 
. and moft perfidious of all enemies, and who had even dipt 
his hands in the blood of that people he was bound by every 
law, human and divine, to prote£l. He was not per- 
mitted to make his defence ; they fuppofed him guilty, and 
the cleared proofs and drongeft conviction could not alter 
their fentiments. In (hort, he fell a facrifice to the ftrong 
pai&ons, furious zeal, and blind prejudices of an incenfed 
multitude : his body was indantly mangled and torn in 
pieces, his name ftigmatized with infamy, his houfe razed to 
the ground, and his innocent family banimed the city Thus, 
by an extraordinary fatality, perimed Vitalis Michaeli^ after he 
Ited governed for the fpace of feventeen years, with modera- 
tion, prudence, courage, and condudl. His misfortunes 
wAld feem to arife from his dWn integrity and the treachery 
of Ills enemy. 

• itiTALJS was fcarccly dead when the paflions of the 
people fubfided from rage into companion ; from refentment 
into pity'^. The edi£l which had baniflied his family was 
evoked, and the favours which he was incapable of receiv- 
ing liberally conferred on his wife, children, and domeftics. 
Upon this occafion was cre£tdd ifa'e feignory, or couiicil of ten, 

• 

' Sabell. ibid. * Sabel. ibid. Blond. Ilijfl. 1. 4. d. 3 . 
< Sabel. ibid. " Sabel. J. 1. d. 1. Hin. 
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to take cognirance of all tumults, riots, feditions, high crimes, 
and mifdemeanoucs 


* A. D. 

” 73 - 

Seballiano 

doge 

XXXIXa 


SEBASriANO ZIANh Doge XXXIX. 

SEBASTIANO ZIANU the fucceeding doge, was no 
fooner ele£Ied than he was involved in a war with Frederic 
Barbarojfa. Pope Alexander had taken fanfluary in Venice^ to 
avoid the perfecution of Barbarojfa^ who had profefled an im- 
placable hatred to him, for havin^refufed to ftand by the judg- 
ment the emperor gave in favour of Oclavian his rival. The 
AV»^r/^7ff5difpatched ambafladors to the emperor, who anfwered 
them in a rage, *‘Go and tell your prince and people, that 
“ Frederic the Roman emperor demands his enemy, who is 
** protedled by them. If they fend him not inftantly, bound 
“ hand and foot, he will overturn every law, human and di- 
‘‘ vine, to accomplifli his revenge: he will bring his army 
‘‘ before their city, and fix his viftorious ftandards in the 
market-place, which (hall float in trtfe blood of its citi- 
zens y.” The ambaflfadors returning with this terrible 
menace, it was agreed to equip a fleet with all expedition, 
and prepare for repelling the emperor’s meditated vengeance. 
While the Venetians were thus employed, Otho^ the emperor’s , 
(bn, entered the gulph with a ftrong fquadron of leventy-five gil- 
lies, and was making fail to the city. The doge refolved to op- 
pofe him with the few (hips which were fit to pul to fea : the 
fleets met off the coafl of J/lria^ and a dreadful battle cn- 
fued, the event of which was, that the doge conquered his 
enemy, took, funk, and deftroyed forty-eight of his fljips, 
and returned in triumph to Venice. From this time was con- 
tinued the ceremony of marrying the fea : il>c pope going 
out to meet the vi£)orious doge, prefented him with a ring, 
faying, ‘‘ Take, Zianij this ring, and give it to to the fea, as a 
“ teftimony of your dominion over it. Let your fucceff^ 
annually perform the fame ceremony, that pofterity nAy 
‘‘ know your valour has purckafed this prerogative, and Ab- 
“ jeded this element to you even as a hulband fubjedetikhis 
** wife 

OTHO was taken prifoner in this battle ; but he was per- 
mitted, on his parole, to vifit the imperial court of his father. 
This young prince had conceived the higheft friend(hip fqr 
the republic, and efteem for Ziani : he determined to ferve 
them, by putting an end to a war which the dates could not 




* Sabfl.^ I. 7. d. i. Y Sabel. 1 . 7. d. 1. Dbsd. p. 2. 
* Sabel. ibid. Blond. Flay, degell, V. 
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long fupport againft the power of the emperor. On hls'arrival 
at courti he urged fuch arguments as not only prevailed on 
Barharojfa to conclude peace with the republic, but to vifit a 
city fo famed for commerce and naval power. His arrival at 
Venice was equally unexpefled and agreeable : he was treated 
wkh all poflible refpe^f ; and on his departure attended to An^ 
cona by the doge, the whole fenate, and body of nobility. At 
Venice he was reconciled to the pope, both agreeing to con- 
fer the higheft honours and privileges on the doge and the re- 
public. It was foon after thTs event that Z/W, on account of 
his age, refigned thg ducal diadem, retiring to fpend his life 
in a monaftery, after he had governed the republic with great 
reputation, fpirir, prudence, andjuificc, for the fpace of eight 
years (A). • 


ORIO MASiTROP IErRO,T>c^gtX\., OmoM r 
ORIO MASTROPIETRO was now raifed to the dural tropietro’ 
dignity. SaielHais i elates, that a council of four perfons was * 

appointed to* chafe another council of forty, in which (hould 
icfide the power of electing a doge ; but no other hiftorian 
takes notice of this regulation: it is pjobable therefore that q.. . - 

Sabeliictis means,by thio council the firft rife of the pregadi, or 
fena!e, or of the forty judges in criminal cafes; for we do 
• nqt find one inftance in hifiory where a general afiembly of 
the nobility was not called at the death or refignation of a doge. 


(A) Before he retired he gave 
a prodigious fum of money in 
trull to the procurators of St. 
Marky as a perpetual fund for 
indigent orphans, widows, dif- 
trefled tradefmen, merchants, 
and all thofe who were i educed 
by miofortunes, and not lino’ 
extravagance, or negledl. He 
ftttled this endowment with a 
fimlicity, modefty, and referve 
becoming the true nature of 
chal tabic inilitutions : here 
was .no pomp, parade, or ollcn- 
t.'ftion; every thing was con- 
duced with the utmoft delica- 
cy and fecrecy; nor was the 
perfon relieved hurt by the 
manner of cftnftrring the obli- 
gation. He was privately fent 
for, and defired to give a faith- 
ful account of his fituation, cir- 


cumftances, and the enufes 
which had reduced him, which, 
with his name, were entered in 
a weekly rcgiller, and in a few 
days the fum the’ procurators 
thought necefiary was fent to 
him. The trullees made up 
their accounts annually, to be in- 
^efled by the feignory, the 
lavij, and the doge, to prevent 
the abufe or embezzlement of 
j:he charity. However, in pro- 
cefs of time, this noble inftitu- 
tion, like all other public en- 
dowments, was proitituted to 
the bafe purpofes of the trullees, 
nobility, and whoever had 
weight, interell, and influence 
to make the proper application, 
without regard to merit or 
V want (i). ^ 


(i) Sanfrjlnoj Hht 13. p. *31* 
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Mji^ROPJBTRO was no foner fixed in' the fovereign 
authority chan he ftruck up a treaty with the Pifans^ and fet- 
tled all the differences between the fiates, that he might be 
at liberty topuniih the treacherous city of Zara^ which had 
a fourth time revolted, and received 2 l H ungarian gzxxlton^. 
The inhabitants of this place had, at different times, put the 
republic to great charges to keep them in obedience ; (he 
was now therefore determined to give them adecifive blow : 
for this purpofe a ftrong fquadron was equipped, many of the 
citizens contributing out of theif private fortunes to the ex- 
peuce, and embarking themfelves in the expedition. The 
flLct foon arrived upon the coaft of Dfil^hatia, reduced all the 
. rebellious iflands, and waspreparing to lay fiege to Zara^ when 
fheTope pope’s nuntio^arrived ^ His bufinefs was to requeff: the 
dc 77 ia^u!s a y,>}2^tians to defer the punifhment of the Zaratins^ that they 
feet fG he more be at liberty to embark in the holy war, 

jent to Sy- ftemming the conquefls of Saladincy which, like 

a torrent, overwhelmed Syria and Pakjiine. , 

The Venciiam^ unwilling to be wanting either in refpeft 
to his holinefs, or zeal for the church, raifed the fiege, and 
A. D. rcturp.cd to Venice wifti the fleet, to \ i£lual it for a longer 
1188. voyage, and receive a reinforcement of men ^md fliips. 3 ne 
expedition u Ted was fo gieat, that, in conjiinifion with the 
pifren fleet, tlicy were beficging Aeon long before the arrival ‘ 
of the other chriftian princes ; which city, after a tedious and 
bloody fiege, they fubdued. The fleet was fcarce arrived 
when the doge rcfigned his authority, having reigned four- 
OrloMaf- teen years; during which he maintained that charailcr of 
tiopictio wifdom, integrity, and virtue, for which he had been diffin- 
rfgffs. guiihed in a private ftation. 

HENRICO DANDOLO, Doge XLI. 

A. D. aflembly met (the council of forty, fays Sahetikm) for 

1 192. the eleflion of a new doge, when their choice fell up^i 

Henrico Henrico Damloloy under whom the republic arrived at a hfch 
Dandolo, pitch ofreputation, power, afid grandeur. I'he Aho 

doge XLI. envied the rifing dignity of Venice^ feized every occafiof of 
coming to a rupture. While they jointly carried on the fi^c 
of Acon^ numberlefs little feuds, jcaloufies, and differences 
had arifen among the foWiers. The Pifan fleet returning 
home from Syria, furprifed, took, and plundered the city 
Pola, then tributary to tht Venetians, leaving in fit a garrifon. 
I'he republic, not caring to put up with an aiFront fo flagrant, 

* Sabel. 1. 8. d. I, Blond, 1, 5. d. 3. Sabel. ibid, 
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fitted out fix fliips of war and fix gaIHes» which were imme- ^ . 

diately fent to retake Pola : in this they not only fucceeded, 
but in the deftru£tion of a great number of Pifan (hips lying 
in the harbour Soon after the Venetians intercepted, funk, 
took, and defiroyed a rich homeward-bound Turkey fleet. ^ p 
About this time it was the doge prohibited the merchants of 11^3* 
Verona to enter the ports of the Venetian dominions, or to 
carry on any kind of trade, intercourfe, or commerce, with 
the republic. The Vtromfe had plundered fome Venetian " 

traders in the river Adice\^2^\\A though the violence received 
no countenamee from the government, yet as no compenfa- 
tion was made to the fufierers, the doge thought this breach 
of the law of nations deferved to be refented. His fpirited 
conduct (bon brought the Veronefe to mal^e acknowledgments 
and fatisfa< 9 ion for the injury done ; upon which their mer- 
chants were reftored to their ufual immunities 

The republic at the fame time fent a ftrong fquadion 
againil tha combined fleets of Pija and Brunduftum. It was 
commanded by Giovanni Bafelio and Thomafo Phalerioy tw'o 
officers of experience and valour : they foon humbled the 
pride of the confederates, having not*only defiroyed all their 
Ihipping at feS, but ftruck terror into the whole coaft of . 
Brunduftum^ and even into the city. I'he BrHnditfmmjwzilc 
^ feparate peace, which foon reduced the Pifans^ unable to Peacewth 
carry on the war alone, to the ncceffity of accepting fuch terms Pifans. 
as the republic chofe to impofe ^ 

In confequciice of a treaty with Alexis and Baldwin earl ^ jy 
tii Flanders^ fixty gallies, twenty fhips of war, and a great j2oi' 
number of tranfports, were immediately equipped againft the 
JJlriam. So heartily did the republic engage in this enter- 
prize, that the doge, notwithfianding a defeft in his fight 
almoft to blindnefs, embarked with a choice body of troops 
The enemy, confounded with fo formidable an armament, 

^ent to demand peace upon any terms, and to acknowledge 
he fovereigiity of the republic : the revolted cities likewife 

turned to their duty, Zara alone remaining obfiinate: 
t5is place, therefore, the fleet attacked, though the city was 
^defended by ftiong walls and a numerous Hungarian garrifon, 
well provided. In the end, the perfeverance of the beficged 
was forced to yiejd to the bravery of the Venetians'^ the* city 
yiJiS difinantled, deprived of its privileges, the Hungarians 
.• 

^ Sabel. I. 8. d. I. BLOND.de gefi. V. ^ Sabbl. 
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mad^ prifoners, and many of the principal inhabitants put to 
death \ 

The fcafon in the meanwhile was fpent without any thing 
eftefied for the relief of the old emperor, the original purport 
of the treaty. The princes propofed wintering in Dalmaih, 
and deferring the expedition to Greece until the following 
fummer ; but their intention was altered by the tears, in* 
treaty, and eloquence of young Alexis : he pathetically la- 
mented his father’s blindnefs, imprifonment, flavery, and his 
own banifliment, by the cruelty ofr his uncle : he called upon 
the fricnclfliip his father inviolably preferved for the repub- 
lic; their faith, alliance, and compaffion. His eloquence 
was fo moving, his judgment fo ripe, and bis promifes fo 
large, that the prjnces determined upon affording him im- 
Conftaiui- mediate afiiftance, and accordingly failed for Greece, Con- 
nople ta- Jiantinopk was invefted and taken, the ufurper forced to fly, 
ke)i hy ‘tbet\xQ old Alexis reftored, and tranquility feemingly eftabliflied : 
French buj Alexis foon dying, his fon was cleded in his jroom, who 
rtWVene- ^33 few days after depofed and murdered by his own fub- 
je£ts, Myrtillus^ a man of obfeure birth, raifed by the fa- 
vour of old AlextSy fuming the imperial dignity ^ The 
- ^ French and Venetians were encamped without the city. Myr- 
‘ iillus's firft care, therefore, was to drive them out of his do- 
minions: for this purpofe he attempted to lurprizc iht 
camp ; but being repulfed, fhut himfelf up in Conjianiinople 
determined to^ftand a fiege. The allies affaulced it with fo 
much vigour, fpirit, and intrepidity, that the ufurper, un- 
able to wiihftand them, made his cfcape, leaving the city to 
the mercy of the conquerors : however, the citizens defended 
it for feme time after his flight ; but, after a fiegc of eighty 
days, were forced to furrend^. 

Baldwin Upon Baldwin was elcfted emperor, and all the chief 
made etn- ofHces of the empire filled up with Veneiiansy as a rccom- 
peror, pence for their fervices : Thomafo Morofmiy in particular^ 
was appointed patriarch of ConJlantimpUy the doge protofpatej; 
and many other favours were conferred upon the republic;!. 
The allies entered Thrace early in the fpring, and fubdued it;, 
then followed the conqueft of Candiay and other iflands in^ 
the ArchipelagOyVi\\\c\i were given to Venetians : in fhort, 
before the end of the campaign, the whole empire was fub- 
jedlcd to Baldwin^ and very confiderable acquifitions made by 
the republic. 

** Saqel. I. 8 . d. I. B(.ond. ibid. Blond, ut fapra. Daniel 
H ift. de Frarfce, vol. i. * Sabsl. Blond, and Daniel 
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During this expedition to Greece^ the Zaratinei again Zaratinca 
revolted, made inroads and incurfinns into the Venetian ter- rewk. 
ritories, drawing off feveral other cities from their allegiance. 

Rayniera Dandolo^ the doge^s fon, was lent with a fleet againfl: 
them : after divers battles and fieges they were conquered. 

Dandolo took feveral children of diftindlion as hoftages, raifed 
a heavy contribution, and obliged them to pay a yearly tri- 
^bute to the republic. About the fame time the doge and his 
fon returned to Venice^ loaded with rich booty, and dignified 
by laurels and victories ^ 0)i Dandolo kon after died, hav- 

ing acquired the reputation of a wife, a£live, and brave 
prince ; he raifed the republic to a degree of fplendor and 
confequence to which it had never before arrived, and laid 
the foundation of that greatnefs to which the Venetians foon 
attained He was fucceeded by Pietro Z/V?;;/, fon to the doge 
of that name. 

PI£TRO Z I A N /, Doge XLII. 

In the beginning of Zianis government ambafladors came A. D. 
from Conjlantinople to folicit the doge and fenate, that the *2oj. 
Venetians refidin^ in Greece might be allowed to chufe a Pietro 
praetdr, fubordinate to the republic, but with a fupremc Ziani, 
•po\yer over the Venetians refiding upon the Eaftern continent, do^e 
The fubjefls of the republic were fo numerous and powerful XLIL 
in Conjlantimpley and all the other parts of the empire, that 
it was thought neceflary to grant their requefl, finding it 
would be ‘inconvenient cither to fubjefl them to the laws of 
the empire, or remit every judicial cafe to Venice, In or- 
der to form a chain of territory, they were pcrmiited to con- 
quer all the iflands of the Archipelago, which had not yet ac- 
knowledged the fovereignty of the republic, and to include 
them in their own jurifdiftion, under certain limitations and 
reAri£lions. For this purpofe th^ Greek Venetians fitted out a — , ,, 
fl^, every man of a certain property fupporting the expence . 
of^cor more fhips, and reaping a proportionable (hare of 
the ^lonquefts. They foon reSuced Naxos^ Pharos, Molos, Greek 
Her?na, 2 lx\A. Andros, with feveral other iflands; aftei wards 
thay; attacked, and took Ntgropont, Euripa, Terns, Micona, 

Scif^a^ Philocotion, and Lemnos, leaving colonies in each 

Whilst private adventurers were acquiring wealth, and 
extendibg the dominion of the republic, the doge and great 
fleet were nof idle. He was fcarce got out of the gulph when 

^ Boniten. Comment, p, 63. Sansov. €el. vit. di 

Dan. Sabsl. 1 . 8. d. x. ^ Sabel, ibid. Blond, deg. V. 

he 



58 ^he Hijlcry of Venice; Q. ii 

he met with Leo VltranOt a famous Genoefr pirate^ who had 
infefted the Teas, making plunder of (hips of whatever nation 
fell in bis way : him the doge fought, defeated, carried pri* 
Leo Vi- foner to Corfu^ where he was hanged in terrorem. After re- 
trano/«/ covering he direfled his courfe firft to Modonety and 

ie death, Corona^ two cities famous for harbouring robbers, 

thieves, and pirates : thefe he entirely demoliihed, rooc^ 
ing out the infernal neft 

Soon after another fmall fquadron of the republic fell in 
with the grand Genoefe fleet, a( that time fcouring the Teas, 
and committing depredations unbecoming a civilized date 
and regularly planned government. Gtovanni Trevifanoy who 
j) commanded the Venetian fleet, confifting of nine gallies, at- 
f2c6. tacked the Genoefe^ and, after a bloody and obftinate engage- 
Genoefe ment, obliged tnem to flieer off, with the lofs of twelve of 
defeated, their ftips p. 

The following year a diflention arofe with the Paduansy at 
certain games inftitiited by the Trevifansy to which the gentry 
of all the neighbouring ftates affembled : the quarrel, which 
arofe from a trifling accident, foon produced ferious confe- 
iquences, and ended in a war, in which the Padttans were worft- 
ed, and obliged to fuc for peace. This the ffnetians granted at 
the intercelfion of the patriarch of Aquileia\ but it was of 
fliort duration : for another war foon broke out, which ter- 
minated equally to the ignonriiny of the Paduam and the glory 
of the Venetians 

f irfl^var The ifland of became now a bone of contention 

;;*Candia. between the rival republics of Venice and Genoa. It had not 
been well fettled under the Venetian government, when the 
Genoefiy envying the profperity of their fiftcr commonwealth, 
yv. D. began to excite the Candians to revolt, and (hake off the do- 
1207. minion of the republic : to this the Greeks were well difpofed; 
and, upon the promifeof powerful fuccours from Genoay fome 
of their chief men appeared in arms. They began witi^t- 
tacking the forts defended by garrifons, formingpia- 

gazines, and equipping a fl^ct : but, though the rcbelswere 
powerfully fupported, they could not long withftani the 
force of the Venetiansy the ifland was wholly fubdued, and di- 
vided among the nobility, on condition that they (hould main- 
tain it at their own expence, acknowledge the fovereignty of 
the mother country, pay a yearly tribute, and, when called 
upon, fit out a certain number of (hips to joijj the Venetian 
admiral \ 

"Sanscw. del. v.p. BoNiTEN.Com. p-64. PfiLOND.deg. V. 
s Blond, ftid. Sabell. 1 . 8. d. i. / Sabell. Blond, ibid 
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This tranquilky did not laft long ; for the Venetian gover- Second 
nor was murdered, and the very perfon he had called in to ^ar in 
his affiftance, gone over to the rebels, and now at the head Candia. 
of their forces : his name was Marco Sanuto^ a man of con- A. D, 
fiderable property in the neighbouring iflands. His intention 
was no lefs chan to become fovereign of independent of 

bis country ; though SabeUum fays, that he carried his rebel- 
lion no farther than the death of the governor, his inveterate 
enemy, which feems improbable from the continuance of the 
war longer. After various marches, counter-marches, feints, 
skirmifiies, and fieges on both Tides, at lad Gritti^ the Vene* 
tian general, was furprifed and defeated by the rebels : he 
made his efcape from the battle, and died a few days after of 
grief and fhame, for having been vanquidicd by a handful of 
irregular undifeiplined miIuia^ 

The engagement produced a truce, and that a treaty, 
which laded during the dogefhip of Z/V/n/, who refigned his 
authority, after having governed for twenty-four years. Z/- 
character differed widely from that of his father, who 
defeated Otho ; he was referved and clofe i]i his converfation ; 
parfimonious, and even penurious in his\:ondud1: ; cautious' to 
timidity in his ditpofuion, at atiirewhen the republic required^ 

^ fpirit and intrepidity in her piincc: yet he died with the 
refutation of a good, mild, and even fuccefsful governor, 
though we find the date engaged in quelling rebellions, com- 
pofing tumults, and quieting civil broils for the greater part 
of his adminidration ^ 

JIACOMO THIEPOLO, Doge XLIII. 

yiACOMO THIEPOLO^ governor of Candia^ was eledfed JIacomo 
doge in his room : he gave his firft attention to the affairs of Thiepolo, 
this ifland, where new infurrcdlions appeared. The difaf- XHII. 
fedled Greeks^ not thinking themfelves able to cope with the 
public, font to John Vattafus^ governor of LeiboSy proprie- 
t(mof confiderable territories on the continent, and of feveral 
ifti^ids in the Archipelago^ offei^ng him the donoinion of Can^ 
dial if he would expel the ^^enetians. Vatta/uSj induced 
by thofe promifes, arrived at Candia with thirty gallies, 
and a confidcrable body of forces : he befieged two or three 
towns, which he took after an obdrnatc defence, and great 
daughter of his troops. He was preparing to fit down be- 
fore the ca!f ital, when Gradonico^ the governor, furprifed his 
camp, and forced him to retieatwitb precipitation. Findmg 

^ SAaiSLt.. I. 8. d. I. ^ Sansov. del. v, dip. 
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A. D. greater difficulties in the conqueft of the ifland than the re- 
1229. Dels had reprefented, he refolved to abandon the enterprize> 
and leave them to the puniihment of their ralhne^. Upon 
this the chitfs of the malcontents fent propofals to Gradonico^ 
which being accepted, they returned to their allegiance : one 
of the conditions was, that they Ihould pay yearly five 'hun- 
dred pounds weight of fine wax for the ufe of St. Mari*% 
church 

GRADQNICO dying, the provedatori took upon them 
the government, until another governor (hould be appointed : 
his death produced another rebellion, /omented by Vattafui^ 
and fupported by a fleet he lent with ammunition, (lores, and 
a body of troops. The rebels had not made any confiderable 
progrefs when the new governor arrived, and refolved to give 
them battle before their numbers were encreafed. He landed 
his troops at feme diftance from the enemy’s camp, with di- 
rc£lions to attack it as foon as they perceived his fleet engaged, 
of propofing to make the aftion general and decifive. After 
v^andia. fought all day, thegoyernor, having received awound, 

ordered a retreat to be foutided, that his troops might return 
next morning with /refh vigour to the charge ; but the re- 
bels, aiid VattaJuC% admiral, not caring to engage a febond 
time, with troops who had fliewn a refolutionofeithercqn-. 
quering or dying, removed before day-light to a more ad- 
vantageous (lation, in order to make propofals of accommo- 
dation. 'I'he terms offered were accepted conditionally, that 
they cither furrendered or put to death Emanuel Dracentopolus^ 
and his brother Conjlantine^ two perfons of the firft rank in 
the ifland, and the promoters of the rebellion^. 

FATTASU S, and feme other neighbouring princes, hav- 
ing entered into an alliance againft the Eaftern empire, at 
that time in a declining condition, John king of Jerufalem^ 
governor of ConftanUnople^ applied for afliftance to the Vene^ 
tians^ by means of their praetor, or conful, at Conjlantinopjf. 
Zeno the praetor gave immediate notice to the doge and co%- 
cil of the danger with which the empire was threatei|ed, 
of its weak fituation, the low condition of its finances, the 
power of the enemy, and the dependance it had upon tlK 
republic for protedion and Ihelter againft the impending 
ftorm. Orders for levying an army, and equipping a fleet, 
were immediately iflued ; but, in defpite of the expedition ufed, 
the enemy were before the walls of ConJiantirtOpUj laying 
clofe fiege, before the arrival of the Venetians, Leonardo 

** Saeel. 1. 8. d. I, w Sabel. ibid. Blond, d. g, 
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m/, and Marco Guffoni^ captain* general and admiral of the A. D. 

armament, made all the (ail pollible to fuccour the 1234. 
city : their arrival was feafonable, the befieged were reduced p « . 

to the laft extremity. The fignal was given for attacking 
the cnemy^s fleet, and executed with fuch courage and con- 
duf), that in a few hours it was totally defeated, with a pro-'^^ 
digious lofs and flaughter : then the victorious Venetiam en- 
tered the city, where they were received with the utmoft joy 
and gladnefs : the fpirits of the citizens were raifed, and the 
utmoft confidence infpired into every breaft. Their ftay was 
but (hort \ for as foon«as the troops had refrefhed themfelves, 
they were ordered to embark and return to Venice (A). 

Pope Gregory was at this time opprefled by Frederic^ who 
committed the moft (hocking and inhuman*barbarities in the 
ccclefiaftical territories : he requefted afliftance of the Vene- 
tians againft that mercilefs tyrant, and had a fleet, conflfting 
of forty fail, and a body of troops fent to his afliftance, under 
the fame ^tirini and GuJJoni. Before they failed news ar- 
rived that the doge’s fon, who ferved in the pope’s army, was 
taken prifoner and put to death by Frederic. This inflamed 
the troops with a«violent defire of revenge : however, no ge- 
neral* aClion happened,, until the Genoefe demanded their af- 
•fift^nce againft Frederic and the Pifans^ who had an hundred 
gallics at fea \ 

The alliance of the two republics was brought about by Treaiv 
pope Gregory the ninth, who was fcnfible that he could not wth the 
keep too ftriCl an union among the powers, to ftrengthen Genoefe. 
him againft his fworn enemy the emperor. In this treaty it 
was ftipulated, that neither republic fliould form an alliance, 
declare war, or furnilh aid or fupport to any other power 
whatever, without confent of the contracting parties ; and 
that the whole force and power of either ihould be ready 
ta aflift and fuccour which ever of the parties was attacked. 
^Communications and dreadful anathemas were thundered 
by f e pope againft the breach of this league, fo ufeful to the 
fuppirt of the holy fee againftMhe emperor y. The Vene- 
tian fleet was immediately difpatched to the fuccour of their 
alKes ; but foon recalled to the relief of Conjiantinople^ be- 


* Sabel. I. 8 . d. i. y Sabel. ibid. Bloxd. de.g. V. 
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fieged a fecond time by Vattafus : beforfe their arrival the 
iiege was raifed, and the enemy defeated by a brisk Tally 
which Giovanni the prsetor made at the head of the Venetian 
inhabitants. The fleet then returned to join the Genoefe ; 
but neither were hearty in the alliance : a jealouly and rival- 
fliip reigned between thofe proud republics, which foon af- 
terwards terminated in a bloody War, in fpite of the pope's 
endeavours to maintain the alliance. Their feuds prevented 
any thing being carried on with uigour againft the Plfans: how- 
ever the jundlion of the fleets had this good efFcd, that neither 
the Pifans nor the emperor durft attempt an attack upon 
fo formidable an armament. While fiacomo was carrying 
on the war on the continent againft the emperor’s lieu- 
tenant, Padua had been cruelly enflaved by the Imperi- 
alifts, who committed the moft inhuman barbarities where 
ever they pafled. The Venetian did all in his power to bring 
them to a general aflion ; but for feveral campaigns nothing 
happened befides plundering, burning, and deftroying towns 
and villages : at laft the doge died before a decifive flroke 
was (truck j and the breach with, the Genoefe grew fo vvide, 
that the Venetians found it neceflary to drop flie pope’s qirarrcl, 
**49* to attend to their own affairs *. ^ 

SANSOVINO mentions an infeription upon his toftib,^ 
which would feem to point out fome reformation of the laws, 
and change of the conftitution under him (B) : but no other 
writer countenances this fuggeftion. Hiftory indeed is 
fdent as to the condud of Thiepoh j yet we may colledt that 
he was a mild, good, and pacific prince, though the nume- 
rous and extended connexions of the republic engaged her in 
frequent wars during his adminiftration. 

MARINO MOkOSINI, Doge XLIV. 

Marino MARINO MOROSINI was the next doge eleXed :^is 
Morofini, government was (hort, but warlike. PhiUppofon- 

d. XLIV. iano^ bifbop of Ravenna ^ esy^e to Venice in quality of l|gate 
from pope Alexander^ preaching up eternal felicity to thofe 
who would take arms againft the emperor’s lieutenant in ho- 
ly^. An implicit faith in the pope’s word compofed the reli- 
gion of thofe times \ w^e need not therefore doubt of the le- 
gate’s fuccefe in railing recruits by means of fo large a pre- 
mium. Many of the nobility and chief ciffiens entered 

Sasell. 1. 8. d. I. ® Blond. 1, 4 , d. 2 . Sabell. 
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into the legate’s fervice, who was nolefs a temporal than a 
ipiritual foldier : the republic furntlhed Fontmo not only with 
troops, but with arms, money, and provifions; fo careful 
were the Venetians of their falvation. The legate was pretty 
fiiccefsful againft the emperor’s lieutenant ; he took Padua^ 
and feveral other cities, when his army was greatly weakened 
by the departure of the Venetians^ recalled on account of the 
war which had now broke out with great fury with the 
Gemtfe • • 

Religion likewifewas thecaufeof this rupture, and 
much bloodflied. The Venetians and Genoefe both pretended Genoa, 
an exclufive right to a certain church in the city of 
taken from the Saracens ; the former founded their claim 
upon' the compadl with Baldwin^ the latter on the decifion 
of Philip of Morifort^ governor of the city : both were obfti- 
nate, and the dirpute foon came to blows. It was now 
to be finally, decided by the fword : the pope laboured all 
in his power to reconcile them ; but their animofity was 
carried fo high, that nothing but the ruin of one of the par- 
ties could prove fatisfadiory. They entered upon hoftilities 
with that rancour, virulence, and malice, peculiar to all wars 
carried on upon account of religion. The fleets met near 
Pfolmais ; both were powerful, and they engaged with great 
fury : the battle was bloody and long, until by a flroke of 
military (kill in the Venetian admiral, the Gemtfe were broke Genoefe 
and difperled, many of their (hips, and about two thoufand 
prifoners taken. Nor did this victory fatiate the revenge of 
the Venetians ; they expelled all the Genoefe from Acon^ demo- 
]i(hed their houfes and churches, leaving not the fmalleft 
veflige remaining of their having ever inhabited the city : 
they likewife employed as flaves in their gallies all the priib< 
ners taken in the late battle, nor could the influence of the 
ippe procure their releafe, until he began to thunder out dread- 
^maledi£lions. This war is mentioned by SabeUicus under 
thldogelhip of Morofmi ; hMtSanfovim and Bhndus place it 
under his fucceflbr. It is prob^le chat as Morofini\ fway was 
(hort, that it might have begun with him, and continued dur- 
ing the firft years of Zeno : certain it is, that Morofmi died 
foon after the departure of the legate Fontano from Venice ; A. D. 
but whether before or ^feer this engagement in Syria^ we can- ^ 
not pofitivqly affirm. All authors allow that he governed 
between three and four years ; that the republic was happy 
and flourilhing under him ; that he bad diftinguiffied himlelf 

Blond, de g. Y. Sabell. uti fupra. Blond, dc V. Etiam 
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in his private capacity, when a young man, no Ids in the 
field, than he did afterwards in his old age, in the cabinet ; and ' 
that the qualities of his head could ohiy be furpafied by tboTe 
of his heart. 

R INIE RO ZE NO, Doge XLV. 

Rinicro the acceflion of Riniero Zeno, elcfled fucceflbr to Mo- 

rojini, the republic (exit Gilberio Dandoh with 7 i fquadron of 
thirty gallies to Greece : he fo#)n had the good fortune to 
fall in with the combined fleets of Greece and Genoa, which 
he attacked with fo much refolution,* that the Greeh foon 
gave way, and the Genoefe being left alone, furrendered, 
few or none of them having been able to efcape They 
however, loon replaced this lofs by another fquadron, more 
powerful than the fotmer, and the Venetian admiral had 
likewife received an addition of fifteen gallies : the Genoefe, 
commanded by the famous Michael Doria, fought out the Ve- 
netian admiral Dandolo, who was no lefs eager to come to an 
engagement. They foon met, and a battle was fought with the 
utmoft refolution, condud, and obftinacy : hatr^, revenge, 
and glory animated both ; a riyalihip fiibfifted between* the 
commanders as well as the ftates. I'he honour of each coun- , 
try depending upon the ability and courage of thofe two dU- 
A D. nothing was omitted, nothing left undone, which 

1262* Ikilful officers ought to dirc< 5 f, or foldiers per- 

form : but fortune did not fecond the great qualities and 
merit of Doria. After one of the bloodiefi adtions related in 
hifiory, his line was broke, but not his courage : he conti* 
nued to defend bimfclf with infinite intrepidity after the great- 
eft part of his fleet was takjen, funk, or burnt : at Jaft, over- 
Doria de- powered with numbers, he fell into the hands of the Venetians, 
featedn which gave them jufler caufe of triumph than all their other 
conquefts. This viflory cgft the republic many of her bc^! 
officers, with an incredible number of private men ; but ♦ffe 
public joy at having humbled a proud rival, fupprcffedf all 
refiedlions on the lofs fufiained. It was the firft fair trial of 
valour and (kill the two republics had ever made, the eveqt 
of which gave the Venetians that fuperiority at fea which they 
tUseha- maintained for a feries of years. The condudt of the admi- 
ra^er. rals was no lefs to be admired after than during the battle : 

the one bore his adverfity with that greatnefs of feul, that in* 
vincible fpirit and refolution, which made even the enemy 
acknowledge he deferved viflory : the other, his profperity 
with a moderation, calmnels, and generofity, which obliged 

< Sabel. Blond, ibid. B^niten. Comment. 
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to cbnfefs that ou^ht ta coiiqii^r : iii fliort^ thofe 
two great men, wKo inveterate e^ixiies beforewtune 
bad declared herfelf, be^me • the v^aroieft friends as fpoo as 
their almbft equal merit had proved to each ' how deferving 
he was of the other’s efteejtn 

PJLEQLOGU^ imagining that the Genoefi would not be 
able, to recover this fevcre blow at Tripanu (truck up a fepa- 
rate peace with the Venetians ; like a true politician he re- 
garded his own intereft only, tholding as nothing the moft fo- 
lemn treaties and engagements ^ 

Although the war was conduced with great prudence, 
conduct, and fuccefs, yet the people murmured : the vaft 
fleets and armies became infupportable ; every thing was taxed 
high, even the neceflfaries of life ; trade was at a* Itand, and 
induftry entirely fupprefled, on account of the number of ci- 
tizens employed in the public fervice, as well as the high 
price of provifions and fcarcityof money. The government A. D.' 
finding it neceflary to reinforce Dandolo with troops and (hips 
to oppofe a new fleet, equipped by the Genoefe^ had recourfe 
to a new tax upon the markets, which fo incenfed the com- 
mon people, that •they allembled in a riotous manner about Veniock 
the palace, breathing vengeance againft the doge and fenate. 

Hiniero Ztm Chinking to awe them by his authority, or quiet 
them by his moderation, came out to harangue tne people i 
but no fooner had he appeared than the mob infulted him 
with ftones and dirt, and obliged him to retire : hov/ever, 
the nobility exerted themfelves with fo much refolution, vi- 
gour, and fpirit, that the tumult was at lafl difperfed, and 
the ringleaders imprifoned ^ The impofition was laid u[x>n 
the markets, the reinforcement fcnt to Ddndoloy and the 


people foon fatisfied of the neceflity of this meafure ; for it 
had fcarce joined the main fl^etwben they were attacked near 
Rl^s by the Genoefe^ impatient to revenge the late affront, 
andVipe off the difgrace ; but it was apparent that D&rja 
did twt command ; the Gen$efe were broke and put in con- Ge- 
fufion after the firft charge, a ccJhiplcic viftory was gained, 


and a great number of (hips taken.’ 

Alhort time after Dandola met with a fleet of the enemy 
meirchaiiitmen returning home, richly laden ; of thefe he 
made'^prize, Tending them home to Viniuy to the great joy 
of the people, who now began to forget the oppreffion with 
which they purchafed fo many vidories, and fo much glo- 
ry ' Kor was the republic lefs Tucceftful in Syria^ from 
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wbenpe they had driven the Genoefe^ making themfclve? inaf- 
ters of IPtolemaisj as well as of the fea-coaft ; but' Rinim did 
not long enjoy the fruits of thefe uninterrupted fuccefles j. be 
was carried off by a fudden illnefs, after governing the ftate> 
with a rapid tide of profperity for feventeen years. During 
bis dogelbip the republic attained to a very high pitch of 
power, confequence, and reputation abroad, though not 
equally profperous at home : the finances were low and ex- 
hauiledt induftry and commei^c gave way to martial at* 
Ghievementsj and public glory Teemed to be. eagerly defired,. 
while private oeconomy and happinef? were univerfally ne- 
gledled. 

LORENlO THIEPOLOy Doge XLVI. 

A. D. ZENO was no fooner dead than the council met for 
1268. the election of anew doge, when a majority of voices de- 
Lorenzo Lorenzo Thtepolo^ Ton to doge Jaeomo The chrif- 

ThicDolo being in the utmofi difirefs, and daily lof»ng 

doze ^ * ground to the Infidels, the pope and the kings of France and 

}UiVI. offered their mediation to accommodate matters between 

the Venetians and Genoefe : Clement the pope defired, that if 
a peace could not be fettled, that at leaft the two republics 
would fufpend their animofity, conclude a truce, and turn 
their arras againft the Infidels. As Venice and Genoa were 
then the mod powerful maritime ftates in Europe^ it was not 
poflible for the other potentates to make any progrefs in the 
holy war without their affiftancc. After the conferences had 
* been twice broken off, at length a truce was concluded at the 
interceffion of Philip king of France^ who was bent upon 
fending aifidance to the adventurers in Syria. Thus ended 
feacenuith this war, after it had been carried on with the utmod heat^ 
Genoa, enmity, and rancour, for the fpa^e of eleven years. 

But the Venetians had fcarccly breathed after this y^ ir, 
when they found thcmfclves engaged in another with Omfe 
of their neighbours. An itiipodT had been laid by the repub- 
lic upon all merchandize and (hipping paffing between the 
gulph of Fana and the mouth of theP^; this the Venetians 
had done with a view of filling their exhaufied treafury, and 
likewife out of pique to fome of the boi dering ftates, who. 
had refufed to fend corn to the city during a late famine L 
The Bologniansj who at that time poflefled thedextenfive pro- 
vince of Romagniay began to grumble at this proceeding as an 

> ♦ • 
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infringement of their liberties, and a prejudice to their com- 
merce. Not caring to decbre war before they had made every 
neceflary preparation, they raifed troops, and equipped a fleet 
in tbeihoft fecret manner. As foon as their armaments were 



in forwardnefs they fent ambalTadors to Venice^ to folicit at 
leafl: a mitigation of the dutyimpofed upon the commerce 
paflins through certain {{teights, with orders that in cafe of 
refufal they ihould immediately come away and denounce 
war^ The doge, howevei? readily penetrated their intcn- tbe^olog- 
tion, and to counterplot them, ordered a certain number of nians. * 
gallics to go and' feize upon the mouth of the Po^ a ftation 
of great importance. 

At laft, after fkirmtfliing for near two years, both armies 
came to a general engagement : the Venetians^ commanded 
by Marcfl Gradonico^ were inferior in number to the enemy } 
but that deficiency they compenfated by difcipline, courage, 
and a general : the battle was warm for the fpace it lafted ; 
but the Venetians^ piifhlng on with boldnels, (bon broke 
and routed the enemy, made great havock of the rear of the „ . 
flying Polagnians^ and took fome thoufands of prifonprs, ®®*^*^** 
whi(% obliged them to fue for peace K Their propofals were 
accepted, on condition (hat theydeftroyed the fort eredlecl*' * ’ 
at fhe mouth of the made reparation for ihe damages they 
fuftained by the war, and fubmitted to the impoft. 

Fqr a feries of years the Vemtians had been engaged in " A. D. 
continual wars, no intern^ilfion, no icfl: or breathing j *273. 
whence we may juftly infer, that the power of the republic 
had excited the jealoufy of her neighbour!. Peace was but 
juft eftablifhed with the when ano'.her little ftatc, 

the inhabitants of Ancona^ had taken arms agniuft her, in or- 
der to open to thcmfelves a free navigation. 7 o preferve the 
anpearance of moderation, firft fent ambafladors to the Anconi- 
po^, requeRing his mediation and intereft with the Vene- tans. 

to remit the late impoft : the pope, glad to be thought 
of c^fequence, ordered the Venf^iam to fend ambafladors to 
Viterbo^ to hold a conference upon this fubjeft. The am- 
baifadors went, and managed the conference with fo much ad - 
dreis, 'that his holinefs was entirely gained, and the com-^ 
plaints of the Amonitans left unredrefled. So heartily did .be 
t^oufe^the republic, that he procurjed the truce vvith Genoa 
tp^ be prolonged for two years, tp prevent her being 
b»flu|^ed with' two wars at the faipe time">. During thefe 
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negociations Thiep&h died, after he had been doge ^abQ^t fix 
years, and was fucceeded .by Jacme Contarinu 

JACOMO CONTARINh DogeXLVH. 

Jacomo Thb new doge was but juft eleSed when an accident had 
Contarini, almoft broke the truce with Genga : a Vimtian merchantman 
doge was feized by two gallies belonging to the Genctfe $ and as 

XLVJI. It was not doubted but it was done by the orders of the go- 
vernment, the doge and republic be^an to prepare for war : 
however, they refolved before hoftilities commenced, to de- 
mand reftitution by their envoy ; and if this was refufed, to 
retaliate. The envoy had no' looner prefented his memorial, 
than the Genceje Ordered the Ihip and cargo to be reftored, 
and compeniation to be made for the loft fuftained by the 
detention, together with every thing elfe the Venetians re- 
quired 

Iflrxans In the mean time fome difturbances arofe within the do- 
1^‘volt, minions of the republic. The Ijlriansy who had always been 
the moft faithful of 9II the conquered provinces, were now 
fuddenly in rebellion, and fupported by the patriarch of Aqui^ 
A, D. leia i but the patriarch and rebels were foon conquered by 
1275. Andrea Bafeio^ the Venetian admiral, and reduced to their ojbe* 
diencc. 

The war with Ancona was for fome time fupprefTed, but 
not extinguiftied. It now broke out with great violence : the 
Anconitans took the opportunity of the republic’s being en- 
gaged in Iftria^i to redreft their grievances, by committing 
violence on the Venetian (hipping, and refufing to pay the 
Wear with duty required in the gulph cAFana A fquadron of twenty^ 
Ancona, fix fail was fent by the doge to lay fiege to Ancona: the re- 
netian admiral attacked the harbour \ but being repulfed, the 
fleet was foon after dilperfed by ^ftorm, fix gallics were loft, 
and the reft fo damaged as to be unlit for fervice until t^y 
were refitted. The Venetians^ not difpirited, fent anq^er 
fleet ujion the fame enterprifc, which, byaftratagem oif the 
enemy, proved equally unfucccfsfal. Thus, in a fliort fpacc, 
the Venctiam had been twice defeated in their attempts, ei- 
ther by unforefeen accidents or mifeondufl : nothing, how; 
ever, could make them lay afide their defign of bumbling 
the Anconitans, Another fleet, more formidable than eil^er of 
the former, v^as ordered to lay immediate (xeftttoAncpinq^ 
which fo terrified the inhabitants, tfiat they di^^fdhdd tome 
of the chief citizens to pope Nichoks^ juft then eleSie^ to 

* Ibid. Boniten. Com. utt fupra. ® Blonde 1 . 4.'d. a. 
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re^tiefl: his sffiftance againft the oppreffion of the Venetians^. 

At the ' Ante tlm^ AeVenaiah ambafladors came to Ranu to 
congratulate the pope upon his acceffion^ but were denied au- 
dience : the republic refented the affront by recalling her 
ambaflarfors ; but they had fcarce quitted the city, when 
they were feized, and brought back by order of his holinefs, 
who again difmiiled them with a fevere reprimand. The Vi- • 
netiansy however, paid very- little regard to the pope’s indig- *77* 
nation ; for the day after their ambafladors returned, a rein- 
forcement was fent to theif fleet at Ancona^ with exprefs 
orders to proceed in the fiege with all poffible vigour. When 
the Ancomtam that neither the pope’s authority nor 

their own forces were fulEcient for their defence, they fuppli- 
cated peace j which the republic obliged them to pur^ale 
at a very conflderable price, to indemnify the expences of the 
war \ 


G 10 VAN NO DJNDOLO.DogcXhVia. 

Two years after, the doge being unable, by reafon of bis Giovann# 
great age, to attend public bufinefs, refigned his authority, Danddo, 
and had for his feiccefTor Giwanni Dandolo, The government dlXLYlU 
of this prince began inaufpicioufly, the city having been greatly 
■ damaged by the overflowing of the fea, and a dreadful earth- 
quake. A new war likewile broke out with the patriarch of 
Aqutleia and the ^r/W, which occafioned a good -deal of 
trouble to the Venetians : on the firft arrival of the Venetian 
forces in IJiria^ the patriarch, finding himfelf too weak, and 
imagining it would be difficult to eue6t ajunftion with the 
IJirianst pretended to fubmit upon the terms granted by the 
republic. Having thus deceived the Venetians^ he foon found 
means to join count Goritian^ the IJiftan general, and to draw 
over fcveral cities which had^itherto remained firm in their 
dlty : their numbers were 11^ a little time cnercafed to an 
ariW of thirty thoufand men, a force which required ail the 
vigoiir, caution, and ftrength the republic was able to exert. 

A flrong armament was prepare) with all poffible difpatqb, 
which in a fhort time befieged Tri^e ; but the vigour and 
numbers of the garrifon oblige the Venetians to relinquifli the . 

enterprize. * ^ 

For the fpace of two years hardly any thing, befides 
fruitlefs attars upon Triejie^ encampments, marches, and 
feints, occurred in IJlria. The affairs of the republic in 
Byria fucceeded little better ; for Tyre^ SiJon^ and Barutb^ 
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#cre taken by fhe Infidels : not long after the VemtiaHt were 
dri\ren out of Acon^ and all the chrmkns out of Syria. Dim- 
doh wafr fo aflfeftcd with all thefe misfortuhes, that he fell 
fick, and died a facrifice to the public misfortunes, which, 
however, could not be changed to his mifeondufi. 

PIETRO GRADONICO, Doge XLIX. 

Upon the death of Dandolo^ PUtro Gradontco was pro- 
moted to the dogefhip ; in the beginning of his reign the re- 
public put an end to the war with the patriarch and the Ifiri- 
ans^ with a view of employing all her power agaipft the Ge- 
noefe. Wc are noctold9 by Sanfovinoy the onlyhiftorian who 
mentions it, the particular terms of this peace, or whether 
the IJlricm fubmrttcd to the Venetian government : v/e ima- 
gine, therefore, that a truce only was agreed upon, fince we 
find hoftilities again renew'ed in IJiria a few years after. 

The truce between the republics of Venice ^^id Genoa be- 
ing fome time expired, neither made overtures it fhould be 
renewed : the dominion of the fea would feem to be the 
only caufc of recommencing hoftilities, fince the city of Acony 
the former bone of contention, was now out of the queftion, 
both Vnh'uins and Cenoefe being driven from thence by the 
Infidtis. ThtJ'metkn fleet, confiding of fixty gallics, com- 
manded by R(^.ro lAorofiniy firft began to enter upon action : 
this ai-Tiitn! 'aiLd di. clly to Peroy a por*“ much frequented 
by the Genoife merchants trading to Greece. This little fort 
he invefted, ^ooL, and deftroyed j afterwards doing the fame 
to fevcral fmall fettlements belonging to the enemy upon the 
fame coafts ^ All this (eaibn the Genoefe eonfumed in mak- 
ing preparations for the wai, and in convoying their mer- 
chants to their diiFerer deftinations. Early in the fpring the 
Venetians fent another fquadron, under the command of Gio- 
vanni Souranzay to the city of in the Cherfonefiy whi^i 
after a tedious fiege he took and demolilhed ; but winter ced- 
ing on before he could return, his fleet was bloi{:ked up oy 
the froft, and many of his trew. perifhed with the cold and 
' Want of neceflaries; a lofs which more than overbalanced 
the advantages arifing from the plunder and deftruSion of 
Capha. 

The following year the Genoefe fleet at length put to fea, 
under Lampadio DortOy of the fame family with the famous 
admiral of that name, conquered by Dandolo : it confifted 
of leventy^gallies and (hips of war, well manned and ap- 
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j 9 Q}i>ted> all 4rcd with f^mimenta of revenge, and determined 
to periih or wipe away the dif^ce fuftained in the laft great 
engagement. Dma fteered bis courfe to the gulph of Fenice^ 
with intention to lay fiege to the city ; but meeting the f^ene*- 
ilan fleet, under Andrea Dandolo at C&rfu^ an engagement en- 
fued : the battle commenced with great fury, and was for 
fevcral hours maintained with equal courage, and without 
any apparent advantage. Nothing befides the dreadful fhouts 
bf the combatants, the fhrieks of the dying, or complaints of 
the wounded could be (leaftl ; nothing feen but dead and 
mangled bodies, fbipa. burning, finking, or broke to pieces ; 
thus the fight continued with prodigious (laughter; both puflied 
on by hatred, encouraged by the hope of vi 6 lory, and ani- 
mated by the conduct and harangues of their admirals. At Venftians 
laft the Vemtiam were defeated, if that can be called a defeat defeated. 
where fcaif e a number of the conquerors remained fuffident 
to report the news of their viiftory : Dandolo was made pri- 
foner, and not a fhip belonging to the republic but was ta- 
ken or deftroyed. Sabellicus (ays, that four thoufand Vene- 
tians were made prifoners ; but from the accounts of other 
hiftorians not half that number remained alive on both fides \ 

Andrea Dandolo was fo much affefted with the cllfgrace of 
having yielded up that honour acquired in the hu; that 
in the agony of defpair he dafhed nu** hi? j \rA\ the 
fide of the cabin where he was ^on/ined" a c'o*al':c> very 
dirterent from 25jr/Vs, but equally indicative of 

mind, delicacy of fentiment, and public fpirii. 

RICOALDO of Ferrara relates, tnat the mifeonduS of 
thirty Venetian gallies, who kept aloof and (lackened fail dur- *29*- 
ing the engagement, occafioned this defeat ; and that upon 
returning h^ome the chief officers met with that death in an 
ignominious way which they fo carefully avoided in a manner 
^nourable to themfelves yg jd ferviccable to their country^ 

Certain it is, that the yy/Kt Genoa for a viftory fo dearly pur- 
c%afed was not great, hardly a family in the city having 
Cfcaped the lofs of a father, (jjn, or brother. The grief at 
Venice was ftill greater ; for to the lofs of their fleet and ar- 
my, they had the additional affliction of having been vanquifh- 
ed : however, the Venetians did not defpond ; they fitted out 
another fleet, no lefs powerful than the former, every man in 
the city cheatfully contributing towards the expence. Part 
of this armament was kept for the defence of the city and 
comirierce; another part, confifting of twenty* five gallies, 
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under the conduft of Maru BaJJih^ wsw fent to prote^, the 
](land$ and towns in the Ionian ^tid JSgiOn feas^, 
ibonfell in with the Genoefe fleet, who, elated with theirlate- 
viSory, bore down and engaged him. Vnutians^ tho* 
inferior in number, fought bravely foi^ fome time, but were 
at laft defeated, with the lofs of fixteen gallies. 

Though this calamity waamuch left than the former, 
the afflidion of the republic was augmented : already op- 
prefld with ftiamc and misfortune, frefii difgracc would have 
proved intolerable, if the intrepidity of the dugc, who alone 
appeared undaunted and refolute, had ntf flemmed the torrent 
of defpair 

Although the viSorious Gmefe triumphed along the 
coafts, made dcfcants upon feveral of the Venetian maritime 
towns, and even took, plundered, and deftroyed Ctdonia^ a 
city in Candia^ yet the doge was determined once more to try 
the fortune of the republic. Another .fleet was fitted out, ana 
feveral battles fought with various fiiccefs, until both Tides 
exhauAed, fpent, and unable longer to continue fo ruinous a 
war, laid down their arms by mutual confent. The want of 
ability, not of inclination to profecuie their animofity, ended 
A. D. a quarrel which had brought both the republics to the brink 
1294* of ruin*. 

But this bloody war was not the only danger with wbidi 
Venice was environed : feditions, tumults, and confpiracies at 
^ confpi, home Squally threatened her defiruftion. One Marino Bu^ 
^onioj a man of no rank or power, but of a bold, enter- 
prizing, and feditious fpirit, formed a deiign of murdering 
the doge, and feveral fenators of the firft merit and diflinc- 
tion : for this purpofe be engaged a party of all the difeon- 
tented, violent, fadious, and defperate men about the chy. 
The plot was conducted with great fecrefy and conduct ; but 
juft as it was ripe for execution, ^rm of the confpirators, from 
remorfeof confcience, difcoverediftto the doge, whoordcrei 
Buconio to be feized and put to death : feveral of his accoi^ 
plices (bared the fame fate, w^ch (truck fuch (error into tne 
reft, that they fled out of the city to avoid juftice^ 

A. D. This plot was hardly fupprelTed when another morO dan-, 
1296. ^erous, not only to the perfon of the doge but to public 
Another ^*^*’*y» formed by Baimanti Tbiepoh and others of the no- 
eonfpiraco, fcheme was laid to enter the palace, murder tho 

^ doge, council, and fenate ; to aflume the reinit> of author 
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fiivide among the conlpimtors the property and power 
of thedecMle 44 apd -tp rule wi^ an arbitrary fway, with, 
out reftri^on of .oatbsi oecontroul of councils and fenates*. 

A multitude of the common people* cither from the love of 
novelty*' or the fpeciournefs of their reafoning^ and force of 
money and promifes, were rained. Upon the day hxed for 
the execution of their wicked purpofe* fecret notice of it was 
fent by an unknown hand to the doge, vvho immediately 
communicated it to fome of the fenators in whom he could 
moil confide. The fenators were fcarce aflembled, with fuch 
of their friends as the ^ort notice would fuffer them to col* 
led, when the confpirators aflaulted the palace : the alarm 
inftantly fpread over the city, and brought every man attached 
to the confiitution to the affifiance of the^doge and fenate. 

In the mean time the confpirators had filled the fpacious mar-^ 
ket-place of St. MarVi with their armed aflbciates. Here a 
furious battle began : ^n one fide flood Baimonti and the 
confpirators, .endeavouring to deftfoy liberty, property, and 
the common rights of humanity ; on the other, the doge and 
fenate, bravely refolved to perilh with their fVecdom. Gra- 
dofiica animated his party by his fpeech* and example : they 
preflW forward upon the confpirators, who finding themfelves 
inferior in number, and difitppointed in their hopes of takin® 

' than unprepared, began to give way. JuJiiniano feafonably 
coming up, with a frelh body of men ho had collecfled to- 
gether, attacked the confpirators vigoroufly in the rear, broke 
them, and made prodigious {laughter *. Baimonti perceiving 
his party giving way, was the firft to defert, as he had been 
the foremoft in . promoting the villainous defign : he endea- 
voured to efcape, but was knocked down by a large ftone a ^ t) 
woman let fall upon his head from her window, and, before 1200* 
be could recover himfelf, was taken and cut. in pieces by fome 
of the doge’s friends who pitfl^ him ; the reft were almoft 
al either taken or killed. arms of Baimonti and his ac- 
^oinplices were erazedout w the public records, their houfes 
pulftd dpwp, eflates confifcated, and families for ever haaifhed 
the city and dominions of W re^blic. This happy delivery 
from opprefiion, bondage, and death, is to this day yearly 
commemorati^ at Venite ^ 

But the troubles of the republic did not end here ; for Zara tv- 
the^erp/fhrr, embracing the opportunity of herdiflielTed con- 
dition*. revolted and expelled their governor. The 

doge equipped a fleet to reduce them to obedience, but died 

* Authors cited before. * Saeei.. ibid. S(,ONif! 1. 6. d. 2 . 
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before any progrefs wats made in the war. The adminiftra- 
tion of this excellent prince was one of the moft unfortunate 
to the republic : it was indeed the ambition and martfat ttirrt 
of the Venetians which had at this time occafiotied their mis- 
fortunes, not accident or mifeonduft. 


MORINI GEORGI, Doge L. 

MORINI GEORGIy furnamed SantOy or the Holy^ was 
for his wifdom appointed in th^ room of Gradonico, The fe* 
nate wifely preferred a governor of experience and prudence, 
to one poilefled of more Ihining but folid qualities; one 
whofe age and temper would diTpofe him to cultivate peace, 
induflry, and commerce, which of late had been much neg- 
lefled : hut though Georgi's inclination led him to purfue 
pacific meafures, the neceffity of the ftate obliged him to pro- 
fecute the war with the Zaratines, 

BELETTO was fent to Dalmatih in the laft year of Gra* 
dcnico*s dogefliip ; but ihcTummer was fpent before the walls 
of Zara^ and no memorable a£lion performed. Georgi fent 
DalmaftOy a Spaniard^ with a thoufand horfe to fupport Be^ 
UttOy to cut off convoys, and fcour the country ; buj the 
Zaraihm found means to tamper with this officer : however, 
Zardy diftrelled for provifions, furrendered upon gentle and 
eafy conditions. Dalmajio made his efcape to Italy in a fmall 
bark he had hired, to prevent falling into the hands of the 
Venetiansy and w’as Ihipwrecked in his paflage. 

Before the news of the furrender of the city arrived at 
Venice the doge died, after having performed many ads of 
piety and charity, a year and eleven months after his elec- 
tion 5. He was fucceeded by Giovanni Souranza^ chofen by 
the unanimous aflent of the people. 


GIOVANNI SO^C^^NZAy Doge LI. g 

Under SeuranzAs dogefliip a^magiftrate was* appointed 
to prefide over trade and comme'^ce : in a few years ^he 
dumber was encreafed to three, which was the firft rife of a 
commercial board or counciH. Nothing memorable hap- 
pened during his government : fome little difputes indeed 
arofe with the Genoefey but they were foon terminated with- 
out bloodflied: a rebellion inCandia appeared, .but was inftandy 
ftipprefied ; and the Paduansy by the affiflance the repub- 
lic, were reflored to their liberty, Majtiny the tyrant, being 
driven out^of the city. 
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FR4NCISC0 DJNDOLOyDo^QLll. 

FRANCISCO DANDOLO beesHne^fo popular by his fiib- prancifeo 
miffion to tbe pope in a late ambaiTy, in which he was mean Dando^o, 
Kienough to appeafe the pontilF’s refentment by fuffering himfeif lioge LIL 
to be chained down to the foot of his table, that he was una*^ 
nimoufly elected in the rootxi of the deceafed prince ; and 
indeed his firnn condudl; and refolution in quality of doge, 
would feem to wipe off the dilgrace he incurred by his fer- 
vilc tamenefs when ambaffadtw. Two Venetian merchantmen 
were taken about tbis^ime by the Gen^efe; but the doge be- 
ing otherwife employed, deferred his vengeance to a more 
ednvenient opportunityj®. 

This year the Infidels, not fatisfied with having driven A.D. 
the chriftians out of Syrian molefted the coafts of Cyprus^ 1330. 
Candia^ and Rhodes^ and fo infefted the Teas, that there was 
no fecurity for mcrch^fits to trade in the Levants This 
induced the*republic to enter into an alliance with the pope 
and the French king, to repel the attempts of the Turks iu 
Europe^ and recover It tvas ftipulatcd, that the repub- 

lic (hould fupply a hundred (hips of wStr and galljes, befides 
tranfports and fiore-(hip$ j but the French failing in their en- 
gagement, this mighty enterprize ended with the treaty K 
llie Turkic taking advantage of the irrefolution of the chrif- 
tian^ made themfelves matters of the fea, putting an entire 
flop to every kind of commerce, which obliged the Venetians 
to fend a fleet againft them for the protecSion of their trade 
and iflands. Pietro Zeno was appointed admiral : he purfued A. D. 
die Infidels with fo much fuccefs, that he not only drove 1334. 
them out of the Levant^ but defrayed the charges of the c5e- 
pedition by the captures. 

The power of the people of Efcalla^ as hiftorrans call them, 

f ;as become fo great, chat ajUJj^urroundins: ftates apprehended 
eing over-rurt by that treiEherous and ambitious people : be- 
tters Verona^ Vicenza^ and Krefcia, which they poflefled for^ibme 
time, they bad lately fciz« xjptmParma^ after having byTraud 
driven thence the family of the Trevifi likewife, accord- 
ing to SabeUicuss fell into their hands. About a century before 
they were no more tbao a fingle family that bad fettled in 
Lombardy^ which in time, by their ftrong connexions, am- 
bition,. and intrigues, formed this powerful ftate, that became 
An objefl: <if the jealoufy of all its neighbours Me^in^ 
the chief j thirfting to be revenged on tlie Venetians (esr driv- 
ing him out of Padua j annoyed the commcrcc^df the city. 

^ Sabel. 1 . 2. d. 2. ^ Daniel A. 2. r Blond. 
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Thus the feeds of a war were laid, to prepare for which the 
Vtnetians railed forces, and made alliances With thif Rijiy hndi' 
other princes of Itafyy who dreaded and had ftlflered from 
the power of Majiin. The Venetians never entered upon a 
war with greater alacrity : they really were not immediately^ 
concerned with Mafiiny having nothing to fear from him 
while they applied themfelves to commerce and maritime af- 
fairs : but they began early to give their attention to the bal- 
lance of power ; a maxim in politics which has Hnce proved 
the occaiion of , numberlefs wan in chriftendohi, and in no 
part of it more than in Italy, ^ 

The league being concluded with the Italian Hates, the 
A D fenate gave orders, that the name of every perfon 

ij,;.* in the city fit t» bear arms ihould be enrolled : the lift 
amounted to 8o,ooc from twenty to fixty years of age. 
Stimulated by an earned defire to extinguifli and root out 
tyranny, the action, lays Blendusy Was its own reward. Vo- 
luntiers Hocked from Francey Germanyy and England, to ferve 
in this war; inlbmuch that the Venetians could have raifed an 
army, which, with one blow, would have deftroyed the xy- 
rant ; but it viras not’their policy to leave the event to the 
fate of one battle : they chofe to try the power and Cou- 
rage of their enemy firft by flight (kirmifbes, both to accuf- 
tom their troops to an enemy, and try their fortune. Tbe 
republic chofe Pietro RoJJiy an implacable enemy to the tyrant 
M^iny to command their army. He was at this time clofely 
befieged by Majiin in a little fort to which he efcaped from 
Parma : but be ventured in difguife through the enemy’s 
camp, and arrived fafe at Florenuy where refting but two 
days, bis impatience to be in the field made him baflen, with 
a few troops of horle, to the camp. The enemy, hearing of 
bis arrival near Lweay placed a ftrong body in ambufli to at- 
tack bis rear, while he was oppQ|(^in front by another corps.- 
Rojps rear was foon put into diior&'r, and the troops gave all 
up for loft, when he arrived feafonaMy to animate, 'rally, a|wl 
fupport them.: he was every t^ere ftrefent, giving his direc- 
tions with a compofure that mfpirembis own men with irre- 
ftftiUe couraze, and wholly difeomfitted the enemy. They 
were defeated, and purfued to the ^ates of Luccot * great 
number of priibners made, and a carnage and flaugntef, 
which aftoniflied even thofe acquainted with his valour. 

the mean while the Venetians were not idle : Gerr'ard 
Camnenjis had with a detachment feized upon the city of 
Vderza ; upon information of which Mtfiin marched agaipft 

^ P. Paruti, I. I. p. 2 . Sabell. I, a. d. a. 
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binr, attacked tJ\fc garrifon left by Gerrardy but was repulfcd. 

Next day 9 however, he found means to draw the befieged 
into an ambufcade, wKiich fucceeding, the city fell into bis 
hands. 

ROSSI had fcarce joined the army when the count of 
Colaltay with a ftrong corps, defcrted the enemy and came 
over to him ; an example that was followed by the Forlianfy 
feme of the inhabitants of the JlpSy and a great number of 
Germans ^ . Majiin finding t^e ftrength of the confederates, 
having experienced the valour of their leader, and knowing 
they were immediately^ enter upon adion, fent ambafTadors 
to Venice with terms of peace, which were rejeded. Break- 
ing up his camp he put 'ftrong garrifons mXucca and Paducy 
which laft his brother Albert had taken by iurprizc, fince the 
commencement of the war : then he ordered Thomaftnoy go- 
vernor of Mejlray to tanker with the Venetiansy as if he was 
willing to dejiver up the town to them upon certain condi- 
tions. The fum agreed upon was delivered, and hoftages' 
given to Roffi for the furrendes of the town upon a certain 
day. Maflin took care to difpofe a ftrong body of horfe and 
foot in the city, in fuch a manner as to be able to feize upon 
the confederates as foon as th^y entered, which accordingly Mafco. 
was executed, and about three hundred prifoners made 
Rojft then immediately marched againft the enemy, deter- 
mined to revenge this treachery. Before he broke up his 
camp he made a fliort fpeech to the foldiers, informed them 
of the bafe arts of the enemy and the captivity of their com- 
rades, affured them of vi£loiy, recommended ftriii difeipline 
and obedience to their officers, and laftly reminded them that 
fafety as well as honour depended upon courage. He was ad- 
vifea to befiege but declared his firft purpofe was to 

kftghl the enemy \ if they wer^efeated towns might be taken 
It leifure. The confcdejfe^arrived upon the banks of the 
river Brente before Allertm Majl%f!% brother, had intelligence 
of their motions : his a*y was equal in number to theirs, 
and his camp fortified 019 the 186 ; by the town of PaduOy on 
the right by the marfhes and fenny grounds, and in front by 
the river } yet he did hot care to hazard the event of a battle, 
but decamped witlt ^eat precipitation and joined his brother ^ . 
Rojf continui^ to advance, and when he came fufficiently 
near offered^ battle to ; upon his declining it he fent 

at ^r^d to, hid him., defiance ; but Mafiin was too well ac- 
qluainted.with the reputation of the general and valour of his 
treops to accept the challenge : he even retired farther, and 

t B lond. 1 . i. d. 3. ^ Boniten. 1 . 2.’ S/bel. 1 . 2. d. 2. 
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encamped in a more advantageous and ftrong (ituation; 
finding tt impoffible to bring him to a deciftve adion,' 
ployed his army in building a fort at Bevolento^^ a fituatton 
extremely commodious for harraffing and checking the garri^ 
fon m Padua^, The remainder of the campaign was con- 
fumed in negociations and treaties, which ended in nothing. ^ 
During thefe tranfaclions Mejlra was furrendered to 
many other towns revolted from the enemy; Vifeonti duke of 
Milan^ and Philip Gonzaga^ ^had already taken the field 
again Majiin. In fhort, he was environed by falfe friends and 
profefled enemies, yet he was not deferted by his courage, 
deferving of a better ^caufe, . He every where op{K>red cun- 
ning, fraud, and intrigue, to the generous and open enmity 
of Roffi one wfiile he laid the country walle thro^ which 
the confederates mull pais ; another time he advanced as if 
with intention to fight ; then again he would decamp preci- 
pitately, and leave a bodv of troo^ in ambulh : fometipes 
he would endeavour to ftarve by cutting* off his con- 
voys of forage and proviHons ; then by forced inarches would 
he attack his rear. ,In fhort, nothing was omitted which 
could annoy or harrafs ; but he had to do with a general^ vi- 
gilant, aftive, and experienced, perfedlly acquainted with 
all his wiles and ftratagems. At la(t Ma/hd was reduced <o 
thofe difficulties into which he endeavouied to bring the ene- 
my : he had fo ruined and impoverifhed the country, that 
it was unable to fupport his army, and the neighbouring 
princes being all in the oppoiite intereft refufed to fupply him. 
Now he fought battle with the fame eagernefs with Avhich 
before he avoided it, which prudently declined, know- 
ing that vidory would certainly attend his protracting the 
war. To heighten his misfortunes the cities of PAtre, Bref- 
doj and Bergamo^ fell into the hands of the confederates ; Pa- 
dua revolted, and Majlin% ariV^V.'U daily dimlnilhed by dc-^ 
fertion ". V 

But the thread of fuccefs whiqli had hitherto attended 
the allies was* interrupted by dea^ of their general. The 
brave Pietro was killed by an accidental (hot: he was 
greatly lamented on account of his virtues and abili|ies. In' 
honour of his i^emory bis brother O/Wv RAffiy at that time 
befieging Lacca^ a brave and experienced officer, was chofen 
in his room. As fooii as he arrived at the camp he made ast 
incurfion into the Veronefe^ defraying every thing with fire^ 

® Ibid, itan Blond, dc g. V. Boniten.. Comment. 1 . a. 
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«iid fword to the gat^ of Verona. Mnjltn was at this tim^ h«* 
fieging Montichia, and, when he leaft expeded it, wis fur- ^aftin 
prizw and defeated by Orlando^ who drove him from the fei^d. 
fiege, and made prodigious (laughter in his camp. Majiin 
was equally unfuccefsful in an attempt he foon after made 
upon the illand Longara^ which he attacked with i’ea and 
land forces : the garrifon fallying out vigoroufly repulfed him 
with great lofs, took feveral of his (hips, and obliged him to 
abandon the enterprize. Orlando in the meati time invpfted 
Vicenza^ and fo clofely blocfcd it up, that the garrifon was 
ftarved to a capitulatio/fr * ' ^ 

Tired out with lofles the tyrant fqgd for peace upon any 
terms the republic would ^rant ; tn^*‘^nditions impofed eluded^ 
were, that Felire^ Bellma^ • and Coneda mould remain to 
Charles of Bohemia \ Bergamo and Brefda^ to. Vifeonti i Tre- 
vifOf with the caftles an^vllls^es of th^Trevifan^ be for ever 
annexed to the /'tvi^/w/a^ominions, together with thofe of 
Bulde^vABctJfan^ with a free navigation on the xivtt Adice\ 
and lalHy, that four cities, fpecified in the articles of peace, 

(hould be yielded up to the Florentines Thus was the am- 
bitiop of Majim curbed, his infolence fubdued, his tyranny 
fupprcifcd, and thofe cities and territories which he had ac- 
quired by rapine, fraud, and oppreffion, torn from the ufurpei: 
and reftored to the juft proprietors. 

DANDOLO^ after governing the republic with great re- 
putation at home and abroad for the fpace of ten years, died 
of a fever P, greatly regretted and efteemed for his prudence, 
wifdom, and good fortune, which was in feme meafurc the 
refult of thofe qualities. 


BARTOLOMEO GRADONICO, DogcLIIL 
BARTOLOMEO GRADONICO was next raifed to the 


A. D. 


^cal throne by the generaffvolSe of the council, on account g 
of his moderation, piety Jand virtue. In the beginning of 
his dogelhip the great haf, where the different councils have 
their departments, and ft updk their refpe^iive affairs, was 
built. Travellers inform us, that it remains to this day with- 
out any confiderable alteration, or fymptoms of decay 
Little occurs in this pacific reign befides prodigies, omens, 
and apparitions, a long detail of which is given us by Blondus 
and Sabelltcta, This only they tell us, that Edward the third 
of £«5pW (|ernahded the affiftance of the republic againft Phi-^ 
tip oi France^ fupported by rkiz .Genoefe j but was refufed, al- 


® Boniten. Comment. 1 . 3. Sabel. 1 , 3.. d. 2. 
sov» p.'236. ^ Burnet, Addison, Desdihr. 
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f^cugh he condelcended to make this requell in perfon : that 
k rebellion began to appear in Candla^ which was nipt in the 
bud, and the ringleaders delivered up jto punilbment, by the 
force of the rewards olFered to the betrayers ; and that a fa^ 
mine prevailed in the city ; but no particulars are we favoured 
with of any of thefe tran(a£tions. 

ANDREA DANDOLq.DogtUV. 

A. D. GRADONICO was fuccecddd in his authority by Andrea 
1343* Dandolo^ a prince of a mote vigilant, and warlike dif- 

Aadrea pofition ; and at the (^trje^'time penetrating, eloquent, open, 

Dai^dolo, liberal, and gencroivs', iofomijch that he was commonly called 
doge LIV. by a name expreiiive of thofe qualities 

In the beginning of bis dogelhip the republic, in confe- 
qucnce of a league formed by the bh^rillian powers againft the 
Infidels, fent fix teen gallies under Pskro Zeno to Greece, Zeno 
had the good fortune to meet with a number of Turkijh vcf* 
fels, which he funk and burnt ; afterwards he took Smyrna 
by aflault, put the garrifon to the fword, and fortified it with 
feme addition to the "walls, leaving a flrong body of forces 
for its defence. He afterwards, in conjunction with the Aeets 
of Rhodes and Cyprus, fought feveral blrody and fuccersful bat- 
tles with the enemy : at Taft the Venetians, with their allies, 
Venetians received a fignal defeat, mod of them being taken, killed, 
defeated by qj. drowned ; but w'hcther this fatal accident happened while 
Turks. commanded, we arc left to conje^rc. 

In the fecond year of DandoW^ government it was that 
the Venetians opened a commerce with the Infidels at Alex*- 
andria^ and the other ports. Souranza and ^ujliniam, two 
rich citizens, by virtue of a drfpenfation from the pope, were 
the firft who traded to the Turkijh AJiatic dominions *. 
j?ara re^ ZARA, ever inconftant, ^ time, and fenf ' 

w*/. to Lewis, king of Hungary, to d^ land bis proteClion, and 
to offer birh the fovereignty of tUe city. Simon Dandolo, 
brother to the doge, and At^rea Morojini, were appointed 
to reduce it ; but it coft the Venetians dear, their troops hav- 
ing been often defeated. Lewis of Hungary arrived with 
fixty thoufand men to the relief of the city s but he was de- 
feated, driven out of Dalmatia, and the ci^ at laft taken* 
Sabellicus informs us, that the flaughter of the king’s troops . 
was fo great, that, by infeSing the air with the ptHrid exha)d-« 
tions, ic produced a peftilence. No other punilhoient was 

^ SANsov.^dellc V. di p. Desd. p. a. Amex^ot’s 
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inflidled upon the rebellious city befides the perpetual banilh- - 
menc of the promoters of this revolt. 

VENICE was now fo much encreafed, and her caufes of 
litigation fo great, that the government eredied a court of fix 
auditors, or judges. This was the original of the council 
of the favii, according to fome hiftorians. By order of the doge 
and fenace, their hr(T bufinefs was to digeft and abridge the 
laws, which, it feems, were fwelled to an enormous bulk : 
all the decrees of the fenate^were likewife compiled in one 
volume, and divided, for the fake of perfpicuity, into chap- 
ters, hooks, and feftion 7 ^ WJthlf^fi|aneral index, and table of 
contents. The prince added j^This>|^volume of judicial 
adts and decrees of the grG^a>uncil,^vlwch he had com- 
piled and digefted with his own hand while he was procurator 
of St. Markh Thus Di^dolo was no lefs attentive to the 
domeiiic and civil than t^me foreign and military* policy of 
the republic. 

About tfiis time Venice was aflBidled with a feries 
of unavoidable calamities ; a terrible fiorm deftroyed great 
part of their fleet and merchant fhips ;• an earthquake ani 
high ,tide threw down and damaged a prodigious number of 
houfes and bridges in the city ; and a plague fwept off in- 
credible numbers ot ^the inhabitants. In confccjuence, a 
decree of the great council palled to naturalize all foreigners A. D. 
who would come and refide in the city, which foon pioduced a 1345. 
happy efFedt, multitudes of people flocking from every quar- 
ter to enjoy the freedom and liberty of the Venetian conftitu- 
tion 

Amidst all thefe misfortunes IJlrians revolted; but 
were foon fubdued by the authority and fpirit of ParnatU 
fujllniam. The authors of the revolt were fent to Venice j 
“^^jorn whence they were enjoir^inot to dir under pain of 
th. ^ 

Before the Venetians vfcre well recovered from the late 
civil misfortunes and warj new differences arofe wirh the 
Genoefe, Thefe laft [ olipired Tbveral fettlements in Greece 
from the time that Paleolcgui feized upon Conjlantinople^ con- 
fequently they carried on a confiderable trade, with which 
they were apprehenfivc i\\t Venetians would interfere; they War witk 
left no means untried to deprive the republic entirely of the Genoa. 
Levant trade : they took, plundered, and robbed fuch of the 
Venetian merAants as came in their way ; and committed fe- 
veral other violences and infradlions of the. law of nations. 


Bansov. del. v. p. “ Sabell. 1 . 3. d. 2. Blond. 
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The doge and fenate of Venice fent to demand fatisfa£lion ; 
and upon its being r^fufed, equipped a fleet, and prepared 
for war : an embargo was laid upon all their fliipping ; gal- 
lies were fent for to Dalmatia^ Candia, and Negropont 5 
and Morojini^ their admiral, recalled from Rogufa, 

In a (hort time a fqitadroii of thirty-five Ihips and gallies 
was ready to put to Tea, under the condufl of Marco Rufino. 
He had not been long in queft of the enemy, when, by 
flrefs of weather, he was forced to put into Carijlc, where 
fourteen Genoefe gallics rode at anchor, filled with rich mer- 
chandize, ammunition, prp>*f5^>4V^d evciy neceflary for a 
fort they propofed Pera Rn/mo attacked them, 

took, funk, and hfa<nt ten\'&llies ; four made their cfcapc 
under cover of i dark nightr^-i^t were afterwards taken by 
Morofinu admiral of the AdrUYiCy and canied into Venice. 
In the mean time, the Genoefe commanded by Filippo 
Doria^ reduced Negroponty the gmternor and officers having 
bafely abandoned it before the attack began ; for which they 
were recalled, and put to death 

The republic had now entered into an alliance with the 
king of Arragony who agreed to join them in perfon with a 
fleet againft the Genoefe. Some authors affirm, that Ifandoh 
formed a treaty offenfivc and defenfive with the Greek cm-, 
pirc, from whom he received a confiderablc reinforcement y, 
Pifaniy the Venetian admiral, foon came to an engagement 
with the Genoefe ftationed in the Bofphorns : the fight began 
in the evening, and continued with great fury for the whole 
night, without any apparent advantage or wearinefs on either 
fide. All the horrors which the darknefs of the night, the 
clalhing of fhips, the clattering of arnis, the fliouts of com- 
batants, and (bricks of the wounded could infpire, contri- 
buted to render this aflion dreadful. Next day the battle' 
ccafed, gather from inabili?jK;h»l|f want of inclination to pi^.- 
fue it, each admiral claiming th»,vidtory. Giovanni Delfinoy 
who was prefent, fays, that the \unetiam gained a complete 
vidlory, having taken twe^y-tijLt of the enemy’s gallies, 
with the lofi* only of four : but tire Gemcje and other hiftori- 
ans deny the aflertion y. Pijani was blamed for attacking the 
enemy in fo (trong a fituaticn, for the difpofuion of his at- 
tack, and for continuing if with obflinacy through the 
night. 

From this time forward a council of four ejtperienced of- 
ficers were appointed to attend, dired, and advife the ad- 

^Boniten. Com. I. 3. * Blonp. Flav. Hift. j.,7. 
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miral, in order to prevent any rafh refolutions, which might 
prove deflrudiive of the fleet, and ruinous of the republic *. 

The command of the grand fleet was now given to Rufinoj 
\vho had fo eminently diftinguiflied himfelf in the beginning *3 r7* 
of the war. He fir II ftecred his courfe with a fquadron of 
thirty gallics to Sardinia ; there he joined the Arragonian 
fleet of forty fail, commanded by Barnardo Cafnari ; and 
immediately went to feek Grimaldi^ the Genoefe admiral^ 
who was no lefs eager to eiij^age. The two fleets met on 
the Sardinian coaft ; o rdered his (hips to grapple with 

the enemy, and then had them to each other in fuch 

a manner that he mu ft conquft/or dil^^t being impoflible 
to efcape. Thus a kind of^nd battle wa\ fought upon the 
fea, in which there was no r£m for difputing the vi£tory, the 
whole Genoefe fleet having j®een either taken or deftroyed, 

Grimaldi's fhip alone draping- When the news of this 
defeat arrived at Genoa f whole city was in the greateft 
confternation, and the afliidion vias equal to what might 
be expected had Genoa itfelf fallen into the enemy’s hands, ^ jy 
In their defpair the Genoefe difpatched anibafladors to VifotiU, 1348." 
dukew of Af i/an j requefting his protection and arreptance of The Gt- 
the fovereignty of the dominions, Vifeonti accepted the wotftput 

‘ propofal ; and thus we fee this potent republic, in confequence themfhes 
of one fevere ftroke of fortune, furrendering up that pov\er, undenhe 
wealth, reputation, and liheriy, which flie acquired by in- prete^ion 
duftry, and for a feiies of years maintained with courage, ^Vifeon- 
conduft, and her blood. ti. 

This news foon arrived TXVe^iice^ and put the republic 
upon forming alliances able to ballance the great power of 
Vifeonti : treaties were made with Maftin^ the Can arians^ 
and the Florentines : the Venetian cities, forts, and towns, 
the continent, were ftro.ngl^fcrtifieJ, garrifoned and put 
poftuie of dcr?ncc ; tkdf fleet was encreafed, and their 
forces augmented : we ar(| likewife told, that the Venetians 
formed an alliance w’ith Cta?des king of Bohemia, In fliort, 
they omitted nothing whief coirlS^enable them to cope with 
fo powerful an enemy \ Vif ofiti^ perceiving the vigilance and 
fpirit of the republic, endeavoured to accommodate the dif- 
ference : his propofals were fuch as he thought t}\t Venetians 
would gldaly embrace, w'hcn they confidercd the late addition 
of ftrength tko^Gcnoef had acquired from his alliance ; but he A. D. 
was miftaken. They were haughtily rejected, and his ambafla- *34®* 

• 

^ Des dier. p. I. Saeell. 1 . 3. d. 2. Blohd. 1 . 7. d. 2. 
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dors told that it was the cuftom with the Venetians to decide 
by the fword, not by ncgodation 

DuHing this interval eight Genoefe gallies entered the 
gulph and deftroyed Corfu^ and certain illands on the 
coaft of Dalmatia. The republic difpatched Nicholas Pifaniy 
with fourteen gallies, in purfuit of them, who foon drove 
them out of the gulph. Next Pagano Doria entered the 
gulph with a ftrong fquadron, took a great number of Vetie- 
n^wfhips, fleered his Qouikxodjiria^ deftroyed and 

laid wafte the whole being reinforced with 

twenty gallies, came^yi^'nh him, engaged and defeated the 
Genoefe^ taking, burning a great number of his 

fhips ; but not ud'oet Doria^t^^id thrown the city of Venice 
into great terror and confufiom^U his near approach 

Nothing memorable occurry[ the following year befidcs 
Dandolo's death, which happened 'i^the beginning of the year 
one thoufand three hundred and fifty-four. He was defervedly 
reputed the greateft ftatefman, the greateft fcholar, the great- 
eft orator, and the fineft gentleman of his time : he was 
likewife pious, jufl^ and generous, qualities which particu* 
larly gained him the love and efteem of the people \ Ma- 
rino Faliero was now raifed to the ducal chair. 

MARINO FALIERO, Doge LV. 

His reign was produdlive of foreign and domeflic 
evils; defeats, famine, and pcflilence, all confpiring to 
humble the pride of this towering republic. While the 
affembly was biified in chufing a doge, three Genoefe gal- 
lies were taken by the Venetians upon the coaft of 
Greece ; the laft inftance of the republic’s good fortune in 
the war Soon after the Venetian fleet, commanded by Pi/ 
fani, was defeated hy DortlNm^fani lode at anchor at t-iC 
ifland Sapieniia, on the coaft of trVr Morea, waiting for Doria. 
Some authors affirm that the Ger^tfe came fome days fooner 
than they were expeded, a^ ioo^Pifnni with the whole fleet 
by furprize ; a circumftance hardly credible ^ Others are 
equally pofitive, tliat a long and bloody battle was fought, in 
which at length Pifani with five thoufand of his men were 
made prifoners, and above twenty gallies funks. All authors 
agree, that the Venetians fuftained, upon this occafion, an al- 
moft irreparable lofs ; they differ only in the mailhcr. The city 

** Sabe^.. 1 . 3. d. 2 Blond. Hift, I. 8. d. 2. Etiam degeft, 
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would probably have been undone, if the vi£lorious D^rmhad 
known as well how to purfue as to gain a vi£tory. The Ve- 
netians were equally furprized and rejoiced when the news ar* 
rived that he was returned to Genoa^ at a time they every 
hour expelled him before their gates. It is probable that 
ria's weaknefs from the lofs he fufiained in the a£lion, pre- 
vented his laying fiege to Venice : he knew the bravery of 
the Venetians^ and what they were capable of doing in defence 
of their wives, children, property, and liberty, againft an 
enemy they implacably hateci^ : thefe are the probable motives 
which actuated 

The Venetians ever (hewed p^:-’i!fnirable conftancy in ad- 
verfity : they now levied ti^ps, eqtij^oed a fleet, and, to 
prevent Vifcontis fending glance to tl?!k Genoefe^ they en- 
gaged him in a war at hojp, having prevailed upon Charles 
of Bohemia^ to march wljn a powerful army into the duke’s 
dominions ^ : in the rji^n while they made a truce for four 
months with Vifeonti^ and exchanged prifoners with the 
Genoefe, 

FaLIERO^ who had been dogejittle more than nine 
months, was feized with a violent defire of governing the re- 
public abfolutely, without council, fenate, or feignory, and 
of fubverting the eftablilhed conftitution K He begun his dc- 
lign by ads of popularity, and forming a ftrong fadion among 
the lower rank of people : he even went fo far as to make 
entertainments for them, at which himfelf would prefldc, tak- 
ing occafion to hint how improper a popular government was Faliero’i 
where vigour and unanimity were required; how unlit to re- confpiracy. 
trieve the defperate affairs of the ftate, which only could be 
done by entrufting the power in the hands of one man, equally 
attached to his country and capable of djreding it. When 
he perceived that the people liftened to him with attention, 
he began to drop hints o^^h^^fiitention to deliver them from 
the tyranny of the fen^/e, to retjieve the honour and power 
of the (late, and to afllme a greater latitude of power and 
authority than he now enjoj^d, until he had reftored their 
liberty; after which iAhould oe left to their choice to con- 
tinue him or not, as they found he deferved. His propofal 
was to murder the chief perfons of the aflenibly, fenate, and 
feignory, who had raifed him to the dignity he poffefled ; 
thi^s^he laid before the people, after he had firft provided his 
party witlf arms, and upon fome pretence got a fuflicient 
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number together in the palace \ The firft day of yfpril was 
appointed for the execution of this infamous plot ; a rumour 
was to be propagated that the enemy were at the walls, the 
great bell, the ui'ual alarm, was to be tolled as a fignal to 
the confpirators to join and begin the niaflacre. On the 
very day fixed for the pcrfoimancc of this dreadful tragedy, 
Beltrami, a confpirator, either through difguft or remorfe, 
went to the houfe of Nkholao Leon^ and made an ample 
dilcovery. Lecn was fo confounded with the horror of the 
adtion, that for fome time he w* unable to reply ; at laft, 
ordering Beltrand to be confijjjj^p ,b.6 idjfpatched meflengers to 
the chief fenatory, the and officers of the city, to 

come inftanily to hinTlI^'A relljfttion was taken to fecurc the 
doge and heads o^'thc confpira|it, which was happily exe- 
cuted ^ Tliey were all put to det'h, and the doge’s memory 
branded with particular marks of infl|jny : a veil was put over his 
piflurc(A), the fenate having orderedr^u itfliould lank among 
the reft with this infamous diftinflion. A penfion of one 
thoufand ducats was fettkd upon the difeoverer ; and thus 
ended the reign of the ambitious, mad, and wicked Marino 
Faliero * 

c 
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(A) The inferiptions which hall, in compliment to their 
Zanfo'iiino reports to be placed memory. Theie words which 
upon the monuments of the he mentions to have been in- 
doges, wc arc apt to think were feribed on Marinoh tomb were 
rather put under their pi<^urcs far more probably wrote under 
and bulls : it was caitcinary at his piftiire, builo, or ftatue.— 
Vtnice to ereft thefe in tlie great Temcritatis meev fernas hi. 

SECT. 

Containing the Origin cf tic In^fition of State •, the 
Peace with Genoa • War with the King of Hun- 
gary j Revolt of Candia, and other Particulars. 

State in- reafon to fuppofe the inquilition of ftate owed 

fuifiion, origin to this attempt to fubvert the ^abliffiej 

plan of government, deftroy liberty, and introduce tyranny. 
Some authors ^magine its rife to be of a later date ; but as they 
neither fpeciiy the time, nor particiilaiize the tiianngj\^il£i^ 
arc at liberty to form conje6lures. It is probaWjs^h^j^'foboW 

an 
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an attempt would have made the fenate extremely circum- 
fpe«a, jealous, and watchful of the conduft of their doges, 
embracing every probable method of retrenching their autho- 
rity, andlimiting their ambition. Certain we are, that the 
firft intention of the inquifition was folely to guard againft 
the encroachments of the prince, and protedl the privileges 
of the people, although its authority has fince been ex- 
tended. 

During the interregnum JuJtmam was fent with 

a fquadron to fcour the feas, s(nd convoy a fleet of merchant- 
men from Greece : he v.asvf-' -liJigent that he took a great 
number of Genaefe fliips, and if not been prevented by 

peace, would probably have refl^Vered late difgraces fuf- 
tained by the republic. Buf^^iis obje£f, ei^ally the intereft 
and wifli of both parties, at laft obtained, after the war 
had raged with the utmr>f violence for the fpace of five Genoa, 
years. "The prifoners oi^oth fides were fet at liberty, and 
nothing but rtjoicings, mirth, and gladnefs filled tne hearts of 
everj' Venetian and Getmfe ; not that their animofity was fa- 
tiated, but their power was exhaufted 


GIOVANNI GRADONICO, DogeLVI. 

GIOVANNI GRADONICO was chofen to fucceed Fa- A. D. 
Hero, after the republic had been for two months in the hands 1355. _ 
of a vice-doge. Of this prince nothing is recorded, his feign Giovanni 
beino- Ihort, and the republic blefled with profound tranqui Gradoni- 
lity “ Some dilFeienccs arofe between Lewis king of Hungarj co, <f.L\ I 
and the republic, but they did not break out into open war 
during the life of this doge. Letvis complained of injuftice 
in the lall trehty concerning Dalmatia, and renewed his 
claim to cities he had then formally ceded : he demanded n»itb 
ghat the republic would at leaft acknowledge by a fmall tri- Lewis, 
bute his fupeiiority ; but eht Venetian ambaflador refufed to iing of 
give any anfwer until he -had received inftruftions from his Hungary', 
mallei and the fenate ; r/iring which interval the doge died, 
after having reigned one^ear ay^d two months, including the 
regency of Cotnaro 


GIOVANNI D^E LFINO, Doge LVII. 

GIOVANNI DELFINO, his fucceflbr, pofitivcly rejetSed Giovanni 
the king’s ipropofal. preferring war to fervitude. Upon Delfino 
which Lewis marched an army into Dalmatia^ fo great that tiogelA II, 
he at the^ lame time befiegcd Zara^ Scia, Spalatra^ Ncna^ 
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mATrabu^ TYit Venetians^ amazed at his expedition, raifed 
forces, and equipped a fleet with all poiTiblc difpatcb, with 
which they found means to reinforce the garrifons, and fup- 
ply the cities with every necefl'ary. LewUy finding that 
the war would be protradicd by this method of proceeding, 
raifed the fieges, and fcnt an army of fixty thoufand men to 
fupport Franctfco Carrario in Italy, with whom he had con- 
trafted an alliance ' ; knowing that the republic was not to 
be brought to terms while the war was carried on at fo great 
a diftance. He had befides confiderable reinforcements from 
the duke cf Aujiria, thp nf ^guilpin. who feized 

every opportunity of the Venetians, and from the 

carl of Coalta. rfejierous army Coniglian, Sacilla, 

and feme other p/ces were in^f ed, and no fooner beficged 
than taken . C* 

T HE Hungariatis afterwards llbe down before Trevifo, and 
laid c!o(e fiegc to the city. 'TYieS^etians had provided for 
this by fupplying the garrifon with large ftore of ammunition, 
proviiion, and every other necefiary : feveral aflliults were 
made, and the enemy as often repulfed ; nor had the king’s 
menaces, that he wolild put the whole garrifon to the fw'ord 
if they did not furrender, any other efFeit than to animatfe the 
befieged, and cncreafe their haired to Lewis : at laft, tired 
out with their obftmacy, he turned the fiege into ablockafic, 

* and retired into Hungary **, The Venetians were in the mean 
while bufy levying forces in Germany and in the city : as thefe 
auxiliaries were incamped upon the river Brente, near Vicenza, 
they were fur-prized and cut off before the Venetians could 
come to their relief ^ Soon alter a truce for five months was ‘ 
agreed upon, during which time peace was ncgociating. 

The negotiations pioducing no effeS, hoftilities rc- 
corrmcn >ed at the expiration of the truce, Spalatra, and 
Trahu., tell into the king’s the republic being unablq^ 

to laife the fieges, as their chief mtength was neceflarily em- 
ployed in Italy. . Zara was taken bf furprize ; and of all the 
cities in Dalmatia, Emona alone rAnaincd to the Venetians : 
it had been tor fome months^ravcl^l^nd obftinatcly defended 
bv Giovanni JitJliniano, one or the beft officers of his age. 

1 he king loft four times the numher of the garrifon before 
the town, and was no nearer being mafler of if than when he 
made his firft approaches ^ : however, the republic finding 
that Dalmatia muft inevitably be loft if they did not conclude 

® Saecl. I. 4. d. 2. de g. V. ** Sabel. ibid. 

Bi OND. Hii1;51. 9. d. 2. *“ Ibid. ^ Bon iten. Com-, 

men. 1. 3. « J* Blond, deg. V. 


peace. 



C, I. The Hiflory of Venice. 

peace, fent ambafladors to Lewis with terms rather conve- 
nient than honourable. Their propofals were accepted, by 
which the Venetian territories, from the gulph of Fana to Dm- 
the intirc claim to Dalmatia^ and fomc other diftrifis, 
were ceded to Lewis ; he, on the other hand, giving up his 
coriquefts in IJiria^ Italy^ and laying himfelf under an obliga- 
tion to prevent the Dalmatians from praclifing piracy, their 
common vocation 

Not long after the conclufion of the peace Delfino died, 
from which it appears that thi^war continued above four years j 
a circumftance which .I.*?., jmmenfe wealth and com- 
merce of the republic, that for years was engaged 

in continual wars. He reigne(|^lor live*l ^^ars, and was re- 
puted a good, wife, and n^^nfortunate p^nce. 

LORENZO r^ELSO, Doge LVIII. 

jk 

DELFINO no fooner expired than twelve fenators were A. D. 
difpatched to congratulate Lorenzo Celjo^ eleded by the af- 1361. 
fcmbly, on his acceffion to the dogemip. Cclfo was at that Lorenzo 
time in Germany^ on his return from an ambally to the em- Celfo, 
peror* 67 ;r/r/^; I V . His father declined complimenting him af- LVIIL 
ter his arrival, to prevent his ftanding uncovered in his Ton's 
prcifence, thinking it an indignity to the paternal autho- 
rity to be fubjecled to the ducal ^ The duke of Aujiria and 
king of Cyprus made him avifit of congratulation ; for in his 
ambaflies Lorenzo had acquired the efteem of a great number 
of foreign princes. 

During their refidence in Venice great commotions broke 
out in Candia, The fenate, to deftay the expences of the late 
war, taxed all the natives of Venice^ of a certain property in 
£he ifland, and impofed a ftill heavier tax upon the original 

habitants. Venetians fiift to take up arm^ 

againft their country, whitji fo encouraged the natives, that 
the rebellion became general, the governor, provedatori, and 
all the Clips of the republ^ being feized. 

The rebels chofe A^rco G^adonicoy furnamed Bajardoy A. D. 
for their general, an officer of experience and valour : they 1363. 
began with fortifying the moll advantageous fttuations, lay- 
ing up magazines, equipping a fleet, and keeping ftri£l difei- 
pline among the troops : every thing was done which the 
duty of a go#J officer required, and that could fecure the 
ifland in the independency it affcilcd. The new's foon ar- 
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rived at Venice, which greatly embarraffed the doge and fenate, 
as the authors of the infurredlion were Venetians of diftinflion 
and family. After various debates and opinions, it was re- 
folved to fend three of the fenators to found the intentions 
of the rebels, offer propofals, and if poffible perfuade them to 
reafon. The amb-ifiadors ufed every argument which could 
footh the paflions, determine the judgment, or work upon 
the heart, but all to no purpofe ; they refolved to be an in- 
dependent free people ^ Finding all their endeavours to no 
purpofe, the fenators went on board certain gallies that 
waited for them, the ’STlvhirh, juft as they were 

getting under fail, fe^sra V^nit three hundred of the crowd 
upon the flioie, /K carried twif prifoners to Venice. 

War was now determined uden by the republic, and the 
Candians declared enemies to V'*’ country.. Ambafladors 
were lent to the emperors of the and VVeft, to the kings 
of France, Hungary, and to other ^entates, to demand aid 
and alliftaiice again It this rebellious colony, or at Icaft to ob- 
tain an alFurancc that no protection or fuccour fhould be af- 
forded them againft tlicir rnother country. Their ambafladors 
were kindly received, and' the moft liberal and folemn ^fTu- 
War •with rances every where given not only of denying the Candians 
theCtixtr any fupport, but of their deteflation and abhorrence ot tijeir 
dians. conduit *. ... 

In the mean time an army was levied, their marine put in 
rcadinefs, Dominiio Michaeli, who before was proveditor of 
the gulph, was appointed admiral, and the land forces com- 
mitted to Luchin Vermio. As foon as every thing was ready 
for embarkation Vermio reviewed his army, and found it 
confiding of five thoufand foot and two thoufand horfe, all 
veterans who had ferved in the late wars, and in good or- 
A. D, der. The fleet, amounting to forty gallies and Ihips, ar-^^ 
*364. rived early in the fpring at CMiia, * 

But during thefe tranfactionsycveral gentlemen of Can- 
dla, the capital of the iflaiid, healng of the vigorous prepa. 
rations carried on at I'lnice tfrcducY the rebels, begun to fall 
oft', to pra<?life with fomc of the chiefs of the fadlion, and to 
infpire them with a fenfe of their duty and danger. Hence 
proceeded horrid murders, maifacres, and ftratagems ™. The 
chiefs icaring they might be betrayed to the republic, left no 
means by poiibn or the poignard untried to take off the fuf- 
pecled perfons, the traiior.s as they were called.* Many Ve- 
netians, of the liift dillindlion in the ifland, were fuddenly 
• 
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put to death by the infernal arts of one Cahr^o, a famous poi- 
foner and afl'aflin. In fliort, the native Greeh perceiving the 
fuccefs of their diabolical agent, began to diftruft all the 
netiam : they now infilled upon the management of the war ; 
they demanded that ten natural Greeh fhoiild be admitted 
into the fenate ; they threatened to break open the prifons, and 
murder the Venetian prifoneis confined there, if they were 
not voluntarily furrendered, and a folemn oath taken of their 
allegiance to theGr^^ii. They had even the infolence to 
demand the fame of the Venetian nobility that remained, A 
fcheme likewife was laid ToV lei'^W upon ; depriv- 
ing iheV enctians of all authority iVfoffible, of maflacring 

every Italian in the ifland : puniffl».^cnt upon them 

for their perfidy to their nativliCountry. 

The Venetian nobility wen./now in a miferable dilemma ; 
declared enemies to the rep olic, and dreading its power at 
the very time dicy were -uttrayed, poifoned, and affallinated 
by the Greeh^ with whom they were allbciatcd in one common 
aa of rebellion. To extricate themfelves it was determined to 
deliver the ifland to the Genorfe^ as they d#ubted not but they 
would .rejoice at fo fair an opportunity of enlarging their 
dominions, and of (hewing their hatred to the Venetians ” : 
but ^he republic of Genoa^ either fiom a principle of ho- 
nour, or diflike to enter upon a frefh war, rejeded the offer. 

It was next propofccl to throw themfelves on the clemency 
of the republic, thinking by this means to purchale 
their pardon. The Greeh dneovered and prevented this dc- 
fign. 

The Venetian army being landed, Vermia detached a f^^Venc- 
party to reconnoitre the enemy, view the ground round tian ar/ny 
Gane/aee, and regulate the manner of making his approaches. Iw7as in 
Xhe detachment fell into an ambufeade, were cut off, cru-* Candia. 
elly mangled and hacked to pieces after they were killed : fo 
great was the averfion of th:^ Greeks to the Venetians ; or fo 
ready are men, engaged iiii a wrong caule, to perpetrate 
every villainy. marihed hi# aimy againft iheCandh 

ems^ engaged, and routed toeir army, making a great num- Candians 
ber of prifoners He then iiiveftcd the capital on the land dtfeuted. 
fide, while Mhhaeli blocked it up by Tea, and foon reduced 
it to the obedience of the republic. It Teems one article of 
the capitulation was, that the city fliould not be plundered 
and fubjefled A the ravages of the foidiers ; to prevent which 
the gates were to be ope<ied to the governor, and a party 
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fufficient for his protection ; the army to remain without 
the walls. The ibldiers, finding themfelves deprived of the 
booty they expeCted, begun to mutiny, which had nearly ter- 
minated in a thorough revolt, had not the vigour and firm- 
nefs of VermiQ quelled it, by putting the ringleaders to im- 
mediate death, and rewarding the reft ot the army with double 
pay P. 

CANDACE being loft, and the army defeated, the reft of 
the ifland fubmitted of courfe. The chiefs, both Venetian and 
Greeky were feiy<ed and put tS death ; the former with the. 
greateft rigour, their o^pef^iathiiitting of no extenuation. 

MAAc/gf CO't}NARO, Doge LIX. 

A. D. In the mean time Lorenzo !fo died, after he had governed 
1365. the ftate for three years witi;j. diferetion, temperance, and 

Marco occonomy *1. Marco Cornaro wa^ j^ut juft eleCled to fuccced 

Cornaro, when the news of a new revolt of the Cqndians arrived, 
dogellX. Jt excited by Calergo^ who had found means to efcape the 
juft punifliment denounced : he now ventured to appear pub- 
licly : he declaimed againft the oppreifion of the Venetians^ 
the pufillanimity of the Greeks^ the fubjeCHon in whtch the 
natural lords of the ifland w'cre kept, infiftiiig on the wcak- 
nefs of the republic, and the ftrength of the ifland, if»thcy 
would exert that fpirit for which their forefathers were fa- 
SeccfjJre- argument that could inflame their minds, and 

•volution them to rebellion, was ufed, and with fuccefs. Ca- 

theQzxi- x\\t Greek ftandard, exhorting every man infpired 

dians. with the love of his country, for liberty, to enlift himfclf in ^ 
the caufc of freedom. A numerous army w’as foon raifed,/ 

• the forts feized, and the nobility and VencUaii magiflrates put/ 
to death. Nhhclao Dondoloy and his brother, were the firP' 
victims of the popular furvj. / 

NICHOLAO JUSTINIANOy the provedatori, with fome 
Qtheis of the nobility, found r, leans to efcape, and raife a 
body of forces to oppofe Calcrgo^ who, advancing to the ci- 
tadel of Cand(tc€y aliaultcCi it wit^i great vigour, but v/as re- 
pulfed. The rebels, finding that they could make no im- 
prdlion heic, retired, after ferting the fuburbs on fire, to 
Retkimnoy which the Venetian ganifon abar.doned, not find- 
ing it tenable. having received foices from Vcmccy 

Candians and indulgences from Romcy marcbed againft ^the rebels, and 
defeated, defeated them in a pitched battle ; but this decided nothing. 
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the enemy were foon recruited. Another battle enfued, and 
JuJiiniano was a fecond time vidorious, though to as little 
purpofe as before *. 

In this pofture flood matters, when all of a fudden the 
inhabitants of fifteen towns and villages, which had hitherto 
remained quiet, joined the rebels ; by which they became 
;reatly fuperior to JuJiiniano. He therefore applied for fpee- 
ly reinforcements to the republic, adling in the mean time 
Oil the defenfive, while the rebels were committing the 
rhoft barbarous excefies : he was on the point of being re- 
duced to great neceility, when ’a^^eafonable fupply of provi- 
fions, troops, and every thing.^^. ^ited^ arrived from Venice ; 
upon which the feene wa: . r'.knged ’ .The rebels were 
now driven into the mou»jjiins, cut olF from their maga- 
zines and ftores, and at lenj^ch compelled to fubmit to the 
clemency of the icpublic^ Reafonable terms were granted, 
on condition^ that Caler^o^ and fome other perfons fpecified, 
were delivered up to punifhment ; but he made his efcape 
to AnapoUs^ which he bravely defended againft all the power 
of the Venetians. At laft, perceiving th^ place was no longer 
defeifible, he abandoned the iiland in a veflel he bad pre- 
pared for that purpofe. jfnapofis was furrendered, and the 
whole ifland reduced to its former obedience. 

Some members of the fenate were difpatched to Candia 
to enquire into the grievances which had occafioned the re- 
volt ; to fettle it upon a fure footing j to abrogate fome old 
and fiame new laws; raze the holds and forts which were 
unneceflary to the fafety of the ifland : in fhort, to eftablifli 
tranquility and peace upon the heft foundation which the 
temper and dilpofition of the Greeks would admit. * 


ANDREA CONTARENI, Doge LX. 

MARCO CORNARO, after a troublcfome fway of three 
years died, and was fucceeded by Andrea Contareni^ who un- 
willingly received a dignky, to fupport which he was perfedHy 
qualified. His Icruples 4 'cre ii<f (ooner furmounted than the * 
IJirians revolted, under pretence that the duties exadted by 
the republic upon all merchandize paffing through the gulph 
of Fana to the Po, was an infupportable impofition, ruinous Iftrians 
of their commerce, upon which depended their very exiltence. nvolt. 
They deftr^yjed the galley the Venetians kept on the coaft to 
receive the duty : not fatisfied with this afl: of defiance, they 
pulled down the flandards of the republic,’ and expelled the 
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Venetian governors. The doge and fenate, rcfolving to curb 
their infolence, fent agaioft them a fleet and army, com- 
ATtchaeli znA MoUno '^, In a fliort time the re* 
bels were lb hard piefled, that they threw thcmiclves upon 
the protection of the dukeof and created his ftand- 

ard in all the public places. The duke came to their aflif- 
tance with an aimyof ten thoufand foot and four thoufand 
horfe : he w'as (o much fuperior in ftrength to the Vetictians^ 
^Auftria invefled an<l blocked up their camp, which was in 

comes to gpe^t danger of being taken,* when Molino arrived with a 
(trong body of Tailors, attacked th4>^du!ce in the rear, and af- 
ter putting the Gcrn:am- cnnfiifion, forced open his v/ay 
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The duke 
defeated^ 


Rfukadi^ a general fally was 
made with fuch iftipetuofity iR^^the enemy were routed and 
driven from the entrenchmcntslwith great (laughter. The 
duke’s retreat was fo prccipitat^lilhat he left the wounded, 
his baggage, and provilion behinJ^V^^g^^her with thice or 
four hundred prifoners taken in the flight \ "A truce was 
granted him for a day to bury the dead ; after which he was 
defeated in another act ion, atid his pride fo mortified, that 
leaving the IJhiam t(t the mercy of the conquerors, he re^tired 
into Aujiito. T'hus the rebels lofirig their protcclor fubmiited 
to the republic, acki'.owiedgcd their offence, made rcparaiiyn, 
and agreed to pay the duty, the refufal of which had reduced 
them to this neccflity. 

Scarce was the republic rid of this troublefome affair 
W’hen (he refolved to enter on a frtfh war, Framifeo Cana- 
rlo had ufurped Tome of their dominions near the lakes ; upon 
War ^ivith which the Paduans were forbid trading or carrying on any 
the Carra- fqirt of commerce to Vfjj'ue. Other neighbouring ftates were 
fo affefled by this prohibition, that they did all in their 
power to reconcile the contending parties ; but not fuccccd- 
ing they applied for the mediation Lewis king of liungarf 
and the Florentines^^ at W'hofe interceflion it was agreed, 
that a truce for two months (hould take place, in order la 
negociate a peace. Commiflioners w^rc deputed by both fides 
to examine the botinds andTix thi limits in an amicable 
manner; but the negociations were foon broke off, on ccr- 
. tain intelligence which the republic received of a defign 
to Carrarh^ of murdering the dege and fenate 

^imihe fearch was made after the corifpiraiors, fomc of whom 

%e and torture, and on theiP confeflion 

jt/Lu. hanged. Apprehcnlive that Canano"$ villainous plots w'ould 
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not terminate with a Angle attempt, the fenate ordered a con- 
llant patrole of horfe, the guards of the palace and fenate to be 
doubled, and the fenators, moft obnoxious to the tyrant, to be 
conftantly attended by two armed foldiers. Orders were like- 
wife iffued that all the wells in the city Ihould be well guarded ; 
butchers, bakers, and poulterers, wrere made rcfponfible 
for all the meat they fold, and every precaution was taken 
to guard againft poifon 'i : nor did their fears end here, 
ftrong reafons appeared for fufpedling that they vvere betrayed 
by fome of their own body. •A fcrupulous and rigid enquiry 
was made, which turned out to the fafety of the ftate, and 
to the eternal fliame of certain cnators, who were proved 
guilty of holding a correfpondt^iice with their moft inftdious 
enemy. The moft guilt^,nlet with condign punifliment, 
others were imprifoned fori ^ife, and fome ftill left criminal, 
were degraded and for ever,difqualificd from holding a feat in 
the fenate. S 

In the mean time tne republic was taking meafures for 
carrying on a vigorous war, in order to chaftife the baleneft 
of this treacherous enemy. Raynuro Vafeo., the beft com- 
mander of his time, was invited from Tufeany to lead their 
arm}^, Dominico ATtchaeli being appointed his lientenant. 
Michaeli marched againft the Peduans^ entered their country, 
defeated them in fcveral fkirmiflies, laid the country under 
contribution, and filled it with terror and confternation. Ray- 
niero in the mean time arrived at Venice^ and having received 
his commiffion immediately fet out for the army, and was 
Toon after difmilled, upon a quarrel with the provedatori, who 
had the addrefs to make his conduft fufpeded. The great 
Vafeo thought it beneath his charadler to ftoop to a defence ; 
to exculpate and palliate would lead him to an altercation 
\ with the provedatoii, whom he defpifed equally for their corrup- 
\ion and ignorance. He quitted the command with a dignity 
of fentiment, and contempt for the weaknefs of the republic, 
incapable of diftinguilhing true merit, that lefletfts more ho- 
nour on his memory than all the lauiels of the greateft con- 
querors. t . • 

ALBERH^O CARRARIOi Pietro Fmtano^ Alberto and 
Andrea Dandolo, wctc appointed to take the command of the 
army by turns ; their luccefs againft the enemy was confider- 
able, which diverted the public fufpicion from falling upon 
the provedatt^i, though their integrity was doubted by perfons 
of penetration. The Venetians were divided into two bodies, 

r Sabfi.i.. et Blond. Bonitfk. Com. 1. 3 . Blond. H. 
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one of which was conducted by Thaddeo yu^intam : he was 
furprized by the enemy, and defeated after a vigorous rdfift- 
ance and great flaughter of the Paduans^ whofe viSory coil- 
fifted in remaining matters of the field of battle. Jujiiniam 
retired info the Trevifan^ where he withftood all the attacks 
of the enemy until he was reinforced. 

About this time Lewis king of Hungary arrived to the af- 
fiftance of Francifeo Carrario and the Paduans, with a power- 
ful army, which obliged the Venetians to aft upon the de- 
fenfive, until an oppoituntty St breaking and divici-r?; the 
enemy fhould offer. On this occafion the vigilance, y, 
and conduft of Dclfino, th®:^admiral, were L^rcarly adri ind : 
he fupplied himfeU with a nvnlyr of light boats, came round 
the lakes, built and garrifone^I^ forts in fuch a manner as 
greatly diftrefled and annoyed tn^' cnemv. A party fould not 
C9me out of the camp to forage, but it was furprized by 
fome of thofc garrifons, the convojL.. of the enemy were cut 
off, and their army reduced to fuch extremity* ns compelled 
them to a motion which afforded the Venetians the oppoitunity 
they long defired. Cqjrrario was obliged to maich through fomc 
narrow defiles, woods, and marfhy grounds, of which the 
Venetians taking advantage, attacked him in places wheic it 
was impoflible to draw out his army. Pietro Fcntario com- 
manded the republic’s foices upon this occafion, and acquired 
great glory by the refined ftrokes of generalfhip which he 
difplaycd. No opportunity was loft, nothing omitted which 
could poflibly harrafs, break, or reduce the enemy. For the 
fpace of a week continual aftions and fkirmifties patted, all 
terminating to his advantage ; at length, when the enemy 
was fatigued, broken, and difpirited, Fontano attacked them 
with all his forces, and gained a complete viftory, killed 
two thoufand upon the fpot, and made three thouland pri^ 
foners Divifions arofe among the enemy > the Paduans 
blamed the Carrariam\ the Carrarians fhuffied the public odi- 
um on the Hungarians. Marji^ the brother of Carrario^ offered 
his mediation to compofe th^fe civil broils, which he foicfaw 
mutt ruin the common caufe ; but Francifeo continuing unalter- 
able in his refelitment, he quitted the army, and fought pro- 
teftion againft the perfecuting temper of his brother at PWtee ^ 

LEfVlS of Hungary^ tired with his Ioffes, deteniiincd 
upon a peace with the republic. Carrario^ finding himfelf in 
danger of being deprived of fo powerful an •ally, began 
likewife to reficft upon the confcquences of fupporting a 
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war findy againft fo powerful and ivarlike a people as the 
Venetiansl Accordingly he fent propofals to the Venetian gc- -pgace eott* 
neraU which were accepted, and afterwards ratified by the doge eluded. 
and fenate. It was propofed that the republic fhould appoint five 
commiffioners to fix the limits of the controverted territories ; 
that the Paduans {hould immediately, as an indemnification, 
pay forty thoiifand crowns to the republic, and an annual tri- 
bute of fourteen thoufand crowns more for the term of fifteen 
years ; that Frandfeo Cay-rario^ or his fon, fliould acknow- 
ledge his fault in prefence (#f the people, fenate, and doge 
of Vnice ; that the caftle of Caranio^ with all its diftrifts, 
fhould be ceded to the republic ; that Cajihnuovo^ with all 
the forts round it, ftiould^be razed, and never afterwards 
rebuilt ; that Marftlio fliould enjoy the profits of his efiate, 
either to reficle in Venue or •, ^fewhere, as he thought proper ; 
that Carrarto fliould forthwith difchaigc his auxiliaries, and 1375. 
difband his army; ihat^jfi'e fliould annually remit three hun- 
dred crowns* to St. A church ; that Paduans fliould 
not build within three miles of the mouth of any river in 
Italy that they fhoiild not maintain forts or garrifbns; and 
laftly, that they fliould furrender up all the towns, villages, 
and lands, taken from the Venetians in the courfe of the war**. 

On thefe* conditions, fo gjorious to the republic and eafy 
to ^Carrarioy confidering the infamous means he had prac- 
tifed to ruin the Venetian conftitution, murder the doge, and 
poifon the fenate, peace was reftored. His fon came to Ve- 
nice to perform the articles, and afle pardon for his father^s 
offence : he was carried to St. MarPs, where he folemnly 
fwore to his father’s acceptance of the conditions, exprefled 
his contrition for the unprovoked injury offered the republic, 
and his 'firm refolutlon to keep the peace facred and in- 
violable ®. ^ 

* Soon after a fire deftroyed the Monajiery of Virgins,^ the Monaftery 
moft famous nunnery in Venice^ in which a great number of of virgins 
young^ ladies of diftindion periflied, together with a great deftroyed 
quantity of valuable effects, a prodigious fum of money, and 
profufion of rich plate. 0 • 

Profound tranquility for the fpace of three years fuc- 
cceded thefe events ; at the expiration of which a frefli war 
recommenced with Leopold duke of Aujlfia^ who without any 
previous complaint or declaration entered Italy ^ laid wafle 
the Trevifanf putting every thing to fire and fword as far as 
the gates of Trevi/o. The magiftrates of the city fent imme- 

** Saeel, 1 . 5. d. 2. BLo^^D. 1 . I. d. 3. Etianf Bonitbk. 
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diatc notice to Venue of their danger ; but the republic hav- 
ing in the late repofe laid up her fleet, and disbanded her 
army, was forced tp folicit the neighbouring powers to fuc- 
cour the Trevijhns. Their requeft was rejefted, and the Ve- 
netians found themfclvcs under the neceflity of relying upon 
their own vigour and ftrength ^ 

An army and fquadron were got ready with all poffible 
difpatch, and aflbrances of fpeedy afliflance fent to the Tre- 
vifans. AH the German merchants in the Venetian port» 
were feized, and their (hips an3 goods confifeated. yacomo 
Cahalla^ an old warrior, was appointed to command. As 
loon as the armament was complete he marched to Trevifoj 
at the fame time that the fleet fcoured the fcas ; the enemy 
abandoned the Trt^nfan upon his approach ; but, purfuing them, 
he obtained a complete vi£lory on the banks of the river Piava, 
Thence marching to Peltre he deftioyed the fuburbs, and was 
about to inveft the town, when he Was informed of a ftrong 
reinforcement Leopold had received, and of bis intention 
to raife the ficgc. Upon this Jacomo determined to retreat 
towards the Trevifan^ fending his fon with a detachment to 
feize upon the caUle of Baldina^ a place of fome confequonce : 
Leopold having notice from his fpies of Jacomo^$ intention, 
laid an ambufeade for young Caballa^ which fucceeding, the 
whole detachment were made prifoners. Leopold difmifled 
them next day, on their parole they would return if an im- 
mediate peace did not enfue, propofals of which he fent by 
them to yacomo : Lewis king of Hungary adting as mediator, 
the propofals were accepted, and peace confirmed K 

But Lewis j as if he had a mind to ftrengthen the re- 
public againft himfclf, no fooner rid her of this enemy, than 
he entered into an alliance with the Genoefe^ the Carrarians^ 
and the bifliop of Aquileia., againft the Venetians. 7'he caufe 
of the war was this . Andronicus having confpired againft the 
life of bis father Caloine^ emperor of Greece^ was detected, 
convidled, blinded, and banilhed to Fcra^ a Genoefe fcttle- 
ment. Caloine had conceded a j[lrong friendfliip for the 
Venetians^ in confequence of which he complimented the 
merchants of the republic with fcveral valuable and exclufive 
privileges. The Genoefe^ piqued at the preference given to 
the Venetians j refolved to revenge themfelves by raifing An- 
dronicus^ who had in fome nieafure recovered his fight, to 
the empire ; for this purpofe they fent direflions to Pera to 
fet him at liberty. Agents were employed over the empire to 
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form a party in his favour, and a ftrong fquadron and body 
of forces fent to his immediate afliiftance. Andronkus was no 
fooner releafed than, agreeable to the inconftancy of 
the Eaflern nations, he found himfelf at the head of a 
powerful faftion, determined to difpute the empire with Gr- 
hint. He fent orders to the governor of TemdoSy to furren- 
der the ifland to the Genoefe’y propoling thereby to fecure a 
harbour and wintering for the fleet. This the governor re- 
fufed, unlefs the order was ^ounterfigned by ±e emperor. 
For further intelligence he fent to Con/iantimple ; and was di- 
redfed by Caking to put the ifland in the pofleflion of the 
Venetiansy whofe affiftance he was then foliciting*. Thus 
Tenedoi became the occafloif of this, as Candia had been of 
former wars between the republics. 

MARCO yUSTINlANO, admiral of the gulph of Fe- 
niegy having orders to receive Temdos from the Gregk gover- 
nor, failed thither, put tfltie ifland in a pofture of defence, 
appointed Donato Troni governor, and then convoyed a fleet 
of merchantmen to Venice, lenedos was of the utmoft con- 
fequence to the commerce of Genoa and Venice \ both had 
long endeavoured to acquire the poflelfion of the ifland, and 
now the fuccefs of the latter rekindled their ancient animo- 
^ fity, ^and occafloned a bloody, tedious, and deftrudfive war ^ 

Before war was declared between the republics, the Ge» 
noefe feized upon Lemnos in the name of Andronicusy and made 
prifoners of lome Venetian merchants. Sailing from thence, 
they Joined Andronkus wich eleven gallies, and made diredliy 
for Tenedos ; where, upon their arrival, they fummoned 
Troni to furrender his truft to the lawful emperor. But this 
\ demand being anfwered with a (bower of arrows, Andronkus 
*«gave the allault with great fury, which Troni fuflained with 
fc much bravery as defeated their efforts : then fal lying out 
with the whole garrifon, he rufhed upon them with an im- 
petuofity fo irrefiflible, as made the Genoefe and Greeks preci- 
pitately take to their (hips., and relinqui(h the attempt^. The 
number of (lain and prifoners wastgreat, and the booty con- 
fiderable, as it included all the enemy's battering engines and 
camp materials 

War was now declared by the Venetians againfl the Gem- 
efgy Lewis of Hungaryy the bilhop of AquileiOy and the Car- 
rariansy a po\^erful confederacy, againft which the republic 
endeavoured to employ an adequate force. For this purpofe 
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fdfty Ihlps of war were equipped, and the command given to 
Vidior Pifaniy with Barba and Loreiani in quality of provc- 
ditors. Pt5ior\vj at anchor with -his fleet at when 

he received intelligence that the Gcnoefe<i under Lodovico Fiefca^ ' 
approached : he inftantly gave the proper direftions for drawing 
up the fleet, animated the foldiers and mariners, and, weighing 
anchor, crowded fail to meet the enemy. As foon as the Genoeje 
admiral appeared, the whole Venetian fleet gave a chear, 
ominous of fuccefs from the alacrity and fpirit it indicated. 
Upon the near approach of the fleets, the sky was in an in- 
ftant darkened with a cloud of arrovirs ; but this kind of fight- 
ing was (bon laid afid.^ for the fword and pike, the (hips being 
driven upon each oth-ir by the tempeftuoufnefs of the wea- 
ther. Here they boarded each other, and an obftinate battle 
continued for two hours, w^hen the Genoefe were obliged to 
yield to the bravery of the Venetijinsy four of their gallies 
only efcaping, the reft being either taken, funky ordeftroyed : 
about two thoufand prifoners were made, and a greater num- 
ber of the enemy (lain. Nor was the vidforj' purchafed with- 
out blood on the fid'e of the Venetians^ they having loft about 
fix hundred men, feveral of whom were citizens of diftinc- 
tion. However, as the Genoefe admiral, and the whole fleet, 
fell into Pifani\ hands, he the lefs regretted his lofs/ al- 
though his fon was among the number of the flain ^ 

In the mean time the allies of Genoa had taken the field, 
entered, burnt, and deftroyed the Trevifan ; but failed in 
their attempt to furprife the city of Trevifo, The Genoefe 
likewife furprifed the city of Famagojia^ the richeft maritime 
town in Cyprus, the king, the ally of the Venetians, having 
made his efcape to Milan, where he married Vifeontih daugh- 
ter, and prevailed on the duke to aflift the republic. The. 
conditions of the treaty were, that x\\q Venetians, with tch 
gallies, fliould tranfport the king to Cyprus, and aflift him 
in retaking Famagojia from the Genoefe : that on the other 
fide Vifeonti fhould fupply them with nine thoufand foot and 
one thoufand horfe, for tlfe defeace of their dominions on 
the coriinent ; and the kins grant them a certain fubfidy, 
which w^! do not find fpecified by hiftorians*". 

Accordingly ten gallies were fent with his majefty, 
the harbour of Famagofta^ a number of (hips, and fome pri- 
foners were taken. The town was then ftormei, fcaling lad- 
ders applied to the walls, and the ramparts mounted by the 
V metians,^ when the Cyprians failing to fiipport them, and the 
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Genoefe attacking them vtgoroufly in front with numbers 
greatly fuperior, they were driven headlong to the ground 
with great flaughter. TiYit Genoefe^ however, not purfuing 
the blow, the Venetians gained their (hips without any farther 
lofs, and joined Pifani^ who was fleering his courfe to Ca~ 
tharra 

This city belonged to Lewisy was ftrongly fortified, and 
well fupplied : Pifani fummoned the governor, but he re- 
turned a haughty anfwer that only inflamed the Venetians* 
The troops being landed the\:ity was invefled, aqd in a few 
days all the outworks taken : then Pifani ordered a general 
allault, the walls were fcaled, and the Venetians mounted the 
ramparts with a courage ^hat daunted the enemy, though 
they ftill endeavoured to maintain their ground ; but in a 
fliort time a flag of truce was hung out, and the governor fur- 
rendered at diferetion : the booty was fo confiderable, that 
Pifafii fent fix fhips loaded with rich merchandize to Venice, 

Hearinc^ that the Geyioefe fleet were fleering towards 
Dalmatiay he directed his courfe to meet them, or, if he 
failed, to attack Zara and the coafls. The two fleets came 
witl^in view at Tarentunty and in ap^Sirance prepared for 
battle; buttheG^w^ admiral, perceiving to be well 

prepared, bore away with all the fail he could make, Pifani 
gave chace as far as the coaft of Dalmatiay where, fearing 
fome defign of the enemy, who were fuperior to him, he 
waited for a reinforcement. » 

During thefe tranfadlions at fea the war was brifkiy car- 
ried on by land : the Venetians had taken Saligettay a city be- 
longing to Gerardo Caminenftsy who had joined in the league 
againfl the republic : Cefalta^ and feveral other towns they 
burnt, ruined, or difmaniled. Carrarioy on the other hand, 
was not idle; having joined the patriarch of Aquileiay their 
forces amounted to fixteen thoufand men, with which army 
they inverted the city Mejira, To deprive the befieged of 
all fuccour, ftrong detachments were fent to block up every path 
by which the Venetians could march ; but Nicholao Galliano and 
Hico Pifani being detached with* a ftrong corps to attempt the 
relief of the befieged, they forced apaflage, and fo fuccefsfully 
harraile'd the enemy’s out-guards and camp, being at the 
fame time fupported by brilk and feafonable Tallies from the 
town, that Carrario was compelled to raife the fiege with 
fome preciiliiation, leaving behind a great part of his bag- 
gage 
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PISJNI was on his way to Trahu in qucft of the Genoefi 
fleet : coming paft Stcco^ he flopped to fummon the fortrels, 
the governor of which replied, that the Venetians muft ufe 
more powerful arguments than menaces before they became 
mafters of the place. This anfwcr being reported to Pifant 
he ordered an allault, the walls were fcaled, and the fortrefs 
taken in the fpace of a few houi^, with prodigious flaughter 
^Pifani. Qf jjjg garrifon. Loaded with prifoners, fpoil, and rich 
booty, Pifant proceeded in his courfe to Trahu^ fending a 
galley to Kenice with the news dl the taking of Siccoy and the 
^arcity of ^rovilions in his fleet. The Gemefe had flrongly 
blocked up both the channels leading to the harbour of 
TreJm^ which foiled al! the attempts oi Pifani to come to an 
eng .gt mtnt . he therefore landed his troops at fome diftance 
from tlie citys marching them up along the coafl, and aU 
tack' J it with great intrepidity ; but rhe garrifon was fo nu- 
merous, rnd t«>' v^ant ot provifions fo great in his c^mp, 
that he was conltr^ined to raife the fiege, with ‘the lofs of 
feven hundred men, and retire to Zara, From hence he 
fent ten gallivs to Albania to fummon the garrifon to furren- 
der, with which they immediately complied, fearing the /ate 
of Sicco and Catharra, 

In the mean lime the doge and fenate, hearing of the rc- 
T amine in Trahu ^ and of the famine in the fleet, fent five 

Pifani's gallies v'i:/ provifioiis, and ordeii? io Pifani to vtXuxn X.0 Tra^- 
fiiet. either Itarve or foice the garrifon to furrender. Pi^ 

feni^ ir obedience to his oidcrs, made a fecond attempt, 
much againft his inclination, which proviin unfuccefsful he 
failed to Iftria^ and there expected orders cither to winter or 
rcturii witti the fleet to Venice. The former was the re(blu- 
tion ot the republic, and a pernicious one in effeft ; for the 
cold was fo extieme, and the dearth fo great, that not half 
the crew^s furvived the winter. Jn thc'fpring a reinforcement 
pf eleven gallies and great ftore of provifion and ammuni- 
tion were fent : r ^j’s lupply enabled Pifani to put to fea 
early ; but he w'?*? fcarce a d;y/'s failing from the coafl, w'hen 
A. D. a terrible ftorm ditperfed the fleet. •I'he admiral, however, 
*379' fortune to unite the fleet on the coafl oi Apu^ 

lia.^ where in a few days he deferied the Genoefe fquadron, 
confifling of fifteen gallies. Orders weie immediately iflued 
to give chace, and in the evening the Venetians were near 
enough to engage the enemy, who not chufing l!b hazard ^ 
battle difuei fed themfclvcs and bore away. Pifani, however, 
fell in w'iih a^part of the fquadron, and forced an engagement, 
5n which the Genoefe admiral was killed by an arrow, and ft> 
veral fliips taken. 
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This good fortune did not continue long ; for he w&s dc- 
feated by the Qenoefe^ with the lofi of a great part of his 
fleet. Pifani fought with all imaginable courage and con-*^ 
du£t ; but he fell into an ambufeade laid by the enemy, thro* 
which he would have made hts way, had he not bafely been 
deferted by five of his gallies. He was recalled by the doge 
and fenate, mulcted in a fuift of money, and the captainsof the pjf^ni itnr 
gallics heavily fined and imprifoned. The people, who adored 
the generofity and bravery of Ptfanij murmured greatly at hjs ^ 
unmerited punifliment : they had publicly declared that envy 
rather than the public good actuated the fenators ; that many 
attempts had been made <-o ** fin tht glory of this hero, whofc 
charafter was too exalted to be regarded with candor by nar- 
row minds. * • 

While the republic was thus divided, thw ^ .c' oiped 
the fruits of her diilentions. Caorli and G*‘ach H ^ .Acir 
hands ; the Venetian trade, proteSed only by lix i,-‘ »::jfier 

fufTered confiderably, feveral of t' w eii: u-rchant- 
mcn having been taken. PAcJirina the ( enoe]' lonk by af- 
fault, and they were now bef eging Chicgguiy atter having al- 
ready deftroyed the fub.urbs, and .eized upo^i Little Chioggia. 

'l^he garrifon made fo many vigorous fallies, and difputed 
every inch of ground with fuch obftitiacy, that the enemy 
w5ie obliged to quit tht fiege. They foon after returned, ai;d 
took the city by fuiprize, putting the whole girrifon to the Chioggia 
fword, except Hemo the governor, and about fifty officers, 
who retiring into the palace, defended it fo bravely, that the 
Genoefe were glad to grant them an honourable capitulation. 

The llaughter here was prodigious, no lefs than feven thoufand 
citizens and foldiers were flain during the fiegt, near an 
equal number made prifoners p. Carrario^ we are told, af- 
fitted at the taking of this important city, and behaved with 
all the cruelty and infolence of a tyrant uniifed to conqueft : 
fome of the prifoners of the firit diftinftion he ordered to be 
whipt almoft to death, and afterwards hanged 5 others were 
barbaroufly maimed and confined to dungeons upon bread 
and water. In every inftance Ife gratified his natural difpofi- 
tion, and fatiated his revenge by the moft wanton, favage, 
and inhuman cruelty. 

When the news of this lofs, and the naaffacre of the pri- 
foners, arrived at Venice^ the people rofe up in the moft tu- 
multuous manner, threatened the doge and fenate, and re- 
fufed to enlift themfclves for the defence of a city in which 
they faid they were flaves to caprice, ignorance, and cow?- 
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ardice : they were not to be appeafed by any authority, until 
Pifani was fet at liberty, whom they looked upon as the bul- 
wark of the republic, and the only prop able to ftay the fall- 
ing ftate *1. This report being carried to the palace foon pro- 
duced a refolution to releafe him : an order was accordingly 
fent to prifon to make him tree, and reftore him to his former 
employments. The joy of the people was extreme ; nothing 
but fliouting, bonfires, and demonftrations of gladnefs was 
to be feen or heard : the tide of paffion run fo ftrong, th^t 
the influence of Pifatii was cquclly necefl’ary to moderate their 
as his liberty had been to appeafe their rclentment. 


Zeal of the 
people. 


hen he came forth from his prifon, the tumult, noife, and 
diflurbance redoubled ; the whol^^city flocked together to be- 
hold the fuftering hero; cveiy one prefled with an eagernefs 
to touch him, infomuch that Pifani^ who had juft been de- 
livered from the hatred of the fenate, was near falling a facri- 
fice to the love of the people : at length, getting poflelTion 
of a little eminence, he addreflfed the crowd with a dignity 
fo commanding, and an eloquence fo perfuafivc, that upon 
his promife to accept of their fervices, which they fo earncftly 
prefled, they feparated and retired ^ Pifaru then returned 
to his prifon, where he fpent the night with his confeflbr : 
on the morning he went to the palac^to mafs, and to re- 
ceive the facrament ; then he waitdl upon the ferrate, and 
threw himfelf at the doge’s feet, who raifing him m.' addrefled 
him thus: “You were imprifoned, Vidlor^ be .nr orders, 
“ for the lofs fuflained by the republic ar z!"* \ui, under your 
conduft ; you are relcafed that you may repair the dif- 
«« grace. Reftrain your fire, exert your judgment, and ufe 
“ caution, without which the greateft virtues in a general 
are but fplcndid vices, w'hich often terminate in his own 
“ (hame, and the ruin of his country. Go ! and may 
you prove equally the terror of her enemies, as you are the 
“ darling of the republic®.” Pifani anfwered with modefty, 
took his leave, and then retired to his own houfe, where 
he was crowded by the citmens, entreating him to enter their 
names for the fervice, to sfccept of their fortunes to equip 
the fleet, and their lives to fight for him and their country. 
In the fpace of three days fix gallies were rigged, manned, 
and ready to put to fea. Pifani then held a conference with 
the principal officers, in which it was determined that a 
ftrong brick wall fhould be run crofs the mouth Of the haven, 
each end fortified with a tower, well garrifoned, to prevent 
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the entrance of the Genoefe^ whom they every day expefled. 

Several other works were raifed round the city by Pifani's ad- 
vice, and the charge of the whole committed to Cahalla^ 
an eminent foldier ' (A). 

During thefe preparations a number of adventurers, in 
fmall boats, made incurfions up the channels leading to Chi^ 
oggia^ furprized a number of Gemefe traders, and intirely 
blocked the city up on that quarter. ‘The garrifon, appre- 
hending that a fcarcity of provifions would enfue, if a flop 
was not put to thefe proceedings, fent notice of their fixa- 
tion to Doria^th^ Genoefe admiral ; upon which he came with 
a ftrong fquadron to MalamoCy built a fort there, and landed 
his troops on the oppolitedide to befiegc Poveogia, As foon « 
as the Fenetiaus were acquainted with the enemy's approach, 
they fliut up the channels towards Chhggia^ by finking large 
(hips in the narroweft paflages : here daily fkirmiflies palled 
betwfeen the light boats of each fide, while who raifed t9 

commanded five gallies, fo annoyed the workmen at Mala- eppofe th 
niQc^ that they were unable to proceed in building the fort. Genoefe^ 
Brisk encounters happened almott every day upon Ihore, in 
which Caballa had always the advantage over the enemy, 
both from his military abilities, and from the courage of his 
troops : however, the people were dilTatisfied, they com- 
plained of being pent up by an enemy they had often con- 
quered in the field and upon the ocean \ an enemy, who but 
a little before was not in pofleflion even of a retreat to fculk 
in from their viflorious arms ; they demanded a general ac- 
tion, which might at once bring either death or liberty; 
they were equally fanguine in their hopes, and ignorant of 
the means of obtaining victory. The doge and fenate were Venice 
pleafed to fee this forward humour in the people, and, to in- blocked up 
dulge them, ordered a fleet of forty gallies to be got ready. 

Some authors affirm, that fo great was the alacrity with which 
the people enrolled themfelves, and the artificers worked, 
that thirty-four fail were complete for aftion, and well man- 
ned, in the fpace of a week Prince Contareni took upon 
himfelf the command, 2<^poIntea the officers, faw the troops 
difciplined, and the rowers inftrufled in their duty : by this 
means he hoped not only to appeafe the people until the ar- 
rival of Ztv;^, who was foon cxpefled with twenty fail, but 
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by that time to breed up foldiers and mariners fit to difpute 
vidlory with the enemy. 

During thefe tranfaiSions at Venice^ Charles^ fon of Lewis 
of Hungary^ fat down before Trevifo with an army of four- 
teen thoufand men : here commiiTioners were (ent by the re- 
public to treat of a {)eace9 it being reported that Charles had 
full powers from his father to negociace one upon any terras 
he thought fit ; Carrario prince of Padua^ and the Genoefe 
ambafladors came likewife to the camp. When the Venetian 
commiffioners had their audience, the terms propofed were 
fo hard, unreafonable, and fervilc, that they determined to 
hazard all rather than comply with them. Breaking ofF the 
conference abruptly, they returned home and acquainted the 
republic with the extravagant conditions propofed, which ex- 
cited a fpirit of refentment in every bread, from the doge 
down to the meaned plebeian : this, and the fcarcity of pro- 
vifions which began to prevail, made the people fo eager to 
engage, that the doge thought it dangerous longer to redrain 
their impetuofity A decree was now publifhed, entitling 
thirty of thofe who fhouid bed fupply the fleet with money 
and provifions, to the privileges of fenators, and the rank of 
nobility, which honour (hould defeend to their poderity : 
five thoufand crowns was farther decreed to be yearly didri- 
buted to thole who by fmaller fervices (hould didinguifh 
their liberality and afFedion for the republic. 

The Genoefe having notice of the great preparations in the 
city thought fit to raile the fiege, and retire to Chioggia^ from 
7hefege whence they could deprive it of all fuccour by fca or land, and 
y city ftarve the Venetians into fubmiffion. Intelligence being 
* received in Venice of their intention, VUlor Pifani propofed 
to moled them in their retreat : for this purpole he lay con- 
cealed in the night, with three hundred fmall boats, in a 

near the enemy, with intention to attack them next 
morning while they were bufied in dedroying Malamocy and 
breaking up their camp ; but his defign being difeovered, a 
great number of gallics bore down upon him, which pro- 
duced a (harp adion, to ihe^difadva^fitagc of Pifani^ who was 
quite expofed to the ene ny’s arrows : he retreated in the 
bed manner he was able, leaving the vidlory undifputed to 
the enemy 

All this time Carolo 'Leno was laying wade the Ge^ 
noefe dominions to the very gates of the city, •taking their 
(hips, and ruining their trade, without a thought of the dif- 
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trefi to which his country was reduced in his abfence. , On 
advice of the fiege he immediately crowded fail; but before his 
arrival Fenice was fo much diftrefled, that the doge refolved to 
run all hazards for its relief. Sailing with twenty gallies, he 
beat off the (hips polled for the defence of the harbour of 
Cbioggiay and then funk fome large (liips to prevent the ene- 
my from coming out to cut off the convoys. When the Vi- 
netian troops were landed an a£lion enfued with the enemy^ 
who advanced from Chioggia to give them battle ^ but the 
latter was fo ftrongly fupportedby frefli troops, that the Vine- - ^ 

iiam were forced to quit the field with precipitation and take 
to their (hips : the doge, undaunted with this defeat, fent 
Cornaro to block up the gaffages to Chioggia by BrondtUi^^^^^^^ 
which was effected without the lofs of a man, although the 
enemy endeavoured to prevent it : thus the Genoefe in Chiog- 
gia were as clofely befet as the Venetians lately had been. 

Several battles were fought in the haven, in moft of which 
the Venetians were viSorious 

Notwithstanding this advantage, the troops, pinched 
with cold and hunger, began to murmur, to appeafe which the 
authority of the doge and credit of Pifini were fcarce fuffi- 
cient, when Zeno unexpefledly ariived, to the great joy of the 
fleet. The fenate had no fooner deferied him from the (hore, 
tharf they fent him orders to join the prince at Chioggia 
without flackening fail. I'he public fatisfa£)ion was greatly 
encreafed when it was known he had funk about fixty, and 
taken near three hundred of the enemy’s (hips, fome of them 
richly laden 

Now the Genoefe were clofely invelled, and their folc en- 
deavour was to contrive the means of cfcape ; for tliis pur- 
pofe fcveral feints were made, and at length a fally, which noefe^^ 
terminated in a general engagement, where both fides fought feated. 
.with extreme bravery and condudl. At laft the Genefewert 
totally defeated and driven back within their walls, with the 
lofs of three thoufand men killed and taken, among which 
was Doria the admiral, and feveral of their beft officers 
Next day Pifani took, burnt, or fBnk ten gallics, which wcie 
placed for the defence of the pafs of Brondelli^ which the be- 
fieged had recovered a little before the late adlion. The 
enemy were now fo clofely inverted, that no hopes of efcap- 
ing or relief remained but from Genoa, 

They hacbmade fome overtures to Jurrender the town, 
which were rejedled by the doge, when they received intclli-r 
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gence of a powerful fleet’s being under fail for their relief : 
this gave the beficged freih courage, and feveral fallies were 
made with doubtful fuccefs. ('amine, however, pinched fo 
feverely that, quite fpent with fatigue, and worn out with 
hunger, they fent ambafladors to the doge to folicit that they 
might be allowed the common privileges of prifoners of war. 
Their requeft was granted, and articles figned ; upon which 
the Venetiam took poflelSon of Chtoggia^ after it had been in 
the hands of the Genoefe for above a year 

Thus Venice was delivered' from a liege in which it had 
fulFered all the miferies of want, civil difeord, and defeats for 
the fpace of nine months. It was remarkable that both 
cities were in a manner blocked up at the fame time. The 
Gemeje cut ofF all communication with the continent from 
Venice^ and reduced it to great ftraits, at the very time when 
themfelves were blocked up and brought to the utmoft ex- 
tremity in Chioggia, ^ 

The doge, willing to purfue his good fbrtune, fent a 
detachment to bcfiege Behia^ thereby to open a communica- 
tion for the merchants of the republic to trade into Lombardy. 
It was taken after a tedious fiege, and the garrifon made 
prifoners. 

In the mean time the IJlriam revolted, at the folicitation 
of the Fcrliam^ and put themfelves under the proteftion of the 
Genoefc. The capital having firft taken arms feixed on the 
palace, on the perfon of the governor, and on all the Vene^ 
tiam refiding in the city, whom they plundered and impri- 
foned. 7 ’he doge had juft returned to Venice^ after fettling 
the affairs .of Chioggia j when intelligence of this rebellion was 
received : the fame day rame the news of the IJlriam having 
delivered up the forts to be garrifoned by Genoefe arrived, which 
cncreafed the people’s unealincis. The enemy’s ftrength im- 
mediately fijggefted to the Venetians the difficulty of recover- 
ing fo valuable a province : however, the doge and fenatc 
were not difeouraged, but began to make all poffible prepa- 
rations for recovering their !ofs. In the mean time farther 
advice was received, that the Geri^cfe had reftored it to the 
patriarch of AquiUia^ afrer they were defeated in their attempt 
to reduce the ftrong fortrefs nt Piana^ and the little town 
iy\' Parenza : they were iikewife informed of the fucccCs of 
the enemy at Pola^ which city they had taken, plundered, 
and laid in afhes^ I'his intelligence quickened the prepa- 
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rations at Venice^ and made the army pafs fooncr into Ijlrta 
than at firft was intended. Upon the arrival of the Venetians 
at Pola the enemy retired to 2 ara^ whither Pifani did not 
think proper to purfue them at that time : he fent Del- 
fim and Maripietro^ with two gallies, to examine the con- 
dition of Cap-IJiria^ the firft city which had revolted. Un- 
der favour of the night they broke down a bridge, which the 
patriarch of Aquileia had built between the city and the con- 
tinent, by which means it was cut ofF from all fuccours. 

In the morning the two gallies were joined by a fquadron the Cao-Tf- 
admiral had fent to reinforce them, upon which the attack tria 
began upon the town : it was conduced with fo much refo- hy the 
lution that the garrifon fueeffor quarter, fubmitting thcmfelves Venefians 
at diferetion : four hundred prifoners were made, the houfes 
of the Forlians plundered and deftroyed, and the city com- 
mitted to the care of the original inhabitants, fupported by 
fome companies of Venetians 

The Gemefe were not idle in the mean time ; they failed 
to Scardona^ and, after a tedious fiege, forced the city Arbo 
to furrender. Chinatius tells us, that fo ftrong was the fide- 
lity oif the inhabitants to the Venetians^ that they fupported 
all the hardftiips of a cruel famine, living for a great while 
on the moft naufeous animals : their bravery was generoufly 
rewarded with liberty by the Genoefe^ upon their piomife not 
to moleft the garrifon. 

About this time the Paduans laid fiege to Trevifoj which Paduans 
was foon reduced to great extremities, all the paflages by 
which the garrifon could receive fuccour having been clofely P*’®'^**®* 
blocked up by Carrarm Two days were employed by the 
Venetians in attempting to force the enemy’s works, during 
which there pafled continual engagements : at laft the en- 
terprize was dropt, and the fleet returned with the lofs of a 
great number of men, although it was thought it did not 
equal the number of flain among the enemy. The fcarcity 
of provifions was now fo great within the town, that a mea- 
fure of wheat fold for five cro'^ns, and every other article 
of food at a proportionable price ; yet the garrifon was “re- 
folvcd to hold out to the laft, although they were deferred 
by numbers of the townfmen, whoefcaped to Venice^. The 
republic finding it impoflible to fuccour the befieged, and 
fearing that muft fliortly fall into the enemy’s hands, thought 
of delivering it up to the duke of Aujiria^ who might per- 
haps be induced by fo valuable an acquifition to make war in 
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favour of the Fnietians. Commiflioners for this purpofe were 
fent to treat with him^ which coming to the knowledge of 
the garrifon the foldiers began to mutiny : long arrears were 
due to them on account of the low ftate of iht Venetian ex- 
chequer I they demanded that either the governor, or one 
of the proveditors fhould go to Venice^ and reprefent their 
grievances to the doge and fenate, afluring him that they 
might be implicitly relied on during his abfettce. Dandoh 
was forced to comply, and the fenate found means to raife 
their pay, which was remitted by the governor, and the mu- 
tineers appeafed 

LEOPOLD of Aujlrta accepted the propofals made to him, 
and accordingly fent a detachment vo take poHeflion of Trevifo^ 
imagining the raduam and Carrario would raife the fiege whel^ 
they were informed it belonged to a neutral prince : but being 
difappointed in this expe<£lation, he marched into Italy with a 
body of ten thoufand foot and three thoufand horfe to its re- 
lief. Buccenairo^ Carrmi&'s brother, who commanded the 
fiege, hearing of his approach, fent ambailadors to treat with 
him. Thefe the dukje refufed to fee, contenting himfelf with- 
acquainting them by a iervant, that he would next day > talk 
to their mafter. This haughty mellage being reported to 
Sir^e raif- BitccenairOy he inffantly broke up his camp, and retired from 
eL Trevlfoy not being in a condition to (land an engagement. 

Thus was Trevifo delivered from a fiege, and the Venetians 
deprived of their heft city and province upon the continent®. 
Death of During this fiege Pifani died as he lay with the fleet at 
Pifani/ Mamfredonia. This great man was lamented as the protec- 
tor and father of the people : he was fo much beloved, that 
had not his moderation and prudence been equal to his other 
virtues, he might have been taken from prifon to be ieated 
upon a throne, with abfolute power in Venice. Pifani was no 
leis diligent in avoiding honours than otliers in acquiring 
them : he ferved his country, gained the love of the peo» 
pie, and the eileem of all men, from a principle of duty, 
and a natural fweetnefs of 4’fpofition. His bravery, his ge- 
nerofity, and his popularity, had inc^jrred thejcaloufy of the 
fenate ; but his modefty, his 7eal for the republic, and his 
patriot fpirit, (bon made converts of thole who were mod de- 
firous of his ruin. At his death he was equally beloved, 
efteemed, and regretted by the doge, the fenate, and the 
people. His body was carried to Venice^ and interred with 
great pomp at the public expence, attended by the doge in 
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perfon, all the nobility in mourning, and crowds of common 
people : an honour never before conferred upon a private ci- 
tizen. Hardly an eye in Fenicey fays SaheUicuSy but wept, or 
a breaft but heaved with fighs ; never were funeral obfequies 
performed with grief more fincere, more deferving, or more 
general, Pifant being at the fame time the child, the friend, 
and the patron of his country \ 

LODOVICO LORETANO^ as the next in rank in the „ • 
fleet, taking upon him the command, immediately fleered for ^ 
the coaft of Ltvornia. Hereby aflault he took and deflroyed 
the towns of Senia and BrefetOy carrying off fome rich booty. 

At the report of his approach, the Goretani fubmitted to the 
republic, and fent their bifllbp on board the admiral, to re- * 
quefl that their city might be faved from the ravages (of 
the foldiers ; with which Loretano complied. Upon his 2eno 
arrival at Pola^ he was acquainted, by letters from the fe- 
nate, that Carolo Zeno was appointed to the command ; which ^niraL 
infpired the fleet with the utmoft joy, Zeno^ next to Pifanu 
being the mofl popular, as well as the mofl deferving general 
of the republic. • • 

Thc finances of the republic w'ere now entirely exhaufted, 
feveral garrifons had mutinied, and fome revolted for want of 
their, pay. This induced the doge and fenate to think of a 
peace \ for this purpofe Aimdeusy duke of Savoyy was folicited 
to become mediator between the Carrarians and the repub^ 
lie. A negociation enfued ; but hoftilities were ftill carried on 
by both parties. Zenoy upon the coaft of Dalmatiay met a fleet 
of twelve Genoeje (hips, which he took, funk, and deflroyed. 

Soon after he fell in with a rich merchant-man near the Morea\ 
this he fent into Candia, Next day he got fight of the Ge- 
noefe grand fleet, to which he gave chace for the whole day : 
at night he loft the enemy, and put in next morning to An^^ 
conoy where he left ten gallies for the defence of the city r'' 

Vrith the reft he rcfolved to ravage the Genoefe dominions, 
where he narrowly efcaped falling into an ambufeade. Coaft- 
ing along the fliore two ggillies were fent to water, who dif- 
covering twenty-four Genoefe gallies lying upon their oars, 
iii a creek covered by a woody mountain, returned with im- 
mediate intelligence to Zeno, The admiral put his fleet in 
order of battle, expeding the enemy ; but as their intention 
was to attack him unprepared, they made the beft of their 
way towards Livomiay Zeno purfuing for two days, until he 
loft fight of them \ 

^ Sabel. BiOND. ibid. * Chinat, Hift, Sabel, 

1. 7. d. 2. 
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tap-n- In Z««4’s abfence another Genoifi fleet attacked Cap-IJlri<tt 
tnitoLn and in thefpaceof two days compelled the garrifon to fur- 
Ai rArGe- render at dilcretion, 

noefe. At laft, by the good offices of Amadeus a general peace 
was concluded fix years and four months after hoftilities had 
Peace con- commenced, and four years after the declaration of war : 
eluded. conditions were, that the prifoners ihould mutually be re- 

Cmditions. leafed ; that Carrario Ihould reftore all the cities, towns, and 
forts taken from the Venetians during the war ; that the dif- 
pute between the Paduans and*the republic about their boun- 
daries Ihould be left to the arbitration of Alberto D'Mfle ; 
that ihe Venetians fhould withdraw their gariifon from 7e«f- 
dos and put the ifland for two years into the hands of Ama- 
deus., to be fupported at the reciprocal expence of the two 
republics ; that at the expiration of that term the fort faould 
be razed, the ifland reftored to the empire, both paities for 
ever renouncing their claims ; that neither republic -Ihould 
trade to the river Tirna/r ; that the “Ihould pay to 

Lewis a fubfidy of one thoufand crowns for ten years, as an 
•equivalent for his fuppreffing pirates in Dalmatia, and pre- 
venting the manufadure of fait among the Sclavoniags and 
Dalmatians. Thefe conditions being figned by all parties, 
Amadeus and the Florentines taking ujwn them to be guaran- 
tees of the treaty, peace was proclaimed in the dominions of 
each ftate, and notified to all the other potentates of Eur^e. 
The prifoners on both fides were in a deplorable fituation, 
above two thirds having periflied from the filth and flench of 
the iails ; the remainder were fickly, half flaryed, and quite 
naked. The Venetian matrons made a colleiflion, to a con- 
fiderable amount, to cloath the Genoefe prifoners, and defray 
their cxpences home ; an aa of generofity which, we are 
told by the Venetian writers, was by no means imitated at Ge- 
noa There the prifoners were turned out, loaded with dif- 
eafe ’ familhed, and naked, fuffered to beg their way home, 
and,’ what was ftill more barbarous, reviled, buffeted, and 

abufed through the ftreetSj _ ^ . v i n , • * 1 , 

A. D. This year, according to Sai^nvino^ died L^ntarcm tne 

doge after be had governed the ftate for fifteen years and 
four ’months. SaLclluus, and the other hiftorians we confult, 
place his death the year after the coiiclulion of the peace j 
but Sanjevino’s account beft accords with the chronology of 
the doocs. Andrea Coniateni was a man of flrdng natural tar 
Jents, rough, and unpolilhid ; of a faturninc, fevere, and 
morofe temper ; which dirpolition, the misfoitunc of being in- 
i' MtisosiKi p. 3. .''Asri,. 1 7 . d. i. 


volvcd. 
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Volve<} in a tedious and dangerous v^ar encreafed : he wa<', 
however^ a good prince, who commanded the efteem with-^ 
out ever gaining or even afFe£ling the love of his fubjedis K 

‘ Sansov. delle V. p. Sabel. 1. '6, 7. d. 2 . 


SECT. IV. 

• 

Contninifig the Rebellion of Tenedos ; the Renewal of 
the fVar with Carrario and the Genoele ; T ranfac - . 
tions with the Duke df Milan 5 the Siege of Pa- 
. dua ; and other Particulars. 


MtCHELI MOROSINIyDoglUKl. 

^ONTARENI was fucceeded by Micheliy or Michael Mo^ Michcli 
^ rofini^ a prince well qualified for promoting the arts of Morofini. 
peace, filling the exhaufied exchequer, and reviving induftry LXL 
and commerce, which had long languiflied almoft to extinc- 
tion, Under the lad adminifiration ; but the republic was 
robbed by death of this valuable governor, after a foort fway 
of four months. We are told, that in this time feveral ex- 
cellent laws were framed, and regulations eftablifhed, under 
the aufpiccs of Morofini ; but hidory does not defeend to 
particulars ^ 


ANTONIO VENIERO, Doge LXII. 

ANTONIO FENIEROy much efteemed for his in- Antonio 
tegrity, lenity, and gentle difpolition, was the next perfon Veniero. 
promoted to fill the ducal chair. At this time he was go- ^ LXII. 
vernor of Candia^ from whence he was recalled, to the great 
grief of the inhabitants, who enjoyed under him the mod 
peaceable, flourifhing, an^ happ)i government they had ever 
experienced \ 

Ths preceding year, as foon as peace was proclaimed, 
the republic fent Pantaleon Barba to Tenedos^ with orders to 
Mutaiio the governor to furrender the forts to Bonifacio^ the 
commiffioner ^from Savoy. The Oe7ioefe agent was gone 
there to fee the performance of this article of the treaty, and 
to pay the Genoefi quota of arrears due to the g^rrifon. Mu- 
tatio having received the money from Barba and tSe Genoefi j 

* Sansov. ibid. ^ Sabel. ibid. Blond. 1 . 4. d. 5. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXVIL I for 
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for the payment of the troops, told Bonifacio and the other 
commiflioiiLTs, “ That the inhabitants were incenfed at that 
** article of the peace which ftipulated that their fort (hould 
‘‘ be razed at the expiration of two years, a circiimftance 
which would be the ruin of the iftand : that finding iheir 
intcreft neglected by the Venetians^ and themfclves facri- 
“ ficed to political principles, it was their determination to 
<< take care of what concerned them (b nearly, and to put it 
out of the power of Venice^^Genoa, or any other ftate, to 
transfer them at pleafure : that for this purpofe the inha- 
bifants had appointed him for the proteftor of their liber- 
ties, which he and they were determined to defend with. 
“ the laft drop of their blood. He, therefore, charged Boni^ 
facio and the commiffioners inftantly to depart the ifland, 
“ as they valued their lives, and not offer to difputc wWt was 
already refolvcd*^”. Bonifacio was thunderftrucic at this 
difeourfe ; but the Genoefe commiffioner attributed the whole 
to the contrivance of the Venetiansy who had taken this me- 
thod to equivocate and fruftrate the intention of the late 
treaty. The rcfolutions of the fenate foon convinced the 
Genoefe of the falfity of their agent’s fuggeftions, Zm'being 
fent to Tenedoc to ufe arguments, menaces, and even force, to 
compel the iflanders to the performance of an article which 
affedkd the honour and public faith of the republic. Zend% 
arguments vere ineffeflual, and his llrength too inconfider- 
abie : Fmtam Georgio was therefore dil’patched to Tenedos 
with a fle’t and army. On his arrival he immediately invefted 
and batteied the fort : frequent fallies were made from with- 
in, fcarcely a day paffing without feme bloody aflion. It was 
obferved, that both fides fought with more bitternefs and en- 
mity than common enemies ; the prifoners were inftantly 
hanged, or thrown inftead of fiones out of the balijia and 
other military engines In Ihort, the natural animofity be- 
tween the Greeks and ItalianSy as well as that rancour pecu- 
liar to civil wars, were here exerted in their full force. After, 
thefiege had continued without interruption forfeven months, 
famine prevailing within the fort, a flag of truce was waved 
from the garrifon, and the following articles agreed to, and 
figned : that neither Mutatio nor the inhabitants (hould be 
punKhed for the detention of the ifland ; that th^ (hould be 
fuftered to depart with their jewels, gold, and^eftefb ; that 
thofe who chofe it (hould have land afligned to them in Can-> 
dia of equal value with what they polTefled in Tenedos ; an^ 
* 

^ Saezl. 1.6. d< 2 . ** Blond. 1. 5 . d. g.'SABEi,. 

ibid. 
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laftly, that fucb as preferred refiding at Conftantinople or elfe- 
where, fhould receive the jufl; value of their lands and im*- 
moveable effeds. The Venetians had no fooner taken pofl’ef- 
fion than they razed the fort, and executed every article of 
the treaty ®. 

Thje firft aft of Veniero^s government was exerted againft 
his own fon, who had carried on an intrigue for fome time 
with a fenator's wife. The lovers at laft quarrelling, 

Vicoy (fo he was called) to revenge himf^If on his midrefs, 
procured a pair of horns to b^hung over the fenator’s door, 
a reproach not to bi forgiven in Venice. Inquiry being made, 

Lodovico was found guilty of affronting a fenator, and impri- 
i'oned by his father, where he died. Some blamed the inficxi- 
bUjty of the parent, while others commended the impartiality 
of ; in this they were unanimous, that the rigidity of 

the fcntcTK^ftrongly charafterized the judge. 

GALE^ VISCONTI and Francifeo Carrario came about 
this time to an open rupture. Vijeonti laid clofe fiege to 
Padua^ in which he was alliffed by the Venetians : the repub- 
lic, befidcs fitting out four hundred lighj boats, feized upon 
all tho forts, caftles, and towns belonging to upon Carrario. 

the lakes and great rivers. Vifeonti having forced Padua to 
Torrejider, took all the other cities and forts within the jurif- 
diftioii of the city, and then inveffed Trevifo^ which after a ^^ifeonti 
bloody fiege furrendered upon honourable condiiions. Of takes Tre- 
thefe conquefts Vifeonti claimed to himfelf Padua^ Feltrc^ and vilb. 
Belluna ; the Trevlfnn^ and city of Trevifo^ with all the forts, 
towns, and caftles, they had Icized upon the lakes, were af- a. D. 
figned to the Venetians ^ 138]. 

Soon after the clofe of this war a plague broke out in 
Venice^ and raged with fo much fury as to fweep off the in- 
habitants by hundreds in a day. The contagion was fup- Venice, 
pofed to arife from infefted jails, crowded with difeafed pri- 
ibners, or from the atmofphere’s being impregnated with pu- 
trid exhalations from the lagunes and trenches made Tor the 
defence of the city j or laltly, from the unwbolfome food 
which coenpofed the diet®of the poorer people in the late 
fcarcity of provifions : whatever were the caufes, the effefts 
were dreadful ; neither lazarettos, mafles, or phyfician.‘s, 
could impede the fury of the difeafe : the cold feafon and 
goodnefs of Providence, however, brought that relief which 
art of man c%uid not afford K 

® Blond, de g. V. idem in Hift. I. 5. 3. Sabell^I, 8 . d. 2. 

5 Sabel. 1. 3. d. 2 . 6 Sansov. del. v. di princip. Eom- 

TEN. Comment. 1. 4 . 
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r386. 


A. D. 
1387. 


Peacfivitb 

Vifeonti. 


Att this time the war with Carrario was purfued with 
the fame vigour as before, until at lad his forces were to.* 
tally broken and difeomfited. Vifemti was fo puffed up Iwith 
pride, and his natural ihfolence fo elated, that nothing led 
than the dominion of Italy would fatisfy his ambition. It is 
tiuehedid not venture to acknowledge defigns fo vaft an^ 
dangerous, although his condu£l; aflbrded ftrong prefump- 
tions of Atch an intention. Quitting PaAta^ he marched' 
with great diligence to Manhw^ and, without any provoca* 
tion, laid dote fiege to the city. This produced a league 
between the FhrtMuus, Bchgnefi^ Frandfeo Genzaga^ and 
NeveUa, fon to Carrario, in order to flop the rapid progrefs 
of this proud conqueror. The Venetians likewife broke off 
from his alliance, and, though not included in the^ league^ 
were the Aril to foccour Mantua, The republic cou'u not 
behold a confederate city thus wantonly oppreflied wrUhout op> 
pofing her influence. Intreaties were foft ufed*; bul thefe 
producing no alteration laFifanti’i coniu&,‘ Venetiant 
had recourfe to force ; a great number of boats were got 
ready, to which w^re joined twenty gallies, filled with ar- 
chers, flingers, and light armed troops, with which they 
attacked Vifeonti^ and after a {harp encounter compelled him 
to raife the fiege. Soon after the duke was met by Maltejla, 
general of the confederate army, who engaged and defeated 
his army, obliging Mm to quit mt' Mantuan territories. Vif- 
eonti fent ambaiTadors to Vnuu with propofals for an accom- 
modation, which were readily accepted They had taken 
arms to preferve the juft baliance of power in Italy ; the 
duke’s defigns being defeated, they laid them down rc^ily, 
and concluded peace for ten years. 

During this happy period of repofc, the doge applied 
himfelf diligently to the civil ailatrs of the ftate : granaries 
were formed to provide againft a dearth j magazines for arms 
and all forts of warlike neceffaries were ereifted ; new docks 


for the (liipping contrived} hofpitals for the poor, and thefe 
who had fuftered in the (ervice of the republic, founded j 
workmen in all arts and profcfSbns encouraged; induftiy 
and commerce cherifhed ; and laws tending to the regulation 
and order of fociety framed and rigidly executed. Afterwards, 
Antonio Veniero died, much lamented by a people whom he 
bad governed for eighteen years, with inflexible juftke, in- 
corruptible Integrity, unwearied application and*vigiiMo^ and 


faftly^ 


*'SABBt. 1. 8. d. 2 . 
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laftly, with a lenity, fweetnefi, and moderation, that fairitied 
•the iirft judgment formed of his chara£ler(A). 

MICHELI STENO, Doge LXIII. 

MICHELI STENO was fubftituted in the room of the Steno, 
deceafed doge : he bad been procurator of St. Marias for LXin. 
fome years, which trull he difeharged with fuch fidelity, 
that the fenate and council were induced to raile him to the 
liighell office of the republic^ At the time of his elcdlion 
Stefio was confined to his bed with an illnefs, which kept the 
ducal chair vacant for near two months, at the expiration 
of which he came to the palace and took the ufual oaths. 
Unprecedented honours were bellowed upon him, though A. Ol 
not informed for what particular reafon: probable 1400. 
it the flourilhing ftaie of commerce and raanu- 

fadur^s Q^an to produce the ufual effedls, luxury, which 
is ever the &jifequence of profpexity and affluence. Smf(/uino 
relates, that Stems lady was conduced to the palace, at- 
tended by the fenate and chief magiflrates, with all poffible 
pomp and magnificence K • 

TftE two firft years of Stene's government palTed in peace, 
quiecnefs, and tranquility at home and abroad, when fuddcnly 
a now caufe of rupture with the Gemefe arofe. Intelligence 
was received that great preparations for war were carrying 
on at Genoa^ and thefe the republic doubted not were deflined 
againft Venice^ although the pretext was a quarrel with the 
^prians : Carelo Zeno was therefore fent with a fquadron of 
eleven galUes narrowly to watch the motions of the Genoefe 
fleet, and prevent their furpriling any place belonging to the 
republic. The fleets were feveral days in company, each ad> 
miral diflembling his intention : the Genoefe were commanded 
by Boucicaultj a Frenchman^ (for at that time they were under 
the prote£l:ion oi France) all the (hips were well manned, each 
galley having, befides her complement, forty French men at 
arips. At lall the two admirals came to blows near Modon^ 

Zeno apprehending that tl)e Gemofe were only watching their 
opportunity to give him the flip, and attack fome part of 


^ Favol. 


(A) Sanfiv^jio mentions the 
of Corfu in the lall 
year of Veniero^ of which we 
find not a fyllable in any other 
hlAorian. He likewife (peaks 
of another plague ivhich ap- 


peared in the fummer 1 38S, and 
raged with a violence little in- 
ferior to the former ; neither is 
this aflerdon confirioed by other 
a tthonties. 
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the Venetian territories. An obftinate battle ,was continued for 
whole day, and Zeno in danger of being opprefTed by 
numbers, when he was feafonably reinforced by two gallics : 
~D " engagement was renewed with frefli vigour until 

j* ' night inteipofed, and gave the combatants refpite : as foon 
^ ^ * as dawn appeared, both admirals returned to the charge with 
redoubled animofity. Heaps of (lain were thrown over-board 
on both fides, and the battle feemed equal, until Zeno^ crowd- 
ing fail, and taking a fweep, run full upon the oppofite 
fliip, and funk her with the impeiuofity and rapidity of 
his courfe. Several of his officers followed his example with 
equal fuccefs, which immediately turned the fcale of fortune, 
and gained a complete vi£lory. c The Genoefe loft near three 
thoufand men, four (hips were funk, and three taken. Cer- 
tain Venetian captains were broke, upon Zen6*s report ihcir 
conduit, which he attributed either to treachery cowar- 
dice ; others were rewarded for their remarkable bravery 
In the mean time the republic found herfelf in danger of 
a war on the continent with Novella Carrario of Padua, Un- 
mindful of his obligations to the Venetians^ and that he owed 
his prefent greatnefs'to their good offices, he was conftantly 
contriving and intriguing to the prejudice of the republic. 
The doge and fenate were not ignorant bow he ftood aftbiled 
to them, and their fufpicions were confirmed by the report of 
fcveral Genoefe prifoners of diftinflion, who Ibrupled not to 
declare, that the preparations exGcnoa were made in con- 
fequence of his advice and inftigaticn. However, they ftill 
would have preferved appearances with Novella^ if they had 
not been induced to enter upon a war with him upon other 
motives thin his diflike to the republic. 

War CARRARIO had laid fiege to Vicenza, the inhabitants of 

Carrjrio. which, detefting the dominion of his family, rcfolvcd to fuffer 
the greateft extremities rather than fubmit. Finding them- 
felvcs hard prefTed, theyfent tofolicit affiftance from Katharine 
dowager of Milan,, and widow of Galeai Vifeonti their natural 
fuperior ; bur the duchefswas involved in other affairs, which 
deprived her of the power* of relieving them ; Ihe, there- 
fore, with the advice of her council, thought it moreadvife- 
ablc to put Verona^ Vicenza,^ Belluna^ Bafany Cckgmay Fel- 
trey and their dependencies, into the hands of the Venetian 
republic, than to have them expofed to the ambition of C< 7 r- 
rano. With this propofal, and the keys of VicenzOy com- 
miffioners were fent by the befieged to the doge and fenate ; 
they were entertained with all poffible refpedi, and difmilled 

^ Sabell. Bi ond. ibid. S^msov. Favol. Boniten, 1. 4. 

with 
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with, prefents and alTurances of fpeedy proteflion. An am- 
baflador was accordingly fent to prevail on Carrario to re- 
linquilh the fiege, or to denounce war ; but inftcad of re- 
garding their 'intreaties or menaces, he ordered the nofe and 
ears of the ambaflador to be cut ofF, charging him to tell his 
mailers that he was not to have laws preferibed to him by 
citizens and merchants. The republic, incenfed at the in- 
folence of the tyrant, and this violation of the laws of na- 
tions, levied forces with all expedition, appointed Carolo Ma^ 
lattjla of Arimini their genera^, and entered into an alliance 
with Francifeo Gonxaga, In the mean while the doge re- 
ceived the homage oi Belluna^ BaJJhny and FeltreK As loon 
as the levies were complete Malatejia took the field, fought 
feveral battles with various* fuccefe, and at the end of the 
tlTwaigign returned to Venice to refign his commiflion : we 
are iiScvmld upon what occafion. Paolo Sahello^ a native of 
Rome^ vvSfi appointed to fuccecd, whofc valour and expe- 
rience wer^lg univerfally acknowledged, that no Venetian en- 
vied his promption, or difputed his fuperior merit. Sahelio 
entered upon action early in the feafon, and gave proofs of 
what confequence to the bell difeiplined army the vigilance, 
prudence, and bravery of a general may prove. Blondm and 5^2- 
beilicus relate prodigies of him ; every motion (hewing thcclofe, 
thctirtful, and the penetrating politician and commander, equal- 
ly irrcliftible by ftratagem and intrepidity. Under his tondutEl 
feverai important places were taken in fight of a fuperior ar- 
my ; the enemy were as often defeated as they engaged, and 
the whole country of PaduOj and territories of Carrario^ laid 
under contribution 5 yet his infolcnce and cruelty remained 
invincible 

He was now joined hy Albert D* Mfe^ vvon by the large 
promifes of Carrario to declare war againft the republic. A 
new army, under the command of Gonzaga^ was fent againfl: 
him, which foon compelled Albert to fue lor peace, and give 
hollages that he would not join the enemy during this war ; 
likewife that he would deftroy the falt-works at Commachk^ 
which, it would feem, iqferfcrcdiwith that branch of the Ve^ 
neiian commerce. 

To return to the affairs of Padua : Sabello^s camp was un- 
cxpedledly attacked in the night by TertiuSy the fecond fon of 
Francifeo Carrario^ at the head of a ftrong body of chofen 
troops. The oiifet was fo fudden and vigorous^ that the 

> Sabel. 1. 8 . d. 2 . Blond. 1. 4. d.. 3 . Boniten. 1. 3 . Mon- 
tano apudSAEEL. Sabel, et BLOND.ttbid. Boni- 

ten. 1. 3. Etiam Aut. cit. 
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whole camp was in the utmoft conflernati(Mi and conAifiotf. 
the foldiers running up and down terrified and half alteep: 
alone was calm and undaunted : with anunparallelled p'refettce 
of mind he difpofed the troops into their proper ran|cS) ha- 
rangued, and led them to the charge. Tertiusy unable tq 
refiii his impetuofity, and finding that his attempt of taking 
SabtUe unprepared was frufirated, retreated with great precipita- 
tion, and confiderable lois. SabtUo then marched againft the 
enemy with a reiblution to bring them to a general adion, 
which he eiFeded by the force, of ftratagem and fuperior cat 
pacity : he fo hemmed Carrarie up that he was under the ne- 
ceflity of fighting, or furtendering at diferetion. The firft 
was his choice ; he was defeated with prodigious fiaughter, 
and very narrowly efcaped being made prifoncr. Sundry othet 
advantages Sabello gained over the enemy, when, in thjffhil 
career oT glory,, he was feized with a fever, of which ne died 
fuddenly. ,<• i 

The army was now given in charge to GtUeas Grumelk 
of Mantua, who negledled nothing that became a good offi- 
cer. I'he Feronefe, of which Carrario had made himfelf maf- 
ter in the firfi campaign, was defolatcd with all the hpitors 
of war. The city of Verona, where 'facomo Carrario com- 
manded, was invefied and carried after a biilk ftegc : a day 
before the furr'JiJer of the city facemo made his efcape, but 
was overtaken on the banks of the Po. 

GRUMELLO next invefied Padua, and encamping his 
army on the Terra Nigra, he kept the Paduans under conti- 
nual alarms. Carrario in the mefin time exerted himfelf with 
great diligence and capacity, omitting nothing that could 
tend to the defence of the city, or annoyance of the befiegers. 
Day and night he was continually in adtion, repairing breach- 
es, relieving guards, and fallying out upon the befiegen : ha 
had likewife found means to corrupt feveial officers in the Ve- 
netian camp, and by their means received intelligence of every 
thing tranfadled or intended ; but a ftop was foon put to this 
treachery, Majolerio having been deteAed tying a letter tq 
the head of an arrow. Somdothersdivere anefteaon fiifpickm 
of holding a correfpondence, and fent to Venice to be tried, 
where they were condemned to the moft excruciating tor- 
tures. Carrario being cut o£F froni all communication with 
the camp, by the death of his correfpondents, fell upon ano- 
ther ftrat^em to penetrate into the defigns and* fituadon of 
the Venetians : he fent for a (afe-conduA to the camp* as if 
he intended to make propofals. It appeared on his arrival in 
|hc c^mp, ffqm the extrava^t propofitiotis b$ made, that 
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pciice was not his view : however, the following conditions a. D. 
were offered him by the Venetian general % that fadua^owU ijp/ 
be furrendfred, and Carrario permitted to carry off his money, 
jewels, plate, furniture, and rich moveables ; that he Ihould 
lemovc to the diftance of an hundred miles from the Paduan 
diftridis with his whole family, renouncing for ever all claim 
to the city and its dependencies ; and that in confiderarion the 
republic would prefent him with the fum of fixty thoufand 
crowns. Thefe terms Carrario receded with difdain, and re- 
turned under an efprt to the city. Now the fiege was puflied 
with extraordinary vigour, and the city battered in feveral 
places : the firft wall (for Padua was fecured by three walls) 
was taken by fcaladc, and feveral breaches made in the fe- 
cond. Upon this Carrario entreated the Venetians to receive 
*?j!tir/elf and family into their proteflion ; but he was referred 
to the fqiate, and told that poflibly his tears and penitence 
might pro^iurc more favour than he could expeft. He then 
defired a ps^port to Venice^ but was anfwered that the repub- 
lic would fend commiffioners to treat with him at Mejtra^* 

The parties having met, the conditions were debated for two 
days ^ at laft they parted without coming to any conclulion, 
and Carrario returned to the city, where he was received with 
great coldnefs by the inhabitants, who were tired of his ty- 
ranny, and attributed to his pride the breach of the confe- 
rences, from which they at Icaft expedled to be delivered from 
the miferies of a fiege, Carrario perceiving that no hopes of 
fccurity remained, fent to the Venetian general, requefting pro- 
tefliqn for himfelf and family. Infolencc in profperity is ever 
the fi^re mark of meannefs in adverfitv. Carrario now cringed, 
fupplicated with tears, and implored the protedion of thofe 
very perfons he had fo haughtily treated in the beginning of 
$he war. Himfelf and family were brought to yenice^ and 
treated with a lenity and refpeA his conduct but little me- 
rited.' Padua was furrendered upon no other conditions than p , - 

yhat it ihould be exempted from the ravages of the foldiers®. ^ 

Thus ended that bloody war in which the republic had been * 
engaged on the continenti; and the fway of atyrant, ambitious 
pf power only to abufe it % infolence. 

The republic now began to tafte the fweets of peace. Peace re* 
which was foon poifoned by the intriguing refUefs fpirit oifiored^ 
Qarrario^ who thereby accelerated his own ruin, and occa- 
^hed the cKtindion of his fiimily. He had projeded the 
oipans of his efcape by fetting fire to the city in feveial places : 

A Bonitsn. B^ond. ft SABft., ud fa|>ra« ** Aut. cit. et 
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a number of villains were employed for this purpofe, and in* 
duced to the undertaking by that very money which the pub- 
lic allowed him for the fupport of his dignity. The plot be- 
ing difeovered, Carrario and his family were removed into 
different prifons, all his adherents banifhed the city, and a 
ftri£l guard maintained ; but this proving infufficient againfl: 
his ingratitude and treachery, he and his children were by or- 
der of the doge and fenate ftrangled, and the fecurity of the 
republic eftabliflicd p.* 

The expences of this war .with exceeded two 

millions of money ; but the republic received a valuable con- 
fideration by the acquifition of Padua ^ Verona^ Belluna^ Vi* 
cenzaj Colognia^ and Feltrcy with their appendages Hence 
the Venetiam became more powerVul on the continent, and 
their armies refpeSable as well as their fleets. 

At the clofe of the war a magnificent ambafiy c^»f^fe to 
Veyiice from Verona^ confilling of fqrty perfons o£/the firft 
diftinflion in the city. The fenate ordered a fine,*<ieatre to be 
crccElcd, richly adorned, for their public reception; here the doge, 
attended by his whole family in their richeft apparel, by the 
fenate and magiftratec in their robes, gave them audience. 
The ambafiadors walking in procelfion to the throne, la 19 the 
keys of the city at the feet of the doge, requefting his accept- 
ance, and praying that the event might be profperous toJiis 
highnefs, to the republic, and to the city of Verona. They in- 
treated the protcilion of the republic, and that his highnefs 
would, with his accuftomed goodnefs, preferve to them their 
liberty, their religion, and property, againfl: the attacks of all 
tyrants, affiiring him of their perpetual duty, affc£lion, and 
fidelity. To this ihc doge replied, ** That it was his and 
the fenate’s greaicft happinefs to be able to protedl the 
weak, comfort the afllifted, and reward the deferving ; 
that while the city of Verona preferved her prefent fenti- 
ments ihc might confidently rely on the friendfhip of the 
republic, and enjoy all the bleffings which liberty and a 
free conffitution can afford to thofe who have juft efcaped 
from tyranny and bondagei’' Thgn recommending juflice, 
equity, and moderation, the ambailadors were difinifled. 

The Paduans came foon after in the fame manner, were 
treated with equal kindnefs, and difmill'ed with fimilar allu- 
rances. Thus did the republic enjoy a profound tranquility 
for the term of three years, during which her ^duous ap- 
plication to commerce, the marine, and army, prodigioufly 
augmented her ftrength and confequcnce. 

P Sabel^ b 8. d. a. Montan. apud Blond. etSABiL, 
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The firft breach of the public quiet was occafioned by a Vc- 
tumult at Sabenica^ the nobility acknowledging the authority netians 
of the republic, the people that of the Hungarian monarch ; purchaft 
the latter having taken arms drove the nobles out of the city, Zara* 
feized upon all the public offices, and aflumed thofc preroga- 
tives, which by the conftitution belonged only to the nobility. 

The patricians thus excluded, fought the protedHon of the 
Venetians^ on whofe account they fuffered. Four gallics and 
a body of land forces wcie ordered by the fenate to pafs into 
Dabnatia^ and lay fiege to Snhenicay which was accordingly 
done, but with little fuccefs ; for the inhabitants defended 
thcmfclves fo bravely, that the befiegers were repulfed, and 
forced to reiinquifh the r^iterprizc. A more formidable ar- 
mament was next fent, but the nbflinacy of the plebeians 
ft^/lcrcd it necefiary to have recoutfe to Ladijlaus^ to whom 
commi-Soners were difpatchcd. After various debates the 
whol^ am i^r w'as referred to the decifion of the pope, the par- 
ties not able to come V3 any conclufion : we are no 
where informed of the determination of his holinefs *■, 

1'his little difluibancc was loon followed by one of more 
confl(|uence and hazard ; the Forlianf^ like the SabenicanSf 
were divided among thcmfclves ; the nobles were defirous 
that the citv fliould be under the protedtion and laws of 
nief^ while the commons preferred the jurifdidlion of Ladijlaus^ 
or the bifliop of Aqudna. How the emperor Sigifmund came 
to concern himfclf in this quart el, \vc know not ; all we arc 
told is, that Pipusy a Florentine y had the emperor’s inftruc- lyar nnitk 
tions to lead an army into hedy. Upon his arrival, Frede- Sigif- 
ric-i Savagnani and his faction retired to Ferdccy and JJdina njund, 
was put into the hands of Pipuu P>om thence he marched 
with ten thoufand horfe into the Trevifany and took from the 
republic the cities Feltrsy Bellunoy Sarravaly and La Mothe. 
Afterv/ards indeed he abandoned his conqiiefis, ’tis fuppofed, 
by the force of Venetian gold, and retired into Hungary^ 
where he fuflered the juft puniftiment of his corruption 

Ail the particulars of this important war, in which the 
republic would feem to be fo deeply concerned, are iinper- 
fedliy related ; it is even difficult to know what ftiaie the Ve^ 
netiayi armies took in the quarrel. Sabellicus fays, that after 
a variety of battles boiwem Sigifmund and the republic, with P^acewiti 
various fuccefs, peace was at lalt concluded, and the emperor 
withdrew hit army to Bohemia As to the conditions of 
the peace, which might have reflefted fomc light on the ori- 
gin of the war, there is a profound filencc. . ^ 

, *■ Bon ITEM. Com. 1. 4. Sabel. 1. 8.'d. 2. s Ibid. Blond* 
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Soon after peace was proclaimed Sieno died, having con- 
duced the republic with applaufe through* two dangerous 
wars, and dourifliing intervals of public tranquility 

TOMASO MOC ENIGOy DogeLXIV. 

A. D. TOMASO MOCENIGOy at the time of his eleCion 
1413. on an ^LvnhzSy SLt Cremona^ was recalled to take upon him 
afo the fupreme magiftracy. The beginning of his adminifira- 
Mocenigo was fertile in the bleffings of peace : he gave ftriC 
/LXIV. attention to commercial affairs, on which he was fenfible 
depended the ftrength and profperity of the republic. A 
board of trade was appointed, confiding of the principal 
merchants, prefided by a fenator. Originally this bufinefs 
was in the hands of one man ; afterwards two more, with z. 
fubordinate authority, were added ; and now trade, a^fubjeC; 
of vad extent and importance, fubmitted to thejilireCioti 
of a number properly qualified by nature and psvpericncc to 
regulate, improve, and promote this chief objeC of Venetian 
policy (A). 

A difpute between the republic and bifhop of Aquileia 
furnifhed the Venetians with a pretext for recovering the towns 
lod in the late war : they accordingly laid fiege to Feltre^ 
Belluna^ and other places, which they took after a fhort.rc- 
fidance. Filippo Arcia^ one of the bed officers of the age, 
commanded the Venetian army : having garrifoned the above 
cities, he attacked and ruined and by his influence 

prevailed on • the whole province of Friuli to acknowledge 
the dominion of the republic. Early in the fpring the bifhop 
returned with a numerous army of Hungarians \ he took the 
cadle of Cluftno^ and fome other places ; but Areia marching 
with expedition againd him, the Hungarians returned to 
their own country, leaving the prelate to fight his own 
battles 

During thefe tranfa£tions abroad, a terrible fire broke 
out in the palace, which almod intirely coiifumed it, and 
communicating with St. ch^cb, quite demolifhed x\^e 

roof of that magnificent fabric. The great diligence of the 
pcqple prevented the fire from fpreading y and the palace and 

” Sansov. del. V. p. Sabel. ibid. Sabel. ibid. 
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church were repaired by a decree of the fenate, the doge hav- 
ing liberally contributed towards the expence : however, be- 
fore the palace was habitable, he died, after a reign of ten 
years, in which the republic enjoyed a current of profperity, 
uninterrupted by any adverfe accident, except the lire wc have 
mentioned Mocenigo^^ death was preceded by that of the il^^ 
luftrious Carolo Xeno^ one of the beft Tea-officers Venice ever 
produced, and whofe other excellent qualities kept pace with 
bis valour and military abilities. 

FRANCISCO FOSCARI, DogfilXV. 

FRANCISCO FOSCARI was elected to fucceed Mocenlgo^ 
by the univcrfal voice of thb fenate and ^ople. In the hrft « 
of his reign SalomcOy a city of Albania^ voluntarily fub- 
mitted to the Venetians^ the inhabitants requeuing ti.ar a ma- * * 

giftrate '^ight be fent to govern them with the fame polity 
eftablfKhedS^t ; accordingly. Marine Bondomario was 
difpatched in quality of governor, and with the title of count. 

In the fecond year of FoJcari\ adminiftration the war with War with 
Philip Vifeonti duke of -M/a/i, and fon oUGaleas Vifeontiy com- Vifeonti 
menc?ed. As this war proved tedious, bloody, and important Milan, 
in its confequenccs, it may not be improper to trace it to its 
original fource : Philip was a minor at his father’s death, and, 
like moft other children in their pupilage, robbed, plundered, and 
oppreflTed by thofe very guardians who were bound in honour, 
confcience, and by the laws of nature, to protedf his infancy : 
his dominions were made a prey to the neighbouring petty 
princes and ftates, and in the courfe of a few years pad'ed into 
the hands of a variety of maders. Philip was no I'ooner of 
age to take upon him the government of the little dominion 
left, than he attempted to recover thofe cities and pro- 
vinces of which he was plundered in his minority. By his 
own valour, and the great abilities of Francifeo Carmagnola^ 
he not OTly won back what lawfully belonged to him, but. 
greatly extended his territories beyond w'hat the family ever 
pollefled. In the career^ of viflory he inverted Genoa, re- 
duced it to great extremities, and compelled the Genoefe ta 
purchafe peace with a prodigious fum of money, for the pay- 
ment of which the Florentines were bound fureties, the ftrong 
city Leghorn, at the mouth of the river Arno, being pledged 
to them for^their fecurity and indemnification. The Floren- 
tines interfering in this affair produced a coldnefs betvt^eeii 
Philip and that republic, which he foon improved into an 
open rupture. Under the pretext of affifting pope Martin 
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he attacked and defeated the Florentine army near Zagonere: 
this was the glofs Philip gave this tranfaftion at foreign couf is, 
in order to conceal his ambition. Other battles were fought 
afterwards, until the Florentines^ finding thcmfelves unequal 
to Philip's power, had recourfe for afliftance to the Venetians 
The republic had refrained from taking part in the quarrel, 
as long as there was hope that the Florentines could ftand 
their ground, and with their own ftrength check the progrefs 
of this conqueror ; but finding the balance grcaily pcpondc- 
rate in favour of the were induced to thiovv 

themfeivcs in the oppofite fcale, from that confiant maxim of 
their government, to pay a ftrifl: attention to the juH: politi- 
cal poife. Firft they endeavoured, by repeated ambadirs, to re - 
concile Philip to the FlorerUines^ all of which, like a true p^^- 
litician, he received gracioufly, and difmiifcd with liroiigpro- 
mifes and afiurances of what he never intended to^pcjlorni. 
The republic was no lefs artful than Philip \ uneV^r pscicncc 
of placing an intire confidence in whai he laid, they w'cre 
making all the neceflary preparations to oblige him to make 
good his affurances. At lalf, when every thing was in rea- 
dinels for declaring war, Paolo Cornaro was fent to den.^rnd x 
categorical anfwer. Cornaro addrefi'ed the prince in fubdance 
to the following efFefl: : “That of all the princes on ea/th 
** his highnefs had the greateft realbn to acknowledge the 
goodnefs of Providence by a juft and equitable conducU 
fince, under the protedlion of the Almight;, he h.ul not 
** only recovered, but greatly extended his lawful dofniiii- 
ons : that he was quietly in poftellion of a fins cnuiurv, 
exceeded by no other in the fertility of foil, liie beauty of 
its cities, the temperature of its climate, and the ingenuity 
of its inhabitants. His youth, hib aflivity, his valour, 
“ and prudence, he acknowledged, deferved, and wcu* abk* 
to procure greater territories, but this could not be eficckd 
“ confiftently with that firft principle of chiiftianlty, ‘ do 
as you would be done by/ It was with the utmoll grief, he 
faid, that his mafters foui>d thcmfelves under the nccelliiy 
of remonftrating to him on this Vicad, and of afibring him 
that juftice to their neighbours, to their allies, to tliem- 
“ fclves, and to the precepts of their religion, obliged them 
“ to leave no means untried to prevent the oppreffion of the 
weak, and ftem the ambition and avarice of the more 
“ powerful : that if he did not immediately recal his army 
“ from Tufeany^ if he did not ceafe to moleft the Flouniines 

i 
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“ in particular, and could not confine himfelf within the 
‘‘ large circle of the fine dominions it had pleafed God to 
beltow on him, they would, without farther notice, break 
“ ofF their alliance, join themfelves to the Florentmes^ and 
‘‘ with all the force of their republic, by fea and land, 
** wage inceflant war, until his ambition was humbled, and 
Ills power reduced within proper limits Philip was 
flung with the fpirited remonftrance of Cornaro ; but, always 
fubjedling his paflions to his interefl, he replied, that out of 
refpedl to the Venetian republic fie would fubmit the difpute 
with Florence to the arbitration of Nicholas whofe 

integrity could not be called in queftioii. Satisfied with this 
anfwer Cornaro returned to Feniccy and was foon followed by 
ambaffadors from Vifeonti, Philip had heard that the 
Florentines were preparing an ambafly to the republic ; he 
therefore difpatched Giovanni Aretini and Bertrand Lainpug^ 
7iiani\o fru.^ratc the cfre<Ss, and prevent violent refolutions. 
The firfc audience was civen to the Tnfcan miniftcrs, who 
pathetically reprefenttd all the mifcrics of a free ftate, in 
danger of being overwhelmed by the nitrcilcfs and inexorable 
ambition of a tyrant i the duty incumbent on free conftitu* ** 
tions to oppofe, with all their might, the encroachments of 
' ambitious princes and monarchs; an attack Fhcnccy 
they faid, was an attack upon liberty, and the prelude to an 
attempt on the freedom of Venice. Some little difference there 
was in the natural difpofitions of tyrants, fonvc were lefs, fome 
more cruel ; but the invariable and fixt objed of their policy 
in general, was the deftruclion of liberty, and cfiabliflimenc 
of bondage. They cnumeiated inftances of Philif 's cun- 
ning, fpecioufncfs, vigilance, activity, intrepidity, and pow- 
er ; and from each drew arguments for the neediity of curb- 
ing his ambition. They concluded with a warm and pathetic 
exhortation, which excited violent emotions in the breaft of 
every fenator. On the one fide the power and ambition of 
Philip was formidable to liberty ; on the other, the cxpcnce 
of the war was great, aadjhc aVu9 hazardous ; here- the voice 
of liberty and compaflion called, there fear and the dread of 
jQiamc reftrained. To difengage themfelvcs from this per- 
plexity, before any reply was made to the FlcrenihicSy the 
duke’s ambaffadors w’ere called in, when Arcthiiy the moft 
artful and eloquent fpeaker of his country, addicflcd the dc^ge 
and fenate in a fpeech fuitable to his charaftcr. He began 
with engaging the affeflions of his audience, foothing their 
palfionS) and explaining the nature of his inftrufllojis : he 

* Sabel. ibid. 
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procee<ied to fome fevere ftri£hires upon the Floreniints^ to re« 
fute their aflertions, and vindicate the meafures and cbarac« 
ter of his mailer. They inllance, fays he, Philip of Mace^ 
don^ Mithridates^ and Antiochus^ as implacable foes to the 
liberties of Greece and Rome ; but why do they omit Por^ 
fenna^ who at otle blow had almoll cruflied in its in- . 
fancy the greateft republic on earth ? for this reafon only^ 
that they would not recal to your memory that Tufcanyh^i 
ever produced a tyrant. But if the Florentines are fond of 
their erudition, why did they not likewife mention Hieron^ 
MaJfmiJJa^ the Ptolemies and Attains^ the moll Haunch and 
faithful allies Rome ever had ? King Lewis^ they fay, was 
«« a capital enemy to your republic, fo was Carrario ; but 
then the Vifconti^Sj for above an hundred years, loved, 
chcrilhed, and eftcemcd the Venetians % a perpetual inter- 
courfe of friendly offices, treaties, and alliances,* fubfifled 
** between them, and will continue to fiibfift a^:er the llan- 
derous, the artful, and the falfe Florentines are annihilated 
and forgot In fliort, after running over every topic 
which found policy cpuld fugged, or the mod perfuaiivc elo-^ 

a uence adorn, he concluded with referring the whole difpute to 
le arbitration of the fenate and Nicholas D^/Ejle, 

When the ambafladors retired, great debates arofe in the 
fenate : fome remained firm in their tirft opinion, others 
were dfawn over by the fpedous oratory of Arethiu It was 
at lad propofed that Carmagnola^ who had deferted the fer- 
vice of Philips fliould be called in j from him it was pre- 
fumed a jud judgment of the true temper, policy, and cha- 
ra£ler of this prince might be collcdled. Framifeo Carmag- 
mla quitted the fervice of Philip upon fome difgud, the par- 
ticulars of which are not mentioned ; he now offered him- 
felf to the Venetians^ to humble that very mailer he had been 
the indrument of exalting. Every one carelled, and was de- 
lirous of engaging the edeem of a man famous for his mili- 
tary exploits, and capacity in the cabinet : fome perfons, 
however, dreaded placing at the head of their armies an of- 
iicer whofe late conduct gave rooni to didrud his condancy, 
his honour, and his fidelity : they were anfwercd, that under 
the condu^ of a general fo experienced, fo pcifeflly ac- 
quainted with the views, policy, drength, and mod intimate 
jfecrets of Vijeonti^ they could not fail of fucceff^ in defeating 
all the attempts, and redraining the towering ambition of 
this proud potentate ; and that Carmagnola^ pride was a fuffi- 
cient furetyof his faith, fincc without doubt he w’ould exert 

• Sabel. 1 . 9. d. 2. E^g^o, de g, V. 
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all his faculties to convince Vifconti how ferviceable he might 
have rendered his merit Certain it is, that Carmagmla was 
greatly incenfed againft the duke : when he was called into 
the fenate, he fpoke with a rancour and virulence that could 
not be aflumed or counterfeit. His arguments were fo for- 
cible, his oratory fo perfuafive, his influence fo confiderable^ 
and his vehemence fo earneft, that, urged by the fentiments 
of the doge, an alliance with Florence and war with Vifconti^ 
was unanimoufly refolved ^ 

In the treaty with Florence it was ftipulated, that fixteen 
thoufand horfe and eight thoufand foot ihould be levied at 
the common expence of both republics, to a<£t as future oc- pioren- 
cafions fliould require ; that two fleets (hould be equipped, tines# 
.the Venetian to fail up the Pd, to refill the forces of Vifconti^ 
the Florentine to fcour the Genoefe coaft ; that all the cities, 
towns, and forts, taken on the coniines of Flaminia (hould 
belong to Florence^ the reft to be at the difpofal of Venice ; 
and laftly, tffiit peace (liould not be made with the enemy 
but by mutual confent and approbation. The ambafladors 
threw chemfelves at the feet of the doge, protefting, in the 
name* of the republic, their eternal gratitude for this fo great 
an obligation, calling God to witnels the fincerity of their 
thanks, and refolution to condudl themfelves as that this 
gooSnefs (hould not be unmerited. 

Soon after Nicholas D^MJie^ Amadeus of Savoy ^ Francifeo 
Gonzagaj and other princes, acceded to this alliance. Ser* 
ranoj one of the doge’s fenatories, was fent to Philip to ac- 
quaint him with the determination of the republic. His in- 
ftrudiions were to defire the duke, in the name of the repub- 
lic, to ceafe hoftilitics againlt the Florentines \ and, if he re- 
fufed, immediately to declare war. The envoy was civilly re- 
ceived at Milan ; but Philips far from complying with his de- 
mand, fent back a defiance. War was publicly denounced, Dedara- 
and the fubjefls of each commanded to quit the enemy’s do- tion of 
minions without farther notice, on pain of being deemed 
traitors to their refpeSive countries. The command of the 
army was given to Carmffgnoluy who was eager to (ignalize 
his zeal by fome exploit worthy of the high opinion enter- 
tained of his capacity. His impatience would not wait for 
the new army to be levied ; but taking the command of a 
few regiments of the (landing forces, he marched into the 
enemy’s terrftories. His firft attempt was on Brefcia^ of 
which he foon became maflerby the force of corruption. The 
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caftle» into which Philip*^ garrifon retired, he took by ftorm, 
putting all the folfliers to the fword ; but there was Aill a fort 
in one quarter of the town which held out, and defended 
itfelf bravely. The duke fcnt Francifo Sforxa to its relief, 
between whom and Carmagnola many brisk skirmilhes paf- 
fed. The liege was pulhed on with vigour, and the fort dc-* 
fended with courage, the bclieged. relying upon Sforza's ar- 
my, which had in a manner enclofed Cartnagnola ; who with 
fatigue and watching fell fick, committed the army to Gon^ 
xagay and retired to the baths at Padua^ In the mean time, 
the liege went on with the fame fpirit, Gonzaga being in 
every refpedl a general equal to Carmagnola ; but the enemy 
were fo well provided, their fallies fo frequent and vigorous, 
and the Venetiam fo harralTed in the rear by Sforxa^ that lhame 
only reftrained them from abandoning the enterprize. Both 
lides were continually reinforced, and the affair fpnn out to 
a great length : at laft Carmagnola returned to the army, and 
relumed the command. Now an affault was rcfolved on, 
and, to encourage the foldiers, a reward of four hundred crowns 
promifed to him who lirft mounted the walls, three hundred 
to the next, two hundred to the third, and a hundred to each 
of the ten following. Both fides fought with the moft obflinatc 
valour, and it was difficult to determine which difplayed the 
greateft courage : at lafl, the Venetians^ overpowered with 
numbers, were forced to retreat, by which means the ficgc 
might have been protrafted to an unmeafurablc time, if . fa- 
mine had not effected what had foiled courage, condudi, and 
numbers. This brave garrifon was reduced to fo great ex- 
tremities, that they were compelled to fuc for a truce upon 
this condition, that if Philip came within the fpacc of ten 
days with a force fufficient to relieve them, they then Ihould 
be at liberty to defend the fort, otherways they would fur- 
render it to the Venetians. The truce being figned, Carmag* 
nola doubled the guards, and ordered lliiA watch that no 
provifion might enter the fort. Sforza's army could hardly 
be kept from mutinying ; they accufed their officers of cow- 
ardice and treachery, publicly declaiing that this brave garri- 
fon fell a facrifice to their bafenefe. Numberlefs attempts 
were made to throw in fuccour, but all were fruftrated by the 
vigilance of Carmagmia. At laft, the truce being expired, 
the fort was furrendered, agreeable to the articles ftipulated^. 

During this fiege, which was intircly carried on by the 
Venetians^ the Florentines^ under D'Mjie^ entered Cremona^ 
which chey^defolated with fuc and fword. Philip had no army 

^ Bon’itex. 1 . 4. Blond. I. 6. d. 3. 
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able to oppofe them ; as yet he was but aflembling his troops, 
and before they were united the Florentines retired. 

Soon after the furrenderof the town and fort of Brefcia^ 
through the mediation of the pope’s nuncio, peace was con- 
cluded, but with reluftance embraced by all parties. The 
conditions were, that Philip fliould amicably cede to the Ve- 
netians Commonica^ Brefcia^ with its territories, and that part 
of the Cremonefey on the Olioy towards Brefcia : and that 
Amadeus of Savoy (hould keep whatever he had taken during 
the war. Here we find no mention of the Florentines y altho* 
it was ftipulated in the treaty of alliance between the repub- 
lics, that neither Ihould msjjce peace without the other’s con- 
fent : ’tis probable, therefore, the Floreyitincs were included, 
* though as they obtained no particular conditions, it was not 
neceflary to fpecify them by name. 

It appears from Philip'^ condufl: foon after, that he by no 
means was d^ifirous of this peace, at lead upon the terms of 
difmembering his dominions, Refpeil for the pope’s nuncio 
would feem to have been the foie inducement to patch up 
what may rather be termed a ceflation of*hoftilities than a pa- 
cification. Some writers alledge, that he even affronted, in 
the nuncio’s prefence, the Venetian commifTioners who came 
to Milan to receive the towns furrendered to the republic. 
Sabellicus is of opinion that his fo fuddenly breaking through 
the peace was owing to the remonftrances of the Milanefey 
who highly refented the ignominious terms he granted. This 
author relates a fpeech ® made to Vifeonti by a deputation of 
the chief magiftrates of the city, in w'hich, with great freedom 
and bold nefs,^ they upbraided their prince with cowardice and 
meannefs, for fo eafily relinquifliing what the chance of war 
would probably have recovered, and yielding his ftrong holds, 
cities, and lands, to an enemy whofe ftrength or courage in the 
field he had but once ex|>ericnced. The remonftrance con- 
cluded with a zealous offer of their lives and fortunes, which, 
they faid, they were ready to facrifice rather than his honour 
fhould be ftained, or the Jieredit^ry dominions of the ftate 
alienated. Philip defired to know in what manner they would 
enable him to profecute the war ; upon which the magiftrates 
, retired to their conftituents, and the fubjedl was warmly de- 
bated in a large affcmbly of the citizens. The refult of their 
deliberations was, that they would requeft of the duke to ac- 
cept, during the war, of ten thoufand horfe and an equal 
number of foot, conditionally, that the revenues of the Mi- 
lanefe fliould remain in the hanJs of the magiftrateAf 
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The intention of this propofal was to prevent the abufe of 
public money, to the purpofes of minifters and courtiers, 
who, under the pretence of the neceflary occafions of the ftatc 
and expcnccs of the war, fqueezed and impoverifhed the 
people for the fupport of their luxury. The duke was inclined 
to accept the terms; but was diftuaded by one of his minifiers, 
who told him, that to leave the revenue in the hands of his 
fubjecls was to rear ladders for them to mount to liberty, 
fo eagerly afpired after, efpccially at a time when he was to 
carry on a war againft two free republics. Philips fatisfied 
with this reafoning, was, however, afraid abfolutely to reje£l 
the propofal ; he left it to time and his own cunning to ex- 
tort the fums wanted uix)n his oWn conditions. In order to 
fatisfy the people, he prohibited the furrender of thofe towns 
which were ftipulated in the treaty of peace, and foon after 
made an incurfion into the territories of Mantua, 

Secs.^il T'he republic, fpeedily informed of Philips intentions, 
r.var n.viih forthwith ordered new levies to be made, the'troops which 
\ ifeenti. w^ere not difbanded to march into Mantua,^ their former al- 
liances to be renewed, and every other meafure to be taken 
for vigoroufly profecuting the war, and punifliing VifontW 
peifidy. Phi/ip w^s not behind them in preparations. Un- 
daunted at the league formed againft him, he refolved upon 
a tiiple attack on the enemy : arming fome veflels atCr^- 
mona he feized on Furceccle^ a fortrefs in the Parmejan^ fitu- 
ated at the mouth of the Tano. Prefuming on the ftrength 
of his infantry, he made incuriions beyond the Brcfcian moun- 
tains, while his cavalry foraged and feoured all the cham- 
pain country : his third exploit was the mod fuccefsful 
and important ; fending an army againft the fugitive Genoefe, 
w'ho greatly molefted him, he by his general Sforza totally 
defeated Fr^gofa and their army. 

PERGUL/iNj another of his officers, placed garrifons in 
all the forts of the Brefciany which flood convenient to impede 
or harrafs the enemy, at the fame time that Picinino with a 
fleet belieged and took Ca^l-Major ^ Brijfelles^ on the Poy 
was foon after taken, and yijconti^tcon^xxe^is were no lefs ra- 
pid than his refolution to renew the war had been fudden. 
All this time x)^e Venetiam were diligently employed; they 
fitted out a fleet with orders to fail up the Po^ under 
*427* Frandfeo Bembo, htCaJfalhe came up with the enemy’s 
fleet, commanded by Eujlace of Pavia^ and both admirals 

^ Sabe^. ubi fupra. Blond* 1. 6, d. 3. Boniten. I. 4. Co- 
rosin. apud. bALEL. 
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prepared for battle (A). Bembo ordered eight galleons to form 
a line in front, thefe he faftened together by a ftmno chain, 

Ettfiace oppofed this van with four galleons, which he or- 
dered to bear down upon the VenetianXmo, with all the force 
of the tide and oars. The Venetian^ aware of his defign, 
eluded it by a ftroke of military addrefs peculiar to the me- 
thod of fighting (hips at that time, attacked and funk the 
four galleons. Eujiaccy perceiving by this inftance, that he 
was unequal to the dexterity of Bemho^ made all the dilpatch 
he was able to Cremona^. He was clofcly purfued by the 
Venetian admiral, who inftantly attacked and reduced three 
little forts built in the river to block up the channel. T he 
vkSjorioiis Bembo then entertng the channel, feized upon the 
► galleons, which he burnt, Eujiace having wholly unrigged 
them before his arrival. In the night the failors, ha^ Ir.g got 
on (hore without leave from the admiial, were plundering 
and deftroying the fuburbs, when they were fuddcnly attacked 
by a detachment from the city, and to the number of three 
hundred taken prifoners. Bembo, incenfed at this accident, or- 
dered the fleet up the river, attacHced and deftroyed the fort 
ftandtng on the confluence of the rivers Po and Adda ; then 
purfuing hii way, came to an anchor nearPr/7.7^ ; but find- 
ing the city acfci ted, he returned to Cremona, apprehending 
ibme treachery was intended. 

During tlicfe naval tranfadlions, the Venetians were not 
idle on (hore. An army of fourteen thoufand horfc and fix 
thoufand foot being ready early in the fpring, Carmognola 
marched for Padua^ crofled the lake Benac^ and artived at 
Brefcia. Before his coming, Pietro Loretano^ the governor, 
had been fuccefsful againft a detachment of the enemy, who 
made incurfions to the very gates of the city : fallying out 
upon them, he took the commander prifoner, and about three p 
hundred of the foldiers. Carmapiola^ envious that the 
military exploits were not performed by himfelf, departed ^ 
with his army from Brefcia, and proceeded dircftly to Orto- 
longa^ which he invefted. As foon as his battering artillery Bejieges 
arrived, lines were formeef^ and his batteries began to play up- Ortolonga 
on the walls with great fury. There was a body of one 
thoufand horfe, befides a ftrong garrifon of foot, within the 

% Sabel. 1 . 9. d. 2. Boniten. 1 . 4. BLONt>. deg. V. idem in 
Hift. d.3. l.*6. 

(A) The galleons, according prows. At the top of the mail 
tp Sabellicus, refembled that they had a place ffcm whence 
veflel which the Greeks call dro- ten or twelve archers might com- 
mon, with flat bottoms and (harp modioufly (hoot. 
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town : the governor, relying upon his ftrength, refolved u[>oi\ 
a fally^ which he made in the evening on that fide of the 
camp defended by StroJJi^ and the troops of Ferrara. Sirojf, 
with four hundred horfe^ bravely fuftaincd the allault, mak- 
ing prodigious havock amongft the beficgcd. At laft, over- 
powered with numbers, he was flain, with the greateft part 
of his troops ; upon which the enemy broke into the camp, 
where nothing but confufion reigned. I'he foldiers, fatigued 
with the heat and labour of the day, had gone fecurely to 
reft, never dreaming of an attack. They were running about 
in the utiiioft perturbation, a prey to the enemy, when Car^ 
imgnola ai rived with abody ot horfe, and charged the af- 
failants with To much vigour, thji they were repulfcd, and 
driven back into the town w^ith great daughter. However, 
this affair coft the befiegcrs, bcfidcs the lofs of the brave ^trof 
fi^ about one thoufand lix hundred men, according to Blondus^ 
w'ho is very particular * 

In conlequence Carmagnola raifed the ficge the next day, 
and leaving behind all the towns and forces held by the ene- 
my, marched ftrait to befiege Crimonay not doubting but 
the furrendcr of this fine city would induce others to-a vo- 
luntary fubmiflion \ On his way he was ftrongly reinforced, 
fo that the army amounted to eighteen thoufand horfe and 
eight thoufand foot, exclufive of fix thoufand auxiliaries : 
Bemho likewife with the fleet and two thoufand manners lay 
near Qemona^ Struck with the greatnefs of thisdefign, Vtf 
conti affemblcd the citizens of RVJcin^ and met with fuch chcar- 
ful returns of loyalty as enabled him to take the field at the 
head of thirt) thoufand men, with w'hom be marched to give 
battle to the l'\ndiam. Catmagnola with his army lay at Sa* 
ma^ the enemy being obliged to crofs a bridge above a mile 
diftant from the ramp before they could attack him : here he 
was determined to receive Philtp. without giving himfelf the 
trouble of defending the bridge, for the Fetieiians were no left 
eager than the enemy to engage. ilipy contrary to his own 

judgment, by the advice of led his army over the 

biid^e, whi Ji he drew up in^oidei oi battle on a plain a little 
wa) diftant from the p'e^ntia)! camp. Both fides joined battle 
with the utmoft alacrity and vigom : they fought from noon 
till night, and no apparent ad\antagc was gained. In the 
evening a ftorm of wind arifing drove before it fuch clouds of 
duft, as icndcrcd it »mpolFibIe for the foldiers todiftinguifh each 
other . friends were known from enemies only by the word of 

** Bi.OND.iI. 6. d. 3. * Biond. SABfcL.nhi fiipra. Bo- 
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battle. An advanced party of Philip's army thinking to retire 
out of this confufion towards the bridge, found thcmfelves in 
the middle of the enemy’s camp, where they were made pri- 
foners. At laft both generals ordered a retreat to be founded, 
each claiming vidlory, and perhaps with equal reafon. Car^ 
magnola ufed jocofely to /ay, that at the battle of Samay 
Philip and he took more of their own foldiers prifoners than 
of the enemy : however, Philip afferted with great gravity 
that the Venetians were defeated, efteeming it a vidory that 
he had not loft a battle ^ : but he was foon recalled to the 
defence of the Milanefe^ the duke of Savoy's cavalry, having 
entered the duchy by the fide of Fercelleiy were making incur* 
fions to the gates of the •capital. The Venetians too per- 
ceiving Cremona to be ftrongly garrifoned and well provided, 
dropt their intention of laying fiege to it, and encamped at 
Cajjel-Major^ where Bembo and the fleet arrived foon after. 

Sforza had purfued the Venetians from Cremona with a choice 
body of horfe*, thinking he fhould be able to harrafs their rear ; 
but he found them fo well prepared, that he returned with'* 
out making any attempt, 

CdRMAGNOLA entered upon the^fiege of Cajfely which TU^Vene- 
was for a long time defended by a brave governor and nume- tians fo- 
rous garrifon : at laft it was taken by ftorm, and the % 2 etx\- fiege Caf- 
fon*piit to the fword, all befides Pifani the governor and a fel-Major. 
few troops, who retiring into a ftrong tower, capitulated upon 
honourable terms. He next laid a bridge over the Adda^ by 
w^hich his troops made incurfions into the Milancfe^ ravaged, 
plundered, and dellroycd every thing that came in their 
way. 

PHILIP was taken up in reconciling difputes among his 
officers, each of whom claimed to himfclf a fuperiority over 
the others. At laft he was obliged to put an end to divifions, 
which he apprehended might terminate in the ruin of the 
army, by creating a generaliffirno : his choice fell upon 
rolo Malatejie^ who had formerly commanded the Venetian 
forces ; an officer more diftinguilhed for his high rank, cau- 
tion, and duplicity, than4'or his*valour. Malatcfle's firft bu- 
fincfs was to put a flop to the incurfions of the Venetiansy 
which in a (hort time he eftedtually accompliflicd. Macale^ Macale 
a city of the Cremonefe^ was now befieged by Carmagnola : befieged by 
this ^ccafioncd great difeontent in Philip's army, the foldiers the Vene- 
entertaining^loubts about the courage of their general. At tians. 
laft their clamours became fo loud, that Malntcfie called a 
council of the principal officers : Sforza and Pianino were 

, ^ Sabpl. ibid. Bi ond. 1. 6. d. 3. 
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for giving the enemy battle ; Pergulan and Taur0llo for avoid* 
ing it, and retraining the impetuofity of the troops, laying, 
that the f^enetiam muft neceffarily quit the Cremonefe foon for 
want of ammunition and forage. The general, apprehen- 
five of afedition, followed the former opinion, and gave or- 
ders' for the army to march. When he approached the ene- 
my, he put the queftion to Sforza and Picinino^ whether it 
were better to attack the enemy in their camp, or to draw up 
the army and receive them ? To this thofe officers replied, 
that he was their general, and muft direft thofe particulars as 
he thought proper. Orders then were ifl'ued for difpofing the 
troops in battle-array. In the mean time Catmagnola had 
drawn up the Venetians to receive the enemy : Tolletino was 
ordered with two thoufand horfe to make a fweep round a hill 
on the left, and attack them in the rear as foon as both ar* 
mies were engaged : then he ftrongly lined all the hedges and 
ditches through which the enemy muft pafs, himlelf taking 
poll in a particular defile of great importance. ‘Here the ac- 
tion began : Sferza advancing with the light horfe, charged 
the Venetians in front, while Carmaf^nsla ordered the firft and 
freond lines to give way to the right and left, to enclofe 
him if he advanced ; which ac<"ordingly happened: continu- 
ing, however, to prefs on with irrefillible vigour, Carmag^ 
nda made a fighting retreat to the main body of his army. 
Here Sforza^ feconded by Malaujic^ purfued, and a general 
engagement began, in which both fidcs behaved w’ith great 
intrepidity : but CarmegnohH difpofition gave him many ad- 
vantages; his infantry, with which all the hedges were 
lined, gaulcd and made prodigious llaughter amongft the ene- 
my’s cavalry ; while a great Ibout in the rear of Malatefle\ 
army anounced their being changed in the rear by Tolletino 
with his two thoufand hurfe. Thus being attacked in the 
rear by cavalry, in both flanks by infantry placed in the 
hedges, and in the front by the main body of the Venetian 
Philip’j army under Cannagnoia^ the enemy were at laft totally de- 
ftrmy de- featcd, after many bold efforts to rally. Then began adread- 
feated, ful carnage, the general lioibaving^power to leftrain the rage 
of the Venetian foldiers. At lall, the enemy endeavoured to 
appeafe by intreaties the refenimcnt they could neither Tepel 
nor efcape ; they laid down their arms, and fix thoufand in- 
fantry, w'ith three thoufand horfe, were made prifoners at dif- 
cretion ^ Without doubt Carmagnola might H'avc crufhed 
Philip in confequence of this decifive victory, if he had not 
either from^unaccountabJe whim, over-ftrained generofity, or 

Blqsd. I. 7. d. 3. Sabel. 1 I. d. 3. 
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treachery, fet all the prifoners at liberty without a Angle con- 
dition. The Milanefe army being totally broke, nothing 
could prevent his becoming mafter of the whole dutchy, had 
he been as skilful, or rather had he been as willing to pur- 
Cue as to gain a victory. His only exploit after this battle was 
the taking of Orges by alTauIt, all the other cities, towns, 
and forts of Brefcta paying a voluntary fubmiflion 

In the mean time Sforza and Picinino were bufied in col- 
lefting their fcattcrcd troops, and in making new levies : having 
joined thefe with the prifoners reftored by Carmagnoky a for- 
midable army was foon on foot, which immediately entered 
upon ailion. Sforza furprifed a convoy of provilinns going 
to the enemy’s camp : Pkinino made an attempt at night to 
recover fhc town of Pontaglto^ but was repulfed". 

Besides the attempts of Philip to Itop the pro^refs of the a D 
Venetians by force, he was not idle by negociation ; he en- 1420,* 
deavaured, by his intrigues, to excite the tmptxov Sigifmund 
againft the republic. His art fucceeded with the duke of Sa- 
voy^ who gave him his daughter in marriage ^ : however, 
not all his policy could prevent the neceflity he was under of 
fuing for peace, upon the lofs fuftainecT by the death of feve- 
ral of his beft officers. A congrefs was accordingly appointed 
at Ferrara^ the pope’s legate prefiding, where the conditions ^ Peaee.- 
wefe long debated, and at laft adjufted. The moft material 
articles were, that Brcfciay with all the Brcfdan and Cremo- 
nefe^ that part of the Bergamefe ftretching towards the river 
Adiccj together with the caftles, towns, forts, &c. which 
they then held upon the Cremonefe^ fhould in perpetuity be 
ceded to the Veneimis. Little was granted to the Florentines 
befides Come trifling honours, fuch as hoifting their own flag 
at fea inftead of the Pifan. , 

By this peace Italy was reftored to a breathing of tranqui- 
lity of a very unfettled nature : hoftilities ceafed, yet ftill 
their mutual animofities, jealoufics, and heart-burnings re- 
mained. The ceffion of the Cremonefe was never thoroughly 
relifhed by Philip : his condudl at the time of figning the 
peace, as well as afterwards. Intimated his reludtance to 
part with a diftridl fo commodious, which he regarded as he- 
reditary in his family, although in truth his right was founded 
in conqueft. This was one grievance, and might in time 
have produced a war had no other reafons concurred p. Others, 
however, wtre not wanting, and they were accprdingly made 

® Ibid. " Mont. Com, 1 . 3. ® Blond, ibid. Sa- 
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the pretext.. Philip had perfecuted, with implacable hatred, 
the families of Fregofa and Fiefci^ in contempt of all the re- 
monftrances in their behalf from the republics of Venice and 
Florence^ and even a promife that he would take them into 
his friendfliip : but the moft open and avowed occafion of 
talcing arms arofe from the following incident. 

PAOLO GUENESIO had by his cunning, art, and po- 
licy, acquired an afcendency almoft defpotic over the repub- 
lic of Lucca : he conduded himfelf with fo much condud 
and prudence, that amidft the broils in which all Italy befides 
were engaged, Lucca alone tafted the fweets of repofe and 
tranquility ; yet could he neither gain the hearts, nor even 
avoid the hatred of the principal perfons in that ftate, which 
he had fo fkilfully fleered through all the dangers and laby- 
rinths of policy. Continual intrigues were carried on againft 
him, and now a ftorm was gathering which threatened de- 
firudion both to Paolo and the republic. The firft astempt 
of the difafteded was to ftir up the people againft him on ac- 
count of his conniving at his fon’s defertion of the fervice of 
the ftate to enter into that of Florence, Young Ladijlaus had 
folicited for leave, but*being denied he made his efcape, and ac- 
quired great honour in the Florentine alliance with ihtBolognefe 
againft pope Martin, The difafFeded reprefented the danger 
there was of being embroiled in a quarrel with the holy fee,* by 
the raftinefs of Ladijlaus and ambition of Paolo : however, their 
intrigues were undermined by the cunning of Paolo^ who 
proved too hard for them on this as on many former occalions. 
The malcontents, finding their endeavours to ftir up the peo- 
ple againft Paolo were to no purpofe,grew defperate : they never 
confidered that violent meafures muft be accompanied with 
the rujp of their country ; or rather, they were indifferent what 
became of Lucca fo that Guenefio was deftroyed : this they 
endeavoured to accomplifti, by working on the ambition and 
natural fire of young Stella^ nephew to Brachio^ a young no- 
bleman in the Florentine fervice. Stella was eafily induced by 
their remonftrances to undertake what was perfedly agreeable 
to his adive and enterprifin^ fpiric.® Without farther reflec- 
tion he made an incurfion into the territories of Lucca^ lay- 
ing every thing wafte to the gates of the city ; he feized 
upon eight forts and caftles belonging to Paolo^ made the 
garrifons piifoners, and then encamped on the great plain 
near Lucca. His forces, which at firft confiftAl of a few 
troops of Florentine horfc, were foon increafed by a great 
number of volunteers, who flocked from all quarters in ex- 
pedation iSf honour or booty. When Stella entered upon 
adion, he had no countenance from the republic of Floyeme^ 

the 
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the few troops under his conduft being prevailed upon folely 
by his own influence to fliare his fortune. The F/orentines^ 
however, perceiving the rapidity of his conquefts, and the 
unexpedled incrcafe of his forces, began to harbour ambi- 
tious defigns, and to fcheme the project of annexing Lucca 
to* the territories of the republic by means of Stella, Inflead 
therefore of recalling him and their foldiers, in confequence 
of a folemn ambafly from Guenejio^ they encouraged Stella in 
the enterprise he had formed, which they defired might be 
profecuted in the name of the republic, afFuring him of am- 
ple fupplies of men, money, and every other necefTary. 

PAOLO perceiving that nothing was to be expected but 
war from the Florentines fiad recourfe to Ventci ; but the re- 


Stella fup^ 
ported ly 
the Flo* 
rentines. 


public declining to interfere in a difpute in which fhe was not 
concerned, the ambaffadors proceeded to the court of Milan. 

Philip joyhilly efpoufed a caiifc in which he hoped to wreck Vifeonti 
his vtngeance on the Florentines^ ordered Sforza to levy a ^^M^ves to 
ftrong army,* and march direftly to the relief cA^Lucca^.^ This 
general, whofe greateft pleafure was fighting, readily obeyed 
the mandate, raifed an army, pafied the Alps^ and foon ap- 
peared before the city. Upon his approach Stella retired towards 
the confines of Pija^ not chufing to give battle to the enemy, 
who he knew muft foon be in want of provifions. By pro- 
trailing the war he doubted not but Sforza's affiftance would 
become ufelefs to Guenefio^ as the country round being intirely 
deftroyed, the Milanefe army would only haften the furrender 
of Lucca^ by confuming the ftores laid in for a fiege. 

In the mean time Sforza entered Lucca triumphantly, and 
was received by Guenfio as his deliverer and guardian angel. 

Here he made but a fhorc Hay, and then marched into Pif 
toia^ where he took, plundered, and deftroyed a number of 
forts and cafiles. In his abfence the artful Guenejio began to 
ruminate upon the event ; he confidered how precarious 
was the fupport of auxiliaries, whofe defigns might have the 
fame tendency as thofe of the avowed enemy ; how much 
eafier it was to treat v/ith the Flprentines for a peace, while 
his affairs were in a profperous condition, than it would be 
after the departure or defeat of Sforza ; he concluded, that 
now was the moft advifeable time for him to enter into a 


treaty, and fecure by a folid, though difadvantageous peace, 
that tranquility upon which his power and happinefs de-^ 
pended ^ 

Commissioners were in confequence fecretly difpatchcd 
to Stella and Florence with propofals; but Sforza in- 
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telligence of the defign returned fuJdenly with a (iTong corps 
to Lucca^ and feizing upon Paolo and his family, feiu them 
prifoners to Milan^ after he had dillributcd his money and rich 
moveables among the foldiers 

Scarce had he led his troops back to Lombardy when 
Stella returned to the fiege of Lucca^ where he was ftrongly 
reinforced by a body ot horfe and foot detached from Flo- 
rence* This determined Philip to fend Piclninoy in the name 
of the Genoefe^ who were faid to have received Lucca under 
their protediioii, to relieve the dry. "Fhc news of his march 
and powerful army obliged the Florentines to apply to Venice 
foradiftance, in confequcnce of a treaty ofFenfive and defen- 
five fubfifting between the republtes. Perceiving the danger 
which threatened their allies, the difpatched com- 

miflioners to Philip to acquaint him, that the republic could 
eafily penetrate into bis defigns ; that the Venetians were fen- 
fible the Genoefe were incapable of raifmg fuch a force sfe Pi- 
cinino was leading againft the Florentines their allies ; that 
it was abfurd to pretend that a (fate^ which itfclf was under 
his dominion, fhould have taken Lucca under its protedlion ; 
and laftly, that if he did not recal his generals and tr6ops, 
who inconteftably compofed the greater part of Picinino's ar- 
my, they would immediately march to the relief of their allies, 
and, contrary to their inclinations, break the peace fubfifting 
between the ftates. Philip gave no determinate anfwer to 
this peremptory meffage, and the Venetians hefitated about en- 
tering upon war, until the new^s arrived that Picinino had de- 
feated the Florentines before Lucca^ which immediately pro- 
duced a refolution of coming to a rupture ^ 

The Venetians^ previous to hoftilitics, made divers at- 
tempts to draw Francifeo Sferza into their inlcreft, who had 
rcfided at Mirandola from the time he left Lucca^ without dis- 
banding his army, or acknowledging any allegiance to Philip. 
The Florentines likewife left no means untried to fccure his 
friendlhip, to which Sfor%a was greatly difpofed, on account of 
the mutual good offices which bad long fubfifted between 
his father and the republic But Philip ufed the moft for- 
cible arguments to gain him, promiTing him his only daugh- 
ter in marriage, and the rcvcrfion of his dominions if he 
fhould die without male ifllic, as was probable. All their en- 
deavours being baffled, the Venetians entered into a league 
with the marquis of Montferrat^ to whom ancf fome other 
petty princes they granted fubfidies. The war commenced 

c 
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with an attempt the Mmyittna made of refuming the fiegc 
of Lucca^ after the departure 'SPPicinino ; but their defign was 
fruftrated by Bartholomeo Fornariy the Genoefe admiral, who HS*-* 
lay at Leghorn, with a fquadron of fix gallies. Fornari\ vi- 
cinity obliged Florentines to gzxnfon Pifny which they ap- 
prehended would revolt : the reft of the army were forced to 
retire on the approach of Picininoy who was returning to 
Lucca after he had with wonderful rapidity over-run the coun- 
try of the Pifans^ and taken a great number of forts and caf- 
tles. So apprehenfive were the Florentines of lofing the city 
of Pifa^ that they pafled a very extraordinary and cruel edi£t, 
to prevent their rebellion, viz. that all the inhabitants, fron) 
the age of fifteen to fixty ydars of age, (hould depart the city 
r before a candle, lighted up for the purpofe, was confumed, 
under penalty of their lives, and confifeation of their efFe£b 
Picinino, finding that Lucca was in no danger, marched into 
the cotintry of Volterra^ where his conquefts were no lefs ra- 
pid than before they had been in the Pifan territories. Even 
the city of Volterra muft have fallen into his hands, had not 
Michaeli Attendulo been feafonably fent^ with a ftrong corps 
by pope Eugenitis to its relief, which obliged Pkinino to abaii* 
don his defign 

During thefe tranfaflions, iht Venetian army under G?r- 
magnola took the field. This general had fome time remained 
encamped near Orges^ watching an opportunity to enter upon 
adtion with advantage : he now difeovered a treafonable 
corrcfpondence between the governor of Lodis and the ene- 
my, in which it was concerted that the caftle (hould be be- 
trayed to Philip. Carmsgnola having prevented the defign by 
hanging (he governor, thought of retaliating by a fimilar con- 
duit. He tampered with the chief officer of Socinna^ that 
the place might be delivered to him at a certain time agreed 
upon. The governor had no fooner touched Carmagnola^s 
money, than he fent fecrct intelligence of the tranfadlion to 
Philip, who gave immediate orders to Sforza to march with 
all poilible fecrecy to Soemnay feize on all the pallbs, and lay 
a ftrong ambufeade for •the l^enetians. The troops were 
difpatched to take poffeflion of the place on the day appoint- 
ed, Carmagnola remaining with the army at fome little dif- 
tance : they no fooner entered the town than they were fur- 
rounded by a body of Milanefs, which had been admitted and Carmag- 
concealed; iforza at the fame time attacking the main ar-nola<*- 
my under Carmagnola fo fuddenly, and with fo much vigour, feated. 

V Sabel. 1 . 2. d. 3. Blond. 1 . 8. d.3. * ftilloirc des 
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that he quickly defeated it, the general with difficulty mak- 
ing his eicape Thus Cannagnola was taken in his own 
fnare, with the lofs of a thoufand horfe, and the precipitate 
diforderly retreat of his whole army. To add to his mortifi- 
cation, he was upbraided by the governor as a (hallow fu- 
perficial plotter, a pretender to skill in the human heart, the 
balenefs of which he eftimated by the corruption of his own ; 
falfely imagining that the love o( money was the firft prin- 
ciple and fpring of human aflions The Fenthans foon 
after received another defeat in tht Cfe7nontfe^ where they 
’ loitered about in a diforderly and iricgular manner, without 
’ difcipline or conduft * but concerning this traniaiiion Sabel' 
Heus alone fpeaks, and he in fo ebneile a mannei as would 
make the truth ol it doubtful. 

In the mean time the Fkrmthm were hard puflied by P/- 
ciniriQ : after this general had laid waftc Voftena he marched 
into the territories of Arezzo^ where he very nearly iutprifed 
the city. He battered forts, towns, and cities, many of 
which he took by foice, fome by ftratagem, while others 
voluntarily fubmitted, 

The Venetiaui^ not difpirited with their lofTes, levied re- 
cruits with all poffib’e cnpatch, formed magazines, forged 
arms, and fitted out a fqu^dron, which they fent up the river 
with ten thoufand men as rar as Cre?7ma, Niiholao T7evifano 
was made admiral, and th^ command of each Blip given to 
a Venetian of birth. Thij fiuet was (urniflied with a prodi- 
gious number of warlike engines it was likewife to be af- 
lifted in its operations b} Carii agnola^ who lay encamped 
near Ciemona with twenty lour tnouland hoilc and foot. PhU 
hp made all the preparations he could to oppofe fo formida- 
ble an armament, though he wpo Bill inferior in number of 
(hips, a difference more than cf)inpcniatcd by the abilities of 
the admiral, and courage of the marincis and foldiers. The 
famous Giovanni Gnmalhy zGenwfe^ the greateft fea-officer 
of his lime, commanded : he haJ chofsii tire beft pilots, the 
beft archers, and engineer^ {hat either Philip or Genoa could 
furnifh. Putnino^s return from Tufuny had likewife greatly 
augmented the army ; fo that u{)on the whole Grmialdt^ Sfor^ 
2 / 7 , and Picintnoww z very equal match for C'i*’magnola and 
Trevtfano, Much depended on the fate of a ba»^t!e ; the hopes 
and fears of both parties wcic proponionctl to the confe- 
quences of a defeat or victory. Sfoiza and Piiimno to their 
ftrength joined everything which the policy and art of war 
could luggv^ : they made frequent attacks upon Cannag* 
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■ nola^s trenches, as if they defpifed his army and the fleet that 
was advancing- The nearer Trevifano with the fquadron ap- 
proached, the more frequent and fierce were their aflaults, at 
the fame time that they confulted with Grimaldi in what man- 
ner the Fenetian fleet could be moft advantageoufly attacked. 

Grimaldi propofcd, that Picinino with all the men at arms 
Ihould be embarked ; that Sforza (hould at the fame time 
make a feint attack upon Carmagnola^ trenches, to prevent 
difcovery of his weaknefs by the detachment under Picinino ; 
and that the garrifon of Cremona (hould aflift by a vigorous 
fally, while he fell down with the ftream to give battle to Tre^ 
vifano^. The defiring nothing more than an en- 
gagement, rowed with all jhe force they could to meet the 
^ enemy ; but as they approached Picinino^ who advanced be- 
fore the fleet with fix gallics, they difeovered the enemy's in- 
tention : finding they had to fight a land army as well as a 
fleet, tjjiey fent repeated accounts to Carmagnola of their fi- 
tuation; but -he returned an anfwer reflecting on the cou- 
rage of the admiral. The engagement in the mean while be- 
gan, which both fides fuftained with great conduct and va- 
lour. .Towards fun-fet Picinino grappled* with four Venetian 
gallies, who defended themfclves with courage, but unequal 
ftrength or fuccefs ; for they were taken after an obftinatc re- 
fiftar^e : this induced Trevifano to retreat and fall back to 7'^^Vene- 
thc harbour from whence he had weighed anchor. Grimaldi tiansr^- 
purfued, and next day renewing the engagement, the Vene- treat, 
tians after an obftinate conflift were defeated, not above five 
gallies having efcaped being either taken, funk, or deftroyed. 

Two thoufand men were (lain, and about fix thoufand made 
prifoners, in which number were included thirteen fenators. 
Prodigious booty fell into the enemy's hands, and the vidory 
was in all refpedls complete and decifive. 

This misfortune was attended with the revolt or defertion 
of Palavicini^ and difmiflion of Carmagnola from his office : 
indeed, he was fo chagrined at this laft accident, that he 
would voluntarily have refigned the command; but the Vene- 
tians were fo far from bei^jg daunied by the unfortunate de- 
feat, that they refolved to carry war into the bowels of the 
Genoefe territories, as Philip's fleet was commanded by an ad- 
miral of that country, and chiefly manned by Genoefe. A 
fquadron of eighteen gallies was immediately got ready for 
this purpofe, •completely manned, armed, and vidlualled. 

Pietro Lauretanoy a man of experience and conduct, was ap- 

* Blond, ibid. Sabell. ibid. apuJ Sabei^. 
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Fiefca W mean time Fiefca and Adorini^ who had been left a:f 

Adorini Rcca^ when Loretano departed from thence, were treache- 
murdered. roufly flain in their way from Pifa to Florence, They were 
fuddenly attacked by one Buffcttio of Pavia, at the head of 
a troop of ruffians. Their defence was brave, and worthy 
of their birth and reputation ; for after great flaughtcr made 
among the aflaffins, and feveral wounds received, they at 
length dropt down dead with fatigue and lofs of blood. This 
Buffcttio was fuppofed to have been employed by Philip, for 
no perfonal animofity had fubfifted between him and thofe 
unfortunate noblemen \ 

About this time, and foon after the defeat of the Geno^ 
efe by Loretano, Bernardo Adorini, brother to Adorini, who 
was aflaffinated, had caufed all the coaft of Genoa to revolt. 
He made incurfions all over the country with three hundred 
horfe given him by the marquis of Montferrat ; but was 
in the end defeated by Picinino, and the country redticed to 
its former obedience ^ Hiftorians relate barbarous inftances 
of Picinimh cruelty upon this occafion : inftances which ftain 
the great reputation he defervedly acquired by his extraordi- 
nary military atchievements. Befidcs the numbers he had flain 
in two battles, fome hundreds of prifoners were put to death 
by a (hocking variety of tortures. Having thus glutted his 
inhumanity with blood, he had recourfe to other methods of 
gratifying the natural cruelty of his difpofition : he ex- 
pofed to fale all the children, w^omen, and priefts, that fell 
into his hands, the foldiers having firft indulged themfelves in 
acts the moft lafcivious, wanton, and barbarous 
But to return to the affairs of Chios : the intended arma- 
ment, confifting of fourteen gallies, ten fliips of burthen, 
together with a great number of fmall vefl'els, being now in 
readinefs, the command was given Xo Andrea Moccnigo. He 
failed for the ifland, and immediately on his arrival invefted 
the chief city by fca and land. This place, likcwife called 
Chios, was ftrqng by nature and art : the fortifications, for 
thofe times, were not only regular, but the garrifon was nu- 
The at- merous, and ftores of every kind plentiful ; infomuch that, 
tempt upon after Mocenigo had battered the walls with all manner of en- 
Chios gines then known for the fpace of two months, little or no 
impreffion was made. Upon news of great preparations mak- 
ing at Genoa for the relief of the city, he thought it ad- 
vifeable to raife the fiege, without hazarding farther Ioffes. 

^ Pas4js apudSABEL. ibid. * Montan. Com. 1 , 4. 
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Before he embarked his troops, he laid wafte the whole if- 
land, deftroying the corn-fields, and tearing up the vintages : 
unable to perform actions worthy of a great commander, he 
diftinguifhed himfelf by others becoming the character of a 
favage and barbarian. 

The following fpring Pietro Splnola was detached thither 
by the Genoefe with a fleet of fourteen gallies : hearing of 
this armament^ the Venetians reinforced Loretano^ and gave H3** 
orders ftridlly to watch the motions of the enemy. Lore* 
tarn failed from Corfu^ and with incredible difpatch arrived 
at Leghorn a few days after the departure of the Genoefe fleet. p 
By their coafling along Sicily he mifled them ; fo that Spi- ^ 
nola arrived at Corfu a fhort time after- the Venetian admiral 
-quitted the ifland. The inhabitants were thrown into the Corfu, 
utmoft cdnfternation on fight of the enemy, as their new 
fortifications, raifed by the advice of Loretano^ were incom^ ' 
pletc, atid the ifland in other refpedJs but indifferently pre- 
pared for defence. Immediate intelligence of the deflination 
of the Genoefe was fent to Loretano by the fenate : he there- 
fore difpatched fix of his beft gallies double-manned, which, 
being jdned by four more appointed by the fenate, fleered di- 
redlly to Corfu, 

PICJNINO^ in the mean while, having laid wafte the 
whole marquifate of Montferrat^ returned to the Cremonefe^ 
where he foon retook Torcello and Bordellan^ both well gar- Carmag- 
ri^foned, and within a ftiort diftance of Venetian army, nola^ /i/'. 
Every one was amazed at the conduA of Carmagmla ; his picious 
floth and fecurity while the enemy were employed in facking, condufl. 
burning, and feizing on the dominions of the republic, ex- 
cited fiifpicions of his fidelity. Some were of opinion that 
his reputation ought to fland unimpeached until proofs of his 
treachery appeared ; others again thought, and among thefo 
were the procurators of St. Mark's^ that he fliould be taken 
into cuflody, and compelled either to clear his honour, or 
receive the juft punilhment of his perfidy : but all were ig- 
norant that a decree of the fenate had pafled againft him from 
the time of his defeat on the iPo \ fo fccret arc all the tranf- 
aflions of that auguft body. Carmagmla himfelf, though he 
had refided for fome weeks in Venice^ and had numerous con- 
neftions among the fenators, was fo far from fiifpcfling any 
defigns againft lym, that he paid his compliments to the doge 
the very day he was taken into cuftody. When he returned 
to Venice from the army, he was met as he came out of his 
gondola by a great number of fenators, who condud^d him 
to the prince’s palace, where he was received with the fame 
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refpefl as if nothing againft him had been determined (A). 
Before the decice was made public he v/as tatcen into cuftody, 
and then the fenate’s reafons fignified to tlic people ; after 
which he was put to the torture, convidted of a treafonable 
correfpondence by his own letters and hand-writing, which 
he could not deny, beheaded, and his cfFedls confifeated to 
the public treafiire h Thus ended the life of Carmn^nola i 
glorious in its firft career under Philip of but conta- 

minated in tln^ end by pride, avarice, and corruption. With 
a ma^nanimiiy becoming a hero he had a meannefs un- 
v/orthy of a man; his condudl plainly evinced, that when 
corruption once feizes the hunnn heart, like a rank poifon, 
it iidfantlv deflroys every principle of honour, honefty, and 
virtue. Before his imprifoninent the prince of with" 

Co7‘>ijyo Dctfuido as proveditor, had fecret orders to repair 
to the annv, to take upon him the command 

PICiy iNO^ elated with his laic fuccefs, clofely purfued 
the courfc of vidlory ; a wound he received at the liege of 
Psntoglvj firft put a flop to his career ; he was fo dangeroufly 
ill that his life was defpaired of, by which means Philip w'as 
for a time depnved of one of his heft and moft active officers". 
Henccforwaixl his affairs began to decln^c : TcUetino^ who had 
entered into the pope’s fervice after deferting Philips w2s now 
difmilfcd by his holinefs, and ictained in the Fhrnitine 
He began his fcrviccs by fierce incurfions into the territory of 
Sienna^ with great violence laying w^aftc all the fca-coafts of 
the enemy or their allies- After joining Attendulo, aflbeiated 
with him in the command, he attacked foinc towns belong- 
ing to the and, after reducing them, retook: all the 

* vS/\af L. ibid Amelot ibid. Blond. I. 9. d. 3. 
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(A) rllints relates, that 
Qarmti^mla w'as in Venice the 
very night the decree againll 
him polled in the fciiite, eight 
months before his trial ; that 
the doge not rcturuing before 
morning from the fenatc he 
was met by Carvuj^nda, who 
jocofelv a d'ccl Vvlicrhcr he wab 
to wiili ' " hi^^hnefiv a cnod 
ni^ht or gocni mornlr.g : to 
whidi #ic prince •fmilingly re- 
plied, that the fc'^ate had fat 
kfe, aj!il (ificn r.'i’kevl of Inir*. 
Il fb.oir, thi- c;.£;v:iu* caution. 


though it may give the reader 
a high opinion of the fccrccy of 
the i’enate, will fcarce prejudice 
him in favour of the fincerity 
and honour of the individuals 
who ct'mpoled it. There is 
fomething extremely fhocking, 
and really unneceffary, in the 
fpecioiis appearances of friend- 
Ihip from the doge and fenate 
to this unfortunate man, at the 
very time, and for a continu- 
ance after, they had doomed 
uh dellrudion. 
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enemy’s conqucfis in the Pifan territories. Soon after which 
he attacked Philip's army, commanded bv Bernardino ClaP 
dino^ defeated and took the general piifoner, with nearthice 
thoufand inferior officers and private men ^ . 

At this time Sigifmund^ Ton to Charles of Bohe??iia and Hun- Sigif- 
garyy came with an army to Italy y in confeqiicncc of a treaty iiiund 
with Philip, Me firft marched to Alilany wheie he was 
crowned ; aficr which he led his army towards Luua,^ as had 
been conceited between him and Philip, Toliclino having 
intclli^nce of his defign marched towards Lucen^ to prevent 
his feizing upon the Venetian forts round the couniry. As 
both the .-rmies lay encamped at fomcdillancc fiom tiic city, 
Tcllitinos camp was furprifcid in the night by a ftrong body 
detached by l>dgifmuntL and fupported by a brisk afiaulc upon 
another (juartcr fiom tlic city ^ but after a bloudy di/putc the 
ciiLm) w^'rc rt pul fed with great (laughter p. Sonic of the 
Hungry am penetrated as far as J!ihnduld*s tent, who, w e 
are vvas iittacked l-y a trooper of enormous Oaruie. 'J'hc 
J-Iuiig,,rian (buck him a blow on the head that niul> i:ifallibly 
have ends-d his life, had not the goodi-cfs of his helmet u - 
fiiicd % but Jiitendido foon recovering h^mfeif nuidt a ihruit, 

Vv^hich piciced the heart of the foldier and ended the dilpuie'*. 
SV^ijraiind undertooU no other ej.'ploits ogainit "u'iHeUho ; for 
rctiifi'.g to Sienna he entered into uune controverues with the 
pope, which cnijiloyed the remainder of the ft-alon in nego- 
ciations. After theie w’ctc «.nucably tei minuted lie W'ent to 
Romey and there was crowned emperor. 


In L'mibardy the Venetians had IHll better fuccefs, Snnehio 
Venivti and Cornaro having recovered Ejfdedanay Ri^m.-nengUy 
Fcntanellciy and Soetnna j after which bi.LC udes beijan to 
talk ot peace. 'Fhe Veneitum^ at the rcij'icit of ih'* marquis 
Mont ferrate fent commiffioneis io Fen at a to neat of the 
condiiiuns, and receixc propv»{.*Is from the cnemv : h re 
two deputies from Florente and Milan am- cd. jjaii he 
congrefs the proveditoii Venrri aii l C rrra'o w^ere p j • >g 
their conqucfis' ; they pafled the mountains and reduce ! ic 
valley ol Catnona and Valiullina, ^’htn attenqmng to lay a 
bridge over the Adda they v’ere fruiiiaied in the delign by the 
obitinatc refrltance of the enemy : C:rnarOy Iiovvever, kept 
polleffipn of part of J'^altellinay and with a body of thtee thou- 
fend horfe rcpulfcd Piiininoy caiicd in by the Gibilline iac- 
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tion (B). But that fubtle general effefled by cunning what 
he could not compafs by force. The day after his defeat he 
returned to the charge, as if he intended to renew the en- 
gagement : Ikirmifhing brilkly with Cornaro\ troops, he be- 
gan to give ground, as if unable to fuftain the power of the 
enemy, and maintained a fightin? retreat until he had drawn 
them into a ftrong ambufeade. Here the Venetians^ attacked 
on every fide, were put to flight, about three hundred being 
made prifoners : among thefe were Cornaro^ Ctefar Mariinen- 
gOy Thadeo Baptijla Cnpitio^ Hulars of Friuli^ jfnto^ 

nio Martinafeo^ and feveral other officers of difiinflion and 
great reputation. Cajfel-Major was likewife recovered by 
fome of Philipps officers, which was followed by the reduc- 
tion of Brixelki *. 

The winter now approaching, both armies retired intq 
Peace winter-quarters, and peace was more ferioufly treated of 
treated of than before : at laft it was concluded towards the following 
and cen- fpr*ng, on thefe conditions, that Philip fliould^reftore all the 
eluded. towns and fortified places taken in Brefia and the Bergamefe^ 
that he made reftitution to the Florentinei of all he had taken 
in the Pifan and Folaterran territories ; that he fhoulJ exert 
his influence to oblige the SieunrAs to reftore to Florence what- 
ever they had feized from the republic ; that he would fur- 
render the eftatc of Montferrat to the marquis, making'' good 
the damage fuftaincJ by that prince from the detention of his 
dominions \ that he would grant a full pardon to Vermio and 
others who had carried arms in the Venetian fervice. The 
article moft difputed was the town of Pontremola^ which at 
length was ceded to Philips on condition that all the plunder 
taken from the Florentine inhabitants fbould be reftored. Be- 
fore the peace was ratified by the fenate, an ambafly was dif- 
patched to demand Cornaroy who had not returned with the 
other prifoners, with orders to break off all that had been 
agreed upon, if Philip (hould refufe his rclcafe. Upon their 
arrival they opened their infiruclions, and had an audience 
of the duke, who gravely told them he was forry for the refolu- 
, ^ tion of the fenate, fince if was not poflible for him to comply 
with their requeft. Upon this the ambaflkdors were proceeding 
ornaro extremities, when he told them at length, that the body 
of Cornaro they might take back, but the foul, all that w^s 
valuable, had taken its flight two days before. It was indeed 


dies in 
prifon. 


^ Sabel. 1 . 3. d. 3. 

(6) Wl^at the GibeUine and I explained in the general hifloi^y 
f/* i^fadions were, has been • of Italjy vol. xxvi. 
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true, that Cornaro died of ?,rief at his difgrace in being made 
a jirifoner. Hii bravery, his noble fpirit, and generofity, had 
acquired him the eftcem of PhUip^ by whom he was no lefs 
lamented than by his own countrymen. The ambafladors re- 
turning with me melancholy news the peace v.ms ratified, and 
the mutual articles performed with all convenient expedition 

It is remaikable that in every treaty between the Veneham 
zt\d Philips tliough each party was heartily tiled of war and 
defirous of peace, yet forr.cthing always occurred to prevent 
its being folid and durable. One time an article was granted 
unwilling!/, and foon became a caufe of contention : another, 
a peace was made only to enable the paities to refume the 
war with hefh vi^^c ur ; in gthe prefent cafe, fome diftcrences 
betw'ccn Philip aiid cite pope irofe immediately after the con- 
grefs at Ferrara^ diltu-hed the public tianquility, and even 
prevented tiic clFe»5is of that treaty. The Venetians could not 
be iJlq fpeiiators while .heir countryman was molefted in his 
pontifical dignity. As Engentus had ever fince his promotion 
llrongly fupported them againft PA/7i/>, giatitude obliged them 
now not to be indifferent to his intereffs. Philip had never 
acknt^wledged his authority ; and now that he found himi'elf 
dilengaged from war, he could better purfue his diflike to the 
pope, which he did with great animofity and rancour “ : but 
for the particulars of this war the reader muff confult the vo- 
lume above quoted. 

While the war between the pope and Vifeontiy in wbicli 
the Venetians a^leJ only as auxiliaries, Carrarioy who had 
been abfent when his father was put to death at Veuicfy and 
ever fiiice lived in Germany^ w^as folicited by Philip to return 
to Itaiyy thinking by his means to ftir up the Paduans againll 
the republic. After an exile of thirty years he came back to 
his native country, where he remained for fome months con- 
cealed, endeavouring to prevail upon the Paduans to throw 
oft' the Venctia.i yoke, and receive him as their lawful prince. 
His promifes were ib liberal, and ilie expectations ib great 
which he had railed in many, that his refforation w’as eagerly 
^efired. I'he inhabitants ^)f Veroim and Vhiccnza were parti- 
cularly difpofed to fivour him, and juft ready to declare them- 
felves, when the ienalc receiving intelligence of the dcfign, 
gave orders he might be feized : accordingly Carrario^ in 
the habit of a German merchant, and feverai of his friends 
and accomplices, were brought to Venieey convicfled, and put 
to death 

■ Hill, des Papes. Tom. iv. ^ 
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This year it was that the Genorfe refolved to throw off the 
detniiiion ot who had governed them with a defpotic 

/way for a great number of years without the leaft regard or- 
tendernefs lor their ancient cuftoms and liberty, Spinc/a^ who 
had hern prifoner in Fenice fince the action with Loretanoy 
w:’*; the gieat fomenter of this revolt : he had contracted 
ftiicl intiir.ac'ijs and warm fiiendfiiips with feveral noble Ve~ 
(iunng his confinenicnt : by them he was often ex- 
hoiied and excited to encourage his countrymen to recover 
the iibcjty they had as fcolilhly as bafely furrendered. They 
reminded him of the former fplendor of the citj before it was 
enfiaved and fiihjeCied to thecapiice and will of a tyrant: 
how mean and pitiful it was to give up the freedom which 
their anccllors had fo bravely afiuted at the hazard of their 
lives : how unbecoming that a city, heritif the mdftrf of 
many other cities and large dominioi.s, firould be r!v. '1 \v', 
the vaflal of a petty prince, inferior in power ana •.* !v :o 
hcrfcjf. In flrorr, they gave him room to hope f,: 
fopplies of men, money, and piosiilons, if he on i .-. i.' ■. ;'.dc 
his countrymen to follow what their oun \\ i ■ n? ■■ ns 

and inclinations ftron?lv rh51::c ’;. I ’: v ... 
both they and ili C I £nn/ui I t i ' ‘ t ’I;;’' i^Vll 

hbcityto recover the frecd<m(^f , o., ■ > <>; In c* ^ . .*1 

icfcntnicnt they b^re toy'.,-./, -o ! ; Vtl 

that both iiates n-*ufthavch.r a I 

with iliefe remoiillMiK t\‘ , re' .rr. . ^ ^ h . )rx- 

diitcl. let every engnic at v\ork to eii Ct a . - 'nf » . i>'- 

cc!j :n inSarrnij^: tl-t' con.n'on people \\ as lo i * 
kfs than the inftuence of oV:;/y.% /ov./ could p. . •( 
longer to fnppor: the IVluiiKcJc althouj^.- • to 

thiov/ themlel'es into the pO'Acred' anctther maliei -.rr* 

ful, but equally proud and hau^^inv : but the p(. ■ , 
rnuf^d forelav/ that any involution up^-n this occaiio. 
hii handb were fully ciiiphoyed othe.u ays, would be oi\*l 
txc!ufi.*'n of his imperial domirirm, exerted himfelf f • ar- 
tily in hchnlr of Vij:or.U^ :hjt iiic tunuiit^i excited by S/-: ola 
were for the time appetf, d,tand ali thoughts of a rcvolulioa 
deferred to a more conveniciu nppoitunitv 

In the w^ar between pope hi'pcnius and Vifconii^ Sforza 
connnanded the troops of the ivfy fee and the Ftrjftian auxi- 
liaries. Difputes arole betv/een fum and the republic rcfpeCl- 
ing his pay : Cfmo de Medids c ame purpofely from Florence 
to Fenice in order to coticiliatc the parties y but his media- 

*BARRA|[Tft. Allcmagnc, v, 8. Sabcl. 1. 3/ d. 3 .‘Bx.ond. 
I.o d..^. 
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tion proving abortive, Sforza made up his quarrel with Philip apd 
returned to hrs fervicc. Both the Venetians and Picinino were 
ofrendcd at this treaty ; the latter was particularly enraged, 
and every where exclaimed againft the ingratitude oi Philips as 
if a i'liendlhip loi Sforza was an injury done to himfclf : but 
if his rcfcntnient io Philip had excited himfclf to a more ear- 
neU dnchaige ol his duty, he attacked Ojiafio Polentano^ prince 
ot Ruverma^ v^ ith fo much vigour and fuccefs, that he was 
at lall compelled to forfake the Venetian alliance and embrace 
the part’v ot Philip, Soon after this he took hnola and Bo- 
lognia from the pope, and m every refpecSt performed greater 
fervicts to the ca ne o: Vifonti than he had ever done before 
his qiM-rel. It xvouio he txflicult to determine whether Pici- 
711 dj h cojiduct was aclaatcd by a rivalfliip o\ Sforza by more 
gCiKif'os motives, or by found policy and his endeavours to 
ihew Phiip me importance of his fiiendftiip, and force of his 
mciu^ Ail we know is, that he rendered Vifonti lignal fer- 
vices, aihl did the pope, Venetians^ and their allies irreparable 

MliLLA'TO’i who commanded the VeneUaii army in the Mellato 
HKMJi* iinic, was not idle : after he had recovered all the 
taken in B:rgnmrfe\rj Picinino in the Lift campaign, 
he i.»nercd tlvj Lrcmoiwle,, and every wdiere earned with him 
ten^ tind-dcioLuion. Pichutto,^ htaiing of Mellato's progrefs, 
uur.il V.J all hts detachments, marched into the Cremonejt^ and 
ctK.i.nped hctvveon the Po and the city Crniwm. Paflin-j; the 
livi!, he went and bciic^cd Cafcl- Mdju)\ which he knew Picinino 
woidd divert Mcllaio from his other defigns. "^f'he event an- hefages 
his conjecture i for Mcllaio having ftrongly garrifoned 
ali ihc places he pofleilcd in the Ciernonfe^ marched to CajJ'd- 
Major and i'ound means to throw in a reinforcement. Hav- 
ing fully fupplied SoPinna^VL itrong place of equal confequence, 
and placed centincls and corps du gard along the river, he 
encamped at twelve nides from Cttl/cly his army not 

being llrong enough to raife the fiege by a battle. Picinino^ 
taking advantage of his fuperior h)rce, wliich confifted of 
twenty thoufand fine trcJbps, alfnoll double the number of 
Mcllato\ army, profecuted the fiege with unwearied diligence, 
and gieat vigour For nineteen days fucceffively did he bat- 
ter the wails, almoft without intermiffion, or any great fuc- 
cefs. The fenafc entertained hopes that he might at length 
be forced to^abandon the fiege, both from the ftrength of the 
place and the obitinacy of the garrifon ; but their expecia- 

'f Pass, apud Sabbl. Mont. Conniicnt. I. 4. • * Blond. 
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tions were foon difappointed by the fudden fall of a ftrong 
tower, fuppofed to have been undermined by the treachery of 
Ibme of the garrifon, corrupted by Picinino. So alarmed were 
the befieged with this accident, that they hung out a flag of 
truce, and offered to capitulate upon reafonable and moderate 
terms. Their propofals were equivocally anfwered, which 
more flrongly confirmed the governor in his fufpicions. Mean 
time Pianino was feheming the de(f ruction of the Venetian 
army: he delayed the capitulation, until the ifi'ue of an am- 
bufeade laid {ox Mellato fhould appear; but the plot being 
difeovered, a capitulation was figned, and the garrifon per- 
mitted to march out with the honours of war, their arms, 
and ammunition. 

After Gonz^ga\i2Li refigned the command of the Venetian 
army, a report was propagated of his intention to enter into 
treaty with Philip : upon this the Vimtian fenate fent ambaf- 
fadors to him to dlfluadc him from a defign fb injurious to the 
republic. Notwithftanding he had refigned his poft of gene- 
ral, yet a confiderablc body of the Mantuan horfe afled under 
Mellato\ and though Gonzaga geneially refided ox Mantua^ 
he often made cxcurfions, upon occafions of confequeiice.*, to 
the army to aflift Mellato with his advice and counfel. The 
ambaffadors finding him at Mantua^ received the flrongeft 
afliiranccs of his intention to preferve the fricndfiiip of the 
Venetians inviolably, with which anfwer they returned fully 
Gonu- ratified. All this time Gonzaga maintained a fccret corref- 
ga’j trea^ pondence with Picinino^ in which he agreed to aflift the plan 
chtrj. he had laid down for the ruin of Mellato^ by withdrawing his 
forces and joining them to Picinino'% as foon as he becan the 
propofed attack. For this purpofe he came to the Venetian 
camp, and ftrongly advifed Mellato to quit his prefent fitua- 
tion, and march into the enemy’s country. He had fo far 
gained upon the provedatori, by the fpecioufnefs of his man- 
ners and the force of his arguments, that they concurred with 
his opinion. Pianino arrived by a fecret march upon the 
banks of the Oglioy and encamped at a ford about four nuies 
diftant from Mellato* s camp', when he difpofed every thing 
for an attack. Venetian general fufpefled thofe motions 
were only a feint to cover fome other defign, keptclofe within 
his entrenchments, and took every ncceflary precaution. I'he 
frequent motions of the enemy ftill more confirmed him in his 
opinion, that Picinino had fome other defign than to attack a 
camp ftrongly fortified by nature and art. At laft the courier 
between the treacherous Gonzaga and Picinino was taken, and 
the whole! defign difclofed to Mellato^ who tbiriking it heft 
to avoW coming to an explanation at that time, took his 

mcafiirsa 
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meafures for deceiving Gon%aga and turning the tables: Foj: 
this purpofe he detached the AJantuan horfe under Giovanni To^ 

Untino^ with orders to crofs the river fome miles above the 
enemy’s camp, and to attack them in the rear, upon a fignal 
given that the armies were engaged. Having thus difengaged 
himfeir from the Mantuans^ he gave orders for the army to 
decamp with the utmoll filcnce, in the middle of the night, 
and marched with fuch expedition that by break of day he was 
twelve miles dill:ant before the enemy were apprized of his 
motions. In this manner did he proceed unmolcffed to Bag^ 
nolo^ where he encamped and fortified himfclf in a fituation 
almoft inacccfTible Gon%aga\ ichemes being known at Ae- 
nici^ the fenaie refolved to punilh his perfidy. With this in- 
tention, a prodigious fleet, confifting of fixty-five gallics, 
eight galliots, and a number of fmall vefl'els, was equipped AJleet 
with all poflible difpatch, and the command given to Pietro equipped 
LorUano^ the old and faithful favourite of the republic. He 
had orders tb fail up the Po^ and defolate the enemy’s coun- Gonzagt. 
try. During the preparations at Venice^ Alellato propofed 
fending part of his army to Brefia^ both to refrefti the 
troops, and provide for the feciirity of the town \ he was 
ftrongly oppofed by the inhabitants, who infilled upon its be- 
ing left to their own defence. Alellato fufpefled their fide- 
lity, until, by the influence of Ftancifco Barbaro^ a leading 
perfoii in the city, the inhabitants were perfuaded to com- 
ply with his requell, and the gates were put into the hands 
of the Venetians. Barbara^ at the fame time, performed an- 
other fignal fervice to the republic, reconciling, by his pru- 
dent condufl, the heads of a fadion, whole animofity endan- 
gered the lofs of the city ^ 

PlCININOy in the mean time, was concerting meafures 
with Gunzaga and Vermio for (hutting up the lake Bonac and 
river Mincia, the only pafles by which Alellato could fup- 
ply his army with forage and provifions. Dividing his ar- 
my into four columns, Gonzaga and Vermio^ with two fepa- 
rate corps, entered the Veronefe ; and having, by the force 
of money, made themliflves irtofters of Valeza^ they foon 
over run all the country lying between the rivers and 
Alincia. Here it was that Giovanni Melavotte^ goh'g front 
Brefcia to Verona^ with three hundred horfe, fell into their 
hands, after a brave refiftance. They foon afterwards fub- 
dued the iifhabitants of the lake Benaci and Gonzaga reduced 
Pelcaray fituated at the rife of the AUncM, and Lonaia^ upon 
fhc lirefciiin momittains i forts which had formerly belonged 

^ liLOND. 1.9. d. 3. Sabel. 1. 3. d. 3,^ 
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to him, but were now garrifoned by Venetians. Mellato^ hav- 
ing received reinforcements from ErejVia.^ volunteers raifed by 
Barharo^ and multitudes of mountaineers, his army was aug- 
mented to the number of twenty tbourjiul ftronii ; but find- 
ing that Picinino^ by Gonzaga^s jundtion, was hill fuperior, 
and ful'peiling the fidelity of fcvcral of his own officeis, lie 
waved his intention, and cantoned the army in the neigh- 
bouring towns and fortreffes- Picinino, being thus at liberty 
to act as he pleated, lei his army to befiege Sales ; which, 
after fome time loft, he was forced to rtlhupnih, on account 
of the brave and obftinatc defence of th.e garriion After 
this he drew near FeUdana and Mannhia^ by the teiror of 
his arms compelling the Foilutv the inhabitants of 

M-onteclao to embrace the caufe ot Fijlonti. Ht nee he march- 
ed to Poniogiic^ which, with ibxeral other town:>, he reduced 
’before the end of the campaign. 

PHILIP'S arms weie no lets fucccfsfui in another fjuar- 
ter. In the valley of Ctmsna he canii d all bei’ufe hin:, ///r- 
tonio heihari his general there, bavin: by foicc rr pcirui.fion, 
reduced all the inhabitants to h:s obci'itncc : rurwever, he 
did not loi»g retain hi:. conquclH; for the di'igf.*: and fa taful 
Barbaro uf Brcfcia r'lifed g vat bodies of mounti’ inters, whom 
he fent under the conduct of J.c'^naydo AiioFLi'^'ga ag;:inft 
Bechar i . J L t : n loon d i o\ c the c :it j 1 1 y o ii r o 1 the c cAi n - 

fryw'ilh great fiaugr.cer ; alter v,l'.ich lie over-run the whole 
territory, dedroying e\eiy thing with . harhain\i', furv. aid 
feverclv pnnifliing the cowardice and pcinnj ot uie iniien.ble 
inhabitants of the valley 

DuRiXf- thefe exploits PLitiino defeated Gr/.ti, w'ho was 
difpatthed by Jl Vtlato., v\i;n a l^iAly oi ^Ir.ce hunviud toot and 
two hundred horfe, to rciiiioite Chiava^ at that time bc- 
fieccd by ttie A'l lanefe L'cnera’’ ; after u'nith he iii\ cited 
Rhoads but not before he had compleutcd the rcdudlion of 
Chutia. Mcllaio aj.prehciiding the dirngjo or the town from 
the weaknefs of the g-u ii«' n, da :cheJ i body of troops, all 
volunteers, from me n'toiiiitairs <>t I' alb ' jU a and Scroticna, to 
raife the fiege, or at leait M icimi^rce the gairl.on^ An 
ambufeade W'n*; laid lor it? cm by Pirrujw \ but \he I tnetian 
general conducted his affairs fo prudently that theencin\’3 
ichemc was bafiled, a general engagement bi ought on between 
both armies, and tbc Alilaneji general forced to relmqnifh his 
enterp/izc. After an obftinate confli< 5 t a retreat wus founded 
by mutual confent, and the armies feparated wicltout victory's 

^ Mont. Com, 1 . 4. Pass, apud Sab£l. 1 . v d. 3, Blond. 
I. 9. d. fi, * Blond. 1 . 9. d. 3^ ^ Mont, ibid. 
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declaring for either ; Mellato returned to and Pldmm 

to Coloigrtes Policy and zeal, however, made Barbara pro- 
claim a complete victory all over Brffria\ that Pic'inino was 
bri'ltcn and reixilli-d with p;reat flaughte**, and that the night 
onlv had ])rc'vented the total deftruction of his army. ,Nor 
wa'j th:s report confined to /V/ only ; it difFufed itfclf to 
Ve which excited fo general a joy, that the people flocked 
to the ni.irlvct-[)!ace to congratulate each other upon the 
narrow t feape of their army, and complete defeat of the ene- 
my. 'I’hc city at this time fvvarmed with failors, raifeJ for 
manning the fleet intended againft Gonzaga : they foon be- A tumult 
came riotous in their mirth ; they began with pulling down in v'ciiice. 
flails and (hops, to make luel for their bonfires. At Taft the » 
tumult became fo g-^cat as to require the intervention of the 
magillcria! aiffhority ; but this was likevvife defpifed, and the 
mob continually encreafiniy, . the whole city was in danger 
of facing plundered and burnt, through the unruly and un- 
bridled licenrioufficfs of the tumuhiious failors, when Lore- Appeafid ■ 
tarn interpofed : h.* was held in fiich great vcneiation among hy Lore- 
them that their palhcais foon yielded to his arguments. The tano. 
tunfult was quelled, the mob difperfed, and public tranquility 
clhblilhcd by this almiral, whole reputation and popularity 
cfFciSlcd what the fenate and dogs found too difficult for their 
authority. He had for the fpacc of tw^enty years been the 
conftant and faithful fervant of the republic : his mildncfs, 
modelty, liberality, and affability, h:J gained hhn the gene- 
ral efteem : he was not more rofpeikd by the people for his 
bravery and gcncrofuy, than by the doge nnd leniu'e for the 
fweetnefs of his manners, and zeal for the public fcrvice. 


Notwithffandino; his 


he was now appointed to con- 


duct one ol the moft formidable armaments ever equipped by 
the republic, and to cxccuic a conimiffiion of equal delicacy 
and importance. 

PICJNINO^ during the preparations at IWice, carried all 
before him by his vigilance, activity, ard the fupeiioriry of 
his army. Marching from Coloig.us to Rhdd with all his 
forces, he profecuted tlfc ficgcVo Mgoroufly that the gairifon 
was foon forced to furrender at difcretioii. He then reduced ^ 
Bam vlh Patermay and Pafzrrii. In the fpace of one week 
he forced the MontiLiilanSy yulhnsy Oruiansy and BricvfcSy 
together the forts oi^Ifca and Valhjp'ui to fubniit to 
Philip, A few days after he pofi’effed himfelf of all the Bref- 
dan plains, a gieat part of the mouruains; and the whole 
tcriitory, the new ihges excepted. His fiefign was to fluic 
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Mellato up in Brefcia^ where, in a little time, for want of 
provifions, he niuft furrender The Venetian^ ftifpeding 
his intention, anJ aware of the confequencc of being pent 
up in that corner, left a itrong garrifon in the city, and, 
with the refidue of the army, began his march about the 
middle of the night towards Verona, Blondus fays, Mellato 
had with him five thoufand horfe and foot ; but Montano and 
Pajius of Arhiiini^ who were both prefent in the whole war, 
affirm that his army did not exceed three thoufand. He firft 
marched to the banks of the uver Aiincia^ which he attempted 
to ford before Va!czia; but wasdifappointed on account of the 
depth of the water, and the oppofition from the enemy. Upon 
this he returned to Brefchy and was clofely purfued by Pici~ 
nino^ who might probably have furrounded the Venetians^ had he 
taken the precaution of fending a body of troops to intercept 
their return, upon the prefumption that they would be unable 
to advance. Aldlato^ finding it would be inffpoflible to ifub- 
fift longer in Brcjda^ determined to hazard every thring to avoid 
Mellato furrendering by famine ^ He projedJed the fcheme of leading 
propofes his troops to Verona^ over mountains, and through forefts 
mjfftng the which had always been deemed impaflable. Nothing in •hif- 
mountains, exceeds the difficulty of this march, which was equal to 
HannibaFs over the Alps. The army fet out from Brefcia 
about midrnght, pafled through the vale of Suabia to the 
mountains, every foldier being furnifhed with as much pro- 
vifion as he could conveniently carry. They continued their 
march through rocks, bogs, forefts, and deferts for the whole 
night and all the fucceeding day without halting. The in- 
habitants of the valley of Suabia^ fubjedled to the bifhop of 
knowing their maftcr’s dillike to the Venetians^ took 
arms, and grievoufly harraffed the rear of the army. Mel- 
lato's orders were, that the foldiers (hould keep clofe to their 
colours ; but that was impoffible in the difficulty of the 
roads, where frequently only one man could pafs, while the 
horfes came tumbling down with their riders from precipices. 
This, and the fatigue of the foot, occafioned the loitering 
of numbers behind, who were coiiftamly knocked on the head 
by xheSuabians. For the defence of the wearied infantry, Mel^ 
lato ordered a troop of horfe to lead up the rear, and often 
to difmount, in order to accommodate foldiers unable to pro- 
ceed. He w'as foremoft in every danger, difficulty, and 
hardfhip. The troops were arfimated by his example, and 
fo aiFecled with the goodnefs of their general, that they 

Blond. Ifp. d. 3. Mont, p, 27, * Montan. ibid. 
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^ chearfully performed exploits beyond their natural firength. 

After having travelled two days, the army halted to refrefli 
[ on the top of a mountain \ and as foon as the wearied 
Vfoldiers had with food and deep recruited their exhaufted fpi- 
\its, Mellato gave orders to proceed on their march by break 
qf day. He knew the neceffity of expedition, as the bilhop 
of iT rent would not fail to take advantage ©f their defperate 
fituaiion. On this day’s march he was joined by Pario Lo^ 
dron^ who followed him with a confiderable body of moun- 
taineers from Brefcia^ and had, in fpite of fatigue and dan-^ 
ger, refolve^ to lhare the fortune of Mellato and the Ve?ie- 
tian army. 

In the mean'time the bifliop ofTrent^ having notice that ^heterri- 
Mellato was paiTing through his dominions, raifed all ^le dijlrtfs 
forces he could^o block up the palTes, and hem him in on eve* 
ry fide. This prelate ordered a ftrong body of troops to feize 
upon <he declivity of a fteep and ftrong mountai*, over which 
Mellato muft* neceflarily march by an exceeding narrow path. 

Without an enemy the place was horrible ; two men could 
fcarce pafs a-breaft, aad the mountain was almoft perpendi- 
cular^; above appeared nothing but ftones and rocks ; nor 
was the profpeil below Icfs dreadful ; the brain turned giddy, 
and the moft refolute courage was difmayed : the leaft flip 
of fhe foot, or the flighted accident would have fent the paf- 
fengers tumbling into eternity ; how horrible then muftithave 
been to encounter an enemy from above, and the immenfc 
ftones they fent rolling down with prodigious force ! Mcl* 
lato perceiving the troops quite diftieartened with the danger, 
advanced with a detachment againft the enemy : he made a 
I’weep round the hill, and fcrambled up with a fpirit and refo- 
lution that amazed his own troops, and confounded the ene- 
my, who weie foon broke and defeated. Having happily ef- 
fe<5led this he returned to the army, who impatiently waited 
the event of the expedition. To add to the mifery of this 
day’s march, every little rivulet was fwel led with the deluges 
of rain, and rendered fcarce fordable. Nothing but neceffity 
and an invincible courage^could Surmount the numberlefs dif- 
ficulties that concurred : an enemy barbarous to a degree, 
famine, fatigue, mountains, rocks, tempeftuous weather, and 
almoft impaffable defeits : thefe, together with ficknefs which 
now prevailed, made up the horrid catalogue. At length, af- 
ter three day* march, they de(Sa«ded to the plain, on the banks 
of the river which runs from the mountains of 7r^«/to 

the lake Benac : here the army was obliged to ftop, the fords 
being found too deep for the paflage of the iiifai^ry. Next 
mornin^l^e-oppofitc (hor? of the river was covered wpth Ver- 
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m/Vs troops, dKi^atched by Picmino along the lake to oppofc 
thepaflage of the Fenetians : they were likewife purfued and 
attacked in the re.ir by the bifliop of Trent^ who by this time 
had collei^ed an army greatly fuperior to Mcl!atd*'S, In thir 
extremity the Venetians were relieved by the courage and con* 
du(i of a fubaltern officer, who propofed that in the 
torches fhoiild be tied to their lances, and the am*;’ ^iich 
as if detcririiiied to attempt the palfage of ilu 'iver rather 
than perifli in their'prefent fituation. 'The cne ny, who de- 
fended the pais by which it was dcfigncd to efc pe, obferved ' 
the Venetlany make towards the river, and ,thc\ ^doubted not 
but their iiucntion was to open themiel'.cs . way thiough it 
by the t'word. Without hefitation'they pOi:;td down frewn the 
mountains to attack Mellato in the rear ; but no fooner 
moved than feized upon their poft wiu. a fmall pa*.ty 

he had with him, and made a fignal for the red of the forces 
that he was Tn pofleffion. Immediately a fhont of i<1y was 
heard all over the army, and the enemy perceiving their mif- 
take endeavoured to regain the pafs ; but they were received 
by Pilofus \w\i\\ a courage equal to his condm^, and rc^iiilfed 
with great {laughter. Then did A'Mlato purfue his maich, 
croffing the river without oppofition, by which the arrriy 
found themfclves next day in a plentiful country, after hav- 
ing long fuHained the utmoil preflure of fatigue and hunger 
in barren mountains. The change was a paradife to them, 
and Pilofus regarded as a tutelary angel both by the general 
and foldicrs. Mellato was fo fenfiblc of his fervices, that he 
immediately preferred him to the poft of centurion, and re- 
commended him to the fenate as the preferver of the Vene- 
tian army. 

During thefe tranfaflions in the mountains of Trento 
Loretano with the Venetian fleet entered the Po ; but found 
his paflage obflrudcd by Gonzaga^ who had caufed great piles 
to be driven in the river, upon which he laid ftrong planks, 
building forts at every tw^eiity paces diflancc, and filling up 
the fpacc-s with flrong iron chains in fuch a manner as made 
them impaffable He Jike^wife ftKongly garrifoned Sermena, 
a ftrorig town upon the Poj and took his meafurcs fo well as 
cffeflually flopped Loretano^ This admiral waited for three 
weeks, every day in expectation of the land forces ; at laft 
wearied out he refolvcd to b^^iege Sermcna^ but found the 
place too well prepared to enfertain hopes of fucceeding with- 
out a greater force of infantry. Chagrined with difappoint- 
ment Loretam fell fick, and died uitiverfally regretted. 

^ Sabel. ibid. 
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While Mellato was croffing the mountains laid 

fiege to New OrgeSy ,and carried it through the treachery and 
porruptipn of Pietro Luca^ whom Mellato had difpatched with 
jjiree hundred horfc to reinforce the garrifon, and take upon 

n the command. After this he received orders from Phil^^ 
tl^gh late in the feafon, to befiegc Brefcia^ which had long picinin. 
bcctk the objedl of his ambition. Picinhio immediately led lay^jUgc 
his arii7y,'^-<mnMing of twenty thoufand fighting men, and a to Brcfcia. 
great numbel^p battering pieces againft this city, and without 
delay opelted me trenches. Before this fieg^ few hiftorians 
take notice ^(Icannon ufed by the Italians^ though it is ima- 
gined the iiive^mn was known toV'the Venetians at the time 

* when Chioggia wJh taken by the Genoefe. Baromus exprefly 

mentions, that by means of them the fiege of Venice was 
raifed, and blocked up in Chioggia. Upon the 

prefent occafion we are told, that Pkinino had pieces of can- 
non fent him from Milan^ which carried bullets of three 
hundreef weighl. Hisbatteiies played fo furioufly againft the 
tower of Momhellam^ and other parts of the city, that feve- 
ral breaches were made in the walls, and the garrifon began 
to talk* of capitulation ’ : however, Barbara the governor. 

•and fome of the chief officers, ftill determined to defend it 

' to the laft extremity. By agreement among them it was re- 
folvcd^ that Chrijiophoro Donato^ the chief civil magiftratc, 
ftiould keep open table, and generoufly entertain all degrees 
of men, •that they might the better fupport the fatigues of 
the fiege, and more fecurely be fixed in their allegiance to the 
republic : that Barbara^ who was the higheft military magi- 
ilrate, equally zealous for the public good, generous and 
brave, fliould by the fame means animate and fupport the 
garrifon. Barbara nothing which could prompt them 

to their duty ; he even' feigned letters and ^melVages of fpeedy 
fuccour pfomifed him, by which and his own example there 
was not an indivulual t,n the garrifon who had not rather 

* perifti than fubmit. Thus infpirited he made feveral fuccefs- 
ful fallies, whereby the enemy were often repulfed with great 
flaughter, and their batteries defkoyed. All the breaches 
made in the day were repai^jd at night, and the beliegers fur- 
prized with finding complete walls next morning as they were 
preparing to ftorm the city ; even the w^oinen laboured with 
indefatigable induftry, danger and the example of Barbara 
infpiring thenfwith unufal ma^Slgnimity and courage. At 
laft difeafe and famine were near producing what neither the 
power or fkill of the enemy could effedl:. To obviate this 
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infupportablc evil, proclamation was made for all thofe un- 
able or unwilling to bear arms to retire from the city. In 
confequence of this, one half of the inhabitants removed, ; 
with their wives and families The city appeared in a 
manner dtfolate ; but the courage oF thofe who remainef’ 
w/s unappalled. Although the aflaults of the enemy wer j 
more frequent, and their hopes augmented in propoitior as 
the number of the befiegcd was diminiflied, yet --were 
always warmly received, and repulfed. At^J^t the walls 
round the towejr Momhellanc being levelled to tfc ground, it 
was rctblvcd to ftorm the garrifon : PtcininOy |t the head of 
his beft troops, began th^ aflault, and contv, L^d it for the 
whole day without intermiflion ; v.^hen, toy 'ius the evening, 
his foldiers, unable longer to withftand the fury of the bc- 
fieged, were broken and defeated. 'I'he "ittack was renewed 
for three days fucceflively ; but always unluccefsfully : the 
befieged were not to be overcome either with fatigue, dan- 
ger, or any kind of hardfliip ”, Pianino^ perceiving they were 
refolved to buy death with the defiruftion of his army, re- 
folved to break up the fiege, and fave the remainder of his 
broken forces. Thus, after fpinning out the campaign to the 
middle of the winter, after enduring all the extremities of cold 
and fatigue, after the lofs of near three thoufand of his troops, 
befides a great number of nobility and gentlemen of the firfl: 
rank in lialy^ after having exbaulled his whole {lock of 
military shill and cunning, he was compelled to retire from 
the walls of a city defended by a handful of brave militia. 

During the fiege of Brefcta Mellato was not idle : as 
foon as he had recovered the fatigue of his late march he 
entered upon aflion. His firft care wgs to try every method 
to fuccour Brcfcia ; but they all proving fruitlefs he reduced 
Bar go and Corvario ; here the brave Pilofus received a con- 
tulion, of which he died before the arrival of the phyficians 
and furgeons f'ent to his afiirtance by the fenate. The grief 
was generai for the lofs of this hero, though of private rank® : 
his body was bi ought to Peuice^ and interred at the public ex- 
pcnce. Such were the m^ny examples of public honours be- 
Itowcd upon private fubje£tb , of valour and merit, by that wife 
and politic ilate. Upon this occafion too the fenate confer- 
ed tke title and authority of general ovi Mellato^ in acknow- 
ledgment ot his late good conduft, and in reward of his 
former ex[)loits : nor was Zt rbaro forgot ; Ms zeal, fpirit, 
and indefatigable induflry met with a recompence and ho- 
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nours adequate to the high degree of his merit, and the fenfe 
i the republic had of his unwearied Joyalty and fidelity p. Am- 
I gadre^ a native of Brcfda^ wasfoliciting the fenate for the re- 
y ief of his brave countrymen, and the doge earncftly exhort-* 
ing them to fend immediate fupplies, when a meflenger ar- 
Mved from Barbara with the joyful intelligence that the flfege 
^sraifed. Neither the fenate, or Avogadre y cou\d 
crcKr:l 7 rneffenger before they had read Barbara'^ difpatches : 
they were equally flruck with ama7.ement and admira- 

tion at the olftinate valour of the garrifon. The whole city 
was in a blaJe with bonfires, and a joy appeared every where, 
equal to wl?^M.might be expefted had P'enicc been relieved from 
a fiege. A rcw^^d was fent to every individual in the garri- 
fon i the w'ivcs of the dead were ordered to be fupported at 
the public charje^ and particular honours decreed to Barbara 
and the othe^officers. 

After the dilgrace before Brefday Pidnhio bcfieged and 
reduced Lodr^ny affembled his troops, and proceeded to Rg- 
manoy which he inverted; but this place, ftrong by art and 
nature, and well provided and garrifoned, bniflcd all his at- 
tempt?. Finding he could make no impreliion, he retired, 
wifch his troops, into their former winter-quarters 'K 

During thefe tianfadlions in the depth of winter, the 
fenate, by the advice of Nuholaa D'/Fjiey w’erc taking nica- 
furcs to regain the fiiendfhip of 5 /Vzr/, whom they now 
found to be of more confequcncc than they imagined ^ They 
likewife laboured with all their might to engage the Floren-^ 
thus in their qiMrrcl, this republic having, iince the difmif- 
fion of SforzHy been entirely neutral and inaeffive. Sforza 
was difgurted prevarication about the promife of 

giving him his daiigmcr in marriage. That prince had de- 
tached him from the alliance of Fcnice in fuch a manner, 
that he thought no rekntment could induce him to enter 
again into a fcrvice in which he had been fo grofsly af- 
froJitcd. Some farcaftical Urokcsfrom his rival Pldninoy ad- 


ded greatly to S/ij/ Ssr/s indignation. At the ficgc of Brefday 
Pidnino being asked, to^w’hat yurpofe he lavilhed his own 
and the foldicrs blood to procure a city which would fooii 
come by inheiitance to his j^al ? he replied, “ Do you 
linifli the bufincfs, and ftall be time enough at La 
5 difi^ppoint this ditlicate bi 

mirth to'^ur own advantaK-'^ In (hort, the duplicity of 
Vifeontiy and his aniinofuy 4 Pidninoy determined this ge- 
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ncral to liften to the Venetians^ who were even profufe in 
their offers of fervice. Montano tells us, that a penlion of 
two hundred and twenty thoufafid ducats, an incredible fum 
in thofc days, was afBgned him *. 

The Florentines withftood all the exhortations, remon- 
ftr^nces, and folicitations of the Venetian envoy, until the*' 
had certain alfui ance that Sfrza was reconciled and eng^ltf. 
Though they pcrfeftly well knew that if Philip Con- 

quered the Venetians his next attempt would be^^ainft them- 
felves, yet neither this nor any other argument^ could roufe 
or ftimulate them to their own defence. ThC ^levation of 
Vifeonti muft prove their fall ; the b'allance o^*^wer in Italy 
would be loft by the deprcflion of their ffr'I republic ; but 
all arguments of reafon and policy wen ineffeflual until 
Sforza had actually figned the alliance witK V^njee. Whether 
their condudt proceeded from fonie fccret cor>nrvance with 
Sforza^ or arofe from the confidence they had in his valour, 
hiftory is filent j certain it is that they now firft acceded to 
* the treaty. The triple alliance was concluded about the mid- 
dle of Fibruary : among other articles it was exprefly ftipu- 
latcd, that the two republics ftiould immediately remit to 
Sforza the pay of three thoufand foot and tw^o tfu^ufand 
horfe ; that all the towns, forts, and cities, with their depen- 
dencies, conquered in courfe of the w»ar, fliould be given to 
Sforzeu Creviona alone excepted, which was to revert to the 
Venetians \ that \i Cremona only fhould betaken, it fhould 
in this cafe become the property of Sforza^ the general and 
commander in chief of the combined army ; that any num- 
ber of forces he fhould think neceflary, be lc\dcd at 

the joint cxpcnce of both ftates; xhzi fjurza fliould di redly 
march into Lombardy to relieve the Venetians^ who were hard 
pufhed in that quarter : Nicholao U JBfle was likewife in- 
cluded in this treaty ; and it was ftipulatcd to fupport, 
at the expence of the republics, Guido Favalino with fifteen 
hundred horfe and three hundred foot, together with his fon 
Borfia with one thoufand horfe, as auxiliaries, to ad by the 
direflion of Sforza h ^ 

PHILIP^ finding that ht was miftaken in his conjedurcs 
concerning Sforza^ left no ftoL^i unturned to regain his friend- 
(hip, but he was too far engaged to retrad with honour; 
befidcs, he paid little regard tojpromifes, which 1; "a already 
fo often been falliSed. At although thiS' league was 

eagerly defired, it was fufpedcdj. jealoufies were entertained 
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of Sfirza^s fincerity : however, their prefent diflrefs and the 
event juftified the wifdom of the fenate’s conduit (A). i 

PICININOy underftanding that the league was formed, A.Id. 
rtook every precaution to withftand the powerful army which 14 '.7. 
lie doubted not would be levied by the allies : he held \:on* \ 

5 ^^ations with Gonzaga concerning the operations of the enfu- 
in^ ; he thought if the war could be transferred into 

the Padua, Vincenzan territories, that it would prove an 
advantage tl Philips and greatly diftrefs the enemy. This 
feemed a plr|i eafily executed, if a fortrefs or two in which to 
form magfetf^s could be feized. The whole plan was after- 
wards ponzaga\ who intended nothing more by 

it than to remove the feat of war at adiftance from himfelf ^ 
he farther pro^Jrd, that the fleet upon the Po might be 
brought either' by land or water to the river Adue^ by means 
of wliich he could greatly diftrefs and harrafs the enemy 
liut ftcretly.as this projeit was concerted obtained 

fomc intelligence of it, which he immediately tranfmitted to 
P'^enice ; but his accounts were difregarded. Thus Gonzaga, 
having built eight gallics at Hojlilia, fent them with infinite 


Montan, ubi fupra. 


(A) While the league was in 
agitation, a very extraordinary 
propofal was made to the fe- 
ll ate by a native of Candia, one 
Sorbolleij of carrying a fleet 
over land to tfic*. for 

the relief of Brt/cia\ at that 
time clofely befiegcd by Pid- 
nino, ^or holla was a mechanic 
of a buiy, enterpiizing, and 
projefling difpofition j but 
withal ingenious and fenflble. 
The fcheme was firfl: received 
as an impradicable and wild 
whim of the imagination, Tug 
gefled by folly and madnels 


was to be fupplied with every 
thing necefTary for the execution* 
Sorbolla immediately fet to work: 
he firfl had the fleet, confiiling, 
according to Bkndus, of two 
gallics, three galliots, and 
twenty- five fmall ve/Tcls, towed 
up again ll the ftream of the ri- 
ver to Verona^ and from 
thence to Mora, By land the 
fhips were moved by engines 
upon rollers of a fmooth hard 
wood for the fpace of fix miles 
from Mora to the lake of St. 
^ ^ndrcnjSz, At length, three 
months after he left Vemce, he 


but ai^T the fenatc had perufe^ arrived at Tor holies with his 
and irat^rrhed SorboUd^s memo| fleet, to the infinite fatigue of 
rial, they ^Jjfgan to entertar himfelf, and amazement of all 
fome notion of the propofa) >^0 beheld him — *“'- 


and an high opinion of thJ 
projedlor. At length the ex- 
periment was rcfolved upon 
and the of tlfe whole 

commitj^^ to the artil^ who 


JVl 


Before his 
arrival the fiege of Brefda was 
raifed, and Scrbollds expedition 
was attended witli advantage 
nly to himfelf, n-as well 
rewarded for his ing^t|ty. 


ex- 
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expcncc and labour to the river Jdke. Marino Contarini 
and Lodovico Molino were difpatchcd by Mcllato with a few 
. fhips, to flop their progrefs, if pofiible. Their firft attempt 
began at Cajlagyiaria : here vigorous (kirmiflies daily hap-^ 
pen^d ; but the Venetian forces being inconfiderable, the 
enemy at length gained iht ir point, and appeared on the Adj^. 
Afeafght Some days after the two fleets c.imc to an in 

which neither fide claimed victory, though ih^^^}neUans re- 
tired firft, for which the commanding officers werf difgraced 
In confequence of the retreat of the Venetians^ ^Jdnino laid 
fiegc to Leragay and reduced the befiegei' to r^. "heceflity of 
capitulating. V 

In thi.s ftatc were affairs when an englgement happened 
near the lake Bemcy which terminated moil i^^the advantage 
of the Venetians than the iaft encounter. IttaFus lay at Sales 
with a confiderable body of horfe and foot, and was oppofed 
by a corps greatly inferior to his own under Avogadre, They 
met at Modernriy a town to which Ittalus propofed aying 
fiege. The battle began with vigour, and was maintained 
with obftinacy and condudi: for the whole day : neither fide 
feemed to have any chance for vidlory, until Zmoy the Vene- 
tian admiral on the lake, bringing his fhips as elefe is poftible 
TheYcnt- tothefliore, landed a body of feanicn, who foon turned* the 
tians *vic- fcale in favour of Avogadre, The failors attacked Ittalus 
torious, (fie rear, and fo galled him, that, unable longer to keep 

the field, he retreated in djibrdcr, leaving behind a great 
number of llain, wounded, and piifoners, to the amount of 
one thoufand five hundred foldicrs. - leaped under 

favour of a dark night ; but fifty of ^ii^'chief ofticeis were 
taken *. 

A. D. the mean time Sforxa fet out for the army from La 

1438. Marcay attended by a numerous retinue of young nobility 
and gentry. On his arrival ^x. Arbniniy the hcad quartcis 
fixed for the army, he otdered a general mufter, when the 
troops were found compietc. He had heard of Picinino and 
Gon7.aga% iiitcntton of rernoving# the war into Padua and 
VincenxQy and refolvcd, if [vflible, to anticipate their projedf, 
by puftiing into Loml>ardy\ His firft attempt was upon 
Forlimpopolly which he foon reoaced ; thence marchin^ 'to 
vennay news was brought him,jthat the enemy had\cized up- 
on all the tciritories of Vcrf^ihnd Vincenza. The city Vero- 
na was clofcly befieged,"and| the burghers of both capitals 
had mutinied and expelled Venetian garrifons : in fliort. 
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without the utmoft expedition and good fortune, thofe ci- 
ties, it was feared, muft fall into the hands cf the enemy. 

I'ne cominotions arofe from the wanton opprcflion of the 
tganifuij who treated the inhabitants with unbridled licenti- ' 

'oulhcfs and rapacity. 'I'he Paduans were foon perfuad^ to 
meafurcs upon the return of their governor ; but the 
/'?: ■ •- -"'uis were more obftinate. They faid, that they wanted 
no forei^i^i^^'fence j that their loyalty to the republic, and 
their own |>ravery were fufEcient for the fecurity of their 
city, nncl tj rcpulljfc all the attacks of their enemies. The 
V -ictian iV^'ne h:ja many proofs of their fidelity and affec- 
ti' MJ, whiclrwjre/irongei^ barriers againft Philipps power than 
thoiifinds of nWtling troops. Meliato^ hearing of the ex- 
pultion of th^^arrifon, haftened thither; but finding the 
p' i,i:cn%n?is #?mly attached to the Venetians^ and that only a 
noble refentment of the infults and wrongs fuftained from 
the floops, pccafioned the prefent troubles, he greatly com- 
mended their fpirit and zeal, affured them of the prote£fion 
of the republic, and left the inhabitants to defend their own 


city/'. 

'FiIk 'fUelligence Sforza had received from Padua and the Sforza 
Veronefe made him change his meafures : quitting Ravenna marches to 
he; went to Rancannesy where he obliged Guido and Francifeo^ the Vero- 
Pianino s Ions, to retire with a large body of cavalry ioForli^ nefe. 
Hence, through the Bolognefe he pafled to Bodina^ where, 
fliipping his heavy baggage on the Po^ he proceeded through 
Farara to Adria^ and arrived in the Paduan territories, hav- 
ing eroded^ four great rivers, in half the time expcdlcd. 

Another miiui.: his army was made, and it amounted to 

iix thouland two hulkdred and forty-four horfe, and eight thou- 
fand fix hundred foot, complete and fit for a£lion. His firft 
care was to effed a jundion with the troops under A'Mlato^ 
which was happily accomplifticd by the good condiicl of both 
generals. Sforza^s army now amounted to fourteen thoufand 
horfe and eight thoufand foot, a force fufficient to carry on 


the war onenfivcly 

During tlicfe tranfa£lion^in the Paduan and Veronefe^ 
Brefcia was reduced to greaJF extremities, infomuch that no- 
thiTlp but the invincible zyl and courage of Barhuro could 
maim^^ the inhabitants ir/their allegiance. Although Pici- 


nino ha(?%aifed the January y yet during the whole ^he dif- 

winter and fpring the infefted by perpetual in- 

curfions of parties : the JUfle^by which they could receive Brefcia. 
provifion and foi^c were up; money was fcarce, as 
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the Veneiiam had remitted none for (everal months, fo ex- 
haui^ed were the finances of the republic \ and to crown theiri. 
mifery, diieale and famine prevailed to a great degree, 

■ this fituation Barbaro was indefatigable, his fpirit invinci^/iejf 
ani his invention inexhauftible : he raifed money 
own credit for the payment of his troops ; laid in great fto^s 
of chefnuts, roots, and fruits, to fupply Hie wa^^JiKicat 
and corn ; he deceived his own troops and wT^nemy by 
fei<»ned letters and correfpondences ; he c mverfer affably with 
alfdegrees of the inhabitants, and libe.zllly fpe^his fortune 
in their iupport ; his houfc was opr*i tA reliejp^*.ne hungry 
of every degree ; he procured trooj^j of ho^e y Lnter the city 
in the night with bags fluffed with hay, tj|,perfuade the in- 
habitants into a hope of frclh fupplies, an(^i\|^n the next day 
made a diftribution of wheat and barley, wnrci* he had rc- 
ferved for his own ufe ; be carried his patriotic artifice^ fo far 
as to h'’ve arrows, with fcrolls of paper, ftuc|^ at ni^ht in 
fome of ihe high towers and fteeples, as if they had been feot 
by his friends without, to acquaint him with their intentions 
of affording him fpeedy relief. , 

ITTALUS had by this time encamped within a few miles 
of the city, with a confiderable body of troops ; and Barharo^ 
on promife of being powerfully fupported by the mountainc.ers, 
refolved to diflodge him and fet fire to a part of the cnemy^s 
fleet upon the lake ^ : but though the plan for both was 
concerted with all the forcfight which human prudence could 
diredf, yet the execution failed, through fome unaccountable 
circumflances, and Barbara was repul fed with Jofjs 

BRESCIA was lituated in this manr^^^fiue Sforza's ap- 
Sforza P'O^ch obliged the enemy to raife the fi^c of Ferona and re- 
\'aijhthe tire to 5 ^* 2 //, a town on the confines of Veronefe, Sforza 
jlggg oj' then beiieged Longina^ and after feveral affauUs, in which he 
Verona, loft two of his intimate friends, obliged it to furrender. This 
andreduces fo incenfed him that he razed the walls to the ground, but 
Longina. had the humanity not to put the garrifon to the fword : then 
drawing up his army in a hollow fqi^are he marched againfl: 
the enemy, who were encan\^d a few miles diftant ; but 
they declining battle, he turii^ towards and foon 

recovered all the towns which \id been taken from re- 
public. 

Although the enemy hgrfraifed the fiegofoi F^rof^a^ 
they continued to keep it/!noc|ed up by entrenchments, 

' “ ’ """ without greaf da Jrer and imprudence, could 
not force. He therefore deXerj^ned to r^ieve the city by 

bid, ^ S; "EL. 1. y d. 3 . 
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pli&s over the mountains, which he e{Fc<^e(l, after a dange* t 
rous anc| tedious march. * i 

In the mean time both Puhtino and Sforza rxerted Partllel 
’'jbw skill about Brefcia^ the one to diftrcis, and the other 
to relieve Barbaro, The former relied chiefly on Ins f c^jfedt '' . 
knowledge of ihe country, fnares, ambulhcs, and intrigues."? f* 
Sfcr‘r,n\ genius aW comprehenfion were gieatly fitperior ; his 
fchemes'vv«.«?| ext^five, great, and v/orthy of a renowned 
commander I but iMen he neglected the minutia.*, on which 
often depent; the fii^, of the hneft hiej fehemes. I'hc fe- 
nate of Peh c was Jnd^the utmoft concern about a city that 
had fo long If^d^fa^hfull^^uftamcd all the preffure of extreme 
inifery ; thdy feif|/the moft potitivc orders to Sforza to It^ave 
no means untri^ to relieve the trufty Barharo and his brave 
garrifon. A^Vafl: itwas happily efFcdied by the defeat o\ Pi- ficinino 
anim^ and dellruclion of his army. Before the cn'\;igement 
began* animated his troops with every argument that 

could iiifpiie courage into his troops \ he fet before them the 
example of the Breftians^ and the fair profpedt of immortal 
gloryj and booty, the flrongeft inducements of any to a fol- 
dicr His difpofition was fo judicious, his choice of the 
ground fo excellent, and his courage, thro::ghout the engage • 
ment, fo confpicuous, that the fuccefs could not be attri- 
buted to the fate of war. It was the natural conrequcnce of 
that aftonifhing Jifplay of the fineft talents and capacity. He 
was fupporled by his army with all the courage he could dc- 
fire ; and a fort of rivalfhip feemed to p.^cvail vidio fhould 
belt executc^their generals commands. Picinrno^ after his 
right wing made one defperate pufli againfl- the 

I'gnciiun infantry on hie right, which they were uj.able to 
wilhiiand ; they were broken and put in confuflon, when 
Sfcr%a arrived with a frefli corps, who fuftained the enemy 
while he was rallying the difordered lines. This eft’eclcd, 
he renewed the attack with fuch impetuafity, as baffled all 
refiftance, broke the enemy, and made prodigious flatioh- 


ter, Piclnino cfcaping with difficulty in a mean dii-unc. 

&for%a imagined he had b?cii anj^ng the prifonns; but find- 
ing that he was miftaken, he j^tered a reward of five rhcui- 
fjnd^owns to whoever Ih^ld take him alive''. Near 
four tli^fdand prifoners were /lade, and among them a great 
number of ctil^ility and officef|!<i>f the firft diitindlion. 

ZBNOy with the riedVon the lake Befiac^ was, »/#- 

during this time, lefs fucceisyrl : \fter a vai.iety of flight 
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encounters with the enemy, he was at laft defeated, made 
prifoner, and his whole fleet taken, not one fhip having . 
cfcaped : f^anfeverino commanded the enemy’s fleer, and lita-'/ 
lus a land army upon the banks of the lake. The latter -liiaae 
fo ^oocl ufc of the vi£lory, that he foon re^jccJ the flrong 
caftie of Modcrua, 3 

As to Sforza he was called from purfu^ hisvi^)rv to re- 
lieve Vcromi^ cloiely befieged by a llrorafdetacjt^nt Picinino 
had fent for that purpofe before the cnr/igenietff. Before he 
could arrive the enemy were in poflcl}?^ 4 , by ii|-:arTs of a ftra- 
tagem which faccecdcd, and Gonz^a w\s pro^fmed prince 
of Verena. The citadel and fomc/orts in the hands 

of the VeneUam^ and defended againft all d(^e arts and power 
of the enemy. Sforzn ordered lines of ci^^^tmvallation to be 
formed, to prevent Gofiz^^gas efcape or fuc’bi^ur, and the 
works weie profecii ted with fo great diligence, that in four 
day^ the trenches were opened, and the batteries bigan to 
play with prodigious fury upon the walls. There w'as iome- 
thing cxtriordinaiy in the fituation of the enemy, w’ho were 
bcfieging the citadel at the very time they hciif;iicd i:i 
the city. In this condition it was not poflible they could hold * 
out long : nor in effect did they, for the third day .after ihc 
batteries were opened a breach was made, and S/orza oilier il 
it to be flormed K The troops mounted with io much le o- 
Jution, and were fo W’ell fupported by a fally from the citac'cl, 
iliat the town was foon entered, and the enemy chafed wiili 
great flaughter about the ftrccts. 'Jdie inhabitants had kept 
themfelves clofe in their h on fes, without jobjr.g with cii her 
party, until the enemy were defeated : tV began to give 

proofs of their courage and loyalty, b)^infulting the dead and 
wounded, and knocking in the head the few llragjders that 
remained : but this would not fatisfy Sforza ; he demanded 
clearer proofs of their fidelity, and examined every circum- 
ftanre concerning the flratagem by which the enemy gained 
pofleflion. 'rhe inquiry did not turn out greatly in favour of 
the citizens, many of whom were convicted of treafonable 
prafliccs, and punifhed at^rdin^y ; others were pardoned, 
and the whole exhorted to ^lore faithful difeharge of their 
duty 2. The news of A^rzrr’lwucccfs was received vijffi great 
]cyf Venice^ and a folemn anwaffy fent to comnl|r« 1 ent him 
A D condufl ; and hej^Morward the fortirfrc of the re- 

1440. began to rife, whikKlij of Philip and Picimno vifibly 

declined. In confequeinK oimforzas victories Brefcia was re- 

Fan. 1 . c. Sabfj-^. 3. d. B Sabel. ibid. 

ieved. 



iC. I.' 'The Hijlm-y of Venice. 

Bijvecl, and an intercourfc opened between all the parts of 
Ithe Venetian dominions. 

PHILIP loon recruited Pidnino\ broken urmy, took mca- 
furcs*ior‘ protTS^ing the war by a fectet contract with Cerne- 
Umo thejM)pe*s\eneral : herein it was {tipnlatcJ, that 6’'/,Vv- 
tano fliould invaO.^Z»<7 Afana^ while Picirdno^ ci oiling the Po^ 
fhould T'jiJcak^ 'I'he pope, fui'ped^ing hi** general's fide- 
lity, narrovi7,*watctW his coridu.it, whicli was at lalt fully 
cleared up W/ fomeyintcrcepted letters ; in ccwil’ccji ence of 
which Cor7iri''HO wajjfi 7 ^ecl and committed to the calllc of St. 
jfrioelo^. 7 yti*' dc{/61u)*\, difconccrred Z'/vVV/fs pbn, but he 
w^as not dau:itC^/P/Vh?/V/^ entered 7 and laid every 
place wafte with |fe and fword, thou^^h he could make no 
impreffion on, fortined towns, wnich Wwrc biavclj^ 
fended. 

Hi^ holincfs in the mean time ordered Lcdrv:co^ one of 
his hifhops, <0 lead the army, late CorneUiHo\^ to Tufeany^ 
ir quality of apollolical legate, and join the Florcntlues ; a 
proceeding which it was fuppofed would frufrratc Puimno*^ 
inteiiMon h Hut this general, after he had been icpulfcd by 
P/.W in his attempt Primotorioy m.irciied diKcffy with 
(ir'hgn to crols the All podible piecautions were 

ufed by the Flornithc: to guard the paffes, which Piclnino 
found means, however, to a’.cid by ma;chi:ig over mountains 
almoft impervious. In this manner did he get to PoUtiuna^ Piciuino 
wdiich 1)0 befieged, to the gieat tliror of the FlGrcntl,::;^ who 
every minute expedited him at their gates, I'nisclty he took, I'ufcanv 
and inftend^''*'- marching: to PAj/tV.va turned Iris arms afMinft 
the CnJJliiUnci^ and dcitroying every place he 

palTed through. l^iun.ivS^ overfight produced a fatal altera- 
tion in his aftaiis ; for before he came from his cxcurfioii 
acjninrt this people, the Florentines bad joined the pope’s 
forces, and were in a condllion to a»Si offcnfivcly 7 Karly 
in the ipring S/h’zn marched with a prodigious army to Tiff- 
cany. He propolcd making his wMy through the midlt of the 
enemy’s troops and garrifrms, iii order to act in conjunflion 
wdth C'nitarend who commandfd the Venetian fleet upon the 
lake W/Wic. The chief flre/glh of the enemy had always 
beci^liredled againft Ptirfel^ which ft)]l was in great want, 
nocwdtfl 'anding the fuccour# received. Sforza detei mined, at 
all cvents'^’to relieve it; blu -herein he forefaw numberlcfs 
difScuiiics: the greateft of lviii\ was, the almoft impoflibi- 
liry of fupplying his army \^th if-ovilion and forage. When 
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he came to the river Minda^ he called a council toconfult what 
was beft to be done in this critical lluiaiion ; whether or not*, 
he ought to pals the river, the conTcqucncc of which would '' 
be a neceflity of opening his way to Brefcia hy iiie-iwzd ! 
Tiy council were unanimoully of opinion, tlrat every thing 
w'astobe hazarded for the lelicf of a city ’ iiich had, thro’ 
fuch a ferits of calamities, maintained its &Jclity. 

Bkfork vjc trace Sforzn farther, it vdll beifeceflary we 
mention fomething coiicerning Contareni^ and tuj fleet upon 
the lake Heuu:, 'I'he fenate having fWt all the nccelTaries 
for equipping a fleet in caits toTori )Uc\ the ATpenters fell 
to work with the utmoft diliger\>x?, and\ ij;J*a' Ihort time. 
Lunched fix gall ies. With thefc C'(?«//7r*?;3i€iuIcd againft the 
enemy, who were near double the iiumb^ commanded by 
Biofto Afjeretii^ a Gemf. Conpireni took bn uoard fix com- 
panies ot foldiers, to annoy the enemy with their arrows and 
Contareni fina!I-arms. 'I'he Iccond day he met and engaged the ene- 
d.feafs my with a fpirit, intiepidity, and conduct, that foon made 
PhiiipV him viclorious. 7'he battle was very bloody while it lafted ; 
/fVto/i/A the very elements combined to increafe the horror of the 
lake, feene, it blowing a ftorm during the wdiolc engagement. In 

the end the enemy w*ere totally broken, routed, and dif- 
perfed, two of their gallies, with their crews, were funk, 
and two more taken. Omtareni^ purfuing his vidory with 
prudence equal to his courage, attacked and reduced Riva^ 
La Gar da ^ Lac'vza^ and Bardolhij in order to open a com- 
munication with Brefcia, The news of this vidory greatly 
animated the they now did not dojil^t of. immedi- 
ate and cfFedual fuccours, from the CGntareni on 

the one fide, and of Sforza on the oth€\^‘. 

SFOR/^Ay before he had intelligence of this vidory, -had 
crofied the Mlncia^ and reduced Montzabena^ Salles, znd^Ri^ 
voltelln : here, by the advice of the brave Barbaro, he re- 
folvcd, inftead of marching diredly to Brefcia ^ to feck the 
enemy’s main army, and give it battle, knowing, if he was 
vidorious, that it Would be a great ftep not only to the relief 
of Brefcia,, but towards finifhing tJic war^. Hearing that 
Sanfeverino,, liialus and Verrnm'iNZiQ entrenched near Socinnay 
be departed in the night, and fuavoufly attacked their ent^gmeh- 
Sforza de- ments. After the afiault had ciflntinued for fomc ta'urs he 
/cA/shtsL- began to fall back, as if his torops were unable ‘.o'ftand the 
lusand charge : having drawn thaim ofiy out of their trenches, he 
Vermio. jeturned fiercely to the broke and entirely routed 

* Pass. a#dSABEL. Blo.nm. ibid, 
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them with the lofs of three thoufand men killed and taken 
priibners. Paftus of Arimini^ quoted by SubtULus^ fays, that 
he entered the town of Socinmi pell mell with the tugitives, . 
and took it without refjftance In confcquence of this vie- I 
y ■■t hg f Orges^ and all the cities, towns, forts, and 
cattles of the Vrefeian^ Burgamefey and valley of Gremona\\^- 
turned to the ofe'dience of the republic. Croffing the 0^//;?, 

Sforza reduced VyifJeU Major ^ Bregnan^ Rinolui^ and other 
towns in I’yi terrinries of Ghiradadda and the Cremo^rfe 
In a word, jhis cop'*ii^fts were fo rapid, that Philip refolved 
to recal Pici dyio ouiju-^' Tufamy^ for the defence of the Mila^ 
nefe^ whicn ;.y^as g/catf/' alarmed by the vicinity of Sforza. 

This general, •7io/dng thti impoitancc of leaving the Floren^ 
tines and pope’s I frees unoppofed, and that the lofs of the 
places he had t^n would ncceilarily cnfuc, lefolved to give 
the allies batfit‘ before his departure. With this intention he,,. . , 
inarched to Anglare^ where they were encamped at the bot- ^ 
tom df the 'Vht Florentines coM not ftand 

firft fliock, but were put in fome confufion, when the pope’s 
forces, pouring in upon the enemy with great vigour, re-^j^gg 
trievc^I the battle. Pianino had purfued Florentines too is defeated. 
far, he was now attacked in the flank and rear by the pope’s 
army : thefc, affifted by the Florentine horfe, fell upon him 
every where, during his purfuit of the Florentine infantry : 
thus, hemmed in on every fide, he was broke and put in 
confufion, great flaughter was made, and an incredible niim • 
ber of prifoners were taken. His intimate friend Ajiurio Fa- 
ventino was among the latter, a circumftance that aft’edled 
Picinino raojCT the lofs of the battle p. We are told by 
Sabellicus^ that u*’ ^ '’at was the reciprocal afFeSion of thofe 
friends, that they weri with difficulty prevented fiom falling 
©n their fwords when they were feparated. 

SPORT. A in the mean time purfued his conquefts, having 
taken Cavanza after an obftinate defence, together with Azcla 
and Caneda.^ towns belonging to Gonzaga, which made but a 
flight refiftance ‘J. From thence he proceeded and laid fiege 
to Pefcara, a city fcated y the mouth of the river Mincta : 

Nicholao iy*Aifte came to the ^«mp, offering his mediation 
for ^eace. D* MJic farther aj^^ured Sforza that Philip would 
willingly give him his daughYr in maniage, and even fend 
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and to himfelf, notwithftanding their rapid courfc of iwofpe- 
rity, could it be obtained on equitable and honourable con-. 
ditions\ D'/'FJIj returned io Philip with this anfwcr, and! 
during his aWonce Ptj^ina rurrendered at diferetion. ! 

PJC/iVlNO^ alter his defeat, retired with hi/^ ji-olK>»wrmy 
int'/ lunr.in'ui *, from thence he fet out by J(^*g marches for 
wlieic he w?.s in a Ihort time rccri^^fed and enable'd 
to take the held. Nothing material, bcfiws the furrender of 
lLii\.}.ua \\\^: Venctiamy happened duruJg th^ Remainder of 
this ean'.paiirn. S/o?zti^ having put his arj iy intofevinter-quar- 
Uis, went to r\u':uy vvhere he was re»tivcd wifh a profufion 
ol honoms, worrhy of hif great merit ^fd i«fvicesk*^Hc was run 
after, and ga/ed upon as a prodi|5^ V\\cn^ri^ came to the 
caies of the city, the fenate, the leignonl{2and all the no- 
bility went out to meet and condutSl: him to’.llhe palace, where 
he vwis entertained by tl\e doge with the litmuft diflinciion 
and magnificence. Barbaro^ and an hundred Brefdan gen- 
t!t men, were likewifc come to Feriice^ to compliment ihe re- 
pubiic on the late I'uccefs of her aims, and do "honour to the 
niarnagc ol' yacomo Fofeari^ fon to the doge. In Ihort, no- 
thing but mirth and leftivity was thought of, when intelli- 
gence arrived of the Hidden march of Picinino into the Bref 
nan^ where he laid wufte every thing, and fpread confterna- 
tion and ruin aU over the face of the country *. Sforza 
immediately fet out to aflemble his army ; but, in fpite cif his 
expedition, Picinio had poflcllcd himfelf of all the champaign 
country, the Ftnctian dominions on the banks of the Adda^ 
and the Bergmrufey before a body, lufficient to oppofc him, 
could bc’colleded. ^ 

The enemy, finding that^rxr/ wast'^*^'*:^ fcheclual mca- 
lures to attack them, feized upon a ffrong camp near Agle- 
fia^ defended by the river Sericlles in front, th€ mountains in 
both flanks, and in the rgar by the Oglio, In this fituation 
did Piduiino watch the motions of Sforza^ who did not long 
hefitate about giving him battle under all di fad vantages. 
Having viewed the ground S/uJza ordered the bridge on the' 
Oglio to be attacked, at the fame time advancing with the 
main army on the enemy’!* front^ he forded the SerioUes 
The engagement lafted tor hours with great tury, when 
night coming on, feparated frie combatants, and pjicOably 
fiivcd PiLitiino's army (A). carnage was coofi’iicrable, 
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neither fide giving/ or rccci ing quarter. Immediately after, jy 
this battle Sforyia ied his troops againtt Martinen^a^ wliich iie 1 1 j , i * 
inv':fted with the molt complete army the Venetians had ever ! ^ 

railed : che iroops amounted to thirty thoufarid fighting men, •' 
well paid, and attended with a fine train of artil- 

lery. Thongt'.. the trenches were loon opened, and ^the 
tcrics began tC' play with execution, yet the fiege wai 
drawn out to gre^t length : fome attributed this to fccict 
piactices bej’veen j and who, they allcdgcd, 

were more i.^ tent u- on dividing the provinces among ihern- 
felves, than on the n ert ft of the ftates by whom they v/cre 
employed : /.y^licrs .’aid was owing to the ftrength of tlie 
place, the iiui/jeKi^us gai.-ifon within, and PidhiHo^s army 
without, which Ifmitted no opportunity of harralTing and in- 
commoding ihe/efiegers Certain it is that the Icnate en- 
tertained nof’diirraft of Sforzas fidelity ; but the cafe with 
Philip was dift'erent ; he began to harbour fiifpicions of both, 
and fliought.it unfafe to commit [fuch vaft armies to men 
whofe ambition might ufe them to the utter extindtion of 
both the contending powers. Impelled by thefc rcafons, 
wearied with the intolerable cxpence of the war, and, as foinc 
affirm out of patience with the haughty demands of Fidninot 
he refolvcd upon peace; for which purpofe he dirpntclied a 
medenger with great fecrefy to Venice^ to found the difnofKioii 
of the (enate (B). At the fame time he treated with Sforza ; Treaty of 
and the propol'als he made were fo advantageous to the rc- pceLcc 
public, that hbftilities ceafed the day after the arrival of Philip. 
lip^s courier in the camp>'. Pianino highly refented this 
treatmctt:;^.,?nd openly complained of the ingratitude and infi- 
delity of PhiUp^ L ’ having prefumed to ticat of peace without 

* Montan. Comment, 1. 4. Sabel. ibid. Bi.ond. ibid. 

until after the t.iking of Pertog^ peace was concluded by S/or::ja 
lia. Pajfiui affirms, on the con- before any intimation was feiit 
trary, that, unable to with- to the fenntc. That though 

Hand the Ihock of ini- the VerieUam did not diJiilce 
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I his confent or knowledge. But, without paying any regard to 
jihis retnonftrances and indignation, the following articles, af« 
liter violent debates, were agreed to, or rather were determined 
.^by Sforzay who was appointed umpire of the differences : 
that the Brefeian and B<frga 7 nefe (hould unaUerabV'fcWlIfTr to 
the fepublic ; that Ravenna^ Riva^ TorboUesi? and Peneira^ 
cities of which they were pofleffed by riej« of conqueft, 
fhould become a part of the {{'enettan domimons ; thatiW^r- 
tinengay with all the cities, forts, and caffles oi^hiradadda^ 
fliould be ceded to Philip \ that all t^AMantimn confines 
and territories fliould be given up to that Cremona 

and the. Cremonefe fliould be the portic forx^wit\\ Bienca^ 
Philip's daujrhtcr (C) ; that Eugenms the ^np^ould in two 
years have Bolsgnia furrendered to him ; l^at the Genoefc 
fliould be reltored to their liberty, and PA/V/^t’xcrt no fi'rther 
authority over that republic; that the li/2)uld .cledfe 
Faventino^ upon his reftoring to them all the places lad 
taken during the war ; and laftly, thiit the cities Pefenr^ and 
Lonnadoy the articles moft difputed in the treaty, fliould be- 
long to the Venetians ^ 

These terms were agree' ^‘uifigned by all parties, 
the pope’s nuncio excepted, .iju retired >om the ccrjgrefs 
ill a rage, and fet out for i nr coniplajr.ing that the hoi/ fee 
was unju Illy treated and ri-bl ; d of its patrimony. I'hu /he 
public tranquilifv was leJ'.orcd, and the ruinous war with 
Philip concluded, to the inutua’ fatisfaclion of the Vtmiiars 
and Vifeonti * (D). For three days public rejoicings were 
made at Venice and Milan^ the people exprefling the utniol: 
joy at the profpeft of a Iblid and lading pacific^'^’r- between 
the republic and duchy of Milan, VeniceriftiviY prefented a 
more beautiful and wealthy fccnc than tin this occafton, all 
the merchants from the Rialto to St. Mm’Bs expofing their 
ricbeft furniture, merchandize, and plate, to public view; 
and the treafure of that noble church, by order of the pro- 
curators, being laid out in the mod elegant manner for the 
entertainment of drangers and the people 

* Sabel. 1 . 5. d. 3. Blond. 10, d. 3. Montan. Com. ibid. 

® Ibid. ^ Sabel. 1 . 5. d. ^ . 

(C) This lady was fent to •, (D) dates the; peace 

Cremona to meet the bride- D. 1440, though, according 
grooii,. Hci ! their nupti^^ tc and others, it was 

were celebrated with the utmj 11 ^t concluded before Septem* 
ri.ioii'f ccnce and pomp; aft^f /W, 1441. 
which let out, with 
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The remainder of this year produced nothing of confc- 
Vjuence, the attention cif the republic being employed wholly 
|ipon the civil policy. This winter it was that the procura- 
tors of St. l^ark*% were augpiented in number, when, inftead 
of fix,** fit ne b? thofe high tnagiftrates were appointed ® An 
extraordinary o^h*rflowing of the Tea, 6r deluge, 2 i^ Sabellitus 
calls it, Kappen^J. towards the vernal aequihox, which de- 
ftroyed a great nuL>ber of houfes, fliops, and warehoufes, 
the lofs of V/hich vas computed at a million of ducats. 
About this time a wr. againft fome piratical ftates was com- 
menced. The firft lynJian fleet was deftroyed in a ftorm ; 
but another foon aftr r equ/ijped had the good fortune to cleat 
the feas in a fliort tlfiie, and fecure the public commerce. 

Early in the Spring a fleet, at the expence of Eugeniut^ 
was equipped at iT^n/Vr, to proceed againft the Ttirks^ Who 
were rapidly piirfiiing their conquefls in Europe, Of this 
irmanr^nt we are tM nothing befides its having blocked up 
the flraits div*vKng Europe from jlfia^ which for a time checked 
the progrcis of Am’iro '.h the Ttirkijh emperor. As to the affairs 
A Italy^ they \vcrc nov/ after every peace, difturbed 

with ihc difeontent uf lome of the parties concerned. The 
pope open’y declared hi? refcntmciir *3gain{l: Sforza^ for hav- 
ing kept hi:n out of ilic poflcflitin ol Bolofnia, Alphonfc of 
Arragon and Sforza began to renew a quarrel, hereditary in 
th'*ir V and ♦he former sound means to draw Philip 

-t a ie-igue agjunfl: his fon in-Liw. However, though thefe 
Wjirs difterbed the peace of the neighbouring powers for the 
Spa*' of rive years, the k'enefians kept thcmfelves quiet until the 
year ono J four hundred and forty fix, at which time 

they found it expedithUto join Sforza againit Philip, Young 
Pianino*'^ befiegmg Cremona was the immediate caufc of their 
cak:ng part in the quarrel : they firft fent an envoy to Phi- 
lips to acquaint him with their intentions, if Picinino did not 
relinquifli the fiege. The haughty anfwer given to their mi- 
iiifter occafioned the fenate to iffue orders to their general 
Mkhaeli AiUnduloy to march direftly to Cremona and give battle 
to Picinino- Attendulo execifted his^inftrudfions with fuccefs, a 
battle being fought in Glnradaddi ^ in which Picinino was de- 
feateo^ith great flaughtcr of hi^^troops, and the lofs of four 
thoufdric. orifoners, his camp, /id artillery. Another battle 
foon paffeu, in which Attcndulc^\f 2 S a fecond time viflorious, 
and P/t7wWs^ defeat little lefs cc-egplete than the former 
Two fuch fignal victories ex^^itedi^he jealoufy of Sforza, 
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though upon the whole he was to reap the advantage : 
phonfo and the pope was likewife envious of the fuccel’s and^ . 
growing greatnefs of the republic on the continent. They . 
therefore left nothing untried to induce Sforzgf^ss^^emk with 
thd Venetians and go over to PhUip : uponymis he refolved 
without fcruplc; but the Venetians fufpe^fing his defign com- 
mitted his envoy to prifon, and revokc(^lI the grants and 
decrees of the fenate in his favour®./ Now it was that 
the republic had occafton for the fulliexertion of that un- 
fhaken refolution ever difeovered upotv'slll hazardous conjunc- 
tures. The fenate accordingly ordered the army to be aug- 
mented, the pafles to and from bomban^Xo be ftriflly guard- 
ed, and every other meafure for vigorodily profecuting the 
war intended. Attendulo^ after the vi£l^v upon the Adda^ 
carried terror and devaftation wherever he mS.^ched : Crenia 


and Lodes were the only towns left to Philips the whole of 
the province befides he reduced under the obedience of the 
republic. He even over ran fome part of the Milanefe^ his 
cavalry making incurfions to the very gates of Milan. Rein- 
forced by a confiderable corps under Carolo Montane^ fon to 
Brachio^ the implacable enemy of Philip and Sforza^ he tookii 
Ca£il- Major zni. other fortified places. Brandelino^ with a 
ftrong detachment, erefled the Venetian ftandard within fight 
of Milan^ invithig the inhabitants to the recovery of their 
liberty, which they not caring or daring to accept, be returned 
to the main army, laying defolate the whole country ^ Phi* 
lip^ ftruck with the good fortune and boldnefs of the P'^ene* 
tians^ fent agents to treat of a peace; b^^ they had 
rcfided for a month in the city they waR?^imilIed without ef- 
fedting their purpofe. Attendulo was all this while purfuing 
his conquefts ; he bcfiegcd and took Brebia^ fcoured and 
laid wafte the country of the BrmittneSy furprifed and ruined 
Barri^ and in fliort extended the dominions of the republic 
from the Adda to Coma^ on both fides the lake of that name. - 
These fucceffes were foon followed by the death of Philip 
duke Milanjxh^ greateft politician and warrior the family of 
Vifonti had ever produceUkS, His death occafioned a variety of 
fentiments among his fubjefts and party ; Ibme w'Ve for 
peace, fome for liberty, aid others for war. Th^ inhabi- 
tants of Lodes and Plaifantia^ox Placentia^ tired cY the ducal 
yoke, opened their gates td the Venetians^ andT received the 


troops of the republic ; .'out d'le Milanefe determined to conti* 
nuc the war in their ovfn name : for this purpofe they aug- 
mented^their troops, ai d appointed Fforza captain -general, 

jihd. ctiam Monta\ bi fupra. Sabel. 

^ o.TA%*. ubi fupra.', s Earok. t. 3. 
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Ion condition that if he was fortunate enough to itAuztBref 

mat that city and its appendages (Kould be his reward ; but 

that if he fucceeded againft Ferona likewife, the former fliould . 

revert to the Milanefe^ and the latter, with the whole Fero^ 

nefiy be ceded to his family. This general quitted the 

mefan^ and fet ou*- with four thoufand horfe and two thoufand 

foot, to join the ulilanefe army uniitT Francifco and Giacem ’W* 

Picinino^ Tons to the late general of that name, fo long the 

rival and enemy of Cforza. The Fenetian army, greatly in- Attendulo 

ferior to the enemy number, retired towards Lodi^ and 

there ftrongly entrenchea itfelf. No lefs than three diferent 

ambaffadors were fent to Fenice^ to demand, in the name of 

Sforza and the A^ilanefet reditution of all thofe places they 

had difmembered i rom the dominions of Philip, The fenat^ 

adhered to th^^li htll anfwer, that though by the right of war 

thofe places were the juft dominions of the republic, yet, to 

fliew the world tbeir pacific inclinations, they would reftore 

them on being reimburfed the expences of the war. This 

the ambaftadors rcfufed, and accordingly returned, without 

havings brought their bufinefs to any conclufion^ Awar^ 

of the importance of the quarrel in which they were engaged, 

the fenate determined to ufe their utmoft efforts by fea and 

land. It was decreed to equip a fleet which ftiould fail up the 

Pot to make a diverfion in favour of Attenduloy who was too 

weak to offer the enemy battle. 

During thefe preparations at Fenice^ Sforza marched 
fuddenly to Placentia^ and after having beat down the walls 
hjy ftormed the city, reduced it, and gave it 

to his army to 'ue plundered. Gerardo Dandolo and Thadeo 
who commanded the garrifon, were made prifoners, 
together with one thoufand horfe and foot. Attendulot tho’ 
his force was not fufficient to raife the fiege, determined, 
however, not to lie idle : he entered the territories of Pavia 
> while Sforza befieged Placeniiay from which he returned 
loaded with rich booty. After this he rayaged and plun- 
dtajed the Milanefe^ and, according to Montano^ took the 
di^sMelfaoT Melilla. Having flufhed thefe exploits he re- 
folv^on the fiege of Cremona^ but was prevented by the fur- 
render- >f Placentia and the rigour of the feafon, upon which 
he retired with his army into winter-quarters ^ 

Now negociations of peace were again renewed, and com- 
miffioners from each party met ^ Bergamot to difeufs the 
conditions of accommodation. Pop^ Nicolas V, ufed all his 

^ Baron, ubi fupra. Flav. 1 . "f. d. 3. Sabkl.*\ 5. d. 3. 

^ Montan. Comment. 1. 5. Sabei. . Blond, ibid. 
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endeavours to promote the conferences; notwithftanding^ 
which, and the mediation of fome other powers, the com-, 
miflioiicrs parted without coming to any determination, both 
{ides unalteiably adhering to certain articles which could not 
bt/ceded by the oppofitc party. 

WniLT the congrefs fat at Bergamo^ the Venetian fleet 
was employed againtt the pirates, who had infulted their 
coafts and plundered their merchant fhips. The eager pur- 
fuit of the piiates drew on the republic the refentment oi JU 
phonfo ci Atragon^ greatly incenfed at the Venetian fleet for 
picfuming to attack and deftroy the enemy in his harbours. 
In revenge the king ordered all the Venetians in his dominions 
to be imprilbned, their (hips flopped, and ^merchandize to be 
feized and brought to his warehoufes ; bur finding the fenate 
refolved upon war, he fet the prifoners kc Itherty, and re- 
ftored their eftefts 

Early in the fpring both armies took the field, znASforzs 
befieged and took Mozaniga, after which marching into Ghi- 
radadda he reduced the whole country, the city of Caraovaggio 
excepted ; he then furprifed CaJJhn^ and thence proceeded to 
the Cremonefe to flop the ravages of ^irini and the Venetian 
fleet. Here he got together about twenty-eight galliots, 
with which and his army he furrounded ^uirini. The Vene^ 
tian fleet fought with obftinacy, but in the end was defeated 
and broken. To prevent his (hips falling into the enemy’s 
hands, l^uirini fet fire to them ; for which, and his mifeon- 
du6t in the engagement, he was recalled, delivered over to 
the civil power, and imprifoned for life. Afjg|;.t^'his jvi{>ory 
Sforza laid fiegc to Caraovaggioj to which place\/f//^wr/«/^ fol- 
lowed him, with intention, if poflTible, to raife the fiege. 
After various debates in the Venetian camp, it was at length 
refolved fecretly to attack Sforza by crofling the marlhes in 
the rear of his camp, which was but (lightly guarded, on 
account of the natural ftrength of the fituation. The fchenic 
was planned with condufl, and executed with courage ; but 
fupported by' a force unequal to the undertaking. The fivfl: 
onfet was furious, the attick and defence being made j vith 
equal intrepidity and vigour ; after the battle had coiUmued 
for feveral hours, and the Venetians had forced the ei^Vench- 
ments, opprefled with numbers, they were forccd^to retreat 
with precipitation *. Here 'it was that Sforza^s army began 
the flaughter; the Venejjfans crowding upon each other to 
avoid the enemy’s blo\^, met that death from each other 
which they though*: t.oY^IVapc from the enemy. T'hey no 


* ^ABEL. 1. Bl-o^ p. ibid. Aut. c at. 

V i \ fno’ cr 



C I* Ti^e Hipry of H'ii 

Iboner began to give way than the two Picinino\ ifluing forth 
from another quarter, marched diredlly, with a flrong corps, 
to attack the Venetian camp, which they eafily took, the 
whole army being engaged in forcing Sforza^s entrench-** 
ments : in (hort, Attendulo was entirely defeated, having loll 
near three thou fand of his bed troops, all his baggage, tents, 
and artillery, together with two thoufand waggons of provi* 
fion and forage. After this defeat he retired to Brefcia^ 
where, in a fliort time, he was purfued by Sforza^ after he 
had firft reduced Caraovaggio^ CaffeUMajor^ and fomc other 
places 

The republic foon recruited her army, having for that 
purpofe decreed a .large bounty to all able-bodied men who 
Ihould enter into *^^the fervicc. The pay of the troops, was 
likewife augiynteri, and confiderable fubfidies granted to fe- 
verat pctU' princes who entered into her alliance : but her 
greatcil^fccurity arofe from fome jealouTies which arofe among 
the enemy, llie ATtlanefe began to harbour fufpicions that 
Sforza afFccled the fovereignty of his father-in-law’s domi- 
nions, and having but juft tafted the fweets of liberty they 
were tfie more willing to preferve that precious gift of Pro- 
vidence. Sforza difeovering their fufpicions, refolved to 
avenge himfclf, by concluding an alliance with their enemies : 
with fhis defign he gave the fenate to underftand that he was 
not averfe to peace ; to which the republic gave a willing ear, 
iiotwithftanding the Venetian army was now in a condition to 
aft oftenfivcly, by means of the number of levies and itrong 
r( ^ n f y cements from Florence, Majlropictro was in confe- Sforza 
quence privately fent to treat with between whom it 

was agreed, that not only a peace but a ftrift alliance fliould Milanefe 
take place"; that the fenate (hould fupply him with four 
thoufand horfe and two thoufand foot, until he had reduced Mi’^ 

Ian ; that thirty thoufand crowns per month Ihould be allowed 
for his table ; and laftly, that all the places poffefled hy Phu 
lip beyond the Adda (hould belong to the Venetians, This 
ttaty being ratified, Sforza fet the prifoners at liberty, and 
cr^ng the Adda^ marcliffd into the Alilanefe, After re- 
duci!^ all the country between the livers Adda and Thcfm^ be 
pitchS.' his camp five miles from Milan, Before he entered 
upon the fiegc of the capital, he took, by the afiiftance and 
good conduct oiMarcetio^ who commanded the Venetian aux- 
iliaries, Novara, Alexandria j and Pfirma : then he laid fiegc 

Milan ; but, previous to his opci^ng the trciv-hes, inielli- 

Aut. citat. ibid. ^ Sabei/- 1. 6 . J. 3 , eti.im Blond. 
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gencie was received that Lewis of Savoy^ having entered into 
treaty with thcMilanefey had fent an army under the con- 
duct of John Campenjio to their affiftance. Campenjio had 
reached Novara^ when Sfor%a detached Coyoni with a ftrong 
c^ps to oppofe him, who immediately attacking the army 
of Lewis defeated it, making Campenjio and about four hun- 
dred horfe prifoners. 

While Sforza was battering the fort Mellignana^ the^/- 
lanefe within the city put to death a number of perfons of all 
ranics, whom they imagined efpoufed his caufe ; after which 
the inhabitants aflembled to the number of fixty thoufand, and 
marched out of the city to give battle. Sfoma having intelli- 
gence of all their motions drew up his armi^, and difplayed fo 
much capacity and judgment in his difpofi jon, that the Mi^ 
lanefe^ with all their fuperiority of troops, noteparing to ha- 
zard an engagement, retired into the city. Upon this he in- 
vefted Milan more clofely ; but the number of inhabitants 
being fo great he propofed reducing the city by famine, it 
being abfurd to pretend aflaulting it with an inferior body of 
troops. 

In this fituation lay Sforza when jealoufies between the 
fietians him began to appear, which pioduced propofals 
for an accommodation between the republics of Feiiirc and 
Milan, After the terms had been debated and agreed upon 
they were referred to the arbitration of Sforza, conditionally, 
that he accepted of feven cities, not fpecihed, for bis fliare of 
A« D. Philipps dominions, leaving the people in pofl'eflion of all the 
1449 • The other articles were, that the Venetians Ihginld npirvia jn 
fix thoufand, the Milanefe two thoufand, and Sjorzd only one 
thoufand troops in his fervicc ; that he acceptea of thefe 
terms he Ihould be efieemed the friend and ally of both ftater ; 
if not he fhould be declared an enemy, and war againft him 
profecuted with all the forces of both republirs. Th^fe arti- 
cles being prefented to Sforza, he exprtlled jufi indignation 
againft the Venetians, who, after all his important fervices 'o 
treaty he- ^he republic, how made him the facrifice of a peace with thlir 
tfLveen Mi- enemies. However, the republics proceeded to the coivilu- 
Jan and fion of their treaty, and Sforza rejedling the terms, w?r was 
Venice, denounced againft him \ 

Sforzn Great preparations werd made by both republics, and 
makes <ivar the put a ftop to all trade and intercourfe with Flo- 

on Venice rence, on her refufal to j#in in the alliance againft hyr old 
and Mi- general. Sigifmund Mafstejie was appointed general of the rc- 
lan, publican forces ; his firft attempt was upon the forts which 

^ Blond. tC. d, 3, Baron, t. 8. 
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Sforza had built to block up BrMa. Two pf thefe he burrtt 
and deftroyed, and the reft would have ftiared the fame fate 
had not Sforxal's approach obliged him to retire beyond thp 
Jidda. All this while Sforza continued the blockade of .. 
lan^ which, in defpite of the efforts of the Venetians^ was re- 
duced to great e^ttremities. Malatejie having joined the corps 
under Coyonu did ail in his power to draw Sforxa to a battle, 
which that wife general avoided, knowing the fate of Milan 
depended on his drawing the war out to fome length. At 
laft the Milanefe^ conquered by famine, and ftarved into Tub- . 
million, murdered Venuri the Venetian ambaflador, and faluted 
Sforxa prince, opening their gates, and receiving him with 
the fame demonft rations of joy they v/ould the Ion of their Sforxa dc 
lawful Ibvereign^’. Thus, by a change as fudden as amazing, tJared duk 
he inftantly became the fovereign and proteftor of a people ^/'Milan. 
he had bulTthe day before perfecuted with all the rancour of 
an inveterate enemy. 'I'he MiLmefe having changed iides, the 
Venetians refolved to conclude a treaty of alliance with Jl~ 
phonfoy who defired nothing more than a war with Alilafiy 
and an opportunity of humbling Sforza. This was effefted 
by thf: good condu£l: and ' addrels of Pafcali Majlropietro^ the 
y eneti an tn way zi Naples^. Intelligence of the treaty being 
received at Milan^ Sforza refolved to gain the Venetians by 
acl.%of generofity and kindnefs : for this purpofe he ordered 
all the VenetianSy who were imprifoned upon the late change 
of meafures, to be fet at liberty, and loaded with prefents and 
good offices, hinting to them at the fame time his defire of 
cultivating the frientllhip of the republic (E) ; but thefe ovcr»- 

*1 
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(F.) This year pope "Nicholas 
conferred Ibme particular ho- 
nours on the doge ; fuch .-is a 
golden fword, a crown ftt with 
^amonds, &:c. Prefents^ike- 
xvVe to the ftate were fent by 
the* king of Bofnia, ar.d the 
vaivod of Croatia. The duke 
of Attftria VI 11 ted Venice, and 
was magnificently received ; but 
■the entertainment and recep- 
tion given to the emperor Fre- 
deric exceeded every thing of 
that kind ever feen in Venice, 
both in grandeur and elegano^. 


The fen ate, leignory, and whole 
city, went in the bucentauro, 
gondolcs, ganz'’reF, and other 
vclicis, richly adorned, to meet 
the ernperor ; whilll the ladies, 
with no IcTb pomp, w'aited on 
Leonora tlic emprefs. On their 
arrival on Ihore, they found the 
whole city and llreets hung with 
fcarlct, purple, and the richett 
filks and cloths. Nothing but 
mKifical indrum-nts and the 
fineft human voices faluted the 
•ar with longs of rejoicing and 
ongnitulation. They v/er« 
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turcs coming to nothings both fidcs prepared for a vigorous 
war. Jlfhenfo and the Venetians opened the campaign by 
I'cizing on Ciyoni and a detachment of fifteen hundred horfc 
Some attacks were likewife made on the Florentines for hav- 
ing affifted Sforza with money. For the better fupporting 
th^ war a tax was laid by the fenate on all perfons holding 
places and enjoying penfions from the government : they 
were likewife obliged upon their difmifilon to ferve the go- 
vernment for fix months at their own expence in the field, 
I^ittlc progrefs was made by either fide the firft year of the 
war ; but early the following fpring both armies entered upon 
vigorous meafures. Leonefto the Venetian general, after he 
wafted the country about Lodes^ and reduced feveral fmall 
forts, marched directly to Mtlan^ upon an afl^rance from fome 
of the inhabitants of being ftrongly fupported :,.^but finding 
that no infurredtion was like to appear, he went and laid fiege 
to Socinna. Having battered the town for feveral days a 
breach was made, which he ftormed and carried 'after a bloody 
action. Sforza marched too late to the relief of this place : 
the armies being encamped for feveral days within a fmall 
diftance of each other, frequent Ikirmiihes and brifk entoun- 
ters pafled, though no general battle enfued. 

During thefe tranfaSions on the river Adda^ William of 
Montferrat^ with four thoufand horfe, fpread terror and* dc- 
folation every where in the territory of Alexandria. From 
thence marching to Tortona and Pavioy he deftroyed the whole 
country, and w^as in this manner proceeding in his conquefts 
when Sacromer Vifeonti^ fent by Sforza^ fuddenly attacked, de- 
feated, and obliged him to retire to Cajilenovo. ^ 

In the mean time Alphonfo^s general Ferdinand was not 
idle : having laid fiege to Forlano, he took and deftroyed it, 
after having for forty days inccftantly battered the walls. 
During the fiege he twice routed FaventmOy with the flaugh- 
tcr of two thoufand of his men, as he was attempting to re- 
lieve the garrifon : then marching into the territory oiSie^a,/ 

1 Sabel. 1. 6. 3, 


both prefented by the fenate 
with crowns of gold, richly fet 
with jewels ; a child’s coat 
and cradle ftudded with gold, 
jewels, and pearls, was given 
by the ladies to the empiffs, 
and other prefents, valued at 
a million of fnoney. Their 
tcrtainmer.t in tnc palace 


magnificent beyond deferip^iOn, 
the richnefs of Fenice vying 
with the tafte and elegance of 
Italy, Their Imperial majefties 
exprefied the utmoft fatisfadlion, 
and departed highly delighted 
with the power, wealth, fplen- 
cicr, and hofpitality of the re- 
public. Sate!, ibid. 
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he invefted Cajilelina \ but the fortifications being ftrong, and 
the garrifon proving obftinate, he abandoned it and retired 
into winter-quarters. A detachment from Leonefio's army de- 
feated a corps of the Milancfe fentby S/orza to furprife him, 
and this little skirmifli proved the prelude to a battle, jllef 
fandro was detached by Sforza with four thoufand horfe *and 
one thoufand foot, to flop the incurfions of the Femtiarts into 
x\\Q Milanefe \ and the gen. ral having intelligence 

of their rout fent Carolo Alonioyu to attack him, which he did 
with fuch vigour that Alc[fcmdro was defeated, his army dif- 
perfed, and only himfelf with a fmall number of attendants 
icfcaped to Sforzas camp, which then lay before Caluifiana 
The Vemtiam ufed every expedient for the relief of this place, 
without which the enemy could not winter in their dominions : 
but all their entkavonrs proved fruitlefs, though they afforded 
the officers* many opportunities of difplaying their valour. 
Amotsg others one in particular dclervcs notice : Leonejis 
being apprized of a convoy of one thoufand horfe going to the 
enemy’s camp, he detached G 672 zaga and lirnmlolim to make 
an attempt on it : they met the enemy near Iffea in the Bref- 
dan, ^and fell upon them with fo much intrepidity, that they 
foon were mailers of the cojivoy. Sforza receiving timely 
notice of the lofs, detached a ilrong body to recover the 
booPy. The Venetians fuftained the enemy with great bra* 
very, but would at length have been overpowered with num- 
bers, had not Leonefio with the reft of the army come up to 
their relief. I'he fcale was now turned, and the enemy would 
infallibly have been defeated, hut that Sfot^za arrived to their 
/^uppvJii'. iiCre a general and obftinate engagement began, 
^ which continuing Tor fcveral hours, was at length ended by 
the darknefs of the night. The only mark of victory on 
either fide that appeared was, the carrying oft’ the 
convoy however, it did notraife the fiege ; on the con- 
trary, Sforza aflaiiltcd the town with redoubled vigour, and 
jhe garrifon, unable to withftand his efforts, furrendered pri- 
‘ ners of war. Thus, by the acquifition of Cahtfuina. did 
eftablifh winter- quartefti in the enemy’s territories. Tbc 
V^tian writers affirm, that before the armies left the field, 
frequently offered battle to which he as con- 

ftantly declined. Hence they take occafion to reded't on the 
courage of this great officer, without confidering that it was 
Sforza s bufinefs to avoid a battle, fince a defeat in the ene- 
my’s country muft be attended witlj the ruin of his affairs. 

^ ffioND. 1. 10. d. 3. apud Sabel, ibid. ]V1o^- 
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The winter as ufualwas fpcnt in treaties, negociationst 
and alliances. SforT^a and the Florentines fent to the French 
king to requeft he would ufe his intereft with the duke of Sa^ 

* voy to break with the Fenetians^ ajid likewife prevail on Re^ 
natus of Anjou to attempt the recovery of his kingdom of S/- 
cily\ promifing him liberal fupplies of money. By this means 
they intended to divert Alphonfo from profccuting the war 
againfl: the Florentines. The king undertook their caufe, and 
by his intereft perfuaded the duke of Savoy to lay down his 
arms, and Renatus to pafs into Italy^ purfue his claim to Sicily^ 
and carry on war againft Alphonfo. 

A. D. The Florentines &\\\ combined in the alliance of Sforza^ 
and entering upon aftion early in the fpring recovered Fog-- 
Itani^ which had been taken from them laft campaign. Ma- 
7ierba was befieged by the Venetians^ which they continued in 
fpite of all the effb*'ts of Sfor7.a to relieve it, until the brave 
Lcouefio w'as killed in a fally from the town, by a random ar- 
row in the purfuit. The command of the afmy devolving 
upon Picinino.^ he profecuted the fiege fo vigoroufly that the 
garriibn, finding they could expeft no relief from Sforzuy fur- 
lendered prifoners of war. This event was followed by the 
reduftion of S^uinzeno and Pontevico ; after which he under- 
took the fiege of Se7iiga^ but was forced to raife it on the ap- 
proach of Sforza with an army greatly fuperior. A number 
of skirmifties daily pafted, when Renatus with four thoufand 
horfe joined S/irzej. The enemy being thus reinforced, P;- 
cinino was obliged to ftand on the defenfive, during which 
time Sforza foon recovered Mwierba^ and all the other places 
loft in the beginning of the campaign. Indectf^iiO wnole 
Creinonefe 2 iX\i Brefctan^ except the two capitals, were i educed 
under his obedience, or rather voluntarily fubmitted. PUi^ 
nino marched with the utmoft diligence to the Brcfian^ to 
flop the progrefo of the enemy, and to defend the mountains, 
the inhabitants of which had as yet remained firm in their 
duty : here he fixed upon a ftrong camp, fo advantageouflw 
fituated as to cover the pafles to the mountains, and at thj 
fame time render all approaches t€» him difficult and hav^f- 
dous. This put a flop to the progrefs of both armies, /mtil 
the rigour of the fcafon obliged them to quit the fiel(# and 
retire into quarters ^ 

Fleet During the winter the Venetians^ the pope, and Alphonfo^ 

againft the were bufied in preparing a fleet to oppofe the Grand Seignior, 
Turks. who had refolved on the fiege oi Conjiantimple e 9 ix\y in the 
fpring. 7'he fenate firft decreed ten gallies and two argo- 

• ^ 

^ Sabbl. 1 . 7. d. 3. 
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vsiiSy of two thoufand tons cach^ to be (ent to Gtaci* Af* A. IX •• 
terwards ten more were equipped, and thefe, joined to the 1453. 
pope’s and Jlphonfo*s fleets, made in all forty-two fail, under 
the command of Jacomo Loretano : but before his arrival, Turks fo. 
Othoman had opened his trenches, and was laying fiegc to thc/^'^^ Con- 
city with a prodigious fleet and army. Loretano was obliged lUntino- 
to fight his way through the Turkijh fleet to enter the har- pie. 
hour, which he did with a conduS and refolution altogether 
aftonifliing. It would be unfeafonable to enter on the parti- 
culars of this fiege ; fufficient it is for our prefent purpofc, 
that Loretano^ perceiving the whole dependence of the enemy 
was on the land forces, and that the Turkijh fleet could be of 
little ufe, determined to fail to Negropont^ for the defence of 
the ifland, and there wait for a reinforcement fufficient to 
engage th^ enemy 

While xht Venetian fleet remained in the their 

armyit was upon the defenfive, Sforza carrying all ' :fore him 
in Lombard/. He took khoads^ Romagna^ Martinenga, and 
Brifan^a ; then he reduced the l^ew Orges^ Romanenga^ and 
Socina. Towards the end of the campaign he began the 
ficgc*of Ifola ; but the heavy rains falling, made it impoflible 
for him to keep the field. Pumno\ army was too weak to 
cover all thofe places ; and indeed he was kept in awe by a 
ftrdng detachment, which Sforza had fent to watch his mo- 
tions j fo that the winter came on before he was in a condi- 
tion to enter upon adion 

The pope now laboured hard to mediate a peace, in or- 
der that the chriftian forces might unite in dctencc of Con- 
Jiahitnt 'taleologm and the Greek empire : but the endeavours 
of his holincis proved of no efiedi ; though the peace was 
concluded by means of a mediator of lefs confequence sforza. 
Simon Camertes^ a hermit, was fo indefatigable and eloquent, 
that he brought all parties to accede to the following terms : 

That Sforza (hould reftore to the Venetians whatever he had 
taken from them in the war, the territory of Ghtradadda 
excepted : that the marquis of Mantua fltould reinftate his 
\rother Caroli in all his^ominions : that Alphonfo (hould re- 
l\re his conquefts to the Florentines \ with other articles of 
leis importance. For the further fecurity of the public tran- 
quility it was exprefly mentioned, that if any future diffe- 
rences among the parties ftiould arife, the pope fhould have 
ample and full powers to determine them, his holinefs tak* 

• 

. Baron. 1 . 8. A. 1453. Sabel. 1 . 7. d. 3. * L. Vie. 
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ing upon him to be guarantee of the treaty The city of 
received with great joy the news that a war was termi- 
nated in which they had been hard prcflcd by the vigour, 
condudf, and intrepidity of Sforza, Public thankfgivings 
were offered, and proceffions made, attended by the doge, 
fcna?e, and all the clergy, with images and relics of faints. 
Marcello was likewifc font to Conjiantimplcy to execute a treaty 
with Alahomet ; and he returned, loaded with prcl'ents and 
expreflions of the friendfhip of that great monarch for the 
republic. 

From this tirriC to the year one thoufand four hundred and 
fifty-feven the republic enjoyed profound peace, when Fofeariy 
after a glorious adminiftration of thirty-four years, was, at the 
age of ninety, laid afide as fupcranuaced and unfit for the dif- 
charge of his important office : an inilancc' of ingratitude 
confiftcnt, perhaps, with the meafurcs of found policy, but 
very contradic^lory to the diftates of hunjanity, He was a 
piince of a noble and pleafing afpctfl, poircfTcd d prodigious 
memory, flowing eloquence, ready v/it, and found judgment, 
according to Baroyiius and the Italian writers. At this re- 
markable age he enjoyed good health, the perfect ufe of his 
limbs and faculties, remembered every incident from his child- 
hood, had a fvvectnefs, aiid at the fame time a majefty and 
authority in his manner that equally commanded love dnd 
refpedt. He had greatly extended the power and dominions 
of the republic, and was no Icfs loved by his fubjcdls than 
efteemed and feared by ftrangers and his neighbours j yet was 
this valuable and venerable prince facrificed to the j'oliti^s^o/’ 
an ungrateful multitude: happy fruits, fays Barouiu^^ 'hi' 2. 
republican conftitution ! The cardinal informs us, that his 
depofition, as well as his acceffion to the fupreme magiftracy, 
had been prediclcd ; the latter by a gypfy in his father’s life 
time, the former by an aftrologer at Venice^ fome months 
before it was thought of by the fenatc. He was no fooner di- 
vefted of the fupreme authority, than leaving the palace with 
indignation he retired to a private houfe, w^hcre falling ill 
with grief, he died, univerfally lameflted and efteemed (F). 

.1^ 

y Montan. 1 . 5. Sabel. 1 . 7. 'd. 3. Pass. Arim. ibid. 
* Sabel. 1. 7. d. 3. 5 ansov. del. v. p. 263. Baron, Sabel, 
An. prsefent. 

PASCAL 

(F) "jacemo Fofeari^ his fon, to fubvert the government, 
died by the council of ten Jacofno was then abfent, and 
:ri anlwcr to foinc acculatiutis not appearing on the day ap- 
i-Luiged againft him ror/j pointed, ouleis were iflued for 

^ feizing 
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PASCAL MALIPIERO, Doge LXVI. 

FOSCARI was fucceeded in his dogelhip by Pafjual Ala- a. D. 
lipUroj then aged feventy-two. This prince attended the ob- ^^^ 7 - 
.fequics of his predecelTor, which were performed with the ut- Pafqual 
moft magnificence and funeral pomp. Nothing memowble Maljpi- 
happened during the four years and feven months of his ad- ^oge 
miniftration. Malipiero maintained with great care the tran- LXVi. 
quility handed down by Fofearu executed the laws with juf- 
tice and moderation, tempered the feverity of old age with the 
innocent mirth and difiipation of youth, ^nd blended the dig- 
nity of the prince with the eafe and freedom of the compa- 
nion ; in ftiort, he was a prince of great and fhining vir- 
tues ; of a penetrating judgment ; open, fincere, and candid ; 
a lover of jieace, but profoundly skilled in the art of war 
In a word, all we have tranfmitted of this prince is a paiie- 
gyrickon his wifdom, prudence, bravery, and clemency, with- 
out facls to flluftrate or confirm thefe virtues. Hiftorians re- 
late that he patronized men of letters and ingenuity, an in- 
fiance of which they give in the kindnefs hefhewed to Nicolo 
yen/on TeJefeho^ who firft introduced the art of printing in Ve* ^ D 
nice The doge made him very handfome and liberal pre- ^^52. 
fents ; had the fatisfaftion of perufing fome fplenJid editions 
of the dailies and other books ifliied from the Venetian piefs. 

Thus, amidft employments ufeful to the public and glorious 
to hiinfclf Malipiero died, to the great afflidlon of the w^hole 
republic. In his room the fenate fubftituted Chrijloforo Moro^ 
a procurator of St. Marky equally beloved for his dlfpofuion 
anu aCiihii^d for his capacity. 

® Sansov, del. vit. de princip* ** Sabel. I. 7. d. 3. 


feizing him. He was then put 
to the torture ; but Hill conti- 
nuing to deny the allegations, 
he was condemned to perpetual 


banifliment ; in which, in fpite 
of all the remonftrances of his 
father, he ended a miferable 
life. Baron, p. 520. tit. 1 3. 
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SECT. V* 

Containing the Origin and Progrefs of the T urklfli TFdr ; 
the Rife of the War with the Trieftines ; Death of 
Moro; and the TranfaSiions which occured during the 
Adminiftration of Nicolo Throno, and others ^ his 
Succejfors. 

CHRISTOFORO MORO, DogeLXVIL 

E fit ft year of Moro\ adminiftration was fpent in a<Ss 
^ of civil difcipline. Sanfovino, indeed, tells us of a kind 
of war with the Trujitnei, which was foon made up at the 
^.LXVH* pope’s intcrceflion * ; but of this we find no mencion in any 
other hiftorian. The winter was taken up in preparatipns to 
oppofe the Turks^ who, after the furrender of Conjlantinople, 
and ruin of the Grecian empire, were defirous of feizing on 
the Morea as a dependency on their conquefts. Thomas and 
Demetrius^ the princes of this province, had three years be- 
fore offered the Venetians to put the Morea into their hands, 
for an equivalent in Italy ^ ; but Demetrius giving his daughter 
in marriage to Mahomet, and going over to the Turks, fruf- 
rated that defign. Thomas made fome refiftance near the 
fireights, to the incurfions of Othoman ; but finding himfelf 
unequal to the power of that monarch he fled into Italy. The 
Grecian dominion being extin£); in the Morea, the Venetians 
War in the towns they long polTefTed in that provintC^-nCw- 

Morea. encroachments of Othoman obliged them at length 

to t^e arms in defence of the trade and fubjedls of the repub- 
lic in that quarter. It was with great caution the Venetians 
entered upon this important war : ViSior Capello, their ad- 
miral, refufed to fuccour Lesbos and Mitylene, though both 
iflands offered to put themfelves under the protedion of the 
republic. The fenate even palled over Othoman^ s infrafiions 
of the late treaty, by crofting the fl/reights of Gallipolis, le^. 
thereby they Ihould draw on a war with this potent monarr .1. 
They proceeded fo far in their pacific meafures as to be taxed 
with indifference and coolnefs for the Chriftian religion ; but 
they wifely withftood all attempts to engage themfelves in 
war, until the defence of their own rights and property ren- 
dered it unavoidable. Noy a ftrong fleet under Loretano was 
equipped, and an army of fifteen thoufand land-forces fent to 

^ Cron. Venet. ^ Sabel. 1 . S. d. 3. etiam Csepio Com. 
apud Sabel. 
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befiegc Argers lately taken by the Turks, Bertoldo D* 
who commanded the army, foon made himfelf mafter of this 
city, defended by a fmall garrifon, and gave it to be plun- 
dered by the foldiers. Bafilia (B) was next reduced, after 
which he marched through the territory of Corinth, and en- 
camped on the fea-coaft, where Loretano rode at anchor ^ith 
the fleet. Here D^MJie and Loretano began a very laborious 
and ufeful work, which they completed in fifteen days : they 
fortified with a wall and double moat the whole length of the 
ftreights, from i^Q Mgean to the/?w//7// fea, about four thoufand 
paces. Thirty thoufand men, we are told, were employed 
in this work, finifhed with no Icfs flrength than expedition 
Six thoufand Turks who lay before Corinth endeavoured all in Turks 
their power to obftru£l the workmen, but they were con- defeated, 
ftantly repi'lfed* with great flaughter. In the mean time 
D'Ayh fent Coyoni with a detachment to feize upon Mijifratey 
Whei-ft after having reduced the country round, and taken 
the town, he was killed in an aflault upon the citadel. The 
city of Londaria was likewife feized by another detachment, 
after, which D* AEJie marched with the whole army to bcliege 
Corinth : the attack was made on the weft, north, and call 
fides ; that on the latter fucceeded, for Attelano having broke 
down the walls with his cannon, ftormed the breach and ef- 
feited a lodgment. D'AiJle in viewing of the batteries was 
killed the next day by a cannon fhot, which with a furious 
fally of the enemy, and the approach of the TttrkiJI) army, 
determined the Venetians to abandon the fiege and retire to 
where they were foon followed by an army 
of fifty thoufand horfe and thirty thoufand foot®. The Turks ^^^Turks 
immediately undertook the ficge, and cut off a party of the 
garrifon that had with more bravery than condudl fallied out 
upon them ; but Bertino^ who fucceeded D* ALfte in the com- 
mand, exerted himfelf fo vigoroufly, that with his fmall ar- 

Sacs I. ibid. C.Tpio apudSABEL. Mont an. 1 . 5. *Aut. 
cit. ibid. 

Argers, or Argo, a city a of the river on which the town 
few miles South of Corinth. is fituated. 

(B^ Baflia, or Baflico, a for- (C) Wc arc left at a lofs by 
tided town North of Corinth, hiftorians whether this city was 
fituated upon the coaft of the Napoli di Romagnia, fituated at 
gulp]) of Lepanio. It would the head of the gulph> oxNa* 
feem from firll attack- poTi de Malvajta, a city tui thcr 

ing Argersy that the fleet failed South, at the extremity of the 
up the gulph of Napoli, the ar- Morea ; probably it was the for- 
my marching along the banks mer, 

/ my 


4 



IJ2 lliftery of Venice- C. li 

mjr he fuiccd theTw^/^jr to abandon the fiege. D*/EJie was 
defcrvedly blamed for abandoning the line he«drew crofe the 
I/imus ; tliouj^h in fa£t this mifconduiE); onp;ht to be attributed 
to b^/Ejie being killed before the fiege of Corinth was 

rcliiKjuillu'd. ' 

Faife the The Turks having ralfcd the ficgc of Napoli ravaged the 
territory of and clofely inverted Zanchio^ anenterprize 
Avhich the bravery of Giovanni Craffo the governor fruftrated. 
Upon this they retired out of the Morea^ and left the Venc- 
turns tit liberty to fack and deftroy the towns garrifoned by 
Turks 

War^vhh ^0 keep the republic in full employment, a war with the 
the Tri- Trirjlhics arofe. The German merchants trading to IJlria 
ellines. ufed to biing their goods to Cap- IJlria y and other towns of the 
province, parting over 7) /V/-V, cii account of particular im- 
pofition on all foreign commodities. This was perceived by 
the Trijimesy and that their trade declined : inftead of taking 
ofF the tax they had recourfc to the emperor %Frcd:rUy be- 
iceching that he would oblige the German merchants to fre- 
quent their markct‘5, and prohibit the commodities of the em- 
pire to be carried to any other town within the province. 
The enipcior paying no great attention to their requeft, they 
determined to ufe force; upon which the inhabitants of Cap^ 
Ijiria fent ambafliidors to beg the proteflion of the doge^and 
fenate of l\nice. An envoy was immediately fent to the Tritf^ 
thieSy to dfhre they would abrtain from molefting the inhabi- 
tants of Cap-Ijhia ; at the fame time a fquadron was ordered 
to anchor in the gulph of Triejlcy to keep the city in awe and 
give weight to the ambalTy, The Triejlinesy howLve.-^p^^ii- 
tinued their mcafures, which made the fenate refolve upon 
fending a land army to lay fiege to the city : for this purpofe 
1464. ihoufand hoife, four thoufand foot, and a train of ar- 

tillery, were {hipped under the condudt of four Venetian no- 
bility. I'hecity was immediately inverted, and the fiege car- 
ried on with great vigour for the greater part of the autumn : 
feveral {Jiarp fallies Avere made from the town ; and the Ve- 
neflansy on the other hand, linving njadc a breach in the wallr, 
repeated their aflaults : at laft, the pope interfering, at Vis 
mtdi ition the fiege was raifed, on condition that bis holinefs 
would abftain from profccuting Sigiffnund Malateftsy whom he 
at that time blocked up in Arimini. Thus did the Triejline 
war end with the operations of one campaign, after the gar- 
rifbn had been reduced to atcai extremities s. 

* 'M l. Ca-p’o ibid B.cTvRE. ilifl. Allcma;rn. v. e. 
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The Venetian fleet and army having wintered in theilfo- 
rea^ wtre ready eaily in the fpring to take the field ; but or- 
ders were lent that they fliould wait for the anival oiUrfo 
yujiinicino^ appointed to take the command of the fleet and 
army from Lorctano and Bertino^ Bcibre his arrival an %n- 
countcr happened, in which the Venetians loft fiueen hundred 
of their men, v/ith Jitemlulo who commanded, near Motion, 

Vrfo arrrived at Alodon a few days after, and taking upon him 
the command of the fleet left part of the forces in the Moiea 
with Bcrtim^ and failed with the reft dircbfiy to Alttyleni\ ^ 
which he attacked with great vigour. 'I'his was the capital 
of the ifland of that name in the Archipelago,, taken a few 
ycais before by the A breach being made in the 

wails L/i^ ordered it to be ftormed, where, after a bloody ac- ^ 
tion for fomt. hours, he- was at laft rcpulfcd with grcxti lofs, 
and forced to abandon the enterprize \ 
he went to Nigropont^ where, refleding on Ivs mifearriage, he 
died of a lowncii. and opprcIEon of fpirits. (Ji‘ico?no hcreiano 
vi’as fent to take the command of the fleet, wliich fiuled upon 
the de»th of Urfo to ‘Ju: A'lcrea, Sigifmwul A4a Li cjte was ap- 
pointed general of the army, and both the commanders im- 
mediately fet out wdth a fmall fquadron and :i icmroi cement 
of Ci'^e thourand to join the foice^?. e 

the army in a miferah’e coiuiition after the death u{ Atundulo : 
he complained loudly of the iiijuiy done his rq->uuuion in ap- 
pointing him general of a handful of clil'eaied broken troops, 
oppolcd to a nutneioiKS and powerful ejiemy : however, re- 
f lake the nit/ft of his condition, he maiched and Sparta 

Liivl ric;;c :o upatiu \ but, after continuing two months before Jicoe.L 
^ the wall^ he was lorccd to a!;.i:iJon the enterprize h Dur- 
ing the ftegcof Spaiia, Ijvciano with the ibet made a defeent 
on Rhodt’S,, returning after he hud wafted the iiland to Nigro- 
paiit. I'huS ended ilic c.unpaign without any memc'rabic ac- 
perfoimed fince ii;e anival of Malatcjle and Lorctano, 
iKaria in the fprin*! Loieiano refolved to pais iheftrcights A. D. 
i)L Gidllpoli,, hut was irulha^’d in the attempt by the lrreiu:th 
of ifbe Lurhjh forts on each coaft. The whole ftimriier wms 
fpent in cxpedlatir.n of the event of pope (-ndcavours 

lo excite the other chrillian powers againft the j but 
' his holinefs dying at Ancona,, where he ariived to meet the am- 
bafTadors of different potentates, the w'hole enterpnze ended 
in fending aflender remittance of money to Matthl.iS tff Hun^ 
gary^. The plague i aging \n Napoli di Romagni a, Ahdutsjh 

^ Sat. I I. ibid. Amki ot. Hiil. Veiiet. vj. 2 . p. 2 . 

^ Hill, des Ibi In vie Je I'lo. oaron. t 8.11a. pKcf. 
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retired with the army to Laconia^ where he wintered, having 
attempted nothing during the whole feafon. Vidior Capeilo 
was fcnt the next year to fuccced Loretano ; but no reinforce- 
ment was given to Malatejle. Ca^ello failed to Aul'ida^ which, 
wfith Larfa^ he took, after a vigorous refiftance. He after- 
wards paired into the gulph of Corinth, upon the promife of 
the inhabitants to deftroy the garrifon, and put the town of 
Patras into his hands. Here Barbadteo, the proveditor, land- 
ed, and entering Patras^ the foldiers immediately tell a pil- 
laging, during which they were attacked by a body of Turkijh 
horfe, and defeated ; not above a thoufand, out of four times 
that number, efcaping. Barbadico w^as killed in the tumult, 
and being afterwards known by his armour, his body was 
impaled ^ Capclh^ not difeouraged with this lofs, landed 
all the forces, and briskly attacked the city ^but was re- 
pulfed by a vigorous fally, and forced, after great flaughter 
of his men, to feek refuge on board the fleet. He was fo 
much aflc£ted with this lofs, that he fell fick and died a few 
days after (D). 

The republic, in the mean time, was involved ih a war 
in Italy in fupport of Bartholomeo of Bergatno, who came to 
a ruptuie with Ferdinand of Naples. However, before their 
troops joined him, a battle was fought^ which brought on a 
peace. The next year was memorable for the lofs of Nigro- 
pent, which the Turks took in defpite of all the attempts of 
the Venetian fleet, and obftinate defence of the garrifon. All 
the garrifon w^^s put to the fword, and not even the fick, 
the decrepid, women, or children fpared This Iri? ^reaily 
affedled the republic: the barrier of Italy was now in the hands 
of the enemy j and nothing remained but to lament the in- 
dolence, inactivity, and avarice, which had produced the ca- 

* Sabel, 1 . 8 . d. 3. “Ibid, etiam, Sansov. Cron. Venet. 
* Sabel. ibid. Carcol. 1 . 3. apud. Baron. 

(D) This year died the brave as thofe of the diftator. Jja- 
Francifeo Sfcrza^fkxxkt of Milan, (i) fays, he ncver^toll a 

in the fixty-fiflh year of his battle, and calls him eloquent, 
age. Hiftorians are profufe in juft, chafte, and pious. How 
his praifes ; and indeed his ac- far he might deferve fomc of 
tions befpeak him one of the thefe epithets, the reader muft 
greateft men ever produced, judge from what we have re- 
Sabellicus equals him with Julius lated. Certain it is, that am- 
Cafar ; and perhaps not unjull- bition and pride were ftrong in- 
ly, 'had his fituQtion admitted gredients in his charadler. 
of adlxons fo glaringly llriking 

(i) Bahon. 594, f. 8. tit, 6, 
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lamity. The fenate, when it was too late, augmented the 
fleet with forty-five additional fail ; a force more than faf- 
ficient to have protedted this important place, though unable 
to recover it. Ntcolao Canalh^ who commanded the fleet, 
determining, if poflible, to regain the public efteem, 
which he had undcfervedly forfeited for not covering 5V/- 
groponU to which his ftrength was inadequate, failed imme- 
diately in queft of the TurUJi) fleet, which had quitted A7- 
g%/}pont a few days befbie he was joined by Venieri, and the 
fleet from Venice. He got fight of the enemy at Chios \ 
but the Turkifl) admiral found means to elude an engage- 
ment. He then fteered his courfe back to Nigropont^ in hopes 
to furprife it ; but the attempt mifearried, with the lofs of two 
hundred men, and Giovanni Tronoy one of the braveft oflicers 
of the fleet. Here he was fuperfeded by Pietro MocenigOy to 
whom Canalis faid, that had he remained longer in his of- 
fice, he doubted not of recovering Nigropont. Mocenigo re- 
plied, that iPhis hopes were well founded, he would willingly 
iiifpend his authority for the good of the public; aqd at the 
fame^time offered him all the afliftance he could in a fubal- 
tern capacity : an inftance of public fpirit rarely compatible 
with private ambition CanalUy upon this, declined con- 
tinuing in a ftation of which he was deprived by the repub- 
lic,* and returned to Venice j from whence, immediately on his. 
arrival, he was banifhed for life. Thus did this unfortunate 
officer fall a vidlim to popular difeontent, and the mifeondudt 
of the adminifiration p. 

^MOCENIGO no fooner alTumed the command than he re- 
turned with the fleet to the Moreoy there to winter, deferring 
to enter upon adlion until the fpring. Otboman fpent the 
winter endeavouring to conclude a peace with the Venetians ; 
for this politic prince apprehended, left his having poflTeffion 
of Nigropont might excite other chriftian powers againft him : 
he was therefore dcfirous of taking off the chief maritime ftate 
V by a peace, or, if nothing was concluded, to amufe the re- 
\ public by negociations from paying all the attention to their 
armaments they otherwil? might. How long this treaty which 
(jihoman fet on foot might have lafted we know not : from 
this time to tjie death of the doge nothing is related by hifto- 
rians befidcs an alliance formed with the fophi of Per Jia\ 
which was concluded a few months before Moro died, and 
three years after the lofs of Nigropont, Moro^ reign was un- 
fortunate, owing chiefly to his indolence and want of vigour. 

® Sab EL. I. 9. d. 3. Amei.ot. Hifl. Venet. t. 2. p z. Pibid. 
' Baron, t. 8. Sabel. 

O 2 



t^6 Hijlory of Venice. C. i, 

A, D. A fort of flow cautious prudence feemed to charaflcrize him, 
J470. and produce the meafures which had nearly terminated in 
the ruin of the republic : had Othoman been Icfs employed in 
. he would undoubtedly have made his advantage of 

th^ important acquilition of Nigropmt. 

N ICO LAO TRO NO, Doge LXVIIL 

Nicolao NICOLAO TRONO was elefled by the unanimous con.- 
Trono, font of the foliate and people to the fuprenic niagiilracy : his 

iiogi> reign, though not very long, was prolperous, the event con- 

LXV^lII. firming the judicious choice of the fenate. Upon his accef- 
A. D. fion, with the confent and approbation of the republic, he 
font ambaffadors to the pope and Ferdinand, to exhort them 
to aim agairift the common enemy of Chrijiendom: he like- 
wife dilpatchcd an envoy to the king of Cy/>;7o-, *with limilar 
inlirudlions, all of whom received the Itronged aflyranccs 
of powerful fuccours. • 

^ ]) Little was performed this year by the fleet under Moce- 
1472, befidcs the furprifal of fonic uninipoitant places in Ionia, 

and protefting Lemnos, upon which theTr/r-vj mediated a 
defeent. Early in the fpring he fot fail tor Afta Minor, where 
he w’afled, deUroyed, and Ipread terror all over the coafls, 
defeating the cnemv in icvcral encounters and bkiimiftics.» On 
his reniin to the A let at he was joined by Ferdinand^ s adini- 
ral : Iiaviro; dchialled tiie fleet at Alodon, without waiting 
or Hic popr .luxiliarie^, he tailed di;c Aly for Rhodes, where 
lie dt-fo ted a ‘ iykij}:> tquadron that lay before the chief city, 
and blocked op tnc ch;i(lian inhabitants : having likclvifc; 
(Icftfcu'd a'd the enemy’s forts and works in the ifland, he 
fet fill lor Capraria, and joined the pope’s fleet under the con- 
duct of a legate ^ Mutual compliments and congratulations 
having paffed, Motenigo failed with his whole fleet, confift- 
in of forty-fix Venetian gallies, thirty-feven auxiliary vcflcls, 
and two gallics from RJjodes, in all eighty-five gallies, for 
Venetians Sataiia, which city he rcfolved to attack. The troops being^ 
Attack and landed the trenches were opened, «nd the city taken in a few 
defiroy days : all the rich merchandize of the Eaft, cinnamon, 

Satalia. cloves, and fpices, with great quantities of rich filks, were 

burnt and plundered by the foldiers, after which the citadel 
was ftormed. The firft wall was taken after a bloody en- 
counter i but the foaling ladders proving too fhort for the 
interior wall, Mocenigo w|s forced to raife the fiegc, which he 
did with great reluctance®. Thence he failed to Rhodes^ 

® Vie dcs Papes, t. 4. * Sabel* 1 . 9. d. 3. 
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where he met with the Perfian ambaflador, who came to folicit . 
fire-arms and a train of artillery for his matter to begin the ' 
war wiih the Turks^ which Mocenigo promifing, difmiflcd him 
highly Iktisfied with the fuccefs of his ambafly, and the power 
of the republic 

The Turks in the mean time were not idle; for a large i 
corps entering Italy crofled the river Sancino^ and fpread ter- 
ror and defolation over the whole country of Fridi, but 
advanced no farther. Patd the fecond feeing the danger to 
which Italy and the church wereexpofed fummoned a council, 
at which the ambafllidors of a great number of princes and 
ftates attended. Paolo Moroftni was fent by the republic : 
this miniftcr reprefented, in an elegant and patnctic oration, 
the fliarc the republic had for a feries of years taken in op- 
pofing the Turh^ and defending the chrillian religion : he 
affirmed j that Venice alone had fuftained the whole weight of 
the OFwnan power in Thrace^ Illyrium, and the iflands of the 
/lrcIj}pc!ago\ but that the enemy was now, through the in- 
dolence of the chriftian princes, arrived at fuch a pitch of 
power, as not only threatened the extinftion of the republic 
but of htaly^ and even of all Europe, Frederic the third was 
prefent; to Aloroftnl chiefly addrefl'ed himfcir, affirm- 
ing there was now a poffibility of cruflimg the proud Otbo- 
tncin^ if his imperial majefty would undertake the chiiflian 
caufe with chearfulnefs equal to his great power Barodus re- 
lates, that the emperor flept while the fccuiity of the church 
was debated, fo foundly that not the noil'e of the Turkijt) can- 
non could have waked him. Indeed, lays Cawparms, notliing 
cniild have withftood Frederic had he fought half lo vigoroully 
as he fnored : fuch was the refult of the council fiom which 


fo much was t xpeded, 

A fOCENfCiO vji\s in the mean time ravaging the coafls 
of Afia towards Cbm and the promontary of Tbermena : here 
Findimwd's fleet parted with him and retired for the winter, 

'i otwithftanding which Mocenigo refolved to lay fiege to JVJocenigo 
Sailing from Nejfo the fleet .arrived in three days takes ^ 
before the city, to the noilefs aflonifhmcnt than confufion Smyrna, 
of the inhabitants : willing to make the moft of their con- 
fternation Mocenigo landed the troops, and inftantly aflaulted 
the walls with irrefittiblc vigour. The Ibldiers no fooner 


entered the town than a horrible flaughter began without dif- 
tindion of age or fex ; all were put to the fword, in defpite 
of Mocey}igo\ endeavours to prevent jhis maflacrc ; the city 
W’as laid watte, and immenfe fums of gold and filver coin. 


^ Karon, ubi fupra. 
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pUte, jewels, and other rich booty taken. The governor 
of the province having colleded a confiderable army marched 
againft the Venetians^ who firmly renewing the attack gave 
him fo warm a reception, that the Juris were utterly defeated 
and broke, though the aftion was not of fufficient duration 
to ^make the number of flain confiderable. After this the 
Venetians returned to the city, and in revenge laid it in 
afties Thence the fleet fteered to Clazomene^ which hav- 
ing plundered, Mocenigo returned to Napoli in the Morea to 
winter (E). The pope’s legate returned with his fleet to 
Italy^ after paying the higbeft compliments to the Venetian 
admiral upon his conduift and fuccefs. Mocenigo difpatched 
the Per fan ambafl'ador in a galley to Venice : upon which the 
fenate not only granted his demand, of a large train of ar- 
tillery and ftores ; but likewife fent great quantities of 
gold and filver ciirioufly wrought plate, a fum of gold du- 
cats, and feveral pieces of fine Verona fcailet cloth tc Ujjan 
Cajfan. 

Afterwards Mocenigo fleered his courfe towards Cilicia^ 
and entering the haihour of Jhcrjdo]a^ Sdufia^ he met 
ambalVadors from Caffuniiety the CarqmTiian^ brother to P/- 
raneet, king of Cilicia, to requeft his affiflnnce in the reduc- 
tion of Sechin^ Cor:a^ and Sclucin. Caffambet doubted not 
bt!t the furrender of thofe three cities would re-ellabli(n his 
family in the regal dignity, from which they were expelled 
by Othoman, The pl;in of the operations of the fleet and 
array being fettled, Sechin was attacked with great fury, and 
■ carried through the vigour and condu«l’i of Mocenigo, Coria 
and Selucia fliared the finic fate foon after, though the 
Turks exerted all the fkil), courage, and power they were 
pofTefled of in theii defence Thus x\\q Caraman brothers 
were reinflated in the kin2;dom of CHidn^ and Otboman de- 
piived of one of his richeft provinces by the vigour, addrefs, 

^ Sahel, l.q. d 3. La Vie des Pap. t 4. ^ Sabel '' 

1.9. d. 3, Baron, t. 8, fal. An. hoc, 

<1 

(E> While lay .nt tually fet fire to both. The flames 

Napoli, a young Sicilian, who were foon extinguiflied, and the 
had been taken by tlic Turks tii’.en and carped, before 

and carried to Galhfoli, havipg OthomaK, v./here he behaved with 
made k’.s elcr.pe, cainc to him incredible magnanimity. Being 
and undertook to 'fet f.re 10 the put to death, the fenate tiled a 
Tnrhifto fleet and if pension on his family in reward 

he would give Ills coi fc.it. 7 die of his hraviTv. Sahel. 1. 9. d. 3, 
admnal commending his ccur- Burou. A. Coriolan. 1 . 2. 

age he departed, and had ac- 

and 
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and intrepidit/ of the Venetian admiral. From hence he failed 
to Cyprus^ where he found James, the old ally and friend of 
the republic, on his death-bed. The king, who was married 
to Catherine Zeno, a Venetian lady of quality, recommended 
his queen to the proteftion of Mtcenigo and the republic, in 
oppofition to his filler Charlotta, who claimed the kingdom^ in 
the moll pathetic and moving terms ; and Charhtta, upon the 
death of her brother, fentan ambaffy toMocenigo, acquaint- 
ing him with her claim, and requefting his afliftance. Mo- 
ienigo anfwered the ambalTadors with great refpedl, informed 
them of the king’s will and his own promife, as well as the 
duty of the republic, to protedl Catherine. During his ftay at 
Cyprus the queen was delivered of a fon, of whom flie was 
pregnant at the death of the king ; and a few days afterwards 
advice arrived of the death of the doge who, during a Ihort 
adminillratibn of two years, had difplayed every quality which 
could ^ain the hearts of the people, and the elleem and re- 
fped of foreign Hates : his reign was remarkably fuccefsful, 
owing to his own wife condudt and judicious choice of ad- 
mirals. 
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N ICO LAO MARCELLO, DogeLXIX. 

The kn2X^ Nicolao Marcello, a nobleman of great Nicolao 
prudtncc, to the ducal chair, with no Icfs applaufe than they Marcello, 
had done his predeceflbr. Marcello purfued the plan laid d, LXIX. 
down by TCronos and was too wife to change men and mea- 
fures, which were attended with all imaginable fuccefs. 

After the doge’s death Mocenigo departed towards the 
end of autumn to the Morea, and wintered at Moclon, leaving 
a fquadron at Cyprus under Cornaro for the defence^ and fecu- 
rity of the ifland. In the beginning of the fummer he re- 
ceived advice of commotions and factions excited in Cyprus, 
which endangered the fafety of the queen and kingdom. The 
junflure was too critical to admit of delay; he haftened thi- 
^ *^hcr, but before his arrival, Cornaro, with his nephew Bemho, 
were murthered in a confpiracy formed by the bifbops, the 
queen’s phyfician, and flther perfons of diftindbion : the 
queen herfelf was likewife clofely befieged in the citadel. 

Souranza, the proveditor, who was difpatched with eight gal- 
lies, ar^ed fome days before the fleet ; but finding his force 
too i^der to compel the confpirators, he had recourfe to 
negyintions, which, however, terminated in nothing. Mo^ 
cenigo \ laft arriving flruck fuch terror into the rebels, chat 


* Sabel. 1 . 10. d. 3. Campan. apud. Baron, ibid. 
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they quitted the fiegc, and many left the ifland ; but the dili- 
gence of the admiral was fo great, that he feized upon the ring- 
leaders of the rebellion and murtherers of Cornara^ all of whom 
he inftantly put to death. Soon after he received a com- 
niiffion from the doge and fenate, appointing him governor of 
Cyf^'us r. Al ter he hr.d reftored tranquility in the ifland^ 
thinking it more for the advantage of the republic that he 
fhould enter upon aflion, he departed to relieve Scutari^ then 
beficgctl by a powerful Turkijh fleet and armyy leaving Sou^ 
ranza with a fufficient force, deputy-governor, for the protec- 
tion of the queen and kingdom (F). 

Turks OTHOMAN^ who thought the pofleflion of Scutari a ne- 
hejiegc ccflary fiep towards acquiring the dominion of Italy^f to which 

ScutJui. he afpired, li nt Soltman with ten thoufand janilTarics and fe- 

venty thoufand other troops, with a prodigious train ol artil- 
lery, and a flrong fleet, to inveft this city. T-ne trenches 
were opened, a bridge throwm over the river Bojana^ apd the 
batteries played furioufly againft the walls. At this time 
cmigo'^^ failing up xho Bojana^ as far as it was navigable, 
landed the troops, and encamped within five miles of the city, 
giving notice by rockets of his approach. T he Turks dhdea- 
vouring to block up the fleet brought on an adion, in which 
they weie totally defeated, leaving Motcnigo mafter of the 
river. Cormvkb of SJovania being flow in liis operations^ 
and the city hard prefled, the admiral lefolved to fuccour it at 
all events, which he eiFcftcd wdih a conduft and refolution 
hardly to he paralleled in hiftory ’'. Seizing on the bridge So* 
liman had thiown over the river, which v\as defended by 
ftrong batteries and a large body of troops, he luiccd two thou- 
fand men, with a confidcrablc quantity ol provilion and am- 
munition, into the city, amidft the enemy’s fire, and ihro’ a 
quarter of their camp commanded by Jh Beg- This rein- 
forcement enabled Loreiano the governor lo fultain the gene- 
ral afl'ault the next day. SoUman thinking the bicach confi- 
derable enough ordered it to be ftotmeJ by ten thouland ja- / 

y Sabel. 1. 10. d. 3. ^ BAjtoN. t. 8. Saksov. 

del. V. p. Sabel. 1 . 10. d. 3. 

(F) Scutari t the ancient See- 
diay Hands on the river Brjanay 
ilTuing from xhthiVx Scutari, on 
the eaft fide of the gulph c^f /"<?• 

Tiic^ almoft oppofltc to the rulph 
of Mamredonia, on the Italian 
coafl. The country whcic it 

nifTarics, 


Hands w:.** t!i? ancicnl^ 
now part ot BrJinatiat^^ com- 
nordv difiinguiihcd by tht name 
Alhania, The city Hands 
declivity of a hill of dlnncuit 
afeent, and is flrong both by art 
and ratwre,**- Atlas Univer/elle, 
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niilaries, fupportcd by the reft of the army. The aflion was a, D. 
dreadful for near two hours, when at length the Turks were 147^, 
diiven fronvthe walls with great flaughter : the garrifon Tal- 
lying out after them flew the confufed Tuj'ks in heaps, leaving Turks 
about four thoufand dead upon the field, after which they re- defeated^ 4 
turned into the city laden with rich booiy and glory. }ii a 
word, Solimnn^ tired out with the obftinacy of the befieged, 
broke up his camp and retired to Macedonia^ after lie had 
fpent three months and loft twenty thoufand of his beft troops 
before SetHari (G). 

jMQGEImIGO on account of his health returned to 
nice^ as foon as he had accomplUhed his bufinefs at ; 

and Alarepietro^ who was left with the fleet, retired to a 
wholeibmcr air, the crews being lickly, owing to the moift 
air of the river^ and the unwholfome vapours exhaled from 
the marfnrt. Great rejoicings were made at Venice on advice 
that ^cutari was relieved ; prefents were fent to the governor 
Lrretano^ and the whole garrifon w'as rev/arded according to 
their inciit. As to Moccrigo he was received w'ith the moft 
extraordinary honours j prefents were heaped upon him, and 
a fcvv*days after his arrival he received the juft reward of his 
fidelity, intrepidity, and prudence ; for AiarccUo dying he was 
unanimoufly apjiointed his fucceflbr’^. Marcello'^ reign was . 
fliort, not exceeding a year and two months : he died much 
icgretled and efleemed, but his lofs vvas the lefs obferved on 
account of the fhining qualities and extraoioinary virtues of 
Alocenigo, He was buried with great folcmnity and pomp be- 
fore the fjnate proceeded to the eledfion of a new doge, the 
fcvcrci^n authority remaining in them dining tiiis fhort inter- 
regnum 

PIETRO AfOCENIGO, Doge LXX. 

A'lOCENlGO, on his acceilion to the dneal throne, re- pjetro 
f)]vcd to take vigiirous meafnres for pio^ecuting the Moceni- 

‘war : his firtt act o.^ auihoiity was appoiiuing Loietuno^ who go, dooe 

LXX.*" 

^ Satel. 1. lo. d. CepiO apud Sacel, ibid. San- 

•sov. del. V. p. SaNoOv. ibid. 
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this element, that the Turks v/ere 
no fooner retired than the fol- 
diers crowded in- heaps to the 
rivcf, where they drank to fuch 
eveefs that iniuiy of them pe- 
ri thed, 

had 



202 


A. D. 

* 475 - 


A. D. 
1476. 


Andrea 
Vendra- 
mino, do^ 

LXXI. 


The Hifiory of Venice. C. 1. 

had fo bravely defended Scutari to be captain of the gallies. 
In the fpring Solman undertook the fiege of Lipanto^ with an 
army of thirty thoufand men, of which Loretano receiving in- 
telligence failed from Pokj where he wintered, to the relief 
of the city. On his way thither he took and funk a large 
Genoefe argozoy, laden with Turkijh merchandize of iminenie 
value ; then failing to Lepanto he entered the harbour, and 
fupplied the town fo plentifully, that Soliman^s attempts were 
baffled, after he had fpent four months in the fiege, and loft 
near five thoufand men The Turkijh fleet fleered for Lem» 
no$^ and laying fiege to Coccina furioufly battered the walls : 
the enemy were preparing to florin the town, when Loretano 
feafonably arrived, and conflrained the infidels to raife the 
fiege and abandon the ifland^ (H) ; after this nothing was 
done for the remainder of the feafon. Befori; the fucceeding 
{f zing Macen} go died, with the reputation of the btaveft cap- 
tain and wifeft politician Venice had produced for a great pum- 
ber of years. There was a modefty and moderation in his car- 
riage and condufl peculiar to real merit ; nor did his virtues 
appear until they were drawn forth into a£lion, his diffidence 
and referve throwing a cloud over his great abilities ; it: was 
faid of him that chance only gaind him reputation ; for had 
not the occafions of the ftate hirniflied an opportunity of dif- 
playing his capacity and courage, he would have died aslov/ in 
the efteem of mankind as now he was defervedly exalted. His 
extreme baflifulnefs gave him an air of timidity and weaknefs, 
which only his extraordinary adfions could prevent men’s con- 
flruing to his prejudice. In (hort, no man ever more faith- 
fully ferved his country, and no flate ever returned his fer- 
vices with moie gratitude and efteem 

ANDREA VENDRAMINO, DogeLXXI. ' 

The funeral obfequies of this valuable prince having been 
duly celebrated, the feiiate met for the eleclion of a fuccef- 


® Sabfl. I. 10. d. 3. 
Sansov. del. V. p. 

(H) Sabdlicus relates an ex- 
traordinary inllance of filial duty 
and courage in a young lady on 
this occafion : her father being 
wounded in an attack, fhe tc^)k 
his fword and target, and fijught 
with an intrepidity th'it ama/,ed 
everyone, drove the Tuiks from 
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the walls, and faved the city. 
Hence the hiflorian co/^cludes^ 
that however the culloms 'f the 
ifland may be altered, 
pofuion of the women is till the 
fame, the Lannian ladies having 
always been diftingiiifhed for 
thcii* courage. L. lo.. d. 3. 

for. 
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far. Their choice fell upon Jndrea VerJramino^ more re- 
markable for his age than any qualities of his mind, he being 
at this time in his eighty-fourth year. He was not long efta- 
blifhed in his authority when the Turh laid ficge to Croia, a Turks fo- 
citj oi Albania, The army of the befiegers confifted of 
thoufand horfe and footy with a numerous train of artillery rCroia. 
they had battered the walls for two months before the garrifon 
had any profpefl: of relief. At laft Antoniato Doria and Lodo^ 
vico Tefernato aflemblcd a corps of two thoufand Venetians and 
othcr>/iffl//flw;, with which fmall force they determined to 
hazard a battle **. On approaching the enemy they drew up 
in a fquare, the foot being intermixed with the horfe : in this 
manner they advanced againft the infidels, who came out of 
their lines to meet them. The battle began, and courage 
addrefs were oppofed to multitudes : the Turks at laft began ’ 
to give way ; their ranks once broke, they found it impoflible*'^ ^ ' 
to raWy, the Venetians prefled them fo clofe. In this manner 
were they driven to their intrenchments, where they were 
purfued and entirely defeated with the lofs of one half of their 
army^ their camp was taken, and in it an incredible rich 
booty, which was wholly divided among the foldiers in re- 
ward of their bravery, the commanders generoufly refigning 
their (hare to the private men *. 

Next day the Turks,, having joined their detachments, re- Return re 
turned and availed the Venetians with great fury : they were, the charge 
notwithftanding the fuddenefs of the attack, received and beat 
bravery, and would have been defeated a fecond time had the Vene- 
cavalry done their duty ; but the horfe being put in diforder^ians, 
abandoned the field, leaving the foot to fuftain the whole 
force of the enemy. This they did, animated by the exam- 
ple of the proveditor and other officers, with ama- 

zing firmners : but their number being greatly diminiftied, 
and Contareni killed, they were intirely furrounded. Refoived 
to make one moreeftbrt, they formed thcmfclves into a wedge, 

‘ and pufted through the enemy's ranks, with prodigious (laugh- 
ter on both fides : by this means a few of thofc brave men 
efcaped, and what is rem^arkable, carried off their fhare of 
the booty. The Turks,, though they weie mafleis of the field, 
did not care to refume the fiege, hut encamped at Tome dif- 
tance Croia,^ waiting for reinforcements K 

TJ death of Contareni,, and fo many intrepiil foldiers, was 
lamented at Venice,, nor was the fafety of 6V<?A; efleemed 
c^vwnt to this lofs : but what •augmented the coiitteuia- 
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* A. D. t'lon and grief of the fcnate, was intelligence that the Turks^ 

1476. in fpite of all their precaution, had broke a fecond time into 
Italy. 

. When the Turks retired, after their firft incurfion 
into the province of Friuli^ the Venetians drew a line and 
ftrodg works from the bridge at Goricia to the marflies of Aqui^ 
leia : this they imagined would be a fufficient barrier againft 
the further attempts of the infidels ; but they were no lefs 
Turks en- amazed than terrified at hearing that a powerful army was cn- 
ter Italy, camped on the banks of the river Lizonza. The troops-^who 
defended the works behaved with all imaginable courage, and 
would have foiled the endeavours of the enemy, had they 
i efcaped a fnare laid for them by the TurkiJ}) general. The 
Venetians being defeated, though with great flaughter of 
the enemy, the Turks were at liberty to proceed, which 
they did. Ikying wafte the vvhole province*. Immediately the 
fenate difpatched a fleet and body of forces to oppofe utheir 
progiefs, hut the were retired before their' arrival. As 

A D. taking meafures to relieve and fecurc the pro- 

1477. future invafions he died, after a reign of one year 
and eight months ^ (I). 

GIOVANNI MOCENIGO, Doge LXXII. 

Giovanni GIOVANNI MOCENIGO^ brother to Pietro^ a man 
Moceni- fcarce inferior in merit to that excellent prince, was raifed to 

f o, loge the ducal dignity, to the great fatisfadtion of the people, who 
,XX 1 I. equally refpefled him for his own virtue and his brother’s 
memory. 

The Turks^ after their retreat from Friuli^ refumed the 
fiege of Croia^ and at laft reduced the place after an amazing 
taken. obftinatc defence. Immediately they again invefted Scutariy 
with an army of forty thoufand men, provided with every ne- 
celTary : Otho?nan bimfelf arrived before the trenches were 
opened, with another army ftill more numerous. Though the 
garrifon did not exceed two thoufand men, yet, relying on the 
Itrength of the place and fpeedy al^ftance, they made prepa-* 

1 Morosin. Hid. 1. 6. Sabeu 1. 10. d. 3. ^ Saksov. 

del. V. p. 

\ '• 

'1 ■ 

(I) It wns in this prince’s claimed with ihe Turks, \^ako- 
reign that fine paintings were w/?/ hearing of his fame f^ ‘.for , 
firft fecn in Gentile I- him, and upon his exjjlunng 

finifhed the beautiful ceil- fomc inafterly pieces, conferred 
ings and pieces in the council very extraordinary honours and 
chamber. After peace was pro. pre.cnts on him. 
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rations for a vigorous defence. Oikomcin\ batteries began to 
play, and foon efteiJird a breach, which he ordered to be 
llormed. Tlie aflault was furious and the defence valiant ; 
Antonio Legkro^ the proveciitor, who commanded in chief 
omitted nothing vvhicli became an experienced and good offi- 
cer. 'rhe Turh^ we are told, fhot fuch quantities of arrows 
in the different alfaults, that the garrifon for months ufed no 
other fuel. The moats round the Town were filled with heaps 
of flain, which produced a ftcnch intolerable to the befiegere, 
and \fras one caufe of Mahn}vci\ relinquiftiing the enterprize: 
he made feveral attempts to cleanfe the ditch, but w^as always 
attacked with fo much refolution as obliged him to retire. At 
laft, wearied out with the tedioufnefs of the fiege, and per- 
ceiving the great diminution of his army, he ordered a retreat 
to be founded, ’and broke up^his camp with precipitation, the 
invincible garrifon Tallying out on his rear, and deftroyino- 
multitudes of his troops Hiftorians tell us that the licj^e 
lafted eight months, and coil Othoman no Icfs than thirty 
thnufand men, a number almoft incredible, if wc confider the 
fmalliforce of the garrifon. 

During the ficgc Scutari^ Cthoman detached a body of 
thirty thoufand men to enter Italy by the forts oiLhonza-^ A, D. 
but finding thefe ftrictly guarded, the infidels turned towards 
Mejan^ marching to the foot of the mountains, and propofing n-^ / 
to enter Germany by paths thought impaffable : they pro- 
cceded, horfe and foot, over precipices and mountains almoft 
incredible. One circumftance which Sabelliczi? relates exceeds over the 
any thing performed \yj Ihnmhal^ if not probability itfelf : he Alps, 
fays, that fomc of the rocks were fo fteep as rendered it im- 
poffible for horfes either to mount or defeend them : here 
they had recourfe to engines, by means of which the cavalry 
were drawn up or let down at pieafure ; a method which mult 
have protradted their march to a great length as their horfe 
amounted to twelve thoufand. Having thus conquered one 
part of the ////^r, they dcfcenclcd to the foot of mount Carina: 
here they received intclligc^ice riiac the next mountain was de- 
fended by a great number of the natives, through which thev 
muft either fight their 'vay or return. Determining upon the 
former they k*gun climbing the mountains by mear^s of hooks 
^ind ^r^^lcs contrived for the pnrpofe, with which the natives 
terrified ihat ih?y abandoned their pcft>, leaving the 
: liberty to purfue liieir march. In this maqner did 
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they enter Germany^ where they committed horrid devalU^ 
tionSy and fuch as were truly worthy of barbarians 

OTHOMAN^ having raifed the fiege of Scutari^ invefled 
Lijfa^ on the banks of the river Drlmon^ and took it, and 
two Venetian gallics which lay in the harbour (K). Here 
cofnmiilioners were fent to treat about peace, which at length 
fwTurks* concluded, upon thefe conditions, that Scutari, together 
with Tenarus^ a promontory in Laconia^ (hould be ceded to 
Othoman, and that the fenate (lioulJ annually fend him a tri- 
bute of eight thoufand crowns ; he, on the other hand^grant- 
ing the Venetian merchants particular commercial privileges 
within his dominions p. Scutari was accordingly furrendered, 
and of two thoufand men who compofed the garrifon when 
the fiegc began, only four hundred and fifty remained : they 
chofe rather to abandon the town and feek their fortune in 
the Morea than live under Othomnn^ though, out of regard for 
their courage, he offered them very extraordinary and ?tempt*- 
ing immunities and rewards. 

The ifland of Zant was like to be the occafion of renew- 
ing the war ; the Turkijh fleet having made a defccpt upon 
it, when Loretano the Venetian admiral coming up forced them 
to relinquifli the enterprize. Otimnan would have puniflicd 
his officers for an infradlion of the peace ; but they cxcufed 
themfelves by affirming they were ignorant of the treaty 

Before the republic was clear of this dangerous war flie 
found herfelf involved in another, in defence of the liberties 
of her ally the republic of Florence. The occafion was a con- 
fpiracy formed againft the family o\' Medicis^ by which Juliano 
de Medicis was murthcred, and his brother Lorenzo in immi- 
nent danger of his life. Saheato^ archbifhop of Pi/a, was 
the author of this plotj him the Florentines immediately 
hanged, and imprifoned a nephew of Sixtus, who was 
PFar njuiib fuppofed to be a confederate iw'the confpiracy. The pope, 
the pope, enraged againft the republic for the affiont offered his ne- 

phew, firft interdifled the Florentines, and then raifed an ar- 
my to inflidt temporal punifhment. Frederic oillrbim, and 
Alphonfo duke of Calabria, the inveterate enemies of Florence, 
were appointed generals, with orders to march diredlly into 
Tufeany *■. The Florentines, finding themfelves unable to cope 

»» Sabel.^ 1. lo. d. 3 . p Baron, ibid. SAY;rL, ibid. 

^ Sabel. ibid. *■ Baron t. 8. jpi 

(K) He ordered all the pri- j and there ma(t;icred in cold 
foners, amounting to two thou- 1 olood. 
faiid, to be carried to Marbcg, 1 
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With this powerful army, folicited the fiiccour of the Vene- 
tians^ which at that time they were not capable of affording in 
a manner fuicable to their inclinations and the majefty of the 
republic : but the Tnrkijh war being ended, next leafon they 
fent a powerful body of horfe, under the conduct of Carolo 
Montone to their afliftance. Upon his death, which happened 
a few days after his arrival on the continent, Roberto Mala- 
t^le was appointed to 'the command: he croffed the lake 
Pergfa^ making furious incurfions into the country of the 
Per^ns^ and taking feveral towns of fmall importance. 

About the middle of the fummer, Malatejie meeting with the 
army under Matthao Campana^ governor of Rome and nephew 
to pope Sixtus^ a bloody battle was fought near mount Spa- 
ralla. The viftory was warmly difputcd for the fpace of two 
hours ; bat thVenemy’s firft line falling back, the whole ar- 
my was put into confufion, and Malatejie left matter of the 
field, their artillery, baggage, and a confidcrablc number of 
prifoners : after this exploit he wafted the Perufin and Sien- 
nois territories, then returning into winter- quarters The 

Florentines were foon after defeated by the Neapolitan forces, 
which produced a peace, and occafioned the republic of Fe- 
nice to recal Malatejie and their army into Lombardy. 

Kor the two following years we find the republic but little 
concerned in foreign tranfaftions : her care was employed 
in relieving and alleviating domeftic calamities, which befel 
her at this period. In the year 1480 a plague broke out with A plague 
the utmoft fury, fweeping off 300 perfons in a day, and defola- Venice, 
ting the city, until the feverity of the winter checked its ravages. 

A dreadful fire which confumed a great part of the doge’s pa- ^ 
lace, St. MarFs church, and the great hall of the pregadi, 
with an infinite quantity of rich furniture and moveables, ren- 
dered the next year unfortunate. As a fmall alleviation of 
thefe calamities the ifland oi Coritia^ or Veia^ in Coriiia 

W'as annexed to the dominions : it had been amtexed t$ 

in the time of Riniero Zeno to count Schkchincllo, furnamed tbe domr- 
Frangipane, whofe poftejity poffefied the fupreme jurifdiftion nionsofthe 
for the fpace of two hundred years, acknowledging their te- republic. 
nurc of the republic by a, fmall tribute : they had afterwards, 
during the troubles in Dalmatiaj been fubjeci to a variety of 
matte' i : now, upon fome difputes arifing between Maer- 
llajL prince and his people, he rcfolved to quit the au- 
^hSrh ' and furrender the ifland into the hands of the Fene- 
plans f which he executed, himfelV retiring to Fenice^ where 

* Hilt, des Papes, vld. Tub. Annot. ' oansov. Cron. 
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' A D ^ pcnfion fettled for life. , The /^M«rg-^7m??J made an 

ilsz illand, but were fruftratcd by the ar- 

^ ' rival of Fi^or Souranza^ who fecured it to the republic 
. So exteniivc were the connexions of the republic, that the 

Venetiam did not remain long dilengaged from foreign waw. 
Difputes A Quarrel now arofe with Hercules duke of Ferrara^ the parti- 
•with the cular caufe of which it* will be necefiary to recite : Borfia^ 
Me of father of Hercules^ and indeed all the dukes of Ferrara^ 
rmara. ^ yg^rs been clofely cemented in intereft and 

iriendfhip with the rcpublij:. Hercules feemed to inhfcTit tlie 
difpofition of his predccellbrs, until his marriage with Leonora^ 
daughter of king Ferdinand had wiought a. change in his fen- 
timents, and produced a coldncfs towards the Fenctians, The 
firft aXion declarative of this alteration was the permitting 
the fait works at Cotnmachia to be opened, coTitrar^^ to an ex- 
prefs treaty w'ith the repuyic : be .next laid a tax upon all 
Fenetian merchandize imported to his dominions, thoutih for 
time immemorial the commerce of the republic had been ex- 
empted from all impofitions and duties. At laft he proceeded 
to extremities, built a fort at Cap Dargre^ a grois infraXion 
of the compaX fubfifling with the Venetians ; and not con- 
tented with this inftance of defiance, drove out of the city 
all the Venetians^ ordering the bifliop at the lame time to. ex- 
communicate the fubjeXs of the republic. This extraordi- 
nary conduX can only be accounted for by aferibingit to the 
influence of Leaiora and intrigues of Ferdinand The fenate 
remonftrated with Hercules^ fent frequent ambaflies to him, 
an^ even employed pope Sixtus to mediate the differences be- 
tween the two Hates ; but every endeavour of theirs v/as fu- 
pcrceded by the cunning oi Leonora and piide of H rcuLsy who 
Delates /« i»folenlly attributed the patience of the fenate to pufillanimity. 
thejrnate debates upon his conduX arol’c in the fenate ; fon.e 

eonurning were for bearing with every infult rather than be provoked 
the into a war, at a time w'hcn they dicaded the power of Othc^ 
Jurcs to he man, and lived upon fo precarious terms with the ntoft power- 
taken ’^iv'uhfxxXmoirAiiAx in the univerfe : they likewife alledged the ha- 
HercuLs. 7ard of a war with a warlike prince, allied by blood and 
marriage to two potent princes, who would not fail to em- 
brace bis quarrel asa fairopjiortunityof reeking their vengeance 
on the republic, whole profperity they envied A aajority 
nnfwcrcd, that thefe were the arguments of fear and p't^filla- 
nimiry ; that the city had fupported wars of more con^eo5(^^. 

' • i 

T>.\rrk Hifl. de Allem. fub. hoc. An. FouoA-i.sEs, t. i. 
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patience undet >^11 iii$ghitier dpl]i^dni^r ii^|rid^ 

contempt and infoits^ from oUiei? pet^ prmtesr and m^ethp 
world -magine that the ^irit whidi had raifed the repubKc 
to its.gmn&ur was degenerated. ; It was then affirmed, thjrt 
the finances were never in better order, and that the fliort 
peace they enjoyed had more thart reimburled the whole ex- 
pences 6 i the Turiijb war 5 that the power ei 'Ftrdinand was ' 
greatly^agnified, and the .Hungarian folly engaged in his 
war wife the emperor : But, admitting the power of Ferdi- 
nandy it was a(ked what aid cbtrld he afford to his fon- in-law i 
He had hts own coaffs to prote£): from the incurlions of the 
Vemtian fleet y and, as for his land forces, the pope’s do- 
minions, Sahinwy Spoliia^ La Marca^ and z\\ Italy from the 
mouth of ST^rr A Anconay was a (ufficient barrier againft his 
entrance into Lombardy. The pope, the Genoefe^ and the 
prince <Jf MontfnraU would out of policy join the Venetians 
In Ihort, thefe and a number of other arguments were urged, 
which in the end prevailed and determined the republic to 
come to a rupture with Hercules. War was accordingly dc- 
flounced, with. the ufual folemnities, and the inclinations of 
the people were vifible in the univerfal joy with which this againft 
proof of the fpirit of the republic was recefved. Ferrara. 

Two fleets were immediately equipped, the one to enter 
thePs and the enemy’s country, the other to keep Ferdinand 
in awe, and, if he took the field, to ravage the coafts of 
GaJabria and Apulia : this laft was committed to Souranzay 
the condud of the other to Damiano Moroy both officers of re- 
pute and experience. Two land armies were likewife raifed 
to carry on the war on both Tides the Po : Malatejie com- 
manded in chief, and. under him Sanfeverino. Volunteers 
from all corners of Italy flocked to the Venetian flandards, and 
the levies were completed in an incredible fhort time. San* 
feveriwy who commanded the army north of the Po, refolved 
to pafs into the enemy’s country, which he effeded, and im- 
mediately laid fiege to Mirgptk on the Po : his army con- 
iiffed of twenty tlmufand men, who afiaulted the town fo vi- 
goroufly that the garrilbn ^nade but a fliort defence Upon 
his approach the enemy abandoned Tracenta and other places, 

: which etr ouraged Sanfeverino to march to Ca^elnuovoy which . 
he redired in three days r here he received intelligence that 
a^S^WTitiTOiis army of the enemy lay ^tOfiigliay under the 

a ppoftited general of thc/>r- 

3^BaKBVs. 1. I. p. 18. etiamFoucass. 1. 1. p. 499. ^ Ibid 

etiani Bekbvs. 1. 1. 
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A. D. 
1482. 


Pope be- 
fieged in 

Rome. 


rarefe and Arragonian forces. After ordering the caufeways 
and banks between Mirafole and Ojiiglia to be broke down, to 
prevent the incurfions ot the enemy, he befieged Figarola 

Whii^e Sanfeverino was engaged before this town, the fleet 
lyider Moro took Hadria by fcalade, and fubdued in confer 
qucnce Commachio and all the adjacent country. Moro had in 
his voyage up the Po taken three forts, built toobftrutSt 
his paflage : here likewife he defeated a body of forces, 
under the condufl of Sigifmund D*JEJie^ brother to fUrcuUi^ 
and Giovanni BentivogUo of Bologna. Afterwards he joined 
the army at Figarola^ and the place was in veiled by land and 
water, but powerfully fupported by Frederic^ encamped on the 
oppofite fide, who found means not only to annoy the Vem* 
iiam with his artillery, but to fupply the town plentifully with 
every neceflliry. We are told, that at this ,>(icge Frederic 
continued an inceflant fire day and night from his artillery ; 
upon which Sanfeverino fent a trumpet acquainting him, that 
if he did not defill from fo unufual a method of making war, 
he would turn his cannon upon his camp It was then 
agreed that Frederic (hould only ferve his cannon while the 
Venetian batteries played upon the town. At laft, after a 
great' number of Ikirmilhes between both camps, and a variety 
of afTauIts, the town was at laft taken by ftorm, after hav- 
ing fuftained a ficgc of fix weeks : fevir prifoners were made, 
moft of the garrifon being killed in the adlion, or drowned 
endeavouring to efcape As Sanfeverino was repairing the 
walls, both he and Loretano the proveditor falling fick, they 
were carried to Padua^ where the latter expired : Moro too 
was forced to return for bis health to Venice^ and died. In- 
deed a prodigious mortality raged over the whole fleet and 
army, no lefs than fifteen thoufand men having perilhed of 
fluxes and fevers during the campaign. 

In the mean time the pope was befieged in Rome by Al^ 
phonfo duke of Calabria. Rcfolving to fuccour his brother-in- 
law Hercules^ he was under the neceffity of marching through 
the pope’s- dominions : in this refolution he was ftrongly 
fupported by the powerful families of the Colonefji and Savel/i^ 
who had long been the implacable enemies of the holy fee. 
Two cardinals of thefe families were imprifoned by the pope’s 
order : a circumftancc that redoubled the diligence ot their 
friends to alSft Alphonfo **. The pope, thus blocked up, 
wrote to the fenate for fuccours : in confequcnce of 
Malatcjle was ordered ^to march to Rome i Souranza to lay 
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wafte the^ coafts of Calabria and Apulia^ and the Venetian 
ambaflTador at Rome empowered to levy forces at the expence 
of the republic. Malatejie haftened by long marches to the Bejiegers 
capital, where, after an obftinate battle, Alphonfo^^efiated fy 

and raifed the fiege. Here he died in a few days, owing y> Malatefte. 
the fatigue he underwent during the engagement 

While the Venetians were gaining laurels in the pope’s 
dominions, their officers were not idle on the a detach- 
ment (jrom army, under his fon Fracajfo^ in con- 

junftiOT* with ViSior Souranzot obtained a complete viflory 
over Sigifmmd D\Ejie^ making feventy officers of diftindlion 
prifoners, with a prodigious number of foldiers. Sanfeverino 
himfelf, as foon as he recovered his health, returned to the 
army, and marching from Figarola^ laid a bridge over the 
and prqpeedtd dire£lly to Ferrara : encamping within 
a mile of the city, he repaired a fort the enemy had aban- 
doned, drew lines of circumvallation, and the natural fituation 
being ftrong, fortified them with fo much art as not only fe- 
cured.his own camp from fallies, but greatly diftreffed P^r- 
rara ^ ^In this manner was Hercules inclofed within the walls 
of his capital, when Sixtus^ unmindful of his late obligations 
to the republic, by an unaccountable policy, fell off from the 
Venetians^ and joined the enemy. Francifeo Diedo^ the Vem- A. D. 
tian reTident at Rome^ foon perceived this alteration in his 14S3. 
holinefs, and acquainted the fenate with his fulpicions. Every ^ « 

means was employed to preferve the friendfhip of Sixtus^ *>ut ^ 

to no effedt, his holinefs not only joining the enemy but com- 
manding the republic to lay down her arms and reftore to 
Hercules all her conquefts. Unwilling to lofe the fruits of a 
war undertaken with juftice, defirous of keeping upon terms 
with his holinefs, and likewife of fhewing the world the mo- 
tives of their condufl, the fenate employed Bernardo JuJiiniano^ 
the greaieft orator of his age, to draw up a memorial to be 
prefented at all the foreign, courts. In fubftance this memo- 
rial contained an affurance that they had declared war not 
only with the pope’s confent but at his inftigation, and after 
numberlefs injuries and affronts \ that now they not only pre- 
ferred peace to war but even to viSory, could it be obtained 
on terms not injurious to the honour of the republic ; that 
though the Venetians were willing to treat his holinefs with 
rcfpe<a, yet they feared his conduS on this occafion would 
bp ,iS*onftrued into a cunning and fubtle policy, unbecoming the 
"wnplicity and opennefs of the head rf ChriJTs church ; that 
while ihc Venetians i for twenty years, withftood the weight 

^ Card. BfiM. ibid. 
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of the Turkijh jH)wcr, not one Italian prince thought them*- 
felves obliged to engage in a quarrel which a(Fe<^ed their re* 
ligion ; now that property became the objefl: in difpute they 
were ready to unite in oppreiling that (late which had been 
the bulwark of the liberties of Italy. The fenate requefted of 
his holinefs difpaffionately to weigh their circumftances, to 
follow the dictates of his own underlbnding, and not be mifled 
by the artifices of certain perfons, whofe intcreft was the rule 
of their condudl. As to themfelvcs, they were determined to 
profecute a war begun at his folicitation, and after ^repeated 
injuries ; the event they committed to Providence. 

SIXTUS^ inftead of admitting or even deigning to anfwcr 
their arguments, immediately excommunicated the fenate, 
and entered into a clofc alliance with Ferdinand and the other 
enemies of the republic. A congrefs was held at CaJfeLMag- 
giore^ and a ftrong confederacy formed againft the Venetiam 
by all the powers in Italy.^ the Gemefe exceptejl : the^duke of 
Jujlria likewife favoured this alliance by denying a paffage 
thro’ his dominions to fomc French and Savoyay'ds^ who cnlilkd 
'With Renatus of Lcrraine^ at that time in the pay 
Renatus ftrengthened the Venetian army with one tb uland 
foot and four hundred boiic, and every other meafurc was 
League purfued to oppofe the formidable league : one part of the 
formed Venetian army marched into Lombardy^ the other rernaining 

agahift before Ferrara j from whence two of Sanfeverino^s fons went 

Venice, enemy. The afilifted father fent apologies to the 

fenate, requefting that they would accept of the redoubled 
diligence of the parent, and fideliiy of his two remaining chil- 
dren, in attonement of the treachery of his fons, whom he 
Ihould ever difclaim. Perfectly fatisfied of the innocence of 
San/everino, the fenate fent meflengers to comfort and aflfure 
him of their continued efteem and affe£fion 
JLPHONSO, in the mean time, throwing a bridge over 
the river beyond Cajfan^ entered Ghiradadda and pafled to the 
Bergamafcoy vchere he took feveral towns, after which he 
reduced all the Brefdan country. Sanfeverino^s army was 
greatly inferior ; fo that he neither could come to a battle, 
nor cover all the towns of confcqucnce^ to the republic S Bar- 
laro^ fon to the famous Francifeo of that name, was fent, 
however, to fecure Brefcia^ all the furrounding territory be- 
ing entirely reduced by the enemy, whofe forces were CQnfl- 
derably augmented by the junftion of the prince of 

8 Barre Hitt. Allcm. t. 8. parti. h Fouc. 1 . 2. d.4. 
^ SfiMB. 1 . 1. 
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- DurIwo thefe tranfaflions forty of the enemy’s gallies, 
under of fon to FcrdincYid^ took L^pi on 

the coaft 6f Dalmatia \ then failing to Corfu made Icveral k/the tne^ 
fierce attacks on the ifland, but were always repelled by the 
bravery of Gmgio Hart and the garrifon. At laft, having loft 
abo«it one thoufand men to no purpofe Frederic retired j but 
neither by fea nor land did a general a£lion happen during 
the campaign, which was fpent in marches, counter-marches, 
and fieges, without any confiderable progrefs. The lofs of Ca- 
Ks/ay^ndeed, gave the republic uncafinefs, as it was a place 
of importance ; (he confided in the fidelity of the inhabitants, 
and was betrayed 

ALPHONSOi prefled by repeated letters to come to the 
relief of Ferrara^ quitted the Brefcian by long marches, but 
was outftripped by the vigilance of Sanjeverino, who arrived 
at Cajfelnum)0' b*efore the enemy imagined he had moved : 
here he put his army into quarters and vtnt. to Venice, where 
he was received with great honours ; but before his departure 
he recovered all the towns the enemy had taken that cam- 
paign between the Po and the Brefcian. The fenate likewife 
beltovfed very confiderable favours on tVs. Rejft of Parma, who 
hao bravely maintained their j^rv'cnd againft Lodovico Sforoca, 

As they weie then baiiilhed the,, country, a penfion of thir^- 
two jhoufand crowns was fettled on the two brothers Guido 

and Giacomo e o r • 

On this occafion the fenate, by the advice of Sanfeverino, 
fent ambafladors to the emperor, the French king, and the 
German princes, to requeft that a general council might be 
called, in order that the unjuft conduft and perfidy of Sixtus 
might be examined. By their mediation peace was eftablifhed 
about the middle of the following fummer, previous to which 
Marcello, the Venetian admiral, took Gallipoli, in which en- 
terprize he loft his life, a ball having entered his bread and 
pierced the vital organs. Before this accident he performed 
every duty of a commander and foldier, animating the troops 
in the fcalade, calling them by their names : he was praif- 
ing the valiant, and upjiraiding the backward,, when he . 
dropt ; his fccretary threw a cloak over his body, and gave 
out that Marcello was ilightly hurt and gone to be drefled, 
and that he had authorifed him to allure the foldicrs the plun- 
der of the city-fhouid be the reward of their bravery. In (hort, Gallipoli 
the town was taken, and the garrifon without diftin£lioti put 
, ,.to the fumrd,- during the rage of oppofition and .ferment of 


- ^ Fovo. I. z. d. 4. Bbmb. 1 . I. 
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fpirits ; nor was Marcello^ death known before the place had 
I'urrendered 

A. D. Other aflionsof lefs confcquencc happened by land bc- 
1484.. fore preliminaries of peace wereadjufted : at lall the follow* 
p L were accepted by all parties ; viz. that the Vene^ 

t^een the Hercules fliould each reftore their conquefts, and be 

"V^nTtiaL poffeffions th<^ held at the commence- 

tfWJtaJi- nicntof the rupture that the fliould withdraw 

OXi princes, ^*’^**‘ ^^rrifons fouth of the and raze the forts built 
^ on the banks of the river ; and, that Sanfeverino flioidd re- 
main in the pay of the republic, and at the fame time be 
acknowledged the commander in chief of the forces of all the 
Italian ftates. 'Fhis agreement being ratified, the different 
armies were recalled, and the appearance of tranquility reftored 
to Italy. One may judge of the importance of this fliort war 
from the charges to which it put the Venetians \n\\x\\t more 
than two years : the fum of three million fix hundred thou- 
fand ducats in gold, an immenfe fum at that early perio(f% was 
difburfed^by the treafury. Great rejoicings were made not 
only in the city but over all the dominions of the republic : 
tournaments and games of various kinds were held at Venice^ 
to which the young princes flocked from all parts of Italy* 
Upon the v/hole, this war, which might be deemed a kind 
of civil war, on account of the long friendfliip fubfjfting 
between the ftate of Venice and Ferrara^ ended more happily 
than could have been expe£icd. 

Peace being reftored, the doge applied his attention to 
civil affairs, and repairing the palace, greatly damaged by a 
fire that happened the beginning of this year. A plague like- 
wife committed great ravages in the city p 5 but all the lofles 
of the republic were foon made up by a fliort interval of 
peace, the whole commerce of the world being in a manner 
engroffed by this induftrious people. Every port of Europe^ 
Afiay and Africa,^ was filled with their (hips, laden with the 
richeft merchandize, and the Venetians were without difpute 
the richeft and moft potent maritime flate in the univerfe. 
Even during their fierceft wars conjmcrce flourifhed ; nothing 
could make them negledt what they well knew to be the pil- 
lar and fupport of their government and confideration in Eu^ 
rope*^. Yet, amidft profound tranquility the Venetian trade 
met with a rough check and very confiderable lofs : four gal - 
lies returning from the Eaft, laden with fpices, filks, and 

" Fouo; I. 3, d. 4. * " Barre Hift. Ailem. t. 8. 
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diamonds, young Columbus^ fon of the famous Genoefe mari* 
ner, attacked them with feven men of war off Cape-Vincent. 

A Woody battle was maintained, notwlthftanding the difparity Battle 
of forces; but Venetians were forced in the end to yield young 
to the enemy’s fuperiority, who carried them into Lisbon. We Colum- 
are not told whether the encounter happened in confequence 
of any commercial quarrel, or whether it was an aft of pi- 
racy in Columbus ^ : nor do we find that the republic ever re- 
fented it, or even demanded reparation of the wrong ; the 
bare faft is all that SabelUcus relates. 

T^v.'ARDs the end of this year d\ci Giovanni Mocenigo^ A. D. 
a prince ei:dued with every quality to make his people happy : 1485. 

his virtues were fimilar to thole of his brother * ; his capacity 
little inferior, and his' reputation equal. 

MARCO BARBARIGO, Doge LXXIII. 

MARCO BARBARJGO was chofen by the fenate to fuc- j^g^co 
ceed G%vanni he was equally loved while a private citizen, garbari- 
and refpefted duiring the fhort period of his adminiftration. 

The republic enjoying a happy repofe, he employed his whole LXXUI. 
time irf enforcing the laws, relieving the poor, encouraging 
virtue and merit, and fuppreffing vice and indolence. Amidlt 
thefe afts of piety and good government he w^as feized with 
a fever, which cut him off in a few days, and left the repub- 
lic to lament the lofsof thofe bleffings they had but juft tafted. 

One aft of his adminiftration, in favour of the poor, deferves 
to be particularly mentioned ; he got a decree paffed that all 
thofe, of whatever quality, who demanded the redrels of 
grievances, fhould caft lots whofe fuits (hould be firft prefent^ 
ed. By this means he prevented bribery, corruption, and in- 
fluence, and put the poor, in points of jufticc, upon a level 
with the richeft. ^ 

AGOSTINO BARBARIGO, DogeLXXIV. a. D. 

The fenate having met for the eleftion of a fucceflor, H86. 
Agojlino BarbarigOi brother to the deceafed, was chofen in Agoftino 
his room ; a promotion ext»emely acceptable to the people, as Barbari- 
Agojiino was the perfeft archetype of his brother. He was at go, 
this time procurator of St. MarVsy an office which he dif- LXXIV. 
charged with a fidelity and integrity aufpicious of his good 
conduftin'a higher capacity. His firft aft was to fend an 
ambally to the Grand Seignior, to thank him for prefents made 
\ * 

' Foug. ibid. * Sansov. d^, vit> de prinelp, Pi 244. 
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to the republic a little before the death of his brothers and 
likcwife to procure feme privileges for the merchants of the 
ftate trading to the Turkijh dominions 

While he was thus engaged a quarrel arofe between Si- 
• gtftnund^ brother to the emperor Frederic^ and the republic. 
Sigifmund was lord of the country of the Grifom on the Alps^ and 
had for a number of years lived upon terms of ftrid friendihip 
with the Fenetians : their merchants traded into the cities of 
each without impofl: or dut}^, and particularly met at an annual 
fair kept in Bolzano.^ a town of the Grtfensy to whiejj^um- 
* bers of the Fenetictn inland traders reforted. Here they were 

^ ' ' this year, all of a fudden, contrary to their eflabliflied cor- 

War njoith refpondence and the laws of nations,^ feized, imprifoned, and 

iheKjii- their goods confifeated, without any other reafon afiigned than 

fons. that the fubjefls of Sigifmund on the lake La Garda were fome 

years before driven from thence by the Venethm. Imme- 
diately after the imprifonment of Venetian merchants, Si- 
gijmu}2d\t\\zd troops with all expedition, to ^he amount of 
ten thoufand men, entered the Veronefiy and over- ran the 
country along the Adice : the enemy were commanded by 
Gaudsntio Amefto, v;ho laid fiege to RoverOy and took*it after 
fome refinance. We arc told he laid the fort in afhes by 
means of bombs, at that time not much known in Ital^ 

The fenate, to oppofe this army, ordered the foldiers, quar- 
tered in the Trevifany Lombardyy and Friuliy to aflemble, 
and requefted of old Sanfeverino to take charge of the army. 
Before he could get together a force fuflScient to oppofe the 
enemy, the Grifom had made incurfions into the territories 
of Vincenzay Felirey and Friuli : they were at laft repulfcd, 
and their detachments defeated by Jeronimo Savorgnano, who 
had raifed a body of peafants for the defence of the country. 
Sanfeverino no fooner joined the army than he entered upon 
adion \ but a detachment, which he commanded in perfon, 
falling into an ambufeade, was defeated, and himfelf faved by 
the bravery of his fon from being taken prifoner*. Upon 
this he reiblved to march into the enemy’s country, and lay 
fiege ioTrentiy which he doubtec^ not would put an effectual 
flop to the enemy V incurfions into the Venetian territories^ by 
recalling them to the defence of their own country. The 
fcheme, however, though plaufible, was warmly oppofed by 
M Lucca Pifani the proveditor ; but as a majority confented, 
the reiblution was taken, and tbe army ordered to proceed to' 
the couhtry of the Grifons. On his march he was attacked aivsL, 
bis army fUrprifed by a tHoufand regulars and a large corps of 

1 Fpvc. 1 . 3. d. 4. V Foug. 1 . 4. d, 4. X Ibid. p. 52^. 
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toorst aflembled by George count Pietro, The foldiers not ^ D • 
expediing to fee the face of an enemy for feveral days were i^gg* * 
put into confufion, and Sanfeverino killed in endeavouring to q \ 
lally them. Thus died the brave old Sanfeverino^ one of the 
beft and moft faithful officers the republic ever employed, 
this inftance his good fortune feemed to forfake him, though ^ 
not his courage, for he fell with his fword in his hand, fight- panics 
ing with the vigour and fpirit of youth, at the age of ninety y. 

His death produced a total rout : the panic became general ; 
noi^ould all the fkill and diligence of the proveditors bring 
the foldiers back to their colours, or withfiand the charge of 
a militia not fufficient to encounter one- fourth of their army. 

Andrea de Bargo^ colonel of infantry, imagined that cutting 
the bridge and flopping their progrefs would, from neceffity, 
recal their courage and prefence of mind : this he performed 
to the aln»ft utter deftruflion of the army, though well and 
prudently intended ; for (b great was the conflernation of the 
troops that tbey plunged into the water, and lofl their lives 
endeavouring to cfcape by fwimming ^ Guido de RoJJii alone, 
with his troop of horfe, withftood the enemy ; he made his 
way through the thickeft of the enemy’s ranks v;ich about 
fifty men, and ravaging their country returned home loaded 
with plunder \ As for Bargo^ he was recalled and imprifoned ; 
huipuido and other officers appearing in his defence, and af- 
feriing his bravery and diligence, he was not only reinftated 
but promoted. Orders for new levies were now iflued by the 
fenate ; but before they were complete a peace was offered by P^ace^ivitk 
Sigifmundj tired with the cxpences of the war, and accepted 
by the republic, on condition, that the merchants feized at 
Bolzano (hould be fet at liberty and indemnified, and that mu- 
tual reftitution fhould be made of places taken during the war 
Soon after this feveral fumptuary laws took plac« in Venice^ 
and the cxpences of private families in their table, cloaths, 
diverfions, gaming, travelling, &c. were rated by a decree of 
the fenate, in proportion to the ability of the individual. The 
regulation concerning dice was, that no family of the higheft 
diflindion and fortune liquid prefume to flake above a fifth 
of an ounce of gold in one night 
7 *his year liKewife it was that the fenate refolved in a 
manner to annex Cyprus to the dominions of the republic, by 
fending Cornaro to affift the queen his filler in her aflFairs* 

To this two circumftanccs contributed, which in fadl deter- 

, mined the fenate in their intention. The full was a Turkijh 

^ y Foufc. 1.4. d. 4. ® Bemb. I.'i. * Foug. ibid. 
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fleet that failed up the MediUrraman^ which created furpicion 
that Bajazet formed defigns upon the illand : the other arofe 
from fccrct intelligence that Ferdinand was taking mcafures 
to annex this kingdom to his own dominions, by a marriage 
between the queen and his fon. The fenate had been left 
^roteflors of the queen by fames Lufignan her husband. Un- 
oer **their countenance fhe had governed peaceably for the 
fpace of fifteen years, the firft commotions quelled by Moce- 
nigo excepted. As her only fon was dead the republic looked 
upon herlelf as the natural fucccflbr of a queen who was 
Cyprus daughter to one of her fenators : thus, it was the btfflKefs 
to fenate to exclude both Bajazet and Ferdinand^ for 

which purpofe Frandfeo Friuli was fent with a fleet to the de- 
fence of the ifland. Cornaro and, exceeding his 

commiflion, prevailed on the queen by his eloquence to rclin- 
quilh the government to the fenate, and return to her na« 
live country Venice^ where fhe fhould always live** with the 
dignity and afliuence of a fovcreign‘^. The queen unwillingly 
aflented to his arguments, and every thing was fixed for their 
departure : hedifpatched intelligence of his fuccefs to the fe- 
nate, who, delighted with his conduJl, fent rich piefests to 
the queen, and w^hatever could fweeten the refignatlon (he 
had made of pomp and grandeur. Before (he left Cyprus the 
Venetian ftandard was creded in the market-place of Nicofia^ 
the capital, by her orders ; and thus the ifland became a Vine- 
iian province. At laft flie arrived in Venice with a large re- 
tinue, and was met by the fenate and chief ladies of the re- 
public, who conduced her to the palace, where Ihc was en- 
tertained with the ftate and magnificence her quality de- 
manded. Soon after a houlliold was appointed her, and the 
caftle of Azolo in the Trevifan afligned for her refidence, with 
a revenue of fifty pounds in gold for her yearly expence, and 
a prefent of ten pounds for her immediate ufc 

This year atihafladors from Africa^ from the prince of 
1490* Tremizany came to Venice to dcfire the fenate would appoint 
a magiftrate to diftribute juftice anriong the Venetians dwelling 
in three of his cities, left he (hould be led into dififercnces 
with the republic from fuch inad^rtencics or omiflions as 
might arife from his ignorance of their laws. A magiftrate, 
equivalent to our confuls abroad, was appointed, and his re- 
venue fixed at an hundredth part of all the merchandize fold 
in that country. 

About the fame time the ufe of firelocks was introduced in 
Venice 5 and, for inftrufting the youth in the exercife, the coun- 

** Fouc. etfieMB, ibid. ® Bemb. 1 . i. 
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cilof ten pafled a decree that two in each vUlage fliould be 
taught the manual exercife and evolutions ; that thefe young 
men ihould all meet on certain days to give proofs of their pro- 
grefs, by ftring at a mark ; and that the public taxes for that 
year ihould be remitted to the village of the bed markfman, 
and a fum of money given him befides Little occurs {|e- 
ferving notice for the fpace of four or five years, except that 
the republic was daily growing in wealth, grandeur, and 
power. The difeoveries of the ^Portuguefe in 1494, round the 
capa^f Good-Hope to the Enji-Indies^ opened the way tor the 
gradual decline of their commerce, but it did not become ap- 
parent for a number of years : at prefent the fea was co- 
vered, and all the harbours in the world crowded with the 
Venetian merchantmen s. 

While the republic was reaping the benefits of her long 
tranquility,* an ambaffy from Charles VIIL of France came to 
Venice: . the purport was to found the inclinations of the re- 
public, and d(;mand the continuance of the league fubfifting 
between the dates, as he propofed marching into Italy to re- 
duce Naples. The doge and fenate aflembled the great coun- 
cil to deliberate upon an affair of fo much confequence : they 
forefaw that Italy mud be wholly embroiled, and were willing 
to adl with caution in a bufinels fo delicate. At lad, after 
vario^is debates, a kind of equivocal anfwer was returned to 
the ambaflador, with which and civilities he was difmifled. 
Two other ambaflies fucceeded this, and all were difmifled 
with the fame anfwer, and ftrong aflUrances of the defire the 
republic had to live upon terms of amity with the king**. 

We need not enter upon the origin of this war ; it has 
-been explained aheady in our hidory of France. Sufficient it 
is that the report of Charles'^ intention made Ferdinand ufe 
every poflible mcafure for his own defence : he levied troops, 
equipped a fleet, and did all in his power to draw pope AUx- 
andcr into his alliance. Ferdinand was fo expeditious in his 
preparations, that Lodovico Sforza^ who excited Charles to this 
attempt, fearing he might be opprefled before the king could 
enter Itafyy fent an envoy Venice^ requeding that the ftnatc 
would march a body of troops to the river Oglio ; but this 
minider was difmifled with mere profeflions Mean time 
Ferdinand died, and was fucceeded by his elded fon Alplmifo : 
he immediately upon his acceflion difpatchcd an ambafly to 
the republic, to folicit their influence with Lodovico to defift 

^ Fojjg. 1. 4. d. 4. etiam Bemb. f. 1. . k Bemb. 1. i, 
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from joining the Frenchy and promifing in return to leave him 
ihe undillurbed poiTeflion of Milan, The fenatc underbdc 
to mediate, but could obtain no dlre£); anfwer from Lodo^ 
vico. 

Many attempts were made by both parties to engage the 
Venetiam in the quarrel, but they were deaf to all arguments 
and promifes. Charles^ by his ambaffador Philip CommineSy of- 
fered them a great (hare of the conquefts he Ihould make in 
NapleSy if they w'ould join him 5 but the fenatc replied, they 
had no right to a foot of ground in Naples^ and it was^r^heir 
determination to adhere to the juft maxim of their aiiceftors, 
never to carry on war for conquefts, but to repel injuries, 
proted their liberties, and maintain their alliances K It would 
be digrelTing from our purpofe to purfue Charles in his con- 
queft of Naples : it is enough that the republic preferved a 
ftridt neutrality until the great power of France it ne- 

ceflary to throw their weight in the oppofite fcalc. ^ Some 
haughty expreffions the king dropt before the ;imbafladors of 
the republic, made them conclude it was full time to check 
his progrefs before he (hould be in a condition to over run 
Italy. The pmpofes of the fenate were greatly forwarded by 
the arrival of a Spanijh armament, under Lorenzo Suarez^ at 
Leghorny for the defence of Sicily : this fleet confifted of lixty 
ihipsof war, having oil board lix thoufand foot and flvejliun- 
dred horfe. Suarez went himfelf to the Venetian fenate and 
told them, ‘‘ That the king his mailer, fenfible of the am- 
bicion and power of the French king, had fent him with a 
** fleet for the defence of Sicily : he was well afllired that 
Charles would not flop with the redu£lion of Naples, if cf- 
fe£lual meafures were not taken to clip his wings and bound 
his ambition : his mailer, he added, authoriTed him to en- 
ter into an alliance with the republic, with whofe wifdom 
he was too well acquainted to imagine Ihe could be blind 
to the necelGty of oppoling a prince who meafured right 
“ only by poiwer^ The fenate lent a willing ear to Suarez * ; 
fuch an alliance they faw was neceflary for the fecurity of Italy ; 
they likewife knew that the popcr was equally defirous with 
them, and that the emperor and duke of Milan might eafily 
be induced to engage in the league againft the Fyench mo- 
narch. At laft, in the month of jfpril 1495, ^ treaty was 
X)hbthe concluded between the emperor, the king of Spainy the pope, 
emperor, Venetiansy and the duke of Milany and with fo much fecrecy, 
Spain, the that Philip CommineSy who refidcd the whole time in Venice*^ 

pope, i^c. had not the lead fufpicion of the negociation 
• ^ 
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.We cannoti without repeating fafts already related, enter 
upon all the particulars of this war, fo well defcribed by Phi^ 
lip Commines^ and the judicious and penetrating 
We (hall, however, endeavour to feparate the fliare the re- 
public bore in it from thofe tranfaSions which .properly be- 
long to the hiftory of other ftates (A). • 


(A1 The two excellent hif- 
toriaiis above-mentioned fpeak 
harftily of this league ; though, 
to (ay the truth, we can fee 
nothing more reafonable than a 
confederacy of this nature. If 
the Venetians ufed falle pre- 
texts, it was only to deceive 
CommineSi and prevent his 
givini; intellijjence which might 
ruin their meafures. Guiccihr- 
dinii who was a Florentike^ 
feem? glad of every occa/ion of 
attacking the Venetians ; and 
in this refpe^l betrays a preju- 
dice and partiality which it is 
alnaoft impoiTiblc for a writer of 
thofe limes to avoid. Com^ 
7 ninest with all that air of fim- 
plicity and candor, is tindlured 
with a vanity that difgraces his 
hiftory. Even the learned Ba- 
ronius himfelf cannot keep clear 
of national reflexions and pre- 
judices. Every aX of Charles 
is fet in the beft light ; his very 
faults are fo reprefented as to 
appear virtues, or, at lead, the 
lhadow of virtues : while the 
Venetians^ in particular, are tax* 
ed as a felfifli, proud, and^ vain 
people, jealous of another’s 
profperity, and (licking at no- 
thing to coinpafs their own 
ambitious purpofes. A piXure 
very different from what die hif- 
torians of this republic draw, 
aid indeed very remote from 
We have feen that 
the^pff^lic kept herfelf difen- 
ga^ from this quarrel as long 
"Ha the meafures of prudence 


and found policy would admit. 
We have feen her refufe the of- 
fers of CharleSf advantageous 
in themfelves, had the fenate 
regarded nothing befides the 
aggrandizement of the ftate. 
Charles^^ propofal to fhare Na* 
pies with them, was rejeXed 
with a moderation and juftice 
that leaves no room for the 
charge of ambition and envy, 
with which thofe writers would 
ftigmatize her conduX. Charle r’s 
behaviour to the Venetian am- 
baffadors, after the reduXion 
Alphmfi^ kingdom, the ab- 
dication of this prince, and ex- 
pulfion of bis Too, afforded the 
fenate great room to fufpeX the 
ambition of the French king 
would not end with the con- 
queft of Naples, The ariival of 
tne Spantjh fleet at Leghorn^ and 
the pope's conduX, plainly 
evince, that the republic was 
not particular in this notion ; 
and, indeed, if we do not ef- 
teem the ballance of jpower in 
Italy a maxim of politics merely 
ideal, it was full time for her 
to exert herfelf in oppofing the 
conquefts of a prince born for 
great enterprizes, impelled to 
them by his roinifters, and fup- 
ported in them by a numerous 
and brave army. This mucji 
we thought ncceffary to advance 
iiii behalf of a ftate, in our opi- 
nion, aXing on principles pru- 
dent, moderate, and juft, to 
obviate the reader’s prejudices 
from the fuggeftions of writers 
tinXured 
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It was ftipulatcd among the confederates that an army of 
twenty thoufand foot and thirty-four thoufand horfe (hould 
be railed, the different quota^s as follows : the emperor Maxi^ 
milian was to furnifli fix thoufand horfe and a proportion of 
foot; the pope four thoufand horfe and a body of infantry; 
^^^•Venetiami Spaln^ and Lodovico of Milan, eight thoufand 
horfe each, with their different proportions of foot". It was 
farther agreed, that if any of the contrafting powers, by rea- 
fon of their diftance, found it inconvenient to fend the forces 
ilipulated, that in this cafe fix hundred pounds of gold’^r 
eight thoufand, and the fame proportion for a Icfler number, 
(hould be paid to any of the other ftates who would under- 
take to raife the troops^. Charles had determined upon 
returning to France before he had intelligence of the league; 
but this haftened his meafures : he accordingly fet out for kome 
in a few days after, and from thence fent an envoy to Venice 
to demand whether the fenate were his friehds or enemies. 
To this no other anfwer was given, than that vPife men were 
dlredied by contingencies ; and that it was in his majeffy’s 
power to make the Venetians either the one or the other 

CHARLES was highly incenfed at the pope’s departure 
from Rome, and his equivocal conduft; neverthelcfs, he 
paffed through the territories of the church in a friendly 
manner, excepting at Tufcanella, where the inhabitants vCere 
put to the fword for refufing quarters to his army : he like- 
wife feized on Oftiglta, and thereby gave great offence to the 
Venetians, and quickened their preparations. Antonio Grimani 
with the fleet had orders to fail direflly for Puglia, and pre- 
parations were made in Lombardy to obftru<ft the king’s return 
and proteft Milan^ Galias of St. Saverini was detached by 
Lodovico with feven hundred men at arms and three thoufand 
fool, to feize upon Ajti in Piedmont, where the duke of-Or- 
leans with a fmall corps lay ; but before his arrival the duke 
received powerful fuccours from France, aded offenfively, and 
took feveral towns "J. 

In the mean lime the vanguard of the king’s army was got 
to Pontremo', and the Venetian zxii Milanefe troops, to the 
amount of eight thoufand infantry and two thoufand light 
horfe, were aflemblcd in the duchy of Parma, under young 

" Bemb.1. 2. ^ Guicciard. 1. 1. p Bemb. 1. 2. 
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tinftured with national jealou- fleflion, give them weight 
fies; and whofe Teeming can- credit, which, in this pa&^^^ar, 
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Gonzaga of Mantua^ a prince of conduct and valour fuperior 
to his years. Here the king fent a trumpet to the confede- 
rates, defiring a free paflage, and alTuring them of the ftridleft 
regularity and difcipiine among his troops : but no reply was 
made to the melfage. . The ^Taro^ a rapid ftream, fortified 
on the one fide by the confederates with a number of Ijat- 
tcries, feparated the two armies, when Charles^ unwilling to 
engage before he had tried the effects of a conference, fent 
a .^umpet defiring a meeting with the Venetian proveditors. 
The conference was agreed to, \ynx, Charles altering his pur- 
pofe, did not chufe to wait the iffue ' : he ordered his van to 
pafs the river, in fpite of the enemy’s fire from the oppofite 
batteries. JohnTrivulcioj with an hundred lances, three thou - 
fand Swifs infantry, and three hundred archers and crofs-bows 
on horfeback* formed the van : Charles in perfon com- 
manded the main army, which followed, and the earl of 
Foix^^A up the rear. Before TV/i/w/rw had croffed the river 
and advanced to the right of the confederates, Gonzaga^ at 
the head of five thoufand infantry and fix hundred men at 
arms,* pafTed by a ford higher up, in order to attack the king’s 
rear, ordering certain corps under the proveditors to charge 
him in flank * : this obliged the French to face about, when 
immediately a (harp aftion began. Gonzaga prefTed on with 
greit refolution, and was as bravely received and repulfed in 
feveral charges ; but Hill renewing his attacks the enemy 
were put into fome confufion, and the king’s perfon greatly 
endangered. Charles^ however, was faved by the intrepidity 
and gallant condudf of his troops, who flocked round for his 
defence ; fo that here the battle was pretty equal. On the 
other fide the marquis de Gies put the confederates in difor- 
der, and would have totally defeated them, had not Gonzaga 
in time repalTed the Taro and come to their relief, which ftopt 
the purfuit ^ Here the battle ceafed, viftory declaring for 
neither fide, though the king’s intention of croffing the Taro 
was fruftrated. The next morning he propofed attacking the 
confederates in their cam^, but was prevented by the violent 
rains which fwelled the river in the night, and likewife by 
the advice of his officers, who thought it more advifeable to 
march round, notwithftanding the inconveniences of the roads. 
This refolution was accordingly executed, his majefiy decamp- 
ing with great filcnce without beat of drum In the aflioii 
th&lofs of the confederates amounted to three thoufand in- 
three hundred men at arms; a circum- 
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ftance which gave the Frmb room to claim the vidoryt sm 
their lofs did not exceed two hundred men at arms. On the 
other hand, the Venetians formed the fame pretenfions, and 
challenged the glory of the day, becaufe, bcfides the king^s 
being difappointed in his defign of eroding the TarOy they 
had not only faved their own camp and baggage, but taken 
a confiderable booty from the enemy, fomerich apparel of the 
king’s, and part of his artillery. Baronius taxes the republic'' 
with vanity on this occafion though we think very unjujftly, 

* as they undoubtedly had an equal claim with Charles to toe 
victory, which is not to be always eftimated by the number 
of flain, but a variety of other circumftances and egnfe- 
quences. 

The confederates fent a detachment of three thoufand 
men, under Sanfeverino^ to moleft the enemy's^rearj, but being 
forced to take a long circuit, as the river was not fordable 
from the late rains, he came up too late. SufpicionS con- 
cerning his fidelity arofe, and fome hiftorians afiirm, that in- 
flead of annoying he aflually conduced Charles to JJii thro’ 
the difHculc pafl'cs and roads he had to encounter. It^after*- 
wards appeared that he aSed in confequence of fecret or- 
ders from Lodovicoy who began to waver in bis alliance, and 
carry on a clandeftine correfpondcnce with the king *. 

%nga^ however, as foon as the river was fordable, marthed 
in purfuit of the enemy with his whole army : as he found he 
could not come up with them he returned from the Tir- 
ionefe, and joined Lodovico Sforza before Novara- The fenatc 
fent two proveditors to alfift at the fiege of Novara^ and a 
llrong reinforcement ; fo that the army amounted to three thou^ 
fand men at arms, three thoufand horfe, and fifteen thoufand 
footy. 

During this fiegc the Venetian fleet at Genoa was fuccefs- 
ful : it not only took Rappalta^ putting the French garrifon 
to the fword, but defeated the king^s fleet, which he had fent 
thither on his departure from Naples^ TWs, and his inability 
to relieve Novara^ obliged Charles to make overtures of 
peace ; for which purpofe commJffioners met, and after a 
number of difliculties and obflruflions, (igned a treaty between 
Charles and Lodovico^ The Venetians complained loudly of 
Sforza's condudi in ftriking up a feparate peace, after they 
had refufed hearkening to any propofals without the con«- 
fent of their allies : they called him treacherous, p^i£- 
dious, undeferving of aUies, and unworthy to be truKed. 

^ ^ Baron, Hift. Eccles, * Bemb. 1 . 2. *^**17000, 
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Ledovico^ flung with reproaches which were but too 
levelled, gave fecrec orders to the garrifons in thofc placed 
through which the army of the republic muft pafs, to 
blQck up the way, and prevent their return. Intelligence 
of this coming to Contareni, he olFcred tl^ council of ten to 
aflaflinate Lodovico in open council j but the republic rejedied 
this propofal, as refledting upon the honour of the ftate, and 
gave inflrudtions that he Ihould temporize with him until he 
got out of his dominions : this accordingly was done fo art- 
folly, •that the army arrived unmolcfted at Mantua^ and then 
proceeded to Venice'^, 

CHARLES had not left Naples long before Ferdinand re- 
turned to Calabria^ and feized the city of Regio. Grimani^ the 
Venetian admiral, conquered Puglia and fome towns in the 
Hither Calabria fuccefs foon produced a general re- 
volt in favOftr of Ferdinands The fenate, apprized of thefe 
tranfedHons, fent orders to Grimani to wait inadlive at Mo-- 
fiopoli until farther orders ; but the pope’s influence prevailed 
upon them a little after to fend the admiral to Naples to aflift 
Ferdinand^. As Grimani was taken ill about the time he re- 
ceived thefe inftrudlioiis, he contented himfelf with difpatch- 
ing twenty gallies to aifift at the ficge of Tarentum\ arid 
upon his recovery failed with the reft of the fleet to Corfuy 
it being fufpedled that the Turhijh armaments were intended 
againft that ifland 

About the fame time the Pifans fent ambaffadors to 
nice, to befeech the protedtion of the republic againft the Flo- 
rentinesy who were preparing to reduce them. The fenators 
were divided in fentiment concerning this propofal, fomc not 
chufing to come to an open rupture with Florence while 
others, moved either with compaflion or actuated by ambition, 
were for granting the requeft. Pifa indeed flood extremely 
convenient for extending the dominions of the ftate, gaining 
a fore footing in Tufeanyy and flretching the boundaries of the 
republic as far as the Mediterranean fea, the gulph of Genoay 
and the whole breadth of Italy ^ The latter opinion for thcl'e 
reafons prevailed, and the nfanner of affifting the Pifans was 
referred to the determination of the council of ten 

Before any meafurcs were formed by the council, the fe- 
nate received ambafladors from the pope, requefting they 
would order part of the army, returned from the fiege of 
'NavarrOy to aiBft Ferdinand in expelling the French out of his 
domi;^ons, in confideration of which, certain fea-port towns 

2. Foug. I. 5. d. 4. ^ Bemb. 1 . 2. 
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Aould be ceded to the republic ; but neither did this am 
bafly meet with an immediate anfwer.^ At Jail Ferdinanfr^^m- 
bafladorsy under the mediation of the pope, the eniperor, 
and king of Spain^ concluded an alliance with the Venetwm^ 
in which it was^ftipulated that Brunduftum^ Trani^ and Ot^ 
tranto (hould be annexed to the Venetian dominions, in con- 
(ideration the republic would fend fix hundred men at arms 
and three thoufand foot to a£l under Ferdinand^ and befides 
give him by way of loan one hundred and fifty pounds in 
gold^^ Commiflioners weee fent to take poffeflion of the<owns, 
and orders iH'ued to Gonzaga of Mantua to lead the troops 
into Naples 

CHARLES^ hearing of this league, fent Philip Cotnmims 
to Venice to demand the reftitution of Monopolij and remonftrate 
with the fenate on the late alliance with Ferdinand^ contrary 
to the peace with him ; for the Venetian provedi^^rs being pre- 
fent at Ihc conclufion of the agreement between him and 
Sforza^ he included the republic in that treaty hxxtCom* 
mines was difmiffed with an unfatisfa£lory anfwer. 

LODOVICO SFORZA^ having intimation that the fenate re* 
freaty for folved to proteft jP/yi, petitioned that he might be admitted as an 
the protec- aflbciatc in the defence of this city ; accordingly a treaty was 
thn of the concluded between the pope, the Venetians^ and Lodovico j in 
Fifans. confequence of which the republic ordered two thoufajd ft>ot 
to be raifed in Genoa and fent to Pifa. The Florentines^ hop- 
ing to become mailers of the city before the allied army could 
be alTcmbled, fent fix thoufand foot, one thoufand horfe, and 
a fine train of artillery, to inveft it j but the Pifansy Tallying 
out upon them before the trenches were opened, defeated and 
difperfed the Florentine army ^ 

Soon after Paolo Vitelliy deferting the Pifansy was ap- 
pointed to the command of a frefli army, raifed by the enemy 
and amounting to ten thoufand men, with orders immediately 
to refume the fiegc of Pifa ; but the Venetians were fo vigi- 
lant in the defence of the city, and Pietro de Medkisy then 
banilhed, coming with a powerful army againft Florence^ the 
army was recalled before it had made any confiderable pro- 
grefe*. Pifa was fcarce delivered from the impending ftorm^ 
when the fenate received Faenza into their protection ; a little 
Hate well fituated to check the Florentines^ Bolognefe, and 
the other powers of Romagnia, 

CHARLESy finding himfelf in danger of lofing A/tf- 
pleSy propofed returning in perfon with a powerfu^ army 

** Guicciard. 1.2. Bemb, 1. 2. 
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into Italy ; intelligence of which being received greatly per- 
plexed Ferdinand^ and Fenetiam^. ^orza^ who 

was moft expofed) took every meafure for his own de* *+97- 
fence : he difpatched ambaflkdors to Maximilian the emperor^ 
and to the fenate of Fenice^ defiring their iihmediate aiEftance. 

The fenate agreed to fend troops to Alexandria^ but raifed 
fcruples concerning the emperor’s fending forces into Italy : 
they knew that Maximilian was no friend to the republic, and 
dreaded the confequence of granting him a pailage through 
thpir territories ; yet, fearing that the refufal might induce 
the timid Lodovico to enter into a treaty with Charles^ they 
confented that an ambafly (hould go to the emperor to fet- 
tle this afiair^ 

To pafs over circumftances in which the republic was not 
immediately coi¥:erned, Ferdinand^ aflifted hy Fenet tans j 

laid dole iWge to Atello^ the garrifon of which was driven to 
great ^tremities for want of water : at laft it furrendered 
upon honourable terms. This fuccefs was followed by the re- 
dudion of feveral other places, in which the republic bore 
a confiderable (hare. Ferdinand in the mean time dying, his 
uncle Frederic^ a prince much beloved, was crowned ; and he 
having no enmity to France^ the war in Naples in a manner 
ceafed, after Tarentum had yielded to the Fenetian fleet \ 

The ftrong Fenetian garrifon in Pi/a excited the jealoufy 
of Sforza^ who by this means faw himfelf deprived of the do- 
minion of a city he fpent fo much labour to acquire. He be- 
gan to vent his fplecn by fccret pradices againtt the republic, 
endeavouring to bring the pope and king of Spain to ufe their 
influence that the Ptfans might be reltored to their liberty ; 
but in this fcheme he was difappointed, neither his holinefs 
nor the Spaniards chufing to hazard the lols of the Fenetian 
friendihip by fuch a propofition : however, he fo far prevailed, 
that a congrefs was held, at which attended the Spanijh^ Ft- 
netian^ Florentincy and Milanefe ambaifadors, with the pope’s 
legate, but nothing was determined K 

■ LEtFIS the twelfth of France^ who fucceeded Charles^ Lewis the 
having, contrary to the opinion of all men, refolved upon twelfth of 
purfuing his claim not only to Naples but to the dutchy of France 
Milany to which he w^as heir by his grandmother, fent f/aiWNa- 
ambalTadors to the pope, the FenetianSy and Florentinesy to ac- ples and 
quaint them with his accelfion to the crown, and defire their Milan, 
friendfhip, which the Fenetians returned with a congratulatory 
2 mh 2 Syy and ftrong alTurances of thg good difpofition of the 
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republic. They were now arrived at the height of glory, ca- 
rcfled, efteemed, and feared by their neighbours, and refpe£led 
by the kings of France^ Spairiy the emperor, and even the 
grand Turk^ who had often experienced the power and valour 
of their fleets. Mathias king of tiungary^s ambafladors came 
t6 Venice to contrail an alliance with the republic, which the 
fenate readily granted : thus were they courted and folicited 
by the greatt ft monarchs 

LODOVICO^ in the mean time, envying their profperity 
Sforzi jealous of their growing intereft in Tufeany^ refoUtd to 

declares declare openly in behalf of the Fiorentines againft the^/rw- 
openly for tians and Pifans : he even prevailed on the pope to promife 
to join him with one hundred men at arms, and fend a 
leiitines. fquadroh of three gallics to block up Pifa by fea, and prevent 
the city's receiving fuccours and provifiore*. His holinefs 
never, however, performed his engagements, fr<S!m an appre- 
henfioii of quarrelling with the republic ; but Lodovw began 
to declare himfclf, by denying the Venetian tpoops ordered to 
Pifa^ a paflage through his dominions, and obliging them to 
go round by Ferrara^ He next prevailed upon the pmperor 
to come to fome refolutions oppofite to the intereft of the 
republic : then he induced Giovanni Bentivoglio and the Bo^ 
lognefe to contrail an alliance with him, and extorted a pro*- 
mife from the republic of Lucca not to join ihttVene^ 
iiam 

The Florentines were befieging fome towns round Pifa 
when they received advice that the fenate of Venice would 
liften to propofals for a peace, provided the fuperi- 
ority of Venice was acknowledged. Willing to conclude the 
war upon any terms, they fent two of their principal ci* 
tizens to Venice to found the republic; but they returned 
without having efteiled their purpofe ®. 

During thefe tranfailions in Tufeanj Lewis of France 
making preparations to invade Milan by the next fpring. In 
this he hoped for the afliftance of the Venetians^ who he knew 
^reat be ^ mortal grudge to Lodovico ; nor was he miftaken, for 
twin republic readily executed a treaty with his ambaftadors. 

Lewis and ftipulated that the king fhould invade the dutchy 

the Vene- Milan on the fide of Piedmont^ while the Venetians attacked 
tiaiis. it towards the Parmefan ; and that the Milanefe being reduced, 
the territory of Ghiharadadda and the Cremonefe fliould be ceded 
to the republic, on condition that, for a time fpecified, they 
would fupport: the king with a certain number of ^rccs. 


Bemb/ 1. 3 . 
1. 4. p. 190. 



" Fovg. 1. 6 . d. 4 . 


9 



C. u Th4 Hijlory of Venice. ^29 

This contract was made To fecretly, that it was fomc time before 
either the pope or Sforza could procure the particulars p. 

When Lodovico came to the knowledge of this unexjxded 
alliance he was quite thunder-ftruck ; but refolving to with- 
ftand the Venetians by any means, he fecretly difpatched an jn? 
voy to Canjlantinople^ to excite the Grand Seignior againft the 
jepublic**. By fome means the fenatc came to the knowledge 
of Sfor%a\ intentions, and hearing that the Turks were pre- 
paring a great fleet, fent Zancaniy a fenator, to tlie,porte, to 
iH&nd the emperor’s defigns, and renew the treaty with 
the Grand Seignior. Zamani was well received, and the bet- 
ter to deceive him, the treaty was renewed, but in Latin^ 
a language by which the Turk did not think himfelf bound. 

The ambaflador was foon informed of this part of the Mo- 
hammedan i^ligion by Grittiy a Venetian^ who had long refidcd 
in Conjlayitin^le ; he therefore laboured with all his might 
to have the treaty executed in the Turkijl) language, but was 
difappointed ^ likewife, hy mezm of Hercules Ejhy 

■endeavoured to reconcile the Venetians and Florentines^ hoping 
by ihis'nieans to moderate the indignation of the republic. 

To fecurc the fuccefs of this fcheme he acquainted the Flo* 
rentines.^ that as Lems was preparing to invade his dominions 
he fliculd be under the neceffity of recalling thofe forces 
which a£led againft Fifa for his owji defence. UMJle at- 
tended the congrefs in perfon, and was made umpire of the 
differences between the Venetians^ Florentines^ and Pifans ; 
but his dccifion proving unfatisfai^ory to all parties, the con- 
grefs came to nothing. The pifans^ however, were fo of- 
fended with the republic for fome conceliions unfavourable to 
them, that they took the guard of the city from the Vene* 
iian troops, and even obliged them to quit Pifa^, 

In the mean time Trivulcio had aflcmbled a confiderable 
;iirmy for the French king about Piedmont^ and his majefty was 
come to Lyons in his way to Italy^ whence he fent an envoy to 
the fenate, with orders that be ftould attend the Venetian army French 
wherever it marched.* Grejit honours were conferred on the andVene- 
French minifter : he was prefented with a fine horfe richly tian army 
caparifoned, and two pounds of gold, together with a comV ajfembles, 
piece field equipage*. Then the army, confifting of feven 
thpufand foot and an equal number of horfe,* was directed 
to begin their march. Alviana had the command, who, 
crofli jg the Oglio^ entered the enemy’s country, and foon re- 
duc€( a number of towns and forts :* at laft, coming before 
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Caravaggio^ he took it by affault, together with fevcral other 
towns on the river Adda. Lodovico began to tremble for his 
dominions; and ftruck with the rapid progrefs of the renetian 
conquefts, difpaiched an ambaflador to Venice ^ with orders to 
Cake Ferrara in his way, D'AiJie^ who had always counte- 
nanced SforTM^ fent a gentleman before the Milanefe ambafla- 
dor, to requeft that the fenate would not deny him an au- 
dience " ; but he was neverthelefs forbid the city. Frederic of 
Naples about the fame time acquainted the fenate with hb inr 
tention of fending five hundred horfe to Sforza^s aflifiance ; 
and was anfwcred that Sforza required much itronger rein- 
forcements ; but that thev would ciicem even that fmall num- 


ber an hoftility commeticcd againft the republic, which they 
would relent accordingly 

LODOVICO^ deftitute of all hopes of foreij-n aid, be- 
gan to think of gaining the alr'eflions of his own fybjefls, 
by whom he was greatly detefted : for this pu.pofe he re- 
mitted one-third of the taxcb with which they were opprefled, 
and (uhjoined other popular ads; after which he cjn. oiled 
the name of every perlon in the duchy fit to bear arms*. 

In the mean time he was hemrrfd in on every fide, the 
Venetians having advanced to Lodt^ while the Fren.h, after 
taking and facking Alexandria^ were proceeding towardj Mi^ 
Ian. Sforza^ greatly terrified at their approach, fent his fa- 
mily to Germany, whither he was preparing to follow : this 
determined the Milanefe to acquaint him, by four of the 
chief citizens, that finding he diflrufled their loyalty, they were 
rcfolved to fubmit to the French ; and Lodovico^ having no 
farther hopes, fet out with five hundred light horfe for Ger^ 
manyy having with tears taken leave of the citizens. Bernar- 


dino de Cortcy with three thoufand root, in whom he confided, 
together with ftore of arms, provifions, and money, fufficient 
for a long defence, were left in the citadel ; but Sforza was 
not gone three days before the ungrateful BeniardinOy whom 
he had bred from a child, and loved as his fon, bafely be- 
trayed the city into the hands of the French y. 

Milan and In the mean time the V enetians advanced to Cremona, and 
Cremona ftjmmoned the governor to furrender ; but the citizens de- 
firing two days to confider of the propofals, the time was 
■ Jv granted, and they feized the opportunity of fending to Tri- 
and ^ ene- ^ulcio^ the French gcneial, to requeft he would take poflef- 
tians. ^ Frivulcio, however, replying that Ci^ona 

belonged to thp Venetians by an article of the treaty 

•• GricciARD. 1 . 4. w Fouc. 1 . 7, d. 4. ^Gutc- 
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his mafter and the republic, they received the proveditors into 
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the city, condudiing them to their quarters under a canopy 1498, 
offtate. Antonio 'Battagliom^ to whom Sforza had commit- 
ted the defence of the citadel, iDeing fummoned the next day 
to furrender, contented to betray his matter for the fum of 
one hundred and fifty pounds of gold, the rank of a gen- 
tleman of Venice^ a houfe in the city, and another in the 
country near Padua. Cremona being thus annexed to the 
Venetian dominions, the fenate fent magittrates thither to go- 
3;:^^ in the fame manner and by the fame laws as the other 
parts of the republic. Two ambattfadors were likewife chofen, 
and thefe, together with the new magittrates, ordered to wait 
upon the king who was come to Mantua^ and to compliment 
him in the name of the doge and fenate 

But while <hc Venetians vtcxz thus extending their domi- 
nions in Ttaly^ and gathering laurels on the continent, they 
were fthreatened with a dangerous war in their iflands, the 
Morea^ and Greek dominions. The governor of Xara fent 
advice of the great preparations Bajazet made by fea and 
land, end likewife of the arrival of two thoufand Turkiflj horfe 
JQ the Zaratin. The fenate immediately appointed Grimani 
admiral, who, unwilling to lofe time, generoufly lent the 
ftate eighty pounds of gold towards equipping the fleet. Be- 
fore* the Venetians put to fea, the Turiijh fleet came out of the 
ftreights, to the number of two hundred and fixty fail, com- 
manded by Bajazet in perfon : they direfied their courfc 
towards Ro?nagnta^ which gave the fenate hopes they had no 
defign upon Rhodes. Grimani at laft fet fail with forty-fix 
gallies, feventcen large merchantmen armed, and eighty (mall 
veflels, fteering direftly for Modon. Having intelligence 
that Bajazet fought him, he went to the ifland of Sapienza^ 
near Modon, and there drew up his fleet. The Tuy'ks foon 
appeared and joined battle, which was accepted by Grimani^ 
reinforced the day before by Andrea Boretano and feventcen 
gallies which he had equipped at his own expcnce. Loretano 
begun the engagement, and every where drove the Turks be- gjj, 
fore him : both fleets wCre foon joined in clofe fight, which 
grew bloody and defperate, when the Venetians, fetting fome Vene- 
of the enemy’s (hips on fire,. caught the flames, and the whole tians. 
fleet was in danger of being burnt, the wind blowing from that 
quarter \ Two or three gallies were a£tually deftroyed by 
the fire ; and Grimani found himfclf under the neceffity of 
fg’^iding a retreat, to prevent its progrefs. 

^ *fr jlCCIARD. 1 . 4 . ® Bemb. 1. Fouc. 1.7. d. 4 . 
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The grand mafter of Rhodes being under appi^eheniions of 
a vifit from the Turks^ fent to Lewis of France and the repub* 
lie for fuccours. A fquadron of twenty-two fail was imme* 
diatcly equipped in Provence and Venice j and fent to his affif- 
tance : on the arrival of the fleet) it was found that the 
Turks had Tome other defign, and the allies returned to XanU 
and joined Grimani, This admiral was accufed of negleding 
his duty before the laft engagement : it was faid that he let 
flip a favourable opportunity of defeating the Turks the day 
before he engaged ; now He omirted another fair occafiod 
Turks en- which he was recalled, and publicly cenfured, 

ier Dal- Turks in the mean time having taken Lepanto^. Nor were 
^natia towards the continent 5 Tor, entering Dalmatia^ they 

feoured the confines of 7 ,ara^ and, finding no oppofition, 
wafted and deftroyed the country as far as Livenza^ taking a 
great number of priloners. Upon this inteHigcn^e Zafuani 
marched to the frontiers with a ftrong army ; but failing in 
his duty, he was fuperfeded and confined four years prifener 
in Padua, Thus ftood afFaiis with the Turks^ v;hile the Vene^ 
Uan and French troops, xxni^c Cafar Borgia y fon of pope 
andcry proceeded to Romagniay where they befieged and took 
certain towns belonging to the patrimony of the churchy 
which the pope refigned up to Borgia. 

The fenate, for the fecurity of their own dominions dur- 
ing the war in Romagnsa, fent three thoufand foot and two 
thoufand horfe to Ravennoy under AivianUy to be diftributed 
round their frontiers in fuch a manner as to form a chain. 


When Alviana arrived he received a mefl'age from Giovanni 
Sforzoy requefting he might be taken into the protedtion of 
the republic, and fereened from the vengeance of Borgia^ 
who hated him implacably ; but Alviana told the ambaffador, 
that he was perfuaded the fenate would never protedl a prince 
who had fo mortally offended them in concealing Lodovico^s 
ambaftador, difpatched with defign to excite Bajazet againft 
the republic ^ 


^ p Mean i\mt Lodovicoy returning with feme fuccours from 
1499. Gertnanyy conceived hopes of regaining his dominions, from 
Lodov* o diftaftc the Milanefe exprefled of the French government. 
retum^^ The fenate, upon intelligence that he was preparing to re- 
from Ger- Italyy ordered their troops to file towards the Cremonefey 
many. reinforced the army with 3000 Swifs they had taken into the 

fervice of the republic. Lodovko arriving at Coma took it 
without ftriking a blow, ithe French garrifon furrenderii?^ 
thcmfclvcs to prevent being enclofed between his forc\^^^i^^;'^ 
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out, and the difaflFeded inhabitants within the city. Thence 
he fent his brother Afeanio towards Milan^ where there was a 
ftrong party formed in his favour. Trivulcio was governor of 
Milan^ and being chief of the Guelph faQion in Lombardy ^ he 
was extremely obnoxious to the Gebellm?$^ who formed a. 
majority of the citizens : this animofity was carried fo far that 
news of the furrender of Coma was no fooner ar'-ived than 
Lodovico was proclaimed, and Trlvuldo forced to retire with 
the garrifon to the citadel, and next day to Novara. In ih s Recovers 
jp;.i 1 hcr Lodovico recovered the Milanefe^ with as much faci- his domi- 
Hty as the allies had reduced his dominions. Pavia and nionsintba 
Parma prefently followed the example of the capital ; Lodi Milancfe. 
and Placentia w'ould have done the fame, had not the Vene- 
tians prevented it by ordering feme troops to march thither * 

He did not long enjoy this profperity ; for while he w'as bc- 
fieging No^ora^ the French army aflembled in Piedmont^ and, 
joining the Venetians^ poured into Milan^ foon after n\2A^ P defeated 
Lodovico priloaer, and fent him to France : Afeanio was like- 
wife taken and fent after his brother, but releafed at the death 
of Lodovico 

No fooner was this affair concluded than the fenatc fent 
Lodovico Manenti to Bajazet^ complaining of his having at- 
tacked them by fea and land unprovoked, and contrary to 
the tseaty made the year before with Zancani ; likewife to fo- 
licit the liberty of the Venetian merchants, reftitution of Le- 
panto ^ and the renewal of the treaty. They were induced 
by two reafons to try the effects of this ambaffy, the firft arofe 
from the low ftate of the exchequer, and the other from cre- 
dible intelligence that Bajazet would not be averfe to moderate 
conditions; but their expeftations were difappoinied ; fori?<2- 
jazet^ demands were infolent, and fuch as might have been 
cxpeiled in confequence of a war in which he was every where 
viflorious. He told Manenti that if the fenate delired peace they 
muft reftore to him Napoli^ Modon^ and Coron^ the three 
principal cities the republic held in the Morea\ and al fo pay one 
hundred pounds of gold yearly, by way of tribute. Manenti re- 
turning with this anfwer, the leiiate refoived upon profecuting 
the war with vigour ^ Their firft care was to fortify the 
frontiers of Fruili againft the incurfions of the Turks ; then 
they fent ^uirini and Lodovico Canalis with a fmall body of 
foot, for the defence of Corfu : they likewife difpatched 
ftores and troops to Napoli^ upon advice that Bajazety with 
a prodigious fleet, intended a defceiy on the Morea. Mel- 
^^i::^Trevifany the Venetian admiral, aflembled his whole force, 
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amounting to feventy fail, at Zant\ but the Turkijh fleet, 
ivhich exceeded two hundred veflels, arriving on the coaft of 
Napoli^ landed a body of horfe to fcour the country as far as 
the walls of the city. The garrifon Tallying out upon them, 
obliged the Turks to retire ; upon which they filed towards 
MMoriy fending a large detachment to lay fiege to Junca. 
The garrifon was well lupplied with every necelTary, and com*- 
manded by Contareni the proveditor, a brave officer. Sallying 
out upon the Turks ^ they inti rely defeated and forced them to 
raife the ficgc the day after the trenches had been opefl^! . 
Trevifan^ general of the Venetian army, dying, the command, 
to the great joy of the troops, devolved upon Contareni^ until 
the fenate fhould otherwife difpofe of the vacancy?.' 

In the mean time Bajazet^ with all his force, laid fiege 
to Modon^ which Contareni determined to relieve at all events. 
The garrifon was badly provided with ftores and ‘provifions, 
the chief fupplies having been fent to Napoli^ from a notion 
the fenate entertained the firft attempt would be againft that 
city. Contareni fet out from T^ant with the fleet, determined 
to fight the enemy though greatly fuperior ; as foon» as he 
deferied the Turkijh fleet, he bore down upon it in order of 
battle, and was received by one hundred flout gallies. Not 
difeouraged at the enemy’s numbers, Contareni began the en- 
gagement, which continued with great fury and advantage to 
the Venetians for the fpace of five hours ; but the wind flaclc- 
cning, and a perfefl calm fucceeding, they loft the fruits of 
their fuperior fkill in navigation, and were forced to fight upon 
equal terms : they had almoft funic under the powerful 
weight of the enemy, when a gale fpringing up enabled Con- 
tareni to difengage his fleet and retire to Zant^ with the lofs 
of two of his largeft fhips, and great damage of the remainder. 
Bajazet preferved the honour of the vidlory, but his lofs was 
more confide rable ; for befides a prodigious (laughter of his 
men, fix gallies were funk and deftroyed 

The Venetian^ having refitted the fleet, was ftill bent 
upon fending fuccours to the befieged. To this end he chofe 
five of the ftouteft gallics, witli •refolute officers, who en- 
gaged at all events to pufti through the Turkijh fleer, and fup^ 
ply the city with provifions. Thinking it neceflary to ac- 
quaint the befieged of his intention, he difpatched a yatcht, 
manned with certain defperadoes, to defire the garrifon would 


make a diverfion in favour of the fquadron coming to their 
relief. The boat enterad the harbour, amidft the end^y’s 
fliot, with the lofs only of one rower ; and the fqutdr^.^ji^ 
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following, kept a running fight with the Turksj and in fpitc 
of all their endeavours got fafe to port. Their arrival was 
joyful, but it occafioned the lofs of Modon ; for fo eager Modon 
were the garrifon to receive fupplics, that, neglefting their taken hy 
ports, they flocked in crowds to the (hore ; and the TVr/fj, Turks, 
feizing the opportunity, fcaled the walls, and entered itift and all the 
town in fuch multitudes, as baffled all the valour of the garri- other 
fon ^ Thus was Modon loft by the very means which might of 
faved it, in defiance of all the Turkijh power. The garri- 
ton and inhabitants were all put to the fword, excepting the 
governor, who was fent in chains and prefented before the 
walls of Junca^ which fo intimidated the garrifon that the 
fort was furrendered without a ftrokc. Coron foon after ca- 
fStulated upon honourable terms ; and of all the towns the 
Tepublic h#^ld in the Morea^ none of any confequence now 
remamed bcfides Napoli^. This the Turks foon inverted; 
but after a te^dious and bloody fiege were forced to abandon 
the enterprize, the city being well fupplied, and the governor 
deteiipined to bury himfelf in its ruins (A). 

About the time Modon furrendered, the Venetian fleet was 
difperfed and terribly {battered in a ftorm, which drove fe- 
veral {hips {battered and difmafted as far as Candia, Bene* 
detto^ Peffari^ who was appointed admiral in the room of Tre* 
vifan^ came to Zant while the Turks were befieging Napoli. 

As foon as he had colleded and refitted the fleet, he deter- 
mined to go in queft of the enemy ; but Bajazet, having in- 
telligence of this defign, commanded the bafhaw to raife the 
fiege of Napoli^ and return with the fleet to Conjlantinople, 

Pe/Jhri fent a frigate to view the enemy, who had failed the 
day before the cruizer arrived, which determined the Venetian 
to fleer his courle to Legina^ the Turks having taken and gar- 
rifoned that ifland during the fiege of Napoli : here he landed 


* Bemb. 1. 4-. etiam Foug. ibid. ^ Ibid. 


(A) The conduirt of one Con- 
tureniyZVenetian ofheer, who was 
made prifoner at Corona deferves 
potice : this gentleman had 
been fent with a party by the 
Tfirks to fummon the garrifon 
of Napoli to furrendcr, in hopes 
l^^might pvcvail on his coun- 
j jiitmen to fave their own lives, 
^ a;id Lwoid the fever ities and ri- 
gours of a fiege. As Conform 


was parlying with the governor 
on the oppofite fide of the moat, 
he fuddenly fpurred his horfe 
and plunged into the ditch. 
Having gained the oppofite fide 
he ufed ail his influence to per- 
fuade the garrifon to fupport the 
utqjioftmifeiies of a fiege rather 
than furrender ; after which he 
returned prifoner to the Turks 
like a feepad Regulus. Bern, 1 . 3. 

fon^e 
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A. D. troops, who foon reduced the fort, put the garrifon to 

^500! fword, and brought the Turkijh governor prifoncr on 
board. Thence he went to MiiyUne^ where be was attended 
. with equal fuccefs. The plunder of this ifland he diftrihuted 
among his troops, and failed for Tenedos^ which having burnt 
to "the ground, he attacked the rear of the Turkijh fleet as it 
was entering the ftreights, and took nine gallies, the crews 
of which he put to deaths After this exploit he proceeded 
to the ifland of Samothrace^ where, underftanding that jhe 
inhabitants fubmitted from necefiity to the Turkijl) dominidir, 
he received them into the proteflion of the republic, and left 
a garrifon and governor, upon whom the natives fettled a 
faiary of a tenth of the produce of the ifland. Next he went 
and facked returning from thence to loade* 

with booty, and adored by the troops, whofe'hcarts he had 
gained by his generofity and valour 

Here receiving advice that the fleet, undei^G^;:- 

faho Ferdinandcs^ was come to Zant to join the Feneiimsy he 
immediately failed thither 5 and pafling by funca^ he ordered 
Charles Contareni to be beheaded on the prow of his galley, 
foi having furrcndcred that ftrong fort to the Turks upon be- 
ing iummoned. Both fleets in conjunction went and befieged 
Cephalo- Cepbu:,n}a^ Which they carried by the obftinate intrepidity of 
nisi taken the and Venetian infantry, yunca Wkcvfik was'rc- 

6 j Pclfari* covcjed by means of one Demetrius of Modon^ who concert- 
ing mealiires with fomc of his friends fucceeded fo happily, 
that killing fifty Tm'ks the reft made their cfcapc over the 
walls, and abandoned the fort 

PESSJRI failed with fourteen ftout gallies to Preveze^ 
where he was told the Turks were preparing a fleet : here 
he took three gallies ready to put to fea, and burnt fevcral 
others on the flocks; then he fteered to Cerjtiy where he or- 
dered the fleet to rendezvous and refit. Before he went on 
this laft expedition, Gonfalvo took his leave and retired to 
winter in Sicily : Pejj'an made him a prefent of fome rich 
wines, and feventy thoiifand weight of fwcet-meats which 
he had fent him from Venice, After refitting the fleet he 
failed to the mouth of the river Bojan^ with intention to de- 
ftroy a Turkijh fleet which lay there ; but the enemy, drawing 
their (hips fourteen miles up the river, prevented his defign. 
Pejfari leaving a fmall fquadron to block them up returned to 
Corfu : here the fenate rewarded the courage of the troops 
by a liberal gratuity to every foldier who had diftinguifti|d 

* Bemb. 1.4. “ Fouc. 1 , 8 . d.4. etiam Bbmb. ubi 
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himfelf, 2nd by taking care of the fanniilies of thofe who had 
died or were killed in the fcrvice 

While Pejfari was performing wonders at fea, the fenate 
font an ambanTador to Ladijldus king of Hungary^ to engage 
him in an alliance againft Bajazet. In this treaty the pope de- ^ * 
fired to be included ; and it was ftipulated that the kint?, with 



alliance jlgojlim Barharigo died, after he had governed 
Jntteen years, with the reputation of a temperate and pru- 
dent prince, who was fparing of the public, and profufe of 
his own money ; but with all his good qualities, there was 
^ tindlure of jealoufy and morofenefs, which rendered his cha- 
Ipadler difagreeable : the fovereign was efteemed, but the man 
“Tvas not beloved p. He was fucceeded, according to the ufual 
form|, by Leonardo Loretano^ a man equally refpedled for the 
quality of his, birth and for his wifdom. 


LEONARDO LORETJNOy DogeLXXV. 

The new doge begun his government by propofing, in Leonardo 
the firft great council held after his acceffion, that Pejfari Loretano, 
the admiral ftiould, in reward of his fcrvices, be made a</,LXXV, 
procurator of St. Mark's^ in the room of Trono deceafed. He 
was accordingly eledled, in his abfence, to this dignity, one 
of the firft in the ftate^. Early in the fpring the French and 
Portuguefe fleets came into the Archipelago^ to aflift the Ve^ 
netiam again ft the Turh \ but thofe auxiliaries proved of no 
fervice to the republic, as peace was fooii after concluded. 

The fenate had juft received advice from Gr/V/Z, that 
Ach?netj the Grand Vizier, was not averfe to an accommoda- 
tion ; they accordingly fent an ambalTador to Himgary^ to 
defire the king would fend plenipotentiaries to Conjiantinople \ 
and the king confented, on condition of the republic's con- 
tinuing to him a yearly fubfidy of three hundred pounds of 
gold ^ The treaty was accordingly concluded, on fome trifling Pgace^.vuh 
conceflions which the republic made to Bajazet^ tired out Bajazet. 
with the war he carried on in AJia as well as in Europe. The 
Grand Seignior difpatched an ambafiador extraordinary to Ve^ 
nicej who made his entrance in great magnificence, and was 
received with particular marks of diftinflion, as the reprefen- 
taiive of a great monarch and foldier. Thus did this war, 

Bemb. Ibid. ^ S^Nsov. del. v. di prinQip. 9 San- 
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which the republic had carried on for upwards of live year^, 
with little or no afliftancc, againft the whole Turkijh empire, 
terminate with much honour and little prejudice to the ftate, 
bcfides the wafting of their ftnanccsy and emptying of their 
treafury. 

^['hey were fcarce delivered from this war when ambaf- 
fadors arrived from Lewis the twelfth, to engage the republic 
in an alliance againft Spain^ which the fenate abfolutely re- 
jeded, though they agreed to continue the ancient treaty. 
The death of pope Alexander the fixth ; the eledfion of a 
pope \ his death a few days after ; and the choice of a fuc*' ’ 
ccflbr to Pius the third, occurred in this interval of tran- 
quility which the republic enjoyed. Upon the acceffion of 
"Julius the fecond to the papal chair, the republic fent an 
ambafly of eight of the chief nobility to congratulate his hd * 
linefs : they were kindly received, and mutual prefeflions Ci 
efteem were exchanged. 

These profeflions produced no real cordiality. Julius 
was jealous of the extraordinary acquifitions made by the re- 
public : he even advifed the duke of ValentlnoL to recover the 
towns the Venetians had torn from his dominions®. This 
obliged the fenate to caution the proveditors in Romagnia^ 
to take every ftep they thought neceflary for the fafety and 
intereft of the ftate ; upon which the proveditors laid ficgc 
ioTaJignana and Meldola^ two ftrong tov^ms, which furren- 
dered upon the firft fummons. Highly incenfed againft the 
fenate Julius fent the biftiop of Tivoli to Venice to repre- 
hend them, and procure the reftitution of Faen%a and Rimini^ 
and alfo to requeft the afliftancc of the republic towards re- 
covering the other towns in the hands of Valentinois, The 
nuncio delivered his inftrudlions, but was anfwered, that the 
pope had no authority over the towns he mentioned ; that 
they never had been claimed by any of his predeceflbrs, nor 
efteemed a part of the church-patrimony ; and that they had 
been renounced in open confiftory to the Valentinois family : 
they added, that this exertion of defpoiifm was not fuitable 
to profeflions of friendfliip and the good ofHces which had 
pafled between his holinefs and the republic, which they were 
willing to maintain as long as it could be done with juftice 
to the honour and majefty of the commonwealth. With this 
anfwer the nuncio was difmiflcd ^ ; but Julius maintaining 
his point, yet knowing his ftrength unequal to fupport it hy 
arms, had recourfe to menaces and threats that he would ftir 
up all the princes of Europe againft the republic. "Juftinia Bjii^ 

* Guicciard. 1 . 5. Fouc. 1 . 9. d. 4. ' Bemb. I. 4. 
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their atnbaiTador at Rorruy endeavoured to appeafe the pontiff* ; 
but he would liften to no propofals, until the towns were iirft 
ceded. The ambaiTador acquainted the fenate with the pope’s 
declaration, and they immediately allembied to deliberate upon 
an anlwer ; but while they were fitting, the nuncio returned 
with haughty letters, delivered with an air and fpeech no lefs 
imperious. Greatly perplexed in what manner to condu£l 
themfelves, the fenate at length determined to fend ambaflies 
to the emperor and king oi Francey to refute the complaints 
i^jde by Julius, The remonftrances of their ambafladors had 
^ good effe£): for the time. Both monarchs Teemed fatisfied of 
the equity of their plea ; and the pope’s ambafladors returned 
chagrined and difappointed, they having obtained nothing 
I more than that the princes would fend commifTioners to de- 
^ tc the caufe^at Rome 

S Howe-^erI the emperor Toon forgot his complaifance to 
the republic ; for next year he Tent ambafladors to Ve^iice to 
deflre that Fc^nxa and Rimini might be furrendered. He had 
a right to this demand, he faid, as the natural protedor of 
the hply fee ; that if they thought the demand unreafonable 
they would fubmit it to arbitration ; that he would labour to 
procure the pope’s confent ; and laftly, that he would be um- 
pire, and decide according to equity, without prejudice, paf- 
fion, or partiality. The fenate, being well allured of the 
emperor’s inclinations, and in what manner he would deter- 
mine the point in difpute, anfwered, that their claim was fo 
clear as to render an umpire unncceflary, with which they 
difmified the ambaifador 

In the mean time a confederacy was formed between the 
emperor and the French king j upon which the latter fent 
John Lafcari to Venice to entreat the fenate to compromife 
matters with the pope, in order to pave the way for a generd 
league againll the Othoman empire ; he added, that he had 
fworc to the league with Maximiliany not to attack any chrif- 
tian ftate, but only to fupport each other, if attacked. To 
this the fenate replied, that they had taken all poflible means 
to be reconciled to his hqjinefs, and had even offered to hold 
the towns in difpute of the church, and to pay any reafon- 
able tribute : they congratulated his majefty on the treaty 
with Maximilian : but as it was ftipulated in the treaty be- 
tween the republic and the king, that neither fhould contrail 
other alliances, they requefted to know why his majefty had 
given them no intimation of his intentions. The ambafl'a- 

« Barre Hifl. d’AHem. t. 8. part i. Barre Hid. 
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dor was a good deal embarrafled with this unexpe<9ed 
tion : however, he anfwered, that though he was igfiorafif^ 
of his mafter’s motives for the treaty, he could alltire thd ! 
fcnate, that the Venetians could be joyfully received into th^ 
alliance. 

AJnsatisfied with mere compliments, the fenate detcr^i. 
mined to try the ilViie of another ambafl’y to the pope, 
which they made propofals ; firft, to reftore Rimini and aU. 
they had taken in Romagnia fince the death of Alexander thfe ' 
fixth, except Faen%a and its appendages ; fecondly, to rerl^i;^ 
Faenza under certain rcftri£lions and limitations. This 
propofal the pope feemed to relifli \ but a feries of intrigues 
and negociations between him, the French king, and the em*- 
peror, for the fpace of two years, fruftrated the effefls. Thinr 
Venetian grandeur and wealth excited the jealoufy of tho(J 
great powers as well as of the little princes and«jlates, the*, 
neighbours of the republic. It would be endlefs, however, 
to recite all the ambaflies, treaties, and negociations, that 
occurred during this period ; fufficient it is that they ended 
in a confederacy againft the republic, the moft ps^werful 
which Europe had then ever beheld. 

^ A YEAR before the league of Cambray was formed, a kind 

1507.* of broke out between Maximilian and the republic. It 
had been fuggefted to the emperor, that Lewis\ defgn in 
coming to Italy was to feize upon the patrimony of the 
church, and to difmember the holy fee* This notion the 
netians^ who were not pleafed with the king’s refolution, took 
care to confirm. The emperor upon this affembled the dytt 
Dyet of of Conjlance^ wherein it was determined that his imperial ma- 
Conilance jefty (hould go into Italy^ attended by a retinue of eight thou-* 
fand foot, twenty -four thoufand horfc, and a train of artil- 
lery. The pretext was, to receive the imperial crown at the 
pope’s hands, a form which had not been palled through, 
notwithftanding he wore the diadem for feveral years 

Both Lewis and the republic were greatly perplexed at 
this refolution, and left no , means untried to prevent it by 
means of the princes of the dyet. Maximilian difpatched four 
noblemen to Venice^ to folicit a paflage through the domi* 
nions of the republic, giving the fenate the ftrongeft afllir- 
ances that he would offer no moleftation to the meaneft Ve» 
netian fubjedt. Lewis laboured hard to perfuade the fenate to 
deny this requeft, promifing to affift the republic with all 
his forces to oppofe the ^emperor. The king’s requeft war 


^ Baron. HiPc. Eccl. fub.hoc.an. Barre Hift. d’Allem. t. d. 
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[agreeable to the inclinations of the fenate^ who knew how 
jdeflrhus was of an opportunity of fuppofling his 1508.* 

Ilaim by force of arms to certain towns annexed to the rc- 
j|ublic, which the emperor pretended were a part of the do- 
lininions of the houfe of Aujiria, The ambaffadot was there- 
j^re told, that the republic would chearfully grant theempeit)r 
^palTage, if he would difmifs his formidable retinue, which 
i^ey could not fufFer to pafs into Italy confidently with their 
b^aty with the French king. Maximilian gave the republic to 
iM^dand that he would force a palTage, and accordingly 
.-.fcpared to execute his menace. In the month of February^ 
liQtwithdanding the extreme inclemency of the feafon^he pafled 
the AlpSy and, after a march fcarcely credible, arrived within marches 
'^ 9 ur leagues of Verona. The Fr nch governor in Milan fent into Italy, 
hundred meyi to the affiftance of the republic, which, 
the Venetian forces, formed an army of two thoufand 
foldiers^ under Alviana. Had the emperor known how to ufe 
the good fortupe which almod always attended him, this 
body mud have funk under his power ; but, having fur- 
mounted the greated difficulty, he approached Vincenza with- 
out taking any meafures to b^fiege it, though drenuoufly ad- 
vifed by the marquis of Bran'hubourg. As this city was but 
)oorly garrifoned and provided againd a fiege, it mud pro- 
)ably have furrendered before Alviana could come to its re- 
! ief I and hence a way into the Venetian dominions would be 
opened, and a retreat fecured, befides pofleifion gained of a 
town, otherways of great importance to the fuccefs of the 
expedition ; but the emperor declined attacking it, under pre- 
tence that he v/as not prepared to undertake a fiegc of fo much 
confequence and hazard ; that he would not lead to dcdruc- 
tion troops it was his duty to fave ; that, leaving the Vene^ 
tians within their walls, he would retire to Trentj where the 
army could be better fupplied. Thus abandoning the con- 
queft in his power, he actually marched feveral leagues farther 
from the frontiers of Italy. 

Thence he went to attend the dyet at Vlm^ leaving his 
troops a prey to the enemy, • Alviana^ feizing on a pafs left 
unguarded by Germans^ entered the V3\\cy Cadorino^ and 
there attacked the imperial army. The Germans^ perceiving 
they were ftiut in, determined to force their way : a battle en- 
filed# ijo which both fides fought with great courage ; at laft, after The Gcr- 
COtltinuing the engagement for three hours, the Imperial ifts mans 
were broken and defeated, leaving fiv^ thoufand dead on the feaud. 
fie(^ Upon this Alviana laid fiege to Cadorino^ Gradijk^ 

Gsr^z^ and a number of other places belonging to the houfe 
of Auflria. On the other fide Contareni^ with the fleet, in- 
Hist, Vor XXVII. R vefteJ. 
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veiled Trii/ti^ Cap-IJlria^ Rovigno^ and Pola^ with many 
other cities on die coafts of IJlria and Friuli Every thing 
fucceeded with the Venetians by^fea and land, and it would have 
been difficult to affign bounds to their conquefis, had Trivukie^ 
wkh the French troops, remained firm to their engagements. 

• jmiana had formed a deftgn of befieging Trent^ in expedta-^ 
tion of being fupported by Trhulcio ; but this general, utt* 
derftanding that the treaty between his mailer and the repub- 
lic was only defenfivC) refufed to enter upon ofFenfive 
fures. 

Besides Trivuldo^s refufal, other impediments ob(lru£ld 
Jflviana" s dcRgni fome of the wifeft perfonages in the re*] 
public declared againft an open rupture with the emperQ| 
Dominico Merojint^ in particular, a procurator of St. Mc^ ‘ 
aged ninety, of great experience and founcf jucjgment, ti _ 
the fenate, “ That though the German princes were not 
pleafed with the emperor’s quarrelling unprovoked ^ith the 
“ Venetiansy yet they would rcfent any indignity offered 
to the imperial crown ; that as they had fufficiently avenged 
the injury, and compenlated the lofs fudained from Maxi- 
miliany proceeding farther would look as if a paffage thro* 
the Venetian dominions had been refufed, only to promote 
a war in which the date hoped to be gainers ; that laying 
down their arms now would fhew their moderatiorf, gain 
the elleem of the German princes, upon whom a great 
part of their commerce depended, and convince the world 
the republic had fpiritto refent, but jullice to refrain from 
giving an injury. It was indeed glorious, he faid, to van* 
** quilh an enemy in the Held, to extend the limits, and raife 
the power of their date ; but it was dill more glorious to 
fubdue their pallions, bridle their ambition, and merit the 
reputatbn of jud, the greated charadler of an individual 
or community. I'he events of war, depending on contin- 
gencies, were variable and uncertain ; but councils, pro- 
ceeding from deliberation, weighed in the nice balance of 
** true judgment, and abdradec^fiom furious zeal and blind 
paffion, were fure, and the neared to certainty that Che 
weak date of humanity would admit y.” 

This fpeech from the venerable old man had its efiefi in 
affwaging the heat of thofe who warmly declared for profe* 
cuting the war. The fenate at that time determined nothing, 
but referred the ifliie t^ another fitting : in a few days after, 
intelligence was received that the emperor was levying forces 
on the confines of Verona^ and in the country of the Grifensy 

^ Be MB. 1. 4 . Fovg. ibid. 
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which determined the fenate unanimoully to proceed in the 
war. Morofm now eagerly preiled thi; meafure, which he 
had fo lately oppofed. The refolution was tranfmited to the 
proveditors upon the frontiers and in IJlrtay with reinforce- 
fnents of troops, and fupplies of money and ftores. In 
fequence of thefe orders Ahuiana took Protomvt^ then Farm^ 
city of Sdavonia^ which he burnt ; and crofling the Alps^ 
he laid fiege and took Prefsburg^ a ftrong town on the con- 
fines of Hungary *• 

WHILE the Venetians were purfuing their conquefts, the 
wnperor’s army aiTembled at TrenU attacked and defeated a 
corps of three thoufand republicans near Calltona ; but this 
yidorious army foon dwindled away, the foldiers mutinying 
%yd deferting for want of pay. The Grijonsy to a man, left 
Imperial gefteral, who was reduced to feven thoufand men, 

^nd forced* to retire: upon which, Venetians y advancing 

as far & Trenty laid wafte the country, and took fome towns 
and forts of litfle confequence. Maximiliany being in great 
W^nt of men and money, daunted likewife with the lofs of 
Triejifl and the fucce6 of the republic, made overtures for Tricfte 
a peace. After fome altercation, a congrefs was fixed to fit takenb^tU 
at Vwce. The emperor’s commtifioners were the biihop of Venetians* 
Treniy and Lorentano his fecretaty. JLrtvw appointed 'Irivul- 
do and Charles Godfrey to attend ; and the affairs of the republic 
were committed to Zachary Contareniy a perfon in great efteem. 

The great point which the Imperial commiflioners laboured was 
to difunite the French and Venetians. To fucceed the better in 
this, they promifed Contareni to make him acquainted with 
the nature of the late fecret treaty between the emperor and 
the king, if he wyiuld, on the other hand, renounce the alli- 
ance of Le%vis. This propofition was rejeded by the Venetian 
with difdain, who declared he would conquer or die with his 
allies The Imperialifts, finding themfelves difappointed in 
this project, made another propofal, which was accepted, 
though in its confequences it anfwered the emperor’s purpofe 
as well as the former. This was, that a truce of three 
years (homld take place, including the three powers concerned 
in the Italian war, in order to fettle preliminaries for a general 
peace : that in the mean time all conquefts fhould remain in 
the hands of the poflefibrs, who (hould have the liberty of 
fortifying all the places which they retained after peace was 
GOnclud^. Contarem did not diflike this propofal, but he de- 
iirad leave to confult the fenate befor2 he returned an anfw’er. 


* Baerb Hift. AUem. t* 8. 
Bemb. 1. 4, 


p. 2. 
R 2 


a 


Gvic, 1 . 5. etiam 
This 



7he Hifiory of Venice. C. u 

This circumftancc, which occafioned the warmed difputes, 
was obvioufly calculated as a bait for Centareni to draw him 
from the alliance of France^ fince Lewis reaped nothing by 
the war, and the emperor had lod by it dominion as well zi 
reuutation. The French comtniffioners not only refufed their 
aflent to this article, but likewife to accede to the truce un* 
lefs it was made general, and the duke of Gueldres^ whofe 
ruin Maximilian had planned, was included 

The fenate’s indru^ions to Contareni were, that he (ho^Id 
clofe in with the propofals of the Imperialids ; that he (hc^ ^ 
endeavour to get TrivulcioznA Godfrey to fign them, but upon 
their refufal conclude a feparate truce, with this provifo, that 
ftx months ihould be granted to the French plenipotentiari^ 
to determine. Upon this Contareni (hewed fo much eagern(|S 
and zeal to finifh the truce, as made the French plenipoten^ 
tiaries fufpedl the republic had very little regard to the intereft 
of her allies ; and that they were the dupes of her politics 
in the late alliance, which had not produced a (ingle advantage 
to ballance the expences of the war : however, the treaty 
was concluded, and the French left to complain of the ingra-* 
titude of the republic, and the cunning of Maximilian 

In this meafure the fenate certainly midook their aim, as 
appeared by the confequences. Nothing could be more con- 
trary to the true intered of f^enice than a rupture with i mo- 
narch the mod powerful and natural prote£lor of the repub- 
lic. Lewisy by the acquifition of Milan^ had a drong intered 
in preferving the rights and privileges of the Venetiansy and 
fighting their caufe againd all enemies. Their contiguity to 
his duchv made them the natural guaranties of it, and this 
again obliged him to proted them by means of the large ar- 
my which he necefTarily kept on foot in Italy ; but the idiie is 
the bed proof of the mifcondu£t of the fenate 

ALVlANAy after having giving orders concerning the for- 
tifications of Goritz and other conqueds, returned to Venicey 
where triumphal honours were decreed him. The order was 
new, and it is difficult to alfign the fenate*s motives for falling 
in fo late with a praflrce they had fo long neglcdled. The mod 
probable reafon is, that they accommodated the reward to the 
difpofition and genius of the general, who edeemed nothing 
fo much as glory, and thought all his fervices fuificiemly re- 
paid by honours which didinguKhed him above others* 
Barre alledges, that this indance of Vanity confidcrably for- 
warded the league againd the republic. Undoubtedly the 

** CoMMINES, p. 126. ^ GvICCIARD. p. 47c. ** BaRR* 

I lift. d’AlIem. part 2. 

empero*^ 



245 


G. I. The Hiftory of Venice. 

emperor was greatly piqued at fo open a declaration of vic- 
tory, which he thought a blot upon his own glory, as well as 
a reflexion on the empire ; and it is certain that he determined 
upon vejigeance, and even to Another his refentment againft 
France^ in order to wipe off this difgrace. But the great 
fpring of the league of Cambray was Letvus indignation : he 
complained to Condelmen^ the Venetian ambaflador, of (he 
inju^ done him by concluding a feparate treaty ; of the in- 
gratitude and feliim motives of the republic ; and even dnopt 
tome menaces which plainly indicated his intentions of feek- 
Iiig revenge®. 

To afeertain precifely the juftice of the claims made ^ each 
of the powers engaged in this league, it will be necellary to 
^ake a retrofpe^live view of the government of Italy for fome 
a£'.es. Before Finance and Spain got footing in Italy^ the popes 
were the common arbiters among the different ftates, rather 
fpiritu^ than temporal fovereigns. In a few centuries they 
loft great part ,of the dominions of the church ; and in the 
time of Otho the firft the patrimony of St. Peter*& was com- 
pofed qf the city of Rome and its appendages, fome of the 
maritime parts of Tufeany^ the duchy of Spolatta^ marquifate of 
Anconay Ravenna^ all Romagniay and in general thofe domi- 
nions contained under the exerchat. During the broils be- 
tween the Guelphs and GihellineSy the emperor deprived the 
holy Tee of all Tufeanyy and feveral other places. In fine, af- 
ter the pope’s dominions had been difmembered, the emperor 
Rodolph the firft fold liberty to moft of the cities of Italyy who 
gladly embraced the opportunity of throwing off both the 
imperial and papal yokes. In confequence, the moft power- 
ful foon reduced under their dominion the weaker cities, while 
in their turn they fell under the tyranny of certain families, 
who had acquired power and influence. In this manner did 
many petty ftates of Italy acquire fovereignty, and within their 
refpc 61 ive jurifdicftions, all the power formerly lodged in the 
emperors and pontifB. 

During the pontificate of Alexander the fixth, the domi- 
nions of the church were Jlill more retrenched, though the 
preferved the right of fovereignty over many places of 
which he had loft the property : among thefe were RavennOy 
flolognay Faenzoy UrbinOy Ferraray Frivolay Riminiy Perufeoy 
Pefaroy and Cefana. Notwithftanding thefe lofles the popes 
ftitl, by means of their fpiritual authority, were powerful, 
this giving them great influence ov^r their neighbours, and 
drawing confiderahle revenues from all the chriftian princes. 

^ Fovg. 1 . lo. d. 4. 
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When Levfis the twelfth fucc^eded to the dukedom of 
and FerSnand got poflellion of the crown of Naples^ a tho- 
rough change was introdubed fn the affairs of Italy : then the 
temporal power of the pontiffs was wholly abforbed in the 
authority of thofc powerful monarchs, who, befidcs their do- 
ihinions in Italy^ were the fovereigns of other confiderable 
kingddins. The popes tried every method to expel them out 
of Italy \ but, unable to effeft this by their own force, they 
fomented divifions and jealoufies between them, in o^de^to 
weaken both. Even this policy was found ineffedual, as* ihe 
power of the one encreafed in proportion as that of the’ 
other was diminifhed. For a feries of years this was the foie 
aim of the politics of the court Of Rome : feme times foreign- 
ers were called in to incline the fcalc ; but it was remarje- 
able that hereby no advantage enfued to the holy fee, as tKe 
fuperiority which was given to one party was more*deftruflivc 
of the papal influence than the equal balance before men* 
tioned- 

It muff alfo be confidered, that befides the general intc- 
fefts of the fee of Rome^ evtry pope had his particular views 
and interefts, that of aggrandfi^ing their families, and raifing 
to high dignities their brothers, nephews, or natural chil- 
dren. Alexander the fixth, for inftance, formed a plan for 
making Cafar Borgia, his baflard, a powerful temporal prince. 
For the execution of this dclign it was that Borgia, either by 
fraud or force, became mailer of Perufta, Urbim, Frhola, 
Faenza, Rimini, &c. under pretence that the poflelTors had 
not properly acknowledged the tributes and fervices to the 
holy fee : however, after the death of Alexander, his fon, 
who then was not firmly ellablifhed in his ufurpation, loft 
thefc dominions which reverted to the lawful proprietors. 

JULIUS the fecond was no fooner raifed to the papal 
dignity than he formed the fame fcheme in favour of the 
houfe of Rovera : for this purpofe ir was infinuated to the 
Venetians, that his intention was to re unite to the church all 
thofe places alienated from it ; with this view he defired they 
would furrender Faenza and Rimini On their refufal he de- 
manded the afliftance of the emperor Maximilian, which was 
the firft ffep towards the league of Cambray, 

As to the Venetians, they had long been the admiration 
and wonder of mankind, on account of the wifdom of their 
fenatc, efteemed the moll politic body on earth, and the pro- 
digious pitch of naval power«to which they arrived. It was 
by their prudence, induftry, and addrefs, that they gradually 
cftablilhed a very confiderable territory on the continent, fup- 
ported by a ftrong maritime power, hi the latter fuperior to 

any 
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any ftate in Eunpi^ and in the former upon a footing with 
the moft formidable potentates of Italy. The Venetian dorni* 
nions on the continent at this time confilted of the provinces 
of Friuliy the Trevifany the Bergamefey the Veronefiy the Brefci^ 
any Vicenzay Padufty RmgOy with their dependencies, the Cremo- 
nifty the Polefmy Ravennay Faenzay and Rimini ; all of wlych 
provinces and cities had formerly confiinited a part of the king- 
dom of Italy. Afterwards they became fubjeA to the empe- 
rors, whofe vicars in time aflumed the reins of fovereignty : 
thefe being in courfe of time expelled, the cities recovered 
their liberty, only to fall under a more petty tyranny, in which 
ftate they exifted when the VenetianSy either by meafures of 
force or policy, annexed them to their dominions. 

Although the imperial fovereignty was no longer ac- 
knowledged, yet it is certain the emperors never ceded their 
pretenfion^ to thofe places. The Germanic body often put in 
theii- claim, founding their right upon the fovereignty of 
Othom^ firft,,and of fcvcral of his fucceflbrs, owci Italy. I'hus 
there was hardly a city or province belonging to the republic, 
to which the emperor did not claim an original right ; and the 
popes and kings of FrancCy pretenfions of a later date, either 
as fuperiors of the church, or dukes of Milan. 

FRIULI was annexed by Otho the firft to the fee of Aqui* 
leia^ Ravennay Faenzay and Riminiy had been a part of the 
holy fee ; Rovigo and the Polejin were dependencies on the 
dutchy of Ferrara \ Cremona and Ghiaradadda belonged to the 
dutchy of Milany and were ceded to the republic by Lewie 
the twelfth of France \ Brefciay by the right of war, was 
likewife annexed to the Milanefty under the Vifeonth ; and 
Crema had voluntarily fubmitted to SforzMy the fucceeding 
duke : befides, the five maritime cities held by the republic 
in Naples, proved extremely irkfome to that prince, notwith* 
ftanding he had folemnly renounced them, in confideration 
of the affiftance of the Venetians againft the French king. 

From this view of Italy we fee another caufe of the for- 
midable league now formed. Italy was divided among fix dif- 
ferent princes and fiates^ viz. the pope, the king of France 
as duke of Milany the king of Arragon and Naplesy the re- 
publics of Venice and Florencty and the duke of Ferrara ; this 
latter deriving his fecurity from the mutual jealoufy of the Ve- 
netians and the holy fee. To thefe may be added the emperor 
Maximiliany who, without pofTefEng an inch of ground in 7jr<?/y, 
laid claim to all that belonged to his anceftors, and more par^ 
ticularly to the Venetian dominions on the continent. Thu<; Rijc of tht 
did feven powers imagine themfelves interefted in a partition of f 
the territory of the republic, and of confequcncc in her deftme- ^'ambray. 

R 4 tion. 
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tion. Maximilian was eager to poffefs fome place which 
would fccure him an entrance into Italy^ in order to re-eftablifli 
the imperial power. Julius the fccond, as wc have obferved, 
had formed the projeft of re-uniting to the church the places 
difmembered from it ; a dcfign which could not be compafled 
wi^out the ruin of the republic, ever attentive to oppole the 
aggrandizement of her neighbours. Lewis the twelfth re- 
pented his having ceded the Cremoneje and Ghiaradadda, care- 
fully watching an opportunity to reclaim thofe places, as well 
as the Bergamcfe^ Brcfcian^ and whatever formerly appertained 
to the duichy of Milan. Ferdinand of Naples^ without hav- 
ing money to pay for them, wasdefirous of getting thefe five 
maritime towns out of the hands of the republic ; the diike 
of Ferrara longed to recover Rovigo and the Polejin ; and 
laftly, the Florentines^ incenfed at the afliftancy the Venetians 
had afforded to Pifa^ joined with pleafure in a Icjigue which 
was likely to give them the dominion of this city, anu ait leaft 
deprive it of the aid of Venice (A). . 

These were the true motives of the league concluded at 
Cambray. Cardinal Ambo'^fe^ and Margaret of Aujiria^ gover- 
nefs of the Netherlands^ met to fettle pielirninari' S. She was 
inverted by Maximilian with full powers to fniifti a treaty, 
upon fuch conditions as (he thought proper. Margaret and 
Conditions the cardinal ffruck up a league to the following effect ^ , .that 
ef the the pope, the emperor, and the kings of France and Arragon^ 
league. (hould mutually aid and aflift each other for the recovery of 
all thofc places ufurped by the Venetians \ Ravenna^ Cor^ 
via, Rimini, Faenza, and the other towns of Flaruinia, fliould 
belong to the pope; Veraia, Padua, Vicenza, the 
vifan, Friuli, and all the country bordering on the Ai 'riaiic^ 
Ihould be reftored to Maximilian ; that the Bt'efcian, the Ber- 
ganiefe, Cremonefe, Crema, Ghiaradadda, and all tlie ancient 
dependencies of Milan, (hould be ceded to France; and that 
Ferdinand of Arragon fliould have the towns of Apulia, ceded 
to the Venetians by the late alliance. It was farther ftipulated, 

^ Hirt. de la Liguc dc Cambrai, <c. i. 1. i. Edit. P, PariH 
Bembo, 1. 7, 

(A) The Florentines, notwith> duke of Ferrara prove of any 
(landing their acceding to the great ufe before the time that 
league, made no great figure : Julius, renouncing the league 
they were at that time harralTed and breaking with Lewis, at- 
l\ith civil diviiions, which jfre- tacked his ally the duke of Fer-^ 
vented their taking pait in the rara, — B. J. 7, 
politics of Italy, Nor did the 

that 
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that their armies ihoulcTtake the field in jipril ; and, to obviate 
the difficulty of the truce for three years, which the emperor had 
concluded with the republic, that the pope (hould fummon him 
as protestor of the church, to his affiftancc ; that in the mean 
time the other three powers fhould attack the Venetians with all 
theii forces, the pope all the while thundering out anathemas 
and e>:communications againft them, if they refufed to reftore 
what diey had unjuftly ufurped. It was farther agreed, that 
the kings of England and Hungary^ the dukes of Savoy and 
Ferrara^ together with the marquis of Mantua^ fhould be in- 
vited to join in this alliance ; that during the courfe of this 
war the emperor, or his Ton the prince of Spairsy (hould 
in no (hape moleft the king of Arragon^ touching the pre- 
tenfions of the young prince to Cajiile in the right of his mo- 
ther ; that Alaximilian (hould grant a new inveftiture to 
Lewis of tke dutchy of Milan^ comprehending all the above- 
meniipned dependencies ; that if the republic (hould have re- 
courfe for afliffance to the I’urks^ in this cafe the allies (liould 
redouble their efforts, and efteem the prefent confederacy a 
league %againff infidels ; that no party (hould conclude either 
truce or peace without the joint confent of all the allies ; 
and laftly, that no differences between the emperor and /Vr- 
dlnand might arife to difturb this alliance, arbiters were chofen 
amicably to terminate their difputes ® (B). 

Thus was the league of Cambray concluded, the moft for- 
midable confederacy Europe had ever beheld, and kept fo fe- 
cretly that the fenate had not the leaft fufpicion of the im- 
pending ftorm. Caidinal Bembo relates, that the Venetian 
ambaflador in France afked the king the purport of that long 
congrefs at Cambray^ and received foranfwer the moft folemn 
affurances that nothing was intended againft the republic, for 
whom he had the finccrcft efteem ; an anfwer which the mi- 
nifler reported to the fenate, and by that means confirmed 
their fecurity. 

Pope Julius, in the mean time, weighing with himfelf the 
confequenccs of this league, and the probability that it might 
eftablifli in Italy a power fuorc formidable to the papal au- 
thority than the Venetian, began to enter upon nieafurcs for 

s Gvicciard. 1 . 9 . 

( 13 ) According to Bembo, fpring 1509, polfibly meaning 
Bettve^ and Guicciardini, the the time when it was ratified by 
league was figned in O^ober, the ffope, and acceded to by 
1^08, though San/o^ino, whofe the king of Arragon, and the 
chronology we have followed in duke of Savoy, 
general, places it early in the 


recovering 
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Tocovering the towns of Rsmagnid^ •without acceding to the 

tedgue^ For this purpofc he infinuated to.B^dotfri’a, 
mtian refident at Romif Aai \( the fen^te wou\d y ield Rimim 
and Faenza to himi he would not only break off from the 
confederacy, but prevail on Maximilian to follow his example 
Ci^antinet a French refugee^ was employed to infinuate this 
affair to Bodoario^ who tampered fo artfully with the refugee, 
that be drew from him the whole fecret* and every particular 
of the league, which he immediately tranfmitted to the fenate. 
'I'he pope’s propofal was then debated in a full aflenbly, and 
rejedled with indignation. 

In the mean time Stella^ who had long refided at the em- 
peror’s court, and enjoyed his friend/hip, was difpacched to 
Maximilian to endeavour to difengage him from the alliance ; 
but this point mifcarrying, the republic thought ferioufly of 
French making preparations*. The French ambaflador was ordered 
^mbajfador Condehnere was recalled. Lewiston his 

cither out of perfonal efteem or pplicy, prefenhsd 
e- him with a gold chain of great value, which the ambaflador 
wcc. refufed, faying, that he never accepted the favours of thofc 
who were enemies to Venice (C). An army of eight thou- 
fand heavy armed cavalry, three thoufand light horfe, and 
thirteen thoufand foot, was levied, two thoufand of whom 
were auxiliaries from Epirus. At the fanie time the fenate 
jflued orders for equipping a confiderable fleet, both to make 
incurflons upon the coafls of Naples and defend their own har- 
bours. Andrew Bedoario likewife difpatched to England^ 
to folicit fuccours from that monarch, or prevail on him to 
make a defeent on France. Bodoario had refided long at the 
court of London^ and was perfectly (killed in the Englijh lan- 
guage. A treaty likewife was ftruck up with four of the Swifs 
cantons, in confideration of a fubfidy of two hundred pounds 
weight in filver, to be paid them annually for the fpace of 
ten years. 

During thefe preparations pope ratified the league 
with Maximilian and the French king ; but with this provlfo, 

9 

^ Bemr. 1 . 7. Guic. 1. 8. ^ Bemb. ibid, etiam Baron. 

ad Anno 1 509. « 

(C} Bemio {ays, that thefe* ‘ the unj aft war he has under- 
nate likewife recalled the * taken againft the republic, 

tian envoy at Milan, who was ‘ faithful to her promifes. My 
told by Tri’unlciox the french ‘ mailer’s orders muft be obey- 
pvernor, when he took his < ed, but you may always de- 
leave, Sir, lam afhamed of * pend on mycileem.” L; 7, 

my country, my king, and 

that 
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tihat he (hould be this laft to commence hoffilitiea : the duke 
of ISav^ alfo acceded to the propofals made to him, and be- ^ 
c^wt a confederate agalnft the republic, with the flattering Savoy ei»- 
expeftations of having the ifland of Cyprus yielded to him in traeesj^ 
the partition to be made of the Venetian dominions. Mdxi^ league. 
milM was raifing money for the war in the Nitherlanek ; 

Ltvns had levied an army of five tfaoufand horfe and two 
thoufand foot, with which he entered Italy in the month of 
April ; the king of Arragon was bufy in raifing forces and 
dquippiii| a fleet ; and the pope had got together an army of 
ten thoufand men, rather to be fpe£);ators of the event than 
to en^a^ in the quarrel (for ftill he was endeavouring by 
negociation to procure the ceflion of Faenza and Rimint) at 
the fame time ^at he was playing his fpiricual weapons againft 
the republic, die began with laying the Venetians under an 
interdidl^ while the fenate paying, as ufual, but Ijttle regard to 
the thanderof the Vatican, aflembled an army little inferior in 
number to the confederates, but raw and undifciplined. Count 
PttelHan was appointed general , Akoiana lieutenant- 
general, and Georgia Cornelia and Andrea Gritti provedi- 
tors ^ (D). Petellian was an officer of great prudence and 
experience, Alviana of fire and courage : their funtiments ge- 
nerally clafliad, and the iiTue of the firfl engagement was un- 
fortiuiate, but perfeftly confiftent with the difleniions of thofc 
two officers. The latter accufed the former oF cov^ardice^ 
while he in his turn reproached Alviani with raftinefs and te- 
merity. Petellian was for difpofing the army in fucli a man- 
ner as to protect the frontiers and country of Ghiaradadda ; 

Alviana propofed carrying terror and defolation into the Mila^ 
nefe and the enemy’s country. The fenate joined in opinion 
with the former, well knowing, fays Bembo^ that nothing can 
withftand the impetuofity and firft fury of a French army (£}• 

^ Barre ad Anno 1508, 


(D) Bembo obferves, upon 
this occafion, that in the tjpe 
of Fofeari an edift of the fenate 
pafled, that no proveditor fliould 
be chofen under the age of i;5 
years, that being an office which 
required maturity of judgment 
and experience. P. 300. 1 . 7. 

(£) This admirable hiftorian 
Would feem to be charaderizing 
the genius of that nation at this 
day, “ The french^ fays h^, 


of all men are the moft vigo^ 
rous and alert upon a firft at- 
tack ; but little able to fup- 
port the labour, the fatigue, 
and hardfhips of a campaign. 
All fire and fplrit, their cour- 
age languiflies if it fails of 
fttcpefs in the firft attempt, 
ekber for want of a Aifficient 
degree of bodily ftrength, or 
mental fortitude.” L. 2. 

p.79. 
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. Before Lewis entered Italy he fent a herald to Venice to 
denounce war, and published an edift commanding all his 
fubjeds in the Venetian dominions to withdraw on pain of 
death. The fenate oppofed this edift by a decree, forbidding 
all arcizans and ufeful members of focicty to depart, under 
the penalty of clofe imprifonment and coniifeation of goods 
anci chattels. This had its efFeft, and preferred to the re- 
public a great number of valuable mechanics : leave was like- 
wife granted to the German merchants to trade as ufual into 
their dominions, notwithftanding the Ifatc was at war with 
the emperor, and every fiep and precaution taken that could 
poffibly enable them to weather the terrible ftorm impending. 
The French herald, left his menaces might terrify the people, 
was met without the city, and introduced into the fenate, 
where he fpoke his declaration with great bittejnefs and pride. 
The doge anfwered him with a compofure and gravity that 
aftoniflied the Frenchman : he told him, that the inftdglity of 
which their mafter accufed the republic belonged properly to 
himfelf ; but as the Venetians were not accuftomed to make 
war with their tongues, they doubted not but the juftice of 
their caufe would furnifli them with weapons more becoming 
their dignity, and worthy of the perfidy of his mafter ^ 

The king’s forces were now entered the frontiers of Italy^ 
and CbaumonU with a body of three thoufand horfe and fix 
thoufand foot, crofting the Adda^ advanced direftly to Irevi- 
glio^ which he took, plundered, and deftroyed, having made 
prifoners one thoufand Venetian infantry that compofed the 
garrifon. The marquis of Mantua laid fiege to CaJfel Mag- 
giore, which he had furrcndcred to him, and in confequcnce 
a number of other places of lefs importance. The Venetian 
army advancing obliged Chaumont to repafs the river, after 
which Petellian retook Treviglio before Lewis could arrive 
from Milan te its afliftance. Both armies remained for 
fomc days within a fmall diftance of each other, Lewis de- 
firous of coming to a battle, and the Venetian general of avoid- 
ing one ; at laft the king, finding means to cut off the com- 
munication between the Venetians^ the Cremonefe and Cremofeo^ 
whence they were fupplied with provifions, forced Petellian 
to a motion which produced a battle. The French van at- 
tacked the rear of the Venetians where Alviana commanded, 
and were received with fo much fpirit and refolution, that 
being foon put in confiifion, they muft have retreated had 
not the king fent a ftrong reinforcement to their relief. The 
a^ion was now rcnc ved with frefli vigour, Alviana perform- 


ing 
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ing wohderS) and expofing himfelf to the greateft dangers : 
he placed fix field-pieces upon an eminence, from whence 
they played with great fuccefs upon the enemy ; but at laft 
the Fenetians were opprelTed with numbers, and conftrained to 
quit the field with precipitation. Had he been properly fe- 
conded by Petellian^ it is more than probable Alviana would 
have been vi£lorious, notwithftanding Lewis and his troops 
behaved with great courage : a wound he received, which 
difabled him and occalioned his falling into the enemy’s hands, 
was another caufe of the defeat of the Venetian army ", whofe 
lofs on this occafion amounted to five thoufand men, which 
was nearly equalled by that of the enemy. 

Though this viAory was glorious to Lewis^ and attended 
with important confequences, yet was it by no means general, 
as Petellian anc]t the greater part of the Venetian army was not 
engaged, {hat old general retiring in good order, and ima- 
giningfhe had difeharged his whole duty in rigidly following 
the fenate’s dii%£lions to avoid a battle, though by fuccour- 
ing his lieutenant he might have gained a complete vi£lory ; 
and, indeed, his conduA was greatly applauded at Venice^ 
where he was regarded as a fecond Fabius in caution and ' 
wifdom 

After this battle, fought on the fourteenth of May 1509, 
Lewis marched to Caravaggio, which he took by capitulation, 
and foon after received the fubmiffion of Brefcia (F) and Ber- 
gam. The rapidity of his conquefts made the fenate try 

" Bemb. ibid, etiam Baron. » Barre Hift. Allem. 


(F) We know not how to 
leconcile this fadl, alTerted by 
all the other hiilorians, with 
whatBemio relates of the fide- 
lity and public fpirit of the 
Brefciam, and the defeat of the 
trench at Caravaggio (1), Guic- 
cianiini (2), Baronius (3), b^i* 
ana U), and Barre (5), aflert, 
that tnofe places furrendered to 
Lewis, after a (hort refiilancc. 
Bembo, on the contrary, takes 
no notice of the fiege of Brefcia 
till the following year ; he even 
fays, that the Brefdans raifed an 
army, at their own ex pence, of 

(^) Tm , 8, 928. 


fix thoufand men ; and that 
Lodovico Avegori alone levied 
a troop of fix hundred horfe, an 
example which was foon fol- 
lowed by Verona. As to Cera- 
vaggio, he mentions the fiege, 
and fays the French were Ihainc- 
fully repulfed. It is poifible 
that he relates this of the refif- 
tance it made to Chaumont ; 
though other hiftorians fay, that 
he repaired the Adda after he 
took Treviglio ; and that tin- 
Brefians might have raifed this 
arm^ before the battle. 

(^) (^} 3 . 


once 
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7he fenate o^cc more to efFe£i a reconciliation with the pope afid eo^- 
makes fro- tOT : they wrote to the cardinals Grimani and Cornari^ both 
fo/als to Vmtians^ at Rome^ to offer his holinefs the ceffion of Foinasa 
the ffife and Rimini. Propofals equally advantageous were made to 
and tm- the emperor, the fenate having commiffioned Antonio Jufti^ 
ptror. to inform him, that they would furrcitder Triejie^ For* 

tomvoi and all the places taken from him the preceding 
year, and acknowledge his fovereignty in Friuli^ Lombarefy^ 
and the country anciently called Venetia. The emperor would 
hear of no terms, and the pope recovered Faenza^ Ravenna^ 
and the other towns to which he laid claim, in confequence 
of the late vi£tory ; fo that the republic was forced to redouble 
her endeavours to profecute the war. Loretanoy the doge, 
fent a melTage to Paolo Barboy a procurator of St. 
who, by realon of his age, had not attended the fenate for a 
great number of years, to come and affift them With his ad* 
vice. Accordingly the good old patriot, calling for hR fena* 
torial robes, was conveyed into the fenate, and no fooner fet 
down than he fpoke to this eifeA : ‘ Though infirm in body 

* and mind he immediately obeyed the fummons of his* prince 
f and country, to ICnd them all the fmall help in his power, 
^ and offer fuch advice as the fituation of affairs would ad* 
^ mit I but, fays he, through fo thick a cloud of misfor- 

* tunes what human .eye can pretend to penetrate ? The cir- 

* cumfiances of the ftate are really lamentable, broken and 
' exhaufted, where can it look round for fuccour ! Yet there 

* is an immortal and juft God, the avenger of perfidy and 
^ broken vows ; him neither the arms of men can terrify, 

* nor cunning deceive : his providence has often relieved us 
^ under our moft prefiing af&iftions, and will not fail ftill 
^ to do fo while we confide in him, and preferve the meafures 

* of juftice, and dilates of reafon^nd religion.’ He then 
defeended to particulars, advifing the fpeedy augmentation of 
their army and fleet, and the raifmg fupplies ^ : but the 
progrefs of the French conquefts cpnfounded the wifeft refolu- 
tions of the fenate, all the provinces and towns ftipulated by the 
treaty of Cambray to belong to thtf king and the holy fee be- 
ing already reduced (G). The P olefin was yielded to the 

^ Bemb. 1. 8. GuxcciAftD. 1. 9 * 

(G) A circumftsnce, attefted nior ; and though reduced to 
by all the hillorians, re^edts the utmoft extremities, rdblved 
great honour on the Venetians, to fuffer every difixers rather 
They refufed the affiftance of- than give their ancient enemiev 
fered them by the Grand Seig- the infidels, a footing in 

duke 
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duke of Firrara ; the towns of Azole and Limet to the mar- 
quis of Mantua ; and the emperor’s army, commanded by the 
duke of Brunfivicy was in the veiy heart of Friuli^ after hav- 
ing reduced the cities Tric/le^ Feltre^ and Belhinu Befides 
thefc lofles, the republic fuftaiiied others from new enemies, 
each of whom hoped to profit by her misfortunes and (barotin 
the fpoils. The earl of Sodron had feized upon certain cafiles 
and towns, contiguous and convenient for him ; and the 
Inihop of Treme reduced Riva di Trenic and Agrejia^ to which 
he had no other pretenfions than what opportunity afFojded. 

Padua and Trevifo alone remained firm to the republic in her 
diftrefs : the former raifed the fum of fixty pounds weight of 
gold for the payment of the army ; the other, though aban- 
doned by the (Venetian garrifon, drove out the emperor’s com- 
miffioner, and*agajn erecSled the Venetian fiandard : however, 
tbefe inftSnces of fidelity were fo rare, that the fenatc had 
once Aioughts of intirely abandoning the continent, imagin- 
ing that by this meafure only they could preferve the city p. 

But nobler refolutions foon took place of thefe gloomy 
refle( 5 )lons. Orders were ilTued for fortifying the city \ engi- 
neers were appointed to examine the places wheie forts and 
outworks were requifite ; batteries were ere£lcd at all the fords ; 
a militia was raifed, and fleet equipped, for the fafety of Venice : 
magazines were formed, and every precaution taken as if a 
(iege was expedted. Nor indeed was the conjedfure ill found- 
ed •, for Maximilian had adtually propofed to invell the city, 
but was forced to lay afide the defign, on account of Ferdi* 
nand's refufal to fuccour him with a fleet *1. He then diredled 
the prince of Brunfwic to lay fiege to Padua : fotpe hifto- Padua Ar* 
rians alledge that he led the army thither in perfon. ThisAi^^* 
city was invefted by an army of forty thoufand horfe and foot : 
the trenches were foon opened, the batteries be^an to play 
with great fury, and feveral breaches were made in the walls, 
which the Imperialifls ftormed, but always with little fuccefs. 

PeteUian commanded in the city, and the Paduans were even 
wiulous of diftinguifhing themfelves in the fervice of the re- 
public. The enemy were^repulfed in every affault with great 
lo(s ; but Aill continuing their refolution either to perifli or 
fubdue the city, PeteUian aflembled the inhabitants, and 
after animating and exhorting them to perfeverance, 
received an oath of eternal fidelity to the republic. The em- 
peror having placed a battery of ^cannon of enormous weight 
againft the baftion of Codolonga^ continued to play upon it for 
nine fucceflive days without intermiflion : having at laft ef- 

0 Baron, ad A. 1509. 4 Bemb. et Guk^ ibid. 
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fetSled a breach, orders were given to a flrong body of choice 
troops for ftorming. They were obeyed, and the breach 
mounted with great refolution, and defended with equa rour- 
age. The engagement was long and bloody, when ength 
the Imperialifts were totally routed, with p; '>digious .:^i Jiter, 
and the lofs of many prifoners of the^ifirft diftinctior* : upon 
thrs the emperor, defpairing of Aiccefs, raifed the iieg ■ with 
Jiegeraifid. precipitation, and retired to Liminu after he had lain twenty 
daj^ before Padua ^ 

This happy event infpired the republic with courage; it 
was the firft they had experienced during the war, but it fuf- 
ficiently proved what courage was able to efFe£l, and that the 
enemy was not invincible. Maximilians return i;ito Grr- 
manyy and feme growing differences between the pope and 
LewU the twelfth encreafed their reviving hopes : his holinefs 
had never heartily efpoufed the league, and above ^all things 
dreaded the extention of the French dominions in Italy^ : he 
now acquired, by a fudden revolution of affairs, the patrimony 
of the church which he claimed, and this point gained, his 
enmity to the republic ccafed : he would even have repealed 
the interdift, had not the ambaffadors of France and Arragon 
ftrongly infifted upon the i^rfbrmancc of his engagements ^ 

In the mean time the Venetians^ willing to make the moft 
of the diffentions among the confederates, fent the proveditor 
TheVtXit- Gritti with a body of forces to Vicenza^ upon fome affurAces 
tians re- that the citizens were defirous of the Venetian government. 
eatery Gr//// was immediately admitted into the city, to the great 
cenza. joy of all the inhabitants, who compelled the prince of 

halt to retire with the garrifon into the citadel, which like- 
wife, after a fiege of four days, was furrcndcred : their fleet 
at the fame time entering the Po feoured the enemy’s country 
on both fides as far as the lake of Scitrra. 

It was high time that fortune fliould begin to fmile on 
the republic ; the extreme rapidity of the enemy’s conquefts, 
and the fuddennefs of their Ioffes, threatened the city with 
civil difturbanccs. The people exclaimed loudly againft the 
fenate for having fo eafily quitted towns, won to the republic 
by the blood of their anceftors : they faid, that if fomc towns 
had been terrified out of their allegiance, and others fubdued 
by force of arms, that was no reafon for abandoning others 
which were able and willing to withfland the enemy. Verona 
was no lefs firm to the Venetians than Padua had fliewn itfclf ; 
but, deferted by the garrifon, the inhabitants efleemed it an 
aft of obedience to the rdjpublic to fubinit to the emperor. 

• MoRiivA Hid. I. ij. 
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They were tntftaken, the people fatd, who imagined the ene>- 
my were to be appeafed by humility, which only encreafed 
their infolence \ and having eafily gained a part, were by that 
induced to feek the conqueft of the whole republic : but if 
fome places were yielded to Lewis in confequence of his vicr 
tory, and on account of the power and ftrength of his army, 
how came others to be furrendered to the emperor and the 
pope, before they had ftruck one blow ? Or, how came over- 
tures to this efFe^ to be made to them, who were as impotent 
in their friendlhip as they were contemptible in their en- 
mity*? 

To thefe and other complaints the fenate anfwercd, that, 
like prudent mariners in danger of (hipwreck, they had light- 
ened the (hip of part of her cargo, with a view to prefen^e 
the remainder aad their lives ; that fuch towns only were ceded 
as by reafoit of their diftance could not be defended ; that 
they ware tubs thrown out to the whale, to flop the progrefs 
of an enemy they were unable with their broken forces to re- 
fill ; and that the event had plainly proved the wifdom of 
fuch moafures, fince the pope’s ambition being gratified there 
was more than a probability he might foon be gained. T'hcfe 
incipient dilputes might have rifen to a dangerous heighth, if 
fome lucky ftrokes of fortune had not intervened and put the 
people in a good humour. Bafciana, Feltre^ and fome other 
places were recovered, and their army marched to reduce the ^ 
Volejin^ which in a Ihort time it effefled : the Venetians ir |o,' 
then leparated in three divifions, for the greater fecurity of 
the towns in their pollellion ; for Chautrmnt had advanced 
to Vincenza with a ftrong detachment. The duke of /Vr- 
rara was in the utmoft diftrefs, being cooped up on all Tides 
by the Venetian fleet and army ; but the arrival of Chaumont 
relieved and infpirited him. An attack was made with fuch SUge tf 
vigour on the fleet, that, unable to withftand the enemy’s ef- Ferrara 
forts, the Venetians were put in confufion, and the admiral raifed. 
Trevifano obliged to fave himfelf in a lkifF“. 

Thus ended the fiege of Ferrara^ after it had been fuc- 
celsfully pufhed for near a month, and the city on the point 
of furrendering. Loretto foon fell into the enemies hands,; 
znAPadna^ owing to the differences among the leading citi- Padiiay&r- 
aens, furrendered to the emperor, without the formality of renders u 
a fiege, after it,had withflood his utmofl efforts. Some pro- the my#- 
pofals for a truce were now made to the Venetianshy Maximu 
lian ; and the emperor having obtained what he at firft de- 
manded, would have gladly ended a war which his finances 

* Bimb. ibid. "Bemb. L 9. Marian. 1 . 17. 

Mop. Hist. Voi.. XXVII. S. could 



^ 5 ? 


Tie ffijlofy of Venice; C. i. 

could not fupport: but the Aujirian pride fubdued all hia po- 
licyi and made him infill on terms too arrogant for the repub- 
lie to grant even in her ftate of humiliation. The pope 
ivas difappointed that the treaty with him was broke off ; for, 
jealous of the French^ he had formed a feheme to join the Ve- 
mtiansj if the republic would have rid herfelf of fo formidable 
an enemy as Maximilian Ever true to his own interell, 
futius had no regard to public faith, or private honour. Am- 
bition and avarice were his predominant pafiions ; in which 
all the others, together with juftice, truth, and virtue, were 
abforbed. 

In the mean while the fenatc formed a projedl for the re- 
covery of Paduot which was conduced with lb much addrefs, 
that it fucceeded beyond expe£lation, and even probability. 
The refolution was taken, after long and warm debates in the 
fenate, to fend Gritti with an army thither, and rely upon 
the afFe£rions of the inhabitants, who by this time vaere pro- 
bably tired of the Imperial yoke. Some alledged fuch an at- 
tempt would, in all probability, terminate only in increafing 
the emperor’s indignation, and more clofely uniting him with 
his allies, already too powerful : that if the attempt fuc- 
ceeded, the republic could not long exped to retain the con- 
queft, fince, without doubt, the allies would employ all their 
flrength to recover a place fo ncceflary to their farther 
fchemes. The doge and majority were of this opinion, 
which was oppofed by the nobler refolution of Molini and fe- 
veral other fenators : they affirmed that the republic would 
be wanting to itfelf, if it omitted any opportunity of recover- 
ing thofe cities fo unjuftly taken from them ; that the ap- 
prehenfions of rouzing the enemy, and heightening their re- 
fentment, was vain, fince they were a£luated more by views of 
ambition and intereft than of pique ; that at all events the 
fenate was ufing the means, and whatever the ifiiie might 
prove, they could not far! of the applaufe of their own hearts, in 
having purfued meafures worthy of the honour, the dignity of 
the commonwealth, and of the memory of their anceftors. 
** I am not, fays Molini^ fo mveh terrified by the prodigious 
“ power of the confederacy formed againft us ; circumftances 
of a fimilar nature have happened to alt flourifliing ftates : 
but it grieves me to fee our own fears of more dangerous 
confequence than all the ftrength of our enemies ; that 
we cringe and fupplicate to»arrogance and infolcnce, and 
** render our city contemptible without making it fecure. 
What friends have you made, what compaiCon have you 
excited by your mean ambaflies and unworthy cefiion of 

^ Eemb. ibid, etiam GvicefARD. 1. lo. 
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“ cities, beForc they had experienced the weight of the enc- 
my’s mcral ? None truly ! cfteem or pity cannot fall upon 
** objedls undeferving of them. Thefe are affections which 
belong not to the coward, but to the brave, who perfevere 
** in combatins; misfortunes, and yield not hope but with life. 
You have fleets, you have fuperior (kill in naval afFaii%^ 
why do you not compenfate your weaknefs on the conti- 
nent by your ftrength on the ocean ? Why do you not ruin 
their (hipping, deftroy their ports, and carry defolation and 
death to their coafts ? This has been the foundation of 
your wealth and power, and, believe me, it will ever remain 
your bulwark as long as you are wife enough to eftimatc 
the advantage. Shall it be faid that Fenetians were con- 
** quered lefs by the cruelty of fortune and the ftrength of an 
enemy, than«by their own pufillanimity and mifconduCl? 
But you«remonftrate againft the complaints of individuals, 
that she public intereft muft not be facrificed to the good 
of private pesfons ; but confider who thofe private perfons 
“ are ? They are the richeft, the braveft, and the moft 
faith Ail of your fubjeds ; who, through the timidity and 
weaknefs of your meafures, have been left a prey to defpo** 
tifm and ecclefiaftical arrogance, more intolerable than 
the worft flavery. How is public liberty compatible with 
private flavery ? Do you nor, by abandoning the interefts, 
an(f declining the ofters of Paduans in particular, re- 
“ linquilh your own intereft, honour, and the reputation of 
the ftatc ? Is not the public wealth made up of private 
riches ? Are not our fleets and armies now fupported by 
the voluntary contributions of individuals ? Did not the 
Paduans kt the example; and, after having once returned 
** their gcnerofity with ingratitude, will you ftill continue 
blind to the dilates of true honour and humanity ? I fpeak 
the more freely of this city, as the opportunity now offers 
of recovering it, and with it your own reputation ; and 
likewife becaufe I cannot be taxed with having any private 
view. You all know that I polTefs not one houfe in the 
“ city, or inch of ground w the Paduan ; but my reputa- 
tion is infeparable from that of my country, and will ever 
** be dearer to me than life.” He then touched every topic 
which could enlarge the underftanding, or warm the hearts of 
his audience, and concluded with ib much honeft zeal and 
force of argument, that the fenate was unanimous in attempt- 
ing the recovery of Padua, A decrcetwas immediately pafTed 
for giving Gritii ample powers to tranfact this delicate bufi- 
nefs; and that nothing, in the mean time, might tranfpirc 
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which could fruftrate the attempt, they all bound themftlvcs 
over to fecrecy by a folemn oath *. 

GRIl^TI marched in the night towards Padua ; and hav- 
ing conveyed fome choice troops into waggons covered With 
ftraw» by their means, and under pretence they were a con- 
_ , Hoy of provifions, he feized upon a gate of the dty, and pur- 
Padua rr- advantage, got polTeilion of Padua, 1 he Imperi- 

emrea, made a vigorous defence j but Gritth joined by the great- 

er part of the inhabitants, totally defeated thcni, making near 
two thoufand prtfoners. Thus, by the advice of Molinu 
and addrefs of Gritti^ the republic became once niore pof- 
fefled of the moft valuable city, on account of its vicinity, 
Ihe had upon the continent. The recovery of Padua was at- 
tended with all the happy confequenccs which Molini had pre- 
dicted : the public clamour was appeafed, and the pope, ob- 
ferving that the republic was not to be terrified by the power 
of the league, relaxed his feverity, and regarded tjie V me- 
tians as the only barrier againft the power ©f/Tfl«rr. The 
firft favourable ftep his holinefs took, was to grant the repub- 
lic abfolution. Maximilian and Lewis laboured hard to di- 
vert him from this purpofe ; but it was neceffary to the plan 
formed, and nothing could induce fulius to deviate from 
what he efteemed bis intereft. He even proceeded farther : 
he permitted his fubjeSs toenlift in x\it Venetian fervicc ; he 
gxzviitA Paul Baillon leave to command their army, in the 
room of Petellian deceafed ; he ufed all his influence in an in- 
direft manner to induce Maximilian to quit the league ; he 
laboured to prevail upon the Englijh to declare war againft 
France ; and laftly, he drew off the Swifs from their alliance 
with Lewis^ and even concluded a treaty between them and 
the Venetians, In this manner, and from a few fpirited 
ftrokes, did the face of affairs receive a total and favourable 
alteration 

The Venetians being tempted by their good fortune at 
Padua to make a fimilar attempt on Verona^ where they 
were alfo invited by the inhabitants, mardhed thither with 
great expedition and fecrecy : ®but the ladders they applied 
to the walls being toojOiort, they were difeovered, and the 
enterprize fruftrated, to the utter deflrudion of many of the 
principal citizens, who, upon fufpicion, were put to death 
by the governor This accident did not put a flop to the 
treaty negotiating between Julius and the republic, which at 
length was concluded en thefe conditions, viz. That the 

* Bemb. 1 . 9. ^ Bemb. ibid Guica, 1 . 10. Barok. 
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mtiam wouIJ cede their claim to the cities of Romagnia to Treaty fo- 
his holinefs ; that they Would renounce their ri^ht of placing t^ween the 
a magiftrate, whom they called bif^minOj in Ferrara \ and pope and 
that they would permit a free navigation to the fubjefls of the Venetians 
fee in the gulph of Feniee. 

Intelligence of this treaty coming to Lewis nndA/ax^ 
imilian^ they charged the pontiff with a breach of the league 
of Cambray \ in which it Was ftipulated, that none of thejparties 
Ihould make peace with the republic but with the joint con- 
fent of his allies, and until all were reinftated in their pollef- 
fions ufurped by the Venetians. In fliort, they preffed him fo 
hard, that, unable to deny the fa£I, he had recourfeto equivoca- 
tions, and other arts in which he was perfectly well verfed ; and 
at laft promifed to adhere to the articles of the treaty. But 
the performance of this agreement was very wide of his in- 
tentions : Jie h*ad two grand proje£b in view, each of them 
diameyicaily oppofite to the intereft of thofe two monarchs. 

The nrft was to invade the dutchy of Ferrara^ and the fe- 
cond to drive l)oth Lewis and Maximilian out of Italy, This 
was tl;e objeft of his late treaty with the republic ; but he 
found her ftrength, united to his own, unequal to the enter- 
prize, which made him labour to engage other powers in his 
intereft, and conclude the treaty we have mentioned with the 
Swifs. He left nothing untried to induce the Venetians to 
comt to a peace, upon any terms, with Maximilian^ even at 
the expence of the Trevifan and Padua. He wrote to the 
fenatc, that no other means remained to expel the French out 
of Italyy but detaching them from the houfe of Aujlria \ this 
once efFe<ftcd, it would be no difficult matter to recover the 
Trevifan and Padua from the emperor : in a word, he offered 
his mediation, and was accepted *. 

A CONGRESS was appointed ziScakt, to attend which Cengrefs 
lius fent the bifhop of Perujwy an artful prelate, whom \ie fir a peace, 
had employed in a variety of intrigues. The Venetians oftcred 
to reimburfe the emperor in the expenccs of the war : the 
fum was immenfc, and they doubted not but the poverty and 
avarice of Maximilian would gladly embrace the propofal. 

Their conje£lure was well* founded, but the event turned out 
different from their expeSations from an unforefecn accident. 
Maximilian in his return to Germany ^ to attend the dyet at 
Augskirg^ was grofly infulted by the Venetian peafants : fomc 
rultic jokes on his poverty fo highly incenfed him, that he 
vowed revenge, and to return the following fpring. Deaf to 
bis wants and his paffion for mondy, he fent pofitive orders 

» Marian. Bell. Carn. 
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to the bifliop of Gurtz^ his plenipotentiary at the congrefs, 
to acceptor no terms lefs confiderable than the entire ceffion of 
Padua^ Vincenza^ and the Trevifan^ together with a reim- 
burfement of the expences of the war. The bifliop obeyed hts 
orders, and the congrefs was diflblved 
JULIUS fent a nuncio, and the Fenetians certain agents 
privately to attend the nuncio, to the dyet, which fat in Ja- 
nuary. Their intrigues and oppofition drew out the delibe- 
rations of this aflembly to a great length, though in the end 
they could not prevent the ftates of Germany from concurring 
with the emperor’s defign to eftablilh in Italy the ancient au- 
thority of the empire. The emperor was warmly fupported 
by Heliany plenipotentiary from Lewis the twelfth. This 
minifler fpoke in the ailcmbly with great vehemence; he 
pronounced againfl the Venetians a difcouife f(ill of fire and 
fpirit, ilamped with the marks of genius anck erudition, 
rather than of truth. He laid before them the defigns and 
artifices the republic had employed to polVels.herfelf of the 
dominion of Italy ; he recited the different provinces ufurped 
from other princes by the Venetians \ he fpoke of their ufual 
ceremony of efpoufing thc,fea as an inftance of their folly, ar- 
rogance, and prefumption ; he gave a long detail of their pi- 
racies on the ocean, and cruelty on the continent : he re- 
minded the diet of their conduft to Mahomet the fecond ; 
of their pride and haughtinefs to the unfortunate Paleologus ; 
their oppofition to the holy league formed againft the Turks 
by Pius the fecond ; their trealon againft Chrijiendom^ in 
Eugeneers and Gunuers to the king oi .CaluuU and 
perfuading the Dutch to attack the Portuguefe in the gulph 
of Perjia (A). He told Maximilian^ that unlefs he crufhed 
that venomous ferpent before fhe recovered her late blow, fhe 
would infinuate a poifon into the empire, which would be the 
deftrufiion of him ^nd his fucceffors ; concluding this bitter 
invedlivc with an earneft intreaty, that his Imperial majefty 
and the circles of the empire would unite to exterminate 
this odious republic. Enraged at the bitternefs of this harangue, 

^ Bemb. IV9. 

(A) The reader will here ob- the reign of Charles the fifth ; 
ferve a palpable anachronifm, nor was their company eftab- 
which we have inferted as we liflied for fourfeore years after 
have found it in the Spanifi^ the diet of Augsburg^ or a trade 
French^ and German hillonans. opened to the Eajl Indies^ 
Yet it is obvious that the unich before the oppreffion of the Ne-- 
had no knowledge of any part tkerlands by Philip the fecond. 
of InMa till the latter part of 
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the nuncio was going to reply, when unfortunately drop- 
ping fome expreffions fevercly refle£ling upon Maximilian 
and Lewisy a confufed noife arofe in the diet, which was ap- 
peared by turning the nuncio out of doors, putting the re- 
public under the ban of the empire, and renewing a treaty 
ofFenfive and defenfive with France ^ 

yULIUSj incenfed at the affront given himfelf in the a. D. 
perfon of his nuncio, immediately vented his fpleen againft iju. 
the duke of Ferrara^ the friend and ally of Lewis : a conduff The pope 
that greatly perplexed the French monarch, who was dcfirous breaks the 
of keeping fair with the church. The Venetians turned this league* 
humour of his holinefs to the advantage of the republic ; they 
recovered, during the incurfions of the pope's army into the ter- 
ritory of Ferrara^ the towns of MJle^ MonfcUfia^ Montagnana^ 

Marojlia^ Bajfano^ and feveral other places. They laid fiege to 
Verona^ a^d were upon the point of carrying it, when Chau- 
mont^ ^ith a fuperior army, arrived to its relief, and obliged 
them to retreat : however, they found means even in their 
flight to reduce Orzola* Their fleet joined the pope’s, to 
make. an attempt upon Genoa \ but returned without execut- 
ing their dcfign, upon finding the city prepared to receive 
them, and that no encouragement was given by the 
malcontents. 

In the mean time Maximilian was ufing all his influence 
to prevail on Ladijlaus king of Hungary^ to declare war upon 
the Venetians \ but all he could procure were fome menaces 
and a flender body of Hungarian auxiliaries. Julius kept no 
terms with the king of France ; he even declared war againft Declares 
him, which obliged Lewis to unite himfelf more clofely with ^ar an 
Maximilian^ and confult his clergy how far it was allowable Lewis aW 
to repel the infulls of the pontiff. The clergy were unani- ^'*be of 
mous, that if St, Peter^ inftead of his reprclentative, were 
to attack the temporal rights of chriftian princes, they 
ipight in confcience defend themfelves. Upon this Lewis 
renewed the pragmatic fan£l;ion; an example followed by 
Maximilian^ who carried his views to the papal chair, the de- 
pofition of Julius^ and ^ccefEon to the papal dignity (B). 

® In Append, ad Hifl. Venet. Justin, Edit. Gerem. 

Juliust 

(B) This anecdote we find ron Ltechie}?ftein/ to ht found 
mentioned by no author bcfides in a colledlion of letters by 
Mariana [\)^ excepting in the twelfth, publifhed by 

milian*&own Ictteis to the ba- Mr. Godefny, direflor of th^ 

(i) liifp* Hifi, /. 30. 
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JuliuSt not daunted with the chimerical projei^ of the 0111^- 
peror, purfued his refentment againft France^ in the perfoti’^of 
the duke of Ferrara : he ordered his fleet to join the 
tians^ and in conjunSion to invert Ferrara on the fide of the 
Po^ while his army laid fiege to it by land : but the duke’s 
conduft fruftrated the defign, the fleet being twice de*' 
feated with confiderahle lofs to the Venetiansy who flood the 
brunt of the a£lion, while the pope’s fleet retired into a place 
of fecurity **, 

Thk Venetians were likewife difappointed in a projefl: 
formed againft Brefcia^ which was difeovered before it was 
ripe for execution : but they Were more fuccefsful before CaH* 
corda and Mirandohy where they afled jointly with the pope’s 
forces. The firft place flood a ficgc of a few days only ; but 
the- laft, being well provided with every necefiary» made a 
brave defence. His holincfs, thinking his preferce might 
animate the troops, entered the trenches, contrary to the re- 
monftranccs of the cardinals, and even of Venetian oSi* 
cers, who could not help blufliing to fee the head of God’s 
church prefide at a fiege, and view the efFufion of human»blood 
facrificed to his ambition : indeed, he negle£led nothing 
which could forward the works or diftrefs the befieged. At 
laft a breach was efFefted, upon which the garrifon hung oht 
a flag of truce, and fen.t commiffioners to his holinefs ^y^th 
offers to fubmit if he would only fpare their lives 5 a requelb 
he was with difficulty prevailed upon to graiit ®. 

About this time a cartel was fettled, and an exchange of 
prifoners made between the French and Venetians^ in which 
the numbers appeared pretty equal, as likewife did their re- 
ciprocal complaints of hxard ufage and cruelty. Trevifano the 


^ Bemb. 1 . 10. Guicc. 1 . 9. Marian. 1 . 29. 


chamber of accounts in L/Jk. 
Thefe are MaxMlMs own 
words, “ Quod quandoipfe iu- 
? tclligis, ingenti pt’Cuniajrum- 
ma quae impendenda crit, 
geri acque ejfici non pofle, 
** vifum nobis eil ere fore noilri 
** propofiti, ut cardinal! bus et 
** proceribus aliis Romanis quos 
** ad res nollras pertrahere fata- 
“ gimus, polliceamur, aefpon- 
** deamus ter centum millia du- 
catorum a Fuggeris mutuan- 
** dorum et Roniiff ab eorundem 


ponelcha ad conflitutum 
diem prxfentandorum. Op- 
pugnerabimus autem ilU 
“ (Jaccho SeiU Fuggero Seniori.) 
“ clenodiorum noftrorum pre- 
“ tioiiores quatuor ciflos, vera 
“ patiter cum pallio inveflitu- 
** rali qui non ad iraperium, fed 
“ ad nollrum domum Auftria* 
“ cum peninet, etcujus nosypoft 
adepium papatum^ non am- 
pliuserjt ut opus habeamus.” 
heftres de Louis xii. p, 326. /. 3. 
?./. 4. 
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admiral, who commanded their fleet upon the Poy was har 
nilhed for three years on accourit of his mifconduft (C). He 
would have met with more fevere punifhment, fays Bembo^ 
had not the friends of other officers who likewife mifoe* 

' haved, zealoufly exerted themfelves in his behalf, fearing left 
the inquiry might beconte general. This year likewife ^n 
edi£l of the fenate paiTed for recalling all perfons outlawed on 
account of murder or other crimes, on this condition, that 
they purchafed their pardon by a future regular condud, and 
by ferving the Hate for fix months at their own expence. 

Another law pafled for raifing the fupplies by a tax on all 
who received daily, monthly, and annual penfions ond pay, 
for mechanical fervices to the flate : this was regulated in 
the proportion of a tenth of every man’s income, if it ex- 
ceeded a fum Ipecified in the law. The council of ten pafled 
a decree, gentitling every citizen, who fliould pay twenty 
pounds weight of gold into the treafury, to the privileges of a 
fenator for one year, except that of voting. This money 
might, after a time fpecified in the a£t, be applied after their 
death to the payment of their debts, and other fuch occafions^ 
fo that it might be looked upon as a kind of loan to the pub- 
lic ^ The decemvirs enadied another law, which was after- 
wards extended, viz, that no citizen whofe fon, brother, ne- 
phew, or near relation was an ecclefiaflic, Ihould be admit- 
ted into the fenate when aiFairs which related to the pope and 
the church were debated. The intention of this law was to 
prevent the adtions of the fenate from being catried to the 
pope by thofe who might, in hopes of preferment, be induced 
to betray the fecrets of their country. Bembo fays, that this 
law was repealed the next year, but wc find it afterwards 
renewed. 

Early this year a frelh attempt was made upon Genca^ ^ttmpt on 
at the infligation of the pope. It proved equally unfuccefs- Genoa««- 
ful with the former, and in its confequences more unfortu- 
natc } for the Venetian fleet was in its return greatly damaged 
by a ftorm, though none of the fliips perilhed. Verona was 

^ B%mb. I. 10. 


(C) He was permitted to re- 
turn foon afterwards upon his 
promifing to garrifon and de- 
fend Paiiua for a month at his 
own charge. Philip Morojini^ 
who was imprifoned for having 
dangeroufly wounded his coufin 
in a duel, was fet at liberty on 

( I } Bmbt /. 10. 


paying into the the treafury ten 
pounds of gold (i). To fo 
great diftrefs was the republic 
reduced, and fo lo^ were the 
finances, that crimes were pur- 
chaM with money, and the 
laws fold by confent of the le- 
giflators. 
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alfo belieged in form ; but before a breach large enough to 
ftorm the city could be efFeded, thegarrifon was relieved by a 
firong detachment from Trivulcio's army, under the conduct 
of Gajion de Foix^ who foon after made prifoners of three 
hundred Venetian horfe 

S'RIVULCIO in the mean time advanced to Bologna^ where 
Julius then was. The French had a ftrong party in the city, 
headed by the BentivogUos^ which induced Trivulcio to at- 
tempt the fiege, and put the pope in great confternation for 
its fafety. Determined to do every thing in his power for the 
defence of Bohgna^ he fent repeated orders to his general ’to 
come diredly hither with his army, and, if poffible, to gain a 
inarch upon 7 rivulcio. At the fame time he aiTembled the 
chief citizens, reminded them of his kindnefs, exhorted, in- 
treated, and animated them to a defence of th^ir liberty, and 
the intereft of the church. He was anfwered withrafTurances 
of zeal and affection for his perfon and the holy fee a* upon 
which he retired to Ravenna^ not caring to hazard the ilTue 
of a (iege, and fully perfuaded that the Bolognefe would be 
V c h, fufficiently powerful to refift Trivulcio, But he was novfooner 
gone than they began to waver in their fidelity ; fome efpoufed 
logna. nentivoglios^ who were in the intereft of the 

French ; others again continued attached to the church, and 
thus, before the arrival of the enemy, the city was almoft de- 
ftroyed by the civil divifions of its own citizens. The cardi- 
nal Puvia^ who was left governor, terrified at thofe civil 
commotions, endeavoured to introduce a thoufand Venetian 
infantry into the city for his own defence, and to reinforce 
the pope’s garrifon, which confifted of no more than three 
hundred light horfe and two thoufand foot ; but being warmly 
oppofed by the greater part of the inhabitants, he deferted 
his government. Immediately the Bentivoglio fadlion took 
arms, feized upon the gates, fent for the Bentivoglios^ and 
introduced them with feveral troops of French horfe into the 
city : the Venetians, with great difficulty, made their efcape 
by the pafles through the mountains of Ro?nagnia, leaving their 
cannon and baggage to the enemy 
Intelligence of the furrender of Bologna being received 
at Venice^ orders were inftantly fent toGrittiy who was on the 
point of marching, to lay fiege to Legnano^ to drop that enter- 
piize, to fend the artillery on the Po with a detachment for 
the fecurity of Padua^ and to be watchful of the prefervation 
of the other towns and pities belonging to the republic ; di- 

l BaMB. 1 , II. ^ Cocci N. de Bell. Ital. 159. 
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ftributing his army, in fuch a manner, as to avoid furprize/and 
at the fame time prote£t their dominions K 

MAXIMILIAN was all this time equally defirous of re- 
venging the late infults of the Vemtian peafants, and irrefolute 
about the manner of proceeding. The expences of the war 
were great, and the means of continuing it afforded him«by 
the dyet but ilender. After advancing to R.overo with his 
army he again returned to Trent^ and there conferred with 
the Venetian commiflioners, but without any intention of com- 
ing to a conclufion with them. The count de ^Palicgy the 
general, was not idle ; he took CaJj'elnuovo^ and then enter- 
ing Friulij almoft reduced the v/hole province before the Vene* 
tian army arrived. . At the approach of Baillon he retired to 
the Mtlanefe^ and was no fooner gone, than the Venetians rob- 
bed him of all;his conquefis (D). 


^ Micen. Bell. Ital. 159. 


(D) Cocchiius relates this 
tranfa^ion in another manner ; 
according to him, Palicej who 
commanded the French troops 
in the Veronefe^ was ordered to 
obey MaximiliatC^ dircdlions 
(for in fad the emperor had no 
army befides a body guard of 
about five thoufand horfe and 
foo*). Palice took the field in 
May, and had no fooner re- 
ceived his orders, than he ac- 
quainted the emperor with 
them, and intreated, that his 
Imperial majclly would put 
himfelf at the head of a corps 
not unworthy of his dignity ci- 
ther in numbers or valour. Max- 
imilian declined the requcfl ; but 
at the fame time ordered him 
to diflodge the Vmetia 7 is frt)m 
an advantageous poll they pof- 
fefTed in the neighbourhood of 
the Verenefe. Here they were 
entrenched, and their camp al- 
inoft wholly furrounded by 
mountains and lakes. Police 
knew it would be impoflible to 
force them, although his army 
was four times their number. 


xht Venetians not exceeding five 
thoufand horfe and foot, under 
thecondudlof the braveCtty^/^a- 
gom^ a French refugee. He con- 
trived therefore to cut off their 
provifions, which forced Ran* 
gene to quit his fituation, and 
retire towards Friuli, In his 
march he was attacked by the 
whole French army, and after a 
brave and obflinate refinance, 
defeated and made prifonen 
Then it was that Paltce entered 
Friuli, and purfued his con- 
queils with extreme rapidity. 
Here it was that he received 
the emperor’s commands to en- 
ter the Trevi/an, and undertake 
the fiege of the city, to which 
his ftrength was by no means 
equal ; and of this he inform- 
ed French king, who per- 
mitted him to retire to Milan, 
Upon his departure the whole 
province of /’r/W/. returned to 
its allegiance : a circum fiance 
which determiued Maximilian 
to enter upon new meafures. 
Coecin, Bell, Ital, p, 159. 

In 
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... this manner flood affairs in Italy when fuliusy ly bi^ ill- 

icia* over the king of Arragm to his party, and ^re- 

7reatv Be- vailed upon him to fign a treaty with him and the VitUtims 
tween the ^0^ defence. The profefled intention of, this alliance 
to preferve the unity of the church ; exterminate the 
dinandy adjs of the council of Pifa ; recover the Bolognefty Ferrara^ 
and the and all the other pretended patrimony of the church \ oppofe 
Venetians ^11 enemies to thefe refolutions, leaving room for the em- 
peror to engage in the alliance if he chofe it ; and finally,* to 
defend Italy againft the encroachments of all ftrangers and fo- 
reigners whatfoever. It was fiipulated, that the allied army 
ihould confifl of two thoufand hve hundred men at arms, 
three thoufand light horfe, and twenty-four thoufand foot, 
in certain proportions fpecified in the treaty. They were fo 
be commanded by Don Raymond de Gordona^ yiccroy of Na^ 
pleSy who was to take the field early the following, jfpring K 
\Ve have obferved, thzt Maximilian was greatly c\fiFended 
at the return of the French army to the Mila^efe. Though 
h^ bad not a man in the field, or had not performed one ar- 
ticle of his treaty with Lewisj yet was he highly dii^Ieafcd 
tlwt Pdlice did not undertake the fiege of Trevifo^ and to the 
full extent obey his imperial mandate. Maximilian*s condufl 
on this occafion verrified the old faying, That a man can 
ticver forgives the perfon he has injured.’* He bitterly 
The tempo- complained of Lewis j aind was on the point of concluding a 
con- treaty with the kings of England and Arragon againfl Prancty 
7 . when his natural inconftancy fuddenly checked his intention 
mean time the pope laboured to induce him to fettle a 
truce with Venice^ in order to pave the way for a treaty of al- 
liance. While Maximilian perceived that the pope and Vene^ 
iians were inferior in power to France^ he paid his court to 
Lewis ; but finding that the addrefs of fulius had engaged the 
courts of Spaiuy England^ and Venice^ ,in his quarrel, he only 
fought a pretext for quarrelling with his old friend. He firfl 
complained that he had drawn no advantage from the league 
of Cambray ; that the towns ftipulated to be ceded to him 
were Bill in the hands of the Vetietians : he demanded that 
Lewis would reduce Padua^ Trevifoy and the oth^r places on 
the continent, to be annexed to the empire \ that he would 
enter into a contrail of marriage between Renee of France^ 
his fecond daughter, and the infant Ferdinand^ the emperor’s 
youngefl Ton, and brother to the archduke Charles ; that he 
would give her in dowry^thc dutchy of Burgundy^ afterwards 
Co be united to the imperial dominions \ that he would con- 

^ Bemb. 1. II. 
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f^nt to have (arbitrators chof^n to determine the difTerence ‘be- 
tween the pope and France concerning the dutcby and city of 
Ferrara^ the Bolegnefe^ and the validity of the council of Pifa 5 
that the Fremh governor of Milan {Gajlon de fliould 
attack no place in Jtaly^ or enter upon any enterprize but 
with the confent of a German prince he would fend tg Milan 
to prefide in the council \ and laftly, he demanded that Lewis 
would furrender all his conquefts in Lalyy the bare dutchy gf 
Milan excepted. Propofltions fo extraordinary fufficiently in- 
dicated the emperor's intention to break with Lexvis : he 
hoped for great advantages from an alliance with the popc^ 
the 'king of Arragon^ and the Venetians y efpecially as there 
was a profpe(St that the king of England would accede : he 
now earnefily deiired to become a par:y in the league, and 
actually embraced it on no other terms than a general and 
vague prcyinife, that the dutchy of Burgundy and Milan fliould 
be givf n to his youngeft fon Ferdinand of Aujlria 
But previous to this a variety of tranfadlions pafled in Car^ 
niola ziiiL IJlria. Chrijlopher Fragipany the emperor's lieute- 
nant in IJlrtUy made an attempt upon MagViay which he 
hoped to terrify into fubmiffion : he came with a fmall body 
of troops before the walls in the night, and ordering a great 
number of trumpets and warlike inftruments to be founded, 
as if the town was invefted by a numerous army, he irgme- 
diatftly fummoned the Venetian governor to furrender; but 
was anfwered that day-light muft firft difcover his authority, 
upon which he thought proper to retire and conceal his weak- 
ncfs. The French likewife made an unfucccfsful attack upon 
Treviglioy from whence they were forced to retire with the 
lofs of fcveral hundred men, and fome fuperior officers " (E). 
The Venetians were very fuccefsful in Carniola and IJlriay not 
only in foiling the enemy’s attempts to extend their conquefts, 
but in reducing towns to the obedience of the republic. In 
the latter they took Rofa^ one of the emperoi^’s beft officers, 
prifoner, notwithftandiog he had with unequal numbers de- 


® Pet. Justin. 1. 11^ Rainald. “ Bemb. 1. 1 1. 


(E)'This year was chofen a 
new magiftrate exVenicey to pre- 
fide in chief over national af- 
fairs, have a feat in the privy 
council of the doge, in the Ic- 
nate, and council of ten, where 
he was to make a feparate re- 
port of the date of the navy. 
The firft perfon defied was An- 


tonio Trovoy a procurator of St. 
MarF^. Warm contefts arofe 
about the eledlion of a governor 
of Cyprusy there being a great 
number of candidates for that 
lucrative and honourable em- 
ployment : G. Gradonico was at 
laft elefled. Bcmb. /. 12./. 490. 


fended 



ajQ The Hijiory of Venice, C. u 

fended himfelf with great valour (F). Fragipane a fecond 
time took the field, and with greater force attacked 
ItQy but he was defeated and wounded by Andrea Curant^ who 
engaged him in fmglc combat, both armies being fpedators. 
Curani^ as foon as he was victorious, ordered his men to at- 
V taqjc the Imperialifts, who were already difpirited with the dif- 
tian grace of their leader, and foon obliged to quit the field. 

Gradonko was no Icfs fuccefsful againft the French garrifon in 
Cremona ; for going with a fmall party to the walls, he Turn- 
moned the inhabitants to furrender, telling them, that unlefs 
they expelled the French before his army arrived, be would 
lay the city in afhes ; a peremptory declaration which pro- 
duced the defired eflFeCl, and occafioned the immediate fur- 
render of the city® (G). 

MAXIMILIAN^ though he was defirous o^nothing more 
than being reconciled to the Venetians^ and of joining in the 
league aeainft fthe French king, yet he made a point of hav- 
ing four Venetians of diftinClion fent to him as hgftages for the 
fincerityof the republic’s performance of feme very indefinite 
promifes. The fenatc was at length prevailed upon by the 

® BeMB. L 12. 


(F) About this time the fe- 
nate bellowed lands and parti- 
cular privileges on the inhabi- 
tants of Belluni^ and ocher ci- 
ties who had difiinguilhed their 
fidelity to the republic. Bellum\ 
befides fomc extraordinary ho. 
Hours, was prefented with fifty 
acres of ground, as an addition 
to its di(lri£l. Some particular 
ads concerning trade paiTed 
in the fenate. Among others, 
it was refolved to keep a refi- 
dent or conful, at the expence 
of the, public, at Alexandrian 
with a faiary of 31b. of gold per 
month, together with a (hip of 
war to condud him to Egypt. 
Bemb. /. 1 2./. 492. /. I. 

(G) This year, according to 
SanfovinOi died the queen of Cy^ 
prut at Venice^ of a hidden dif- 
order with which ihe was feiz- 
ed. By means of her death the 
kingdom of Cyprw became in- 


feparably annexed to the Vene^ 
tian ddniinions. Catharine^eA 
indeed, in confequence of the 
artful condud of her brother, 
rather than from inclination, 
made a folemn furrender of her 
rights to the republic fome years 
before ; but dill with a referva- 
tion of the title of fovereign, and 
of the afFedions of her fubjeds: 
The penfion fettled upon her 
by the republic was great, 

and agreeable to her digni- 
ty ; but dill die languidied 

and pined after authority, the 
filuatioii of a fubjed not being 
very agreeable to the difpofi- 
tion of a lady who had long 
been ufed to fovereign , power. 
She was interred with great 

magnificence by the public ; 
and a beautiful tomb eroded 
to her memory by that brother 
who had prevailed on her to ab- 
dicate the crown. 


pope 
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pnpe to comply with this ridiculous demand. Bembo^ indeed, 
alledges that the hoftages were never fent, nor do we find 
their names in any other hiftorian r. Before this point was 
fettled, the troops Arragon^ Venice^ and the church, attacked 
Bqftia with great fury : the fiege was carried on with more a* 
art, and nearer the modern cuftom of making approaches, 
than any we find related before. The garrifon made an ^ 

fiinate defence ; but the wails being levelled with the ground, ^ * 
the allies entered and put all indifcriminately to the fword. 

It was a few days afterwards recovered by Alphonfo duke of 
Ferrara^ and the garrifon, confiding of two hundred Spani^ 
ards^ made prifoners At length Maximilian^ with great 
fecreqr, figned the treaty with the pope, Ferdinand^ and 
the Venetians ; and, the better to conceal bis defign, fulTered 
his troops (lill«to remain with the French army : he likewife 
endeavoured to apologize to the French ambaflador for per- 
mitting the Swifs to pafs fix thoufand troops into Italy through 
his dominions ; this, he faid, was in confequence of a treaty 
with them A. 1499, tl^ough in fa6l the interpretation of the 
article«alluded to was falfe. The approach of the Swifs^ the Lewis of^ 
difpofition of the emperor, and the formidable army of the fers terms 
allies, obliged Lewis to offer terms of peace, which he would of peace. 
not have liftened to a few months before ; but they were re- 
je6led, and his army forced to fecure itfelf in Favia and other 
ftrong towns'. 

The fenate, at the inftigation of Avogari^ and upon an in- 
vitation from the inhabitants, who were tired of the French 
yoke, and defirous of returning into the obedience of the re- 
public, had formed a defign of recovering Brcfcla. Avogari 
wrote to the council of ten, that if an army was fent before 
the city, he would fecure an entrance and take pofTeflion of 
the gates, which would facilitate the reduflion of the citadel. 

Orders were in confequence fent to Gritti to march thither, 
and appear at a certain gate of the city at an hour agreed upon 
with Avogari : but, before his arrival, Avogari^ defign and 
correfpondence were difeovered by the wife of one of the fac- 
tion enamoured of the Fr$^ch governor. Avogari made his 
efcape out of the city, and raifed a great army of peafants, 
with which joining Gritti^ the dry was attacked, and their 
efforts being feconded by ihe inhabitants, the French were con- 
firained to furrender the town and citadel at diferetion. All 

the inhabitants on the lake the country adjacent, 

and the mountains, returned to thgir allegiance, and the re- tians. 
public once more became miftrefs of the Brefcian ^ In.Bref 

p Bemb. ibid. ^ Coccin. Bell. p- *^ 4 - ^ Guicc, 
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da were made prifoners above two thoufand foot and five hun* 
dred horfe ; and its conqueft was fucceeded by other very fig- 
nal advantages. La Palice^ finding himfelf too weak to de<- 
fend the Milanefe^ retired to Pifqueltanay and from ^cncc to 
Pavia} whih the Pefiitians^ with the auxiliaries, after 
tl\p redu£)ion of VaUgia and Pifeara^ purfued their conquefts. 
Caravaggio and Soncino were taken ; but inftead of admitting 
the Venetiani^ as was ftipuiated in the treaty, into the latter, 
the cardinal de Sion garrifoned it with his own forces. 
gamo and the Bergamefe^ with all the towns, forts, and caftles, 
upon the Adda^ fubmitted to the republic. 

A. D. At Pavia La Palia was joined by Trivulcio^ but the army 
15^3- being intirely compofed of cavalry, they were ftiil unable to 
* cope with the allies, who were advancing by long marches^ 
Milan, In their rout the confederates received the fubmiffion of Mi^ 
Parma, Ian, Legnano, Parma, Placentia, and other places ; vnd the^r** 
&c. fub- mtiam even brought about a revolution in Genoa, from v/hence 
mit to the the French were driven. Coma, Crema, Bologna, and Pavia, 
pope, Ve- 2Lt length furrendered : nor did Maximilian determine to 
fupport the league, although he had figned it, until «he faw 
nand^"^ the French almoft totally expelled from Italy. He urged a 
thoufand difficulties, and infilled upon high terms with the 
Venetians, who were then not to be terrified into conceffions. 
The bilhop of Gariz, the imperial envoy, had the addrels to 
gain over Julius to his mailer’s interell. Maximilian de*- 
manded Verona and Vincenza to be ceded in perpetuity to him, 
and homage done him by the Venetians for Friuli, and the 
places to which he pretended a prior right. He was peremp- 
tory in his demand, and the republic no lefs pofitive Jn her 
refufal, although the pope menaced them with fpiritual and 
temporal vengeance. Julius finding them obllinate, llruck 
up a feparate treaty with Maximilian, and endeavoured to en- 
gage the Spanijh ambaflador to accede to his meafures ; but 
this he abfolutely denied, under pretence of having no inilruc- 
tions for that purpofe 

‘ B£MB. 1 . 12. 
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Confnming the Treaty with Lewis the Twelfth^ and 
Motives which induced the Rept/thlic to this Allianct\ 
the Progrefs of the^ fVar in Italy •, the Accejfion of 
Charles the Fiftb^and Fhnas the Firft to the Im- 
perial and French Crowns ; their Rivaljhip and Re* 
newal of the ff^ar in Italy, together with its Confe* 
quences to the Venetians. 

fortify themfelvcs againft this new alliance, the republic Venetians 
* entered into a treaty, defenfivc and offcnfive, with Lewis 
the twelfth* by means of Andrea Griiti, then a prifoner in a treaty 
France. It was agreed that the Milanefe^ the Cremnefe^ and twitb 
the country of Ghiaradadda^ Ihould belong to the king^ who Lewis, 
was to cede all claim upon the Bergamefe^ Brefcian^ and other 
provinces, then in polfeffion of the Venetians. This treaty 
was to remain in full force, and the parties were mutually to 
aifift each other with all their forces, until the Milanefe and 
its dependencies were recovered by Lewis^ and the Vene- 
tians rcinllated in all their former polTeifions oti the conti* 
nent. Julius^ hearing that fuch a treaty was in agitation, 
fent ambaflies and acknowledgments to Venice of his forrow 
fot having broke ofF his alliance with the republic ; but died Pafg Sesi 
of a. flow fever before he had taken’ anymeafures to regain 
thtir confidence Thus died pope Julius the fecond, equally 
defervihg of admiration and efleem for his good fenfe, firm- 
nets, erudition, and the prote6hon he afforded to men of 
learning; of hatred and contempt for the ambition, ava- 
rice, cunning, and intrigue, which dillinguiflied his pon- 
tificate. 

A FEW months before this treaty and the pope’s death, a 
'detachment from Trivulcid% army recovered Brefcia ; upon French re- 
which occafion Avogari^ the ftrenuous aflerter of the republic's ewer 
claim, was put to death. The Venetians made another at- Brefcia. 
tempt upon it, which proved unfucce6ful ; and it was at laft 
taken from the French by the Spanijh troops a few days before 
the tfeaty betwen Lewis and the republic was flgnetl 

Leo the tenth being raifed to the pontificate, purfued X. 
the views of bis predecelTor, that of^humbling the power of made pope. 

“ Paolo Paruta.I. i. ^ Guicc. 1. la. 
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France ; but in a manner different from Julius. He was np 
fooner , raifed to the pontificate than, under pretence of/ ac- 
quainting Henry the eighth with his exaUation, he addre|Ied 
a brief to him, intimating his intention to adhere to the 
league with the emperor and the king of Arragon^ and defire 
' kA contra£lin^ a frelh alliance with England, At the fame 
time he was ftriving to reconcile Maximilian with the *fcpuh- 
lic, and to difengage the lattcj; from France. All thofe prac- 
tices could not long be concealed from became 

fulpcc-K’d ; in confequcnce of which Lewis united himfelf more 
clofely with the Venetians. All the endeavours of the pope 
could not prevail on the republic to defert her allies : inftead 
of yielding to his remOnftranccs, or joining with the ftronger 
party, ihe prefled Lewis to haften reinforcements into Italyy 
in order to ftrike fonic blow of confequehcc before the ene- 
mv was prepared Immediately twenty thoufand French under 
lumotuUc and Trivulcio were ordered to join the Fefietian ar- 
my upon the frontiers of Italy. I'hc republic’^ army confided 
of eight thoufand foot, one thoufand five hundred men at 
arms, and five hundfeJ light horfe, under the conduct of 
Bajtolmco Alviana^ and the two proveditors Contareni atiALo* 
retiino. AlvUma determined to make an attempt upon Verona, 
altho’he had the fenate’s orders not to pafs the xxyf^vAdda: for 
this purpofc he began adandeftine correspondence with feme of 
the inhabitants, which being difeoveredfruftrated theenterprize ; 
but he had the good fortune to balance this uiifucceisful at- 
tempt by the reduction of Valcgia, Pefcara^ and Cremona^. 
In this latter he erbdled the enfign of France^ faying that he 
held \t (or Lewis: but the Venetian affairs wore a different 
Venetians afped in the Vincentine and Veronefe. Alviana was no fooner 
rojorjiedin departed thence than Roccondolph, an imperial general, and 
the Vero- Gonfalvo, an Arragonian, draughting fome men from the galr- 
nefe. of Verona and other towns, attacked and defeated Camalla 

and Foriino, whom Alviana had left there with a body of one 
thoufand horfe and foot. The defeat was fo total, that the 
enemy, puifuifig the Venetians to Colognia, entered the town 
with them, made them all prrfoners, and feized upon the 
garrifon. Elated with this fuccels, they formed an enter- 
prize upon Vincenza, w^hich was rendered abortive by the vi- 
glljuicc of the governor 

CoMiwoTioNs were excited in the city of Milan^ and*the 
whole Milanefe, upon the arrival of Alviana, and intelligetice 
that the French army <iad pafled the Alps. A ftv9 months 

* Ct/uc. ibid. ^ Paruta. 1. i. .Bemb. 
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ago only they rejoiced at the cxpulfion of Z-cu'/j’s troops and 
the reftoration of the Sf0r%as\ but not reaping the expedled 
advantages, they now again panted after a Frmch governor : 

Upon this Mtixmilim SforZa retired to Novara^ there to wait for 
a body of Swifs^ on their march for the defence of Milan, 

His departure afforded a free accefs to the Veneiimis j while 
Trivulcio entered the MUanefe on the other fide, and in 
a (hort fpace intirely redacted it to obedience. Ronzo de 
Ceroy going with a body of Venetiam to Brcfchy fummoned Brefcia 
the city, and had it immediately put into his bands, the Sp(mifl>/nrrenders 
foldiefs finding themCelves unable to fland a fiege, both ontotbeW^ 
account of their weaknefs, and the (Irong affection the inha- netiaes. 
bitants {hewed for the republic 

During this (late of affairs, ihtStvifs were aflembling in 
great numbers upon the frontiers 5 but the French^ making 
light of enemies unprovided with cannon and magazines, 
whon# they imagined they could purchafe over with money, 
went and laiAfiege to Novara^ inftead of attacking the Zpa- 
ntjh army, which they might have defeated before reinforce- 
ments* could arrive. Gritti ftfongly remonftrated againft this 
ftep, and was fcconded by the opinion of the fenate ; but it 
availed not ; the French undertook the fiege, trifled away fe- 
veral days before the walls, and were at laft compelled to 
abandon the enterprize. The fiege was no fooner raifed than 
ten thoufand Swtfs entered Novara^ and there formed the re- 
folution of furprifing the French camp, which was pitched 
within three leagues of the city. They fet out in the evening, 
and, arriving before day-light, attacked the French fo unex- 
pectedly, and with lb much refolution, that they were entirely 
broken and difperfed 

This defeat was at^’cnded with fatal confcquenccs to the 
republic, of which the fu ft inftance was an intire revolution 
in Milan^ and the abfolute reftoration of the Sforzns^ The 
• viceroy of Naples marched to Cremona^ with intention to at- 
tack the Venetians ; but Alviann^ apprehending be might be 
fhut up between the Spcniijh and Swifs armies, abandoned 
l\\t: Gremonefcy retiring to ♦he Veronefe : here he determined 
to lay fiege to Verona \ and while he was thus employed, the 
enemy became m» ft c:s of Brefcia, TivABa^arno, The 

tables were now turned upon the Frefjch^pd Venetian who 
were no lels unfortunate towards the eiid', thshn they had 
been fucceisful in the heginning of the campaign. Ahiana con- Alviana 
tinued to batter Verona wifli great fury, and bad at laft upeneii forms Ve- 
a breach of forty yard^, which he ordered to be ftormed. The sesy.^andis 

rcpulfcd, 

* Paruia 1. I. ® Fccgsr. !. 5. 
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defence and attack were both vigorous, and ftf^ngly fvior 
pQrted by both parties. As the wall was exce^ing high ihiji 
' town fide, the fought to great difadvantage on acv 

count of the depth of the defcent ; befides, .the garrifot^ 
amounted to four thoufand choice troops, Germans wd Swift, 
After great loft of blood, JUmanOt perceiving that the in* 
habitants, as he expelled, did not ftir in his favour, founded 
a tetreat. His chagrin at this difappoihtment made him raife 
^e fiege, and lay wafte the whole country, in hopes thereby 
to excite the Feranois to a revolt But the approach Of 
the Spanijh army obliged him to retire beyond the river 
A£ce, where he took every meafure to firengthen his ar> 
my, and oppofe the enemy. For the fecurity of Trevifo he 
lent a ftrong detachment under Baillm^ leading in perlbn the 
main body towards Padua. , 

In the mean time Leo the tenth, renewed the /ubjed -of 
peace between the emperor and the republic. He ^d not 
doubt but Mdxinulian would lifien to reafonable, terms, as by 
the friendihip of the Venetians he would more eafily procure 
Burgunefy for his grandfon. On the other hand, he imagined, 
that the defeat of the Frenih j the little probability that Letvisf 
who was likely to find fufficient employment at home, could 
for that year fend another army into Itah i the approach of the 
Spanijh army; the lownefs of their finances, together with 
the great want of foldicrs, particularly infantry, would* in« 
duce the Venetians to forfake Lewisy and be reconciled to 
Maxitnilian : but rational as thefe conjeAures ' were, yet 
they fell Ihort of truth. The lenate would hearken to no 
terms until Vicenza and Verona were yielded to the republic: 
..on the contrary, they warmly Iblicited Lewis to recruit his 
army, alTuring him of their fidelity, and fincere regard for 
every article of the treaty. Thev, at the fame time, ex- 
horted .him to a reconciliation with the pope ; in which they 
fell in With the fentiments of the whole French nation. Lewis 
promifed afliftance ; but he took more immediate fteps to 
gain the friendihip of his holihefs. For this purpofe 
fent the bilhop of Marftilles, in /]uality of plenipotentiary, 
to Remey inftruding him tp afiiire Leoy that he had revoked 
the decrees of the council of Pifa, and would permit no other 
than thole of the Lateran, to tellify his reverence for hn ho? 
iinefs, for tjie apoftolic fee, and his determination to defep^ 
the church with all his power againftall enemies whatfobver. 
The republic liHevvife fen^an amhally of ten chief magififshW 
Knd fenators^ ordering their rcfident at Ro^e .to attend all th^ 

^ Parvta. 1. 1. 
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(ktittgi bf the Lauri^H. But the receptioii they' met c6n> 
vidced the (enate of the pope’s didike to the repubKc. He 
feverely chaftlfed the ambaiudors } taxed ^e Venetims with 
having brought back tbe Frmb mtoltfihfi and even ind- 
QUated bis fufpicion of their having formed a defign tb rb* 
eover Rimqgnia. Inftead therefore of affording them Iny 
marks of regard, as the fenate expeded, he fent the empe- 
ror the body of troops flipulated in the treaty *. It was noW ^ Jinatt 
apparent that nothing but vigour could fave the date : the 
t^blic therefore applied herfelf to levying forces, equipping 
a deet, tiiifing money, and forming ms^nzines. Ahiona who 
was encamped on the banks of the A£etf receiving intelligence 
that the araiy was proceeding towards Petfon, and > 

that Colmnoy after being joined by the pope’s forces, was ih 
full march to 'attack him, eroded the river, and encamped 
at Mi^tagngj as well for his own fecurity as the protection of 
Padua and T >‘evifo. By this retreat the podedion of Revige fell 
info the enemies hands, together with the town of Pefcara 
and ay the garrifon. In the mean time the bKhop of Gtirtk, 
coming to the Spanifl) army, ftrong^y advifed the fiege of 
Padua^ which, he faid, would be giving the F mitidns a mor- 
tal blow, and fecuring the eitiperor in the podedion of all 
the towns to which he laid claim. The viceroy, and other 
officers, joined with him in opinion 'concerning the impor- 
tance of the conqueft; but reprefented the difficulty and ha- 
zard of bedeging a city fo well fortified and provided : how- ^ 
ever, the biuiop perfevering in his opinion, the fiege was un- J- Na- 
deitaken. Aiviana had already fent his baggage and artillery pie/4,,, 
to Padua, that he might with the greater expedition throw fogf 
bimfelf into this city, or Trevife, as the fituation of things might Padua, 
require j he now refblved to enter Padua with his army, dhd 
to defend it with the laft drop of his blood. Coura^ nor 
conduct he wanted not ; but there was a fire and impetuofity 
in his temper that fitted him to execute with rapidity rather 
than deliberate with prudence. Although the city wm alrea- 
dy fufficiently garrifoned againfi a greater force than the enemy 
could bring, yet the fenate, knowing its importance, fent a 
reinforcement of new levies of Vetuttans and IJirians, together 
with a flrong convoy of ammunition and (fores. Aiviana ot~ 
dered all the trees, houfes, and every thing that could fiielter 
the enemy, to be cut down and razed for a mile’s diTlance round 
the citjr>, which rendered the apjvoaches difficult, as th^ 
were greatly expofed to his cannon. This circumfiance, 
the vigorous fallies of the befieged, and fmallnefs of the ene- 

t Gusec.'l. rr. Paruta. 1, 1. 
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.mics army to invcft a town of fo great extent PitAt'd, nt&de 
their operations flow, and (hewed the officers the abfurdit^ of 
the Attempt, although the biihop ftil] adhered to his fentiments; 
As they were lilcewife deftitute of pioneers, and that a deep 
trench was ncceflary to skreen the foldicrs from the chemy *8 
it was at laft determined to remonftrate to the bifhop, 
and if he (lill remained obAinate, to fave the army, and ac- 
quaint the emperor with the circumAances and occafion of 
6iege of their conduct. . Thus, after continuing twenty days before 
Padua Padua^ they abandoned the Aege without erecting a battery, 
raifyd. Qx firing a mot, and took the road of Vtncenzaj which was de* 
ferted on their approach by the maglftrates and the 

principal inhabitants. Here they made plunder of every thing 
facred and prophane, rather froiA neceffity than any difpofitioii 
to rapine ; for the army was entirely fupportedlsy plunder. 

The viceroy permitted his troops to make incifirfions even 
within fight of Venice^ and even took an opportunity of infulc*' 
ing that Capital, by ordering Ibme cannon td be difeharged 
at the city. Jlviana^ (hut up in Padua^ could no longer en- 
dure this prefumption \ he folicited, begged, and intreated 
the fenate for permiiAbn to Tally out upon the enemy, 
but was denied and ordered to keep within the walls, they 
being determined rather to undergo affronts than to run ha- 
zards upon fo critical a conjun£lure. * At laft Alvianah prf^ffing 
inftances prevailed, and he had leave to take the firft favour-^ 
able opportunity that offered for attacking the enemy. In 
confequcnce he marched out of the city, fending to 
who commanded in Trevifo, ^ reinforce- 

ment : his defign was to cut off the enemy’s return to 
£9nza; for which purpofe hC feized on the avenues lending to 
Barberana^ ordering the peafants at the fame time to block 
up the paflics to Germany with felled trees, trenches, and ftrong 
intren^iunents. Alviana encamped with the main body at 01- 
mOf on the road from Vincenza to Verona^ there refolving to 
wait for the enemy. The viceroy was come w^ithin four miles 
of the Venetian camp, and finding all the pailcs guarded, 
and that he was blocked un, in f country deftitute of every 
ncceflary for thefupport of an army, refolved, after a variety 
of confuications, to open a path by the (word. As the dan- 
gers to which they were expofed could not long be concealed 
from the foldiers, he thought it mod advifeable to acquaint 
them with the circumftanccs, and exhort them to their duty 
gs the only mearrs left of •fafety. His dilcourfc was fo fpirited 
iihd animating, that the foldicrs cried out to be led againft the 
enemy, proinifir»g to acquit themfelves in a manner Worthy 

Guuc. 1. 11 . Mariak. 1. 3 .P. 92 . t 
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oC the Iroops of fo. brave a general. It was ndt, however, 
the viceroy’s intention to attack Alviana^ whofe camp he knew 
wa3 advaritageouily ficnated and well fortified, but to force a 
way by Bqffana^ He decamped without beat of drum, taking 
the aavantage of a thick fog, and Had marched fome miles 
before Alviana fufpe£led his being in motion upon this ip- 
tiee the Venetians were ordered to purfuc and attack the ene- 
my’s rear, which they did with great fury, but in good order ; 
they were received by Profpero Cohnna with equal refolution, 
who, finding himfelf hard pufhed, fent to the viceroy for rein- 
forcements. The battle continued obflinate for an hour, 
when fuddenly the F€netian 5 were feized with a panic, put in 
diforder, and totally routed, in fpite of all the endeavours of nctians 
Alviana to rally and bring them back to the charg,e. All the dcfcataL 
baggage and artillery were loft, and about four thouliind Ve- 
netiam killed or made prifoners. Alviana himfelf performed 
miracle^ of valour, was every where prefent, animating, ex- 
horting, and menacing his troops; but nothing was able to 
furmount their unaccountable terrors, by which alone they 
were overcome (A). So fenfible was the fenate of Alviana\ 
valour, that upon receiving news of the defeat, they fent an 
ambaflador to confole and afliire him of their fenfe of his mc-^ 
rit and good condudt \ but their behaviour to feveral of the 
inferior officers was different, whom they cafbiered and pu- 
nifhed with other marks of infamy \ 

ALVIANA was no lefs afteSed with the goodnefs of the 
fonatc than with his defeat ; but refolving, after their exam- 
ple, bravely to fuftain a misfortune with which he could not 
charge himfelf, he took meafures for fecuring Padua and Tre* 
vifo. The doge Loretano exhibited manifold inflances of firni- 

' Paolo Paruta. 1. 1. Gutcc. ibid. 

(A) Mariana acknowledges all the endeavours of the gcnc- 
that the cavalry broke ral could conquer. The fame 
through all oppofition, and to- hiitorian fays, that the Venetiam 
tally difordcred Culonna ; but left upon the f.eld four hundred 
puihed their fuccefs too far. men at arms, and four tlioufand 
While they were in the purfuit, fo^ and light horfe ; that Bail- 
Kuctmtdolph attacked the infantry Ion and Loretano^ the provedi- 
with frelh troops. The Vene- tors, were taken prifoners, with 
ttam^ though greatly inferior, a great number of other officers;* 
aind tired with the former and that, in confequcnce of the 
charge, received him with.ob- viAory, the ciudel of and* 
liinate vigour, inexpeAation of Vic^xa furrendered to the con- 
being fupported by the cavalry; querors : in fliort, that the 
bur finding they did not return, French were difpoliciTt J of all 
irric.giri.nr they were deferred, they held in Ita[x. Marian. 
a p^rifO !■ them, which not Hijl. L 30. p, 97, 9S. 
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«ir«dion for theiliate. Afosr- 0 duinii% 
tte i^ate to jb^ up with fpirit uiuier their msfortun^ w 
foem* that now dfored,an opportunin to ihew thdr ftv^ 
tUuds and seal for their country : that, tor his p«t» he wae 
determined to hazard his all for the defence of his peoplcy and 
hqped dw (enate would make ufe of. his ^ivate purfe in the 
fame manner they would the public treafury, . It w bdoaged 
^.tberspubliCt he faid* and the man who had not giatinide 
to return it when wanted, delerved not to live. Nor was this 
all ; he had two Tons, he laid, who could never die more ^e<- 
rioufly than .in the caufe of Vtmct \ he therefore ordered they 
would diredly fet out as volunteers to Trtvifo and PaAia, All 
the fenators were, greatly .moved with the generofity and af> 

* fe^iion of the doge, and their conduct; plainly Ihewed what 
great things the example and influence of a prihce can eflFe^. 
velutt- A contribution for levying a new army was raifed among 
taiy CM- them, which foon became general all over the city, %nd de- 
tri^tion monftraced that private coffers were not cmpty^ however lan- 
itt ggjj gjjj exhaufled might be the ftate of the treafury 

condudi of Profpert CtlmruHtn^tA morelto the 
pert eftht Pf®*®*'''**’®** than all the preparations of the re- 

warf public. After the late yifiory it was propofed by the viceroy 

in council that Trtvifo Inould be invefled ; but Colmnoy begin* 
ning to apprehend danger to the balance of power in 
from the ruin of the Vmttian ftate, had influence and addreft 
enough to. get this refolution procraftinated ; his excufe WM 
the diflEiciilty of the attempt, and hazard of abandoning it 
with equal foanie as they had done Patfua. It was, therefore, 
determined to wait the arrival of the bifhop of Gure/f, and to 
be direfied by his opinion : this tot^ up the fpace of near » 
month, and not onl]^ gave the Fenetlans time to provide for 
the fccurity of the city, but rendered the attempt impra^i- 
caUe qp .account of the approach of the winter. 
titgotia- The ri^ur of the feafon prevented the armies from ke^ 
titntjiien ing.the ii«di negociations,. therefore, were fet on foot % 
foot 4 r for a peace between MaximiUm and the republic. 

Ico'. had it always in yiew to prevent itaiis from recovering ftit 
A^ltmtfi.: he. vvas no left ahxious left it Ibould come into the- 
hands of .the heufe of AttfirUt^ and dreaded every overtureto-^ 
wards a marriage between Rtnct . of Franu and CAerUs of 
^ A^ia^ He>even endeavoured to bring about a reconciliation . 

between Ltwis and the Sviipt in .order that the king migbtr 
be.lefs inclined to acc^«terms from the emperor and ifemy - 
thf eighth i- and he wimed to fee the monaich rati^ 

* pAZpH. ad An. 151+, 
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that aiticleofthe treaty of Dim which regarded the diitcfai^ 
of M^hn : but all he could ened was to prevail on him to 
accept a truce for three years in reference to ^t\Mlanrfe% 
and on the cantons of Switzerland to fufpend the effcAs of their 
enoMty to France K 

Seeing, therefore, that little could be done ^ in Abway, 
he turned to the ftde of the Vcnetianst and refuitied the nego^ 
datiOns between them and the emperor : he was fenHble that 
£ruvi could not be effedtually excluded from the Miktncji 
but by the afliftance of the yenetiansj at leaft not while they 
were in his alliance. Ferdinand^ having notice of the nego* 
ciations with the Swtfs^ and fearing left he ihould be left un- 
fupported, concluded a truce for one year with France^ in which ^ 
was a fccret claufe, that Lewis fhouid not attack the Milancfi 
during the yeat 1514. The pope, who was ignorant of 
claufe, apftrehended that Ferdinand might have ceded the Mi-^ Lewis 
lanefe it Lewis ; in confequence, therefore, he was indefati- 
gable in bringing about a reconctliation between Maximilian 
and the Venetians, By mere dint of felicitation, he wrought fo Cmpro* 
far on both parties, as to confent to accede to-acefiation of mife be^ 
hoAilities for a year, in order to adjuft preliminaries. by tween 
a writing under his hand, promifed not to pronounce fentence Maximi- 
but with the confent of both parties * Kan md 

TpE reconciliation, however, was equally obftrudted 
the breach of the truce on both fides. When the feafoO 
prmitted, the pretenfions of each either rofc or funk accord- 
ing as they were fuccefsful in the field : when the Venetians 
were hara prefled, then would they confent to yield Verenet 
to the emperor ; but he infifled upon Padua^ Trevifo^ and 
Vtneenza likewife. Upon any change of fortune, the re- 
public would heaiken to no terms in which Verona was not 
included., Leo perceiving this, propofed that both parties 
Ihould lay down their amis ; that Maximilian (hould depofit 1514. 
in cruft to him Vincenza^ and whatever the Spanijh army had 
conquered in the Trevtfan and Paduan ; that the republic 
flioujd do the, fame with regard to the Cremafeo^ and befides 
pay to the emperor the fufti o^fty thoufand crowns ; but 
that this agteemeiif (hould be voi^f the principals of both 
parties did not ratify what their ambafladors had ugned. The 
Venetiems.dtl]^diui to this prupofal, from a perfuafion that in the 
prefent ftate of affairs a truce would be more prejudicial to 
them than the continuation of the war. Piqued at their re- 
fufal, Le(s (&xi% 'Cdonna and Savelli to'inveft Crema ; but Renee 
di Peru the brave governor, faliying out defeated Saaulli and 
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.dUs {M^pe’i forces, which obliged Coknna Co raife the ftege 'aqd^ 
retire to Rapu^nk ^ 

1 IK: the beginning of this year the fenatevfent an ambafladcir 
to the Grand Seignior, to prevent his coming to a rupture* 

* 5 H* with the republic. Their apprehenfions from that quarter were 
foen qiuetedi on SdinC^ march into Afia againft the fophi,'and 
the war carrying on with jehmet his brother. As foon as' the 
negoctations broke off, hofttlities commenced in Friulu ' AU 
vtanoi after taking fome towns from the emperor, inftead Of 
aihufin^bimfelf with repairing the fortifications, made a forced 
. march, and attacked the cncrtiy’s bead-quarters at a time when 
dg^tats the expefled he was at the diftance of twenty leagues* : here 
^ revenged- his defeat in the laft campaign, having totally 
difperfed the enemy, and taken two thoufand prifoners. From 
hence he marched againft a place tak£n in the win- 

ter by the Germans ; but this expedition was frihtl^s. : he 
made feveral brave affaults, but the enemy was well provided, 
the garrifon ftrong, and the Venetians forced t6 relinquifh the 
enterprize. Some hiftorians fay, that Alviana's rear was 
roughly bandied in his retreat. Difappointed before 'Moran^ 
he .yet had the good fortune to feize upon the traitor who had 
occafioned its lofs, whom he fent to Venice^ where he was 
hung up by the heels, until he expired. 

7he Swifs . After Ah)iana\ retreat, the Suiifs and Germans attacked 
taieXJdi- took Xldina zt the firft ailault, it being intirely deftitute 

na. of a gairlfon. and neceffaries. Hence they marched to Ofipei 
which they battered with incredible fury but little fuceefs ; 
upon which they determined to turn the fiege into a blockade, 
hearing that the garrifon was in want of water ; but this at^ 
tempt was likewifc rendered abortive by fome heavy ftiowers 
of rain that fupplied the befieged. 

The ieqate, apprifed of the confequence of Moran to the 
repubUCf ordered Savogarni and the proveditor Vitturi to make 
. a fecond attempt. Thefe two officers marched to the fiege 
with five thoufand horfe *and foot, formed trenches, ere£li£d 
batteries, and got every thing in great forwardnefs to give an 
affault, when an order of^e fcSiatc came that they fliould 
run no hazards^ or rifqu^^e fafety of the army. In confe-. 
quence of this, feveral days were loft befone the town in an 
ageau . jciolute manner ; during which the Bwifi and Germam aflem^ 
Wing, attaaktd the quarters of Vitturi^ defeated and took hirfi 
prifoner, 'Fhis lofs was in fame nicafure edmpenfated by 
CSrrr, who fallying ^ouc i^. Crema upon Savelli^ put him tto 
flight with ccniidcrable lofs, and opened the way for thiow- 
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isg fuccouri into the city, which had long been.^e$i’t!y difireflid ' 

,wich famine ;and a plague; Ceriy not contented with 'relieving 
Grtmai. attacked and took Bergamoi but not being able to fpare 
a garrifon, it was foon retaken by the Spaniards, After thie 
he went to Venicey leaving the command of the garrifon with 
Giov^nna Vrfiniy where he was received with great matks t>f i 
difthiftion and cffcem 

In the mean time Leo X. was alarmed with return' 

from Ajhy and his great preparations by lea and land. Thofe 
armameiits, he doubted not, were intended againft Italy ; and 
among all the chridian powers Ut faw none who could flop 
the torrent befid« the emperor and Venetians, To make 
tfhem with vigour againft the common enemy, it v>^as abfo*' 
lutcly neceflary to make them frienda; a point he had often 
laboured to no purpofe. However, ho refolvcd not to defift 
from an attempt in which Italy in particular, and the liberties 
of Europe were interefted. He fent legates and nuncios to 
Maximilian and Venicey to efte£t, if poffible, a reconciliation; 

Pietro Bmboy a Venetiarty then fecretary to Leoy and the ele- 
gant h^iftorian of the republic, was appointed* to negotiate 
this intportant aftatr. Leo knew his addrefs, and the efteem 
in which he was held by the fenate. Although Br*nbo was re- 
ceived with the utmoft kindnefs, and had condudled bimfelf 
within poiTible addrefs, he could terminate nothing. ' The 
fenate in private communicated to him their fentiments of the 
ptopofed alliance, and their fufpicions of Maximilian and /ir- 
din/md j at the fame time afluring him of their fenfe of the 
goodnefs of Led"^ intentions. Betnbo took his leave, and 
found at Rome the other nuncio returned from Maximilian 
with as little fuccefsP. On his departure the fenate fent 
amb«)(lddors to Levju the twelfth and Henry the eighth, 
to, congratulate them on their late peace and alliance ; 
to thank them for the favourable mention of the republic 
made in the treaty ; to requeft Lewis to fend fuccours into 
Italy i and to ali'ure him of their intention literally to adhere Lewis 
to their treaty with France, Before the arrival of the amb^f- t^velfth 
fy,, Lmh died on the firftdJy oi^nuary 1515. 

His death was not attended witt^thofc cmilequences to the 
republic which were apprehended ; for the duke of Valois y A. IX 
who Succeeded to the crown by the name of Francis the fir ft, r - 1 ^ . 

was determined, as to the affairs of Italyy to tread in the 
fieps of his prcdccefibr, thofigh he did not declare his ititcn- 
tipus. Dandoloy the Venetian amteflador, was received by 
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Frands tlhniKM piibHclv with ftiffnds and cereimay } M Plira^ 
tbi firft With emit oorataiiiy* infeoiuch that the treaty wae leheWft^ 
rmwt the ii^th feme daufes of a ftrider amity than before.^ Lt 

lani die minifiers of the republic met with equal fuoce% 
Htnry afluring them of hjs friendfliip ; and that he wottid 
vdietians influence with Frands to haften his departure ^ 

balf^: 

• . The great objed of the fenate’s policy was to raife -the 
fepplies for the war they were refelved to purfue. -The oea* 
(ury.waa exbaufled ; commerce languishing, and private per* 
felts tired of contributions. ' A variety of Ichemes were'^o- 
pofed, each’ of which' had its difliculties, and produced wanA 
debates. At lad, a poIUtax in proportion to every mrn’s pro- 
perty, the higheft not exceeding three hundred crowns, was 
decreed, and three commiilioners appointed fo regulate and 
levy the money. A conflication of goods was fiie^ penalty 
annexed either to concealing property or deficiency in pay- 
ment ; which was found to be neceiTary, as l&rge Aims were 
due to the public from the laft afleflments. 

In the meiln time Frands the flrft was making great pre- 
parations. As he was a prince of courage and ambition, the 
eyes of Eurept were upon him, not doubting but he bad 
formed vaft proieds. He gave out, that his intention was 
to chaflife (ist Swifi for their irruption into Bssrgundj in. the 
late reign; but Masehmlian and Leu fufeefied other, deilgiie. 
F&Snahd apprehended that his preparations were defliined 
againd Navarre, and Madmitim Sforza dreaded thw might 
tend to deprive him of Milan. As xt> Ftrdinend,- his douW 
were removed when Frands demanded a prolongation of the 
truce between him and Lewis the twelfth, on condition that 
the fecret article regarding the Miknefe fliould be void. He 
reje^ed this propofal, and made it the means of engaging 
MaseitsuBaH and the Swifs cantons in a league for the defence 
7he empc- of the Miknefe. A treaty was accotdinglylroncluded betwe^ 
r«r,Ferdi- Masdmiliati, FerBnand, the Smfs cantons, and Maseindkasis 
nand, the Sjfarza, with room left for the pontiflF to accede within a li- 
Swifs, anJ mJted time. FeriSnand^^^ok^hidl view was the defence 
Sforaa f»- engaged to'^ake a powerful diverfion on. the 

^&*^re*** fide of /sxrereife. The were to enter ifor;» 0 (!$r, q)h|}e. 
nuance, theemperbr, by purfuing the war in the dominions, 

fhould prevent their ai^fting Fremds. It was ftipulat^. fp 
pay the Swifs forty thntifapd crowns per month,.. imd not to 
conclude peace with Fripee, until die king bad irenbunci^ 
his pretenfions upon Mikn \ , ' • 
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Oh the one fide the Fenetians endeayoured graio over 
thef emperor and Ferdina^ bn the. othei rc- 
prefehf^ to bijtn^ of what importance it was to' the fecuri^ of 
the holy fee to loin , France. Leo was greatly ei^r* 

rhffcd \ each fide had its inconveniences : at laft, IWayed by 
the apprehenfions left Francis^ being pofleffed of the Mila^efe^ : . 
would derhand the fiefs of Parma^SLni Placentia^ he 
in with the bppofite league; but with this provifo, that his 
acceding to it might he kept fccret. This precaution proved 
uielefs ; for he was foon obliged to march his cavalry towards 
riedmont^ to block up the paflage of the Alp againft Francis ■. 

Julian de Medicis remainra with the reft of the troops in 
Lombardy ready to join the Spaniardsy if neceflary ; while the 
cardiriar^f Syon arrived in the Milanefe with twenty thoulani' 
men he had rajfed upon his own credit, and with the pope's 
money. Here the Swifs were joined by Sforza's troops, and 
all marched towards Suzay the head -quarters, in order to ftop 
up the defiles between the mountains of Geneva and mount 
Ciftsy which was the ufual route of the French into Italy. 

FRAflCIS at length fet out with an army of twenty-three 
thoufand horfe and foot, fending word to the fenate, to pre- 
vent their general from hazarding a battle befoie the armies 
were united. He found the pafles of Suzay PigneroUy Salujfes^ 
and others, guarded by the Swifs and the pope's cavalry : Upon Francis 
this ho pafled direflly over the Alps^ through unfrequented anApJes the 
difficult paths, and on the fourth day's march arrived on the Alps, 
frontiers of the marquifate of Salups. The Swifsy feeing 
that Francis had eluded all their vigilance, retired to Novara^ 
where the king followed and made propofals extremely ad- 
vantageous to thofe auxiliaries ; which they were ijlclined to 
accept, at the allies had but badly performed their engage- 
ments. Some of the foldiers had mutinied for want of pay, 
others deftrted, and the majority thought fit to recompence 
tbemfelves by feizing on the pope's military cheil. The treaty 
Wa^in great forwardneis, when news arrived that twenty chou- 
fand of their counttymen were on full march to join the army, 
having with them money fujg^cient for the payment of all 
their arrears This intelligencP4jttcrmined them to break 
off the conferences with the French king, to adhere to their ^ 
atlianc^ and give battle to Francis. Before the king arrived * 
zt llA^fgHan he furprifed Profpere Coknnay who was encamped 
with tdro thoufand men in the marquifate of Salves : after 
this he pitched his camp at Marignan^ to facilitate a junflion 

* Spalatin. in vie. Leon GvicC 1. xa. 

Rep. Helvet. 1. i. 
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Ahiana. Tht Stvifs^ knowing, it was their bt^fineis to 
before he^was reinforced, broke up their caipp.widiout 
and in the moft profound filence inarchje;d.WStb 
this view, thinking to furprife the enemy, jihiarta^vrhakskd 
come to the camp to concert the operations of the campaign, 
^as at dinner with his majefty when the conftable of Bourbon 
entered the tent, and informed them that the Swifs army was 
in light. Alvtana mounted his horfe and flew to Lodt^ to bring 
Battle at f^emtian cavalry. The king had fcarce time 

Maricnan range his army in order of battle when ‘ the attack began 
be£un- “P®” artillery, defended by xhc Lanfqueneu ^ (B), Al- 

* ready the conftable had drawn up the advanced guard which' 

he commanded in perfon, and the German infantryjy for the 
defence of the artillery, when the by the advi:.e of co- 
lonel marched ftrait up to the cannon, beating. the 

lire both of the artillery and infantry, lo avoid being taken in 
flank by the French cavalry ported on the wings. Their in- 
tention was to make the firft and principal attack on that fide, 
and, after feizing the cannon, to turn upcti the French gens 
d’anns, whofe (hock was formidable. This very fincHe had 
fucceeded at Novara two years before ; and now it was ima- 
gined that the Swifs^ not willing to break their agreement 
with the French^ were marching againft the Lanfqitenets with 
the king^s confenr, for whom they bore a mortal grudge and 
antipathy. The fame opinion prev'ailing among the German 
infantry made them give way for above an hundred paces, 

“ Paruta. 1. I. 


(B) The Lanfquenets are Ger- 
mans. of which Francis had ten 
tboufand in his army; a cir- 
curnllance that mull ilrike the 
reader when he confiders that 
the emperor was at war with 
France : but the princes of the 
empire and' imperial towns 
have the privilege of perming 
foreign porentates to levy^TtJops 
• in their territories. They 
contrafl alliances and aflxilthem 
with all tfjeir forces, provided 
fuch . rdlinnce be not prejudicial 
to the Germanic body- of which 
the emperor h head, but not 
abrplute lovcrdgn (i). It'U 


cuftomary too in France^ that 
the Lan/quemtSf in default ^of 
Snvi/j^ have the guard of the 
artillery, a port of the utmoll 
confequence ; the reafon is, 
that they look upon the S*wi/s 
as the beft infantry in Europe^ 
and next to them the Gerntans, 
5 if which the Lanfqsunets form a 
part. The reader who is cu- 
rious, may confult on thefe 
poipts Hifloire de Ja Milice 
Fvaheoife, t. 3. p. 53a. Ord. 
Camer. part 2. t. 9. Busdirf. 
^d c. 15. Bailee Aureee^ with ma- 
ny other authors whsefi it wodld 
be tedious to cite. 


(1) yid. Cenjl, Imper. ad A. 1 5 55. 
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keeping at the fdine time their ranks intire, by which means 
the Swifs approached the artillery without any refiftancc. 

They were on the point of attacking the French gens d’arms, 
when the coiiftable, imagining that the LanfquensU had been 
[^ut in (liforcler, attacked them in front to cover the German 
fiifantry while they rallied : this aflault was given with fyeh 
vigour as it re«]uired all the intrepidity of the Swifs to with- 
ftand. Each fide maintained their ground without yielding an The ohfii^ 
inch amidft a clofc fire, when the king came up with the >^acy of 
French infantry and the bandes deneir^ to fupport the conftable. 

The o6unt de la Mark headed this body of Germans^ and ad- French 
vancefi to occupy the fpace which tht LanfquenetshtiA quitted. 

JealoOs of that contemptuous proceeding* the Lanfquenets de- 
termined he (hould not acquire honour by their difgrace, and 
defiroUs of re7)airing their error, attacked with incredible rc- 
foliition battalion that prefented, while the count 

de la Mark with a laudable emulation fupported their efFofts. 

Here the battle continued for tw'o hours with amazing firm- 
nefs, obllinacy, and conduft, neither fide fliewing the leaft 
marks of wcarinefe or diforder- Night came on before either 
the French^ Germans^ or Swifsy thought of founding a retreat, 
and the light (lill continued with the fame impetuolity with 
’ which it commenced. It now was almoft impolTible to quit 
the field* as ihe darknefs of the night prevented the foldiers 
from diftinguifliing their own colours. The French advanced- 
guard had iuffered moft^ and was in great diforder; nor 
could they rally, as clouds of duft and fnioke obfeureJ the 
little glimmering light the ftars afforded, and the roar of 
cannon diowned all the orders iffued. Chance performed ac- 
tions which by day light was attributed to valour : the com- 
batants fought hand to hand, and hardly a blow failed of do- 
ing execution. The Svufs^ who as well as the French wore 
white fcarfs, could r^ot d^fftinguifh each other : their furefl: 
attack, therefore, was againlt the cavalry, which they knew 
was wholly /VrwrA, they having only four hundred horfe be- 
longing to Sforza : thus the horfe were expofed to the 
greateft danger. The kind’s Uorfe was wounded under him, 
and his armour pierced in ievcra'c^placcs. la this manner 
did the battle continue for four hours 'arorr fnn.fer, with the 
utiiioft confiifion and hazard ; when at lengtn both fides, fa- 
tigued with aftion, were forced to defift and draw breath : 
every man remained under arms in the place where he chanced 
' to (land. The wounded of both fidts were tenderly ufed, and 
fpared by mutual confenr. Francis found himfelf within hfty 
paces of th? main body of rhe cnemv ; bur the imprflibilny 
of removing his ftat.on, wiihcu: running in:o gre?.ter : a^arc s. 



of Veffiice. (C. I-' 

him to remain in the fame critical fituation. 
thv ^lecaetkms be coaM take were to extinguilh a ftambeai^ 
that was lighted near htm, and to order all round his pi^foii 
to fpeafc low and omit thofe terms of refpedt by which bp 
mieht be diftinguithed. His majefty flept upon the ground . 
in pis armour^ with bis head fupporced by a block of wood 
belonging to the carriage of a cannon. 

At break of day both armies rallied and charged with fre0i 
vigour. The Sw/s made their iirft attack upon the corps 
where the king ftood, with fuch irrefiftible impetuofity, that 
bis majefty would have been in great danger bad not the GVr- 
7nan infantry interpofcd^ and the artillery played furioujly on 
the enemy with fo much fucccfs, as put them in {onh diG 
order. One difchargc of the cannon had fwept awayjfan in« 
tire line of the fartheft advanced battalion, «»by means of 
which the French cavalry broke in, and foon difperfpd the reft. 
The battle had now continued for five hours withAit the 
fmalleft intermiffion, when the Swifs^ defpairing of breaking 
the German infantry, fent a detachment to attack the French 
rcar*guard. Colonel Molin was fent on this command, and 
acquitted himfclf great courage and addrefs : after 
taking a long circuit he fell upon the French^ who did not 
expedt him though he found them i>reparcd. The duke d^Alen^ 
%on^ who commanded the rear-guard, pi) ed the Swifs in front, 
Jmand de Prie^ with the cavalry, attacked their iTgbt, 
and Aubigny^ with (bme regiments of artillery, their left 
wing. 

In the mean time Ahnana with the VeneUan forces came 
up, and made his firft effort on Molinas rear, who after an 
Yn \ians refiftancc was defeated, and the detachment cut in 

emeolpor- Penetrating then with his frefli troops to the poft 

tunelytothe where the king charged in perfon, Alviana aflauhed the 
relief of the much fury, that they began 

French, to give way, but without the Icaft diforder, obftinatcly fight- 
S Y *or every inch of ground they yielded. At laft they 

founded a retreat, and marched in good order towards thp 
7oldlrier. Milaneje^ rather quitting theJficU than reding the vidlory, 

* * Neither the king noryf/f^wfSSThought proper to purfue them, 

finding it impra^lkiaBle to break forces fo well difiriplined, 
without which they could expert no conliderable advantage^ ' 
and, indacdr the French were too wearied of an engslgcment 
which had lafttd for almoft two whole days, and the greater 
part of the night, to be aW e td'continue it longer. Both Swifk 
and French had loft their beft troops and officers, zhwe five 
thoufand on each fide being left on the field, bendes wound- 
ed. On the F *’ench fsde fell ti\e duke de Choliellerandt the 

prince 
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prince de Talmonty Bujf (TAmboifey the brave ImhtrcourU who 
had emiaehtly diftinguiQied himfelf in preferving the life of 
the conftable of Franciy the count de Royey with a great num- 
ber of other officers of valour and diftindfion. Claude de Lo- 
rain, count de Guijiy a young prince but twenty years of agp, 
was killed after giving incredible inftances of fortitude and 
condudf In fhort, fo hot and bloody was this engagement, 
that Trivulcioy who had been in eighteen battles^ faid, ‘ That 
‘ the battle of Mangnan was the fighting of giants, all the 
^ others^but the play of children.’ 

It iij^fcarcely worth while to inquire how far the Venetians 
contributed towards this vidlory, if fo it may be called ; pro<^ 
bable itf\s, that the arrival of ten thoufand frefh troops muft 
have corffiderabjy changed the face of affairs to the advantage 
of Francisy whatever the French authors alledge (C). As the 
cardinal ^f ^ion had been the chief caufe of this engagement, 
in which the Swifs fuffered fo much, they failed not to re- 
proach him in a manner which decency will not permit us to 
mention. So incenfed were they againft the prelate, that to fave 
his life he was forced to fly to the emperor, who foon after em- 
ployed him in negociations, for which he was extremely well 
qualified. 

^TER this battle iht French mA Venetians marched to Mi- Milan, 
lany the citizens throwing open the gates to receive them, and £ffr. fur- 
giving one hundred thoufand crow^ns to be exempted from being to 
plundered. All the other towns of xh^Milanefe followed 
example of the capital * ; but the citadels of Milan and Cre^ 
mona ftill remained Arm. Leo the tenths finding that the 

^ Guicc. 1 . 12. Paruta. 1 . 3. Fugger. 1 . 6 . c. 18. Belcar. 

1 . 15. SiMRER. Rep. Helvet. 1 . 15. * Paruta. ibid* 

Marian. 1 . 30. p. 126. 

(C) Paolo Paruta, one of the ierus, in his hiflory of the Swl/s 
faithfuilcil, and, perhaps^ the cantons, fpeaks to the fame ef- 
finefl hillorian of his age, feru- fe^, and indeed reafon con- 
pies not to attribute the vidlory the fadl (2). The French 

to the arrival of Alviana with hiiloniSE.. .-do^not confider that 
his frelh army. He affirms, in aferibing sne marvellous to 
that this general not only charg- their hero Frem is, they dcflroy 
ed Molin in the rear, and broke the credibility of tiuth* Francis 
his corps, but that he puffied requires not hdlion to make him 
through to the main body of the appear pne of the greatefl cha< 

Swi/s opportunely, when the rallers of his time, or indeed 
king Was hard prefled (1}. Sim- that has ever filled a throne. 

(i) Paolo Paruta^ /. 3. (2) Smhr, JJijl, Ilchet, /. 1. 

Mod. Hkst. Voj*. XXVII. U French 
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French and Venetians carried all before them, began to tem^ 
porize, and at laft was forced to renounce his ailirince with 
Maximilian and Ferdinand : he al lb yielded Parma and P/s- 
centia to the French monarch, promiling befides to reftore 
duodena and Reggio to the duke, of Ferrara^ the faithful and 
ancient ally of France. Francis^ on his part, engaged to affift 
the church againft all her enemies, and to maintain the houfe 
of Medicis in Florence. 

TuEfiege of the citadel, into which S/irzrt had thrown 
himfelf, was now undertaken. It went on with fo much vi'- 
gour, that he was forced to capitulate upon fuch ter^s as the 
conquerors chofe to impofe. Before this fiege began, 
feparated his troops from the French, in order to fight tlfj viceroy 
of Naples i who retreated upon his approach.^ Upofi this he 
marched, by the fenate’s order, to lay fiege to Brefcia and Ve- 
ron,}, alter having requefted of Francis to affift ^h^ republic 
in the recovery of her territories. The Venetian officers were 
divided in their opinion v^hich of thofe cities* were to be firft 
attacked. Some alledgr.d Verona to be of the grcatejft confe- 
qucnce, fince the furrender of that city would be in faS re- 
ducing the whole Veronefe. Others again advifed, that Bref- 
cia might be inverted, that a communication might be opened 
with Milan. 'Fhe frnate, not caiing to determine^ any 
thing, referred the whole to dlviana., who marched ^irc6lly 
to the latter place, in hopes either of furprizing, or in a Ihort 
lime of reducing the garrifon, and then laying fiege to 
rona before the ligour of the winter Ihould oblige him to go 
into quarters. But clofe as Jlvlana took his meafures, Icaro^^ 
the Spanijh governor of Brefcia., fufpeaing his intention, pro- 
cured a reinforcement of a thoufand infantry before his arrival. 
Alviana was entirely ignorant of this, and relying upon the 
weaknefs of the garrifon, v/as furprifed at .a refiftance he did 
not expect when he gave the ^ilault. However, determined 
to conquer it by force, he made his approaches with fuch di- 
ligence, and applied himfelf lb clolely to diredling and over- 
feeing the works, that he wa^ Ibized with a fever, and died 
in a few days 

In him loft one of her beft officers, equally 

efteemed by ihv' fciiate, and beloved by the foldiers, to whom 
he was generous, and yet a ftridl obferverof difei- 

pline. In his youth his fire and courage led him into defpe* 
rate attempts, the folly of which he fa w when judgment ri- 
pened with years and experience. He was fo much the dar- 
ling of the army, that they kept his body for iwenty-fivc 

Parut 1. 3. 

days, 
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days, carrying it about with them in a mournful pomp where- 
ever the^ marched. His difintereftednefs was ib great, that, 
notwithlianding he had long enjoyed feme of the mod lu- 
crative employments of the republic from his youth, yet he 
died fo poor, that his body was interred at the public charge, 
and his widow and family fupported by the fenate ^ 

ALVIAUA\ death made tht Venetians raife the ficge of Bref 
da, and attempt the reduftion of Pefcara^ in which they fuc- 
ceedecl before the arrival of John Trivulcio. This officer had 
been I'eiu by Francis^ at the fenate’s requeft, to fucceed Alviana. 

He ha^ofooner taken upon him the command than he return- 
ed to Aefcia^ agreeable to the fenate’s defire ; but againft his 
own ju^ment. The event juftified the prudence of his opinion; 
for the farrifon being little inferior in number to the Venetian 
army, made fucli fuiious fallies as rendered his approaches :m- 
pradicaljle .• While the Venetians were befieging Pefcaru nad 
been ftrongly reinforced ; and Alviana found it difficult CMOUgh 
before to ere£l Ws batteries. Juft as Trivulcio had th( upjus of 
raifing the fiege, a large detachment of the ganifon fallied out ^Brcicia 
upon him, killed near three hundicd of his troops, and took ten raifed. 
pieces of cannon, wkh fome baggage, which they carried in 
triumph into the city. This lofs forced him to ictreat with 
precipitation as far as Coccai, where he waited for a reinforce- 
ment from the French army. Before the arrival of fuccours 
the winter came on ; fo that the projefl of again befieging 
the city was deferred to the following fpring *\ 

After the conqueft of the Milanefe^ Francis returned to 
his own dominions with the greater part of his army, having 
left no more than fix thoufand French and five thoufarid Lanf 
, quenets^ under the command of the conftable, in Italy. The 
' lofs of the battle of Marignan put the emperor in great 
pain for his pofleffigns in Italy. He was fenfible that without 
the Swifs he could not refill Francis and the republic; and 
as thefe mercenary allies were boifght off at a higher price 
than his finances could fupport, he formed the projefl of 
involving Francis at home, bv engaging Henry the eighth in 
his quarrel (D)^ His firft ffejT to gain over cardinal 
• IVolfey^ 

* pARVTA,>bid. Belcar., 1 . 15. * ParwvI* 

^ Mariana, 1 . 8o. 


P- > 92 . 


(D) Leo and Francis had an lafted'fix days, when at laft it 
interview at Bologna a few days was concluded, that tlic king 
before his majefty’s departure Ihould take upon him the pro- 
for France. Their conferences teflion of the holy fee, the 

U i pope’s . 
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IVolfey^ which he cfFe£lually did by (bme promifes extremely 
A. D. flattering to the ambition of that haughty prelate and minifler* 
1516. IVolfey artfully reprefented to Henry the danger of fuSermg Fran^ 
' CIS to grow too powerful, and chiefly applied himfelf to the 
paflions of that young monarch. In (hort, Maximilian with 
jdy faw his intrigues againft the Venetians and French fucceed 
to his wifli. All the young courtiers were flrenuous in a rup- 
ture with France^ while the older and more prudent part of 
the nation reprefented the injuftice of breaking a treaty with- 
out the fmallefl provocation ; and advifed rather to turn 
his arms againft Scotland^, ^ 

In the mean time Leo the tenth, being informed C' what 
pafl’ed in England^ was not forward in concluding th'^ treaty 
on foot with Francis : he fpent a month at Florence c/jibbling 
about the expences in which the holy fee ought to he reim- 
burfed before he yielded Modena and Keggia. He 7.vas deiirous 
that the duke of Ferrara fhould receive his inveftit&re from 
the church, though all his predeceflbrs had. received theirs 
from the empire ; but the duke nobly reje(Sled both propofi- 
tions, although he was acquainted with the combination 
formed againft France^ yet he refufed to defert his ally 

The winter having been wholly employed in negociations 
and flate intrigues, early in the fpring the Venetian army took 
Brcfcia the field. Trlvuluo^ who commanded at the fiege of Brefcia 
and Ve- the preceding autumn, loft feme reputation by having fo fud- 
rona be- Jenly abandoned the works, and for the defeat fuftained, to- 
gether with the lofs of his cannon. The army, however, had 
^ rench the Brefcian^ in order to refume the fiege when 

tians feafon permitted : it was accordingly entered upon under 

the condudi of Lautrec^ who fuccecdcd Trivulcio\ and ano- 
ther army was at the fame time fent to inveft Verona *. Things 
were in great forwardnefs, notwithftanding all Leo\ intrigues, 
when news anived that Maximilian^s army was in full march 
towards Verona : he had drawn together a number of troops 
levied in his hereditary dominions to refift Selim^ who it was 
imagined proj)ored entering Germany, Befides this each circle 
of the empire had given *»i^.**five ihoufand horfe and fix 
thoufand foot j five IclTer cantons of Switzerland^ 

« Rapin. vid 'liift. Eng. etiam Negotiation es*et gefta C. Wol- 
fey. C u'icc. 1. 12. ® Paruta, 1. 3. 

pope’s perfon, and of the fa- draw his garrifon from Verona, 
niily of Medteis ; the pope, on How well he performed his 
his pM.t, coiifenting to rccal contradi will appear in the fe- 
the u oops fent to the affiftance quel. Spalatin, Fit, Leo, 
and to with- 
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U'ho refufed to treat with Francis^ Tent their quota of five 
thoufand infantry to Maximilian. With this formidable ar- 
my, hil march was fo expeditious and fecret, that neither 
the French or Venetians fufpe£led he had moved out of quar- 
ters, until he defeended the mountains ofTrente^ (E). The 
approach of the^ imperial army obliged the allies to raife j|hc ^ 
lieges of Brefcia and Verona^ with a precipitation that more re- 
fembled flight than a retreat. Lautrec^ who commanded in chief 
at both, (hewed at firft great magnanimity : he fent the king^ ‘ ^ 
woid, that he would . prevent the emperor’s crofiing the Oglio \ 
but h^id not keep hispromife, having been mifinformed con- 
ccrniiKthe ftrengthof theimperial army, and likewife the depth 
of theVver, which happened to be lower than it ufually was at 
that fei|on of the year. The Imperialilb pafled the Oglio^ 
marching to Ormona^ where they^encamped : there they were 
joined by iW/We with the forces quartered th Verona^ upon which 
they prSicceded with little obftruftioii to Milan, The imprudent 
conduS of Maximilian^ in waiting time in the fiegc of Jfola^ 
gave the Venetians time to recover thcmfeivcs, and take the 
neceffary meafures for the defence of Mtlan^, They had re- 
ceived ten thoufand Swifs into their pay, railed in thofe can- 
tons in treaty with France by the baron Alt Saxe. Trivulcio 
had throwm three thouftfnd men into Cremona^ and had pafled 
the Adda to meet the Swifs and oppofe Alaxmilian's crofling 

^Petr. Justian, 1 . ii. k Stevins. Period. 1 . ic.p. 961. 

(E) Coknnay who was gover- detachment, under XJrJtniy was 
nor of Verotiay took every mea- more fortunate ; for having cn- 
fure to dilircfs the Venetian and countered a body of three chou- 
French army. To cut off their fand Imperialifts, he defeated 
provifion and forage he kept them with the lofs of eight 
parties of light horfe at Leg- hundred of their bed troops (i), 
nanoy with which he fcoured the Tt may not be unfeafonable to 
country, greatly didrefling the mention, that Leoy feeing the 
inhabitanrs, as well as the ar- progrefs and drength of Max» 

Lautrec fent'^a detachment imiliany thought he could not 
of four hundred men at arn^s^w^^oo early make his court. The 
and live hundred light horfe, em p tr^r had no fooner obliged 
to put a dop to thofe incurfions;.--<!re^Ttt*)^^ the lieges 

but Colohnci^ reefeiving intelli- of Verona Ere/duy than he 
gence of their march, not only fent a nunaL**j!,9 congratulate 
reinforced the parties at Leg- him on his arrivaHin ///z/y (2) ; 
nanoy but likewife placed an thoujgh according to the treaty of 
ambufeade fo judicioully, that Bolognuy he ought to have taken 
the Venetian proveditor fell into every meafure to dop his pro- 
k, and was defeated. Another grefs. 

(i) Guicc, /, II. (ij Petr. Jufiinian. /, ii. 
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this river. Accordingly the emperor was rcpulfcd at Pidghton ; 
after which he made a feint, as if he intended paiSr^ at Caf 
Jan^ and in the mean time throwing a bridge over the 
detached a body of infantry to defend it, by which means he 
at laft fucceeded. Then marching ftrait to Mihn^ he lent a 
herald to demand the keys of the gates, threatening the in* 
habitants with the mod rigorous treatment, if they refufed to 
comply. By this time Trivulcio was returned to the city, and 
his army was a feafonable reinforcement to the condajile, 
who had the utmod difficulty to keep the inhabitants, terri- 
fied with the emperor’s menaces, from furrenderin^ The 
nearer Maximilian approached the more tumuItuoJ were 
the Milanois^ either from a ficklenefs natural to thrm, or 
dread of the imperial power j nor could the commtpions be 
fully quieted until the arrival of the Swifs, "'So powerful a 
reinforcement infpired them with courage, and nftw^.hey be- 
came no lefs infolent than they had been humble but a few 
hours before. Other happy confequences to the French im- 
mediately followed the arrival of the Swifs ^ : their country- 
men in the imperial army began to murmur, and*<)emand 
their pay with a boldnefs that terrified Maximilian^ Btaffler 
their colonel came to the emperor’s bcdfide, and demanded 
their penlion in terms fo difrefpcdlful, that Maximilian could 
not help reproaching him with ill manners, to which S^taffier 
anfwered, ‘That the Swifs wanted florins not breeding; 

‘ and that if their engagements were not inflantly fulfilled, 

‘ they would embrace the offers of the condable of Bourbon* 
This^declaration the emperor received as extremely probable ; 
he feared left the French might have money enough to cor- 
rupt the Swifs ; and he was too well acquainted with the dif- 
pofition of thofe republicans to have any doubt of their re- 
ceiving their money upon any terms. 7'o appeafe Staffler he 
told him that by the next day be might depend on the pay- 
ment of the arrears, and alfo a fum in advance: After the 
departure of the Swifs^ Maximilian removed his quarters to 
another part of the camp, where he thought he might be pro- 
tefted by the Germans ; eh ending danger here like- 

wife, he raifed the Cand retired to the Bergamafeo with 

the Germans^ encamped. The hjg 

example, decamped likewife and took the rout of Lodi^ pil- 
laging evesyt^iace in their way. They were proceeding on 
their march homeward, when the cardinal Sion came up with 
them, bringing w'ith hint fix thou&nd crowms, which the em- 
peror had raifed in the Bergamafeo by way of contribution. 

^ Paruta. 1. 3. 
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Moreover, he affured them of an immediate advance of fifty 
thbufand crowns, Spanijh money, depofited in the city of 
Trente} upon which they fufpended mcafures, and had fome 
thoughts of returning to the ficgc, when frefh difficulties oc- 
curred. In Ihort, Maximilian not having performed his pro- 
mife> the Swifs returned home, the Germans encamped in the 
Veronefe^ the other auxiliaries repaffed the Jlps^ and tfiree 
thoufand Lanfquenets went over to the Venetians. Thus ended 
the formidable expedition of Maximilian in the total dirperfion 
of an army, which under proper authority and difciplinc wa£ 
fuifiej^t to conquer all Italy K 

Bit neither the Venetians or French profited much by the DMJtens 
difonVr in the imperial army : the former thought of nothing arife he- 
more chan eftabliftiing themfelves quietly in the dutchy oUwStthe 
Milanhy a fim peace ; while the Venetians in vain complained French 
of a breq^rh of contradi in not aflifting them in the recovery Vcnc- 
of their dominions. Gritti the proveditor made ftrong re-^*^"®* 
mon ft ranees to Lautrec upon his refufal to undertake the fiege 
of Verona j but they were incffeaual : he even propofed, in 
a council of war, that the Venetians alone fliould enter upon 
the enterprize ; in which he had the concurring fentiments 
of the other officers. Lautrec^ feeing their refolution, agreed 
to join them, and they were on their march to the Veronefe^ 
when the Lanjquenets refufed to attack a town belonging to 
the •emperor : here they were a fccond time difappointed, 
and at length forced to lay afidp the defign K 

An account of thefe traiifadlions coming to the fenate, they 
immediately fent a reinforcement of four thoufand men, mo- 
ney, and Itores, with orders for the army to proceed dircdlly 
to the fiege. Accordingly Verona was invefted, and the fiege Vcron.i 
carried on with vigour on the part of the Venetians^ but not hefie^rd by 
fo on the fide of Lautrec. The proveditors ufed all their Vene- 
endeavours to engage the French heartily in the caufe; .but tians, 
perceiving they were put off by frivolous exenfes, they began 
to fufpe£l that Lautrech condud was the cffe£ls of fome fecret* 
orders from court. Intelligence having arrived at the fame 
time in the camp of a borig^qf Germans that were on their 
march for the relief of the place, fent the proveditor 

noticethat he v^ou ld not haza j^^*^baTfK.^i^^Qf ^ intention 
to clecarnpT ’i ms ne Immediately effe£lc\leaving the Vene- 
tians alone to condudl the fiege, and encoUi*iA'’4he approach- 
ing enemy *. 


^ Ibid, etiam. Heuterus. 1 . 7. c. 12. Fuen. 1 . 6. 
Marian. 1 . 30. ^ Fouc. d. 3. I. 5. Paruta. 1 . 3. 
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of 

Noyon 
her -ween 
Francis 
and the 
archduke 
Charles. 


We mufl: now inquire into the occafion of this remidhefs 
in the French general, and the reafons which induced him fo 
obvioufly to break the treaty with the republic. Franc^ having 
recovered the Milanefe^ had formed new projefts, in confe- 
quence of the death of Ferdinand^ which happened this year. 
He had planned the defign of adding Naples to the crown of 
France^ in hopes that the archduke Charles would not be in a 
capacity to lay claim to /liragon before he was well efta- 
blifii'^d in his Spanijh doininions. Leo^ eager for the 
expulilon of the Fremh from Italy, kept cmiffiries at 
the courts of tl'.c emperor, Henry the eighth, and ihV arch- 
dulvi. Charles : he likewife ufed all his endeavfAirs h'jclan- 
dettine rncafures to prevail on the Stuifs cantons to breaf Iheir 
treaty v/ith France ; but his intrigues could not be kenf fo fc- 
cret as not to come to the ears of the Fi^eri<h incuarch ; 
upon this Francis^ at once abandoning his fchemes^ppoii AV 
rclblved to treat y/iVAi Spaing nor was that crotvn lefs 
difpofed to terms of amity. The refult of this., mutual incli- 
nation was a treaty, (truck up at Noyon by the pl^.rdpc 
ries of each, in which for certain conluleratioiis, te- 
noiinced his claim to Naples, 

This treaty was foon followed by another figoju at Bruf- 
fels. Atcording to this, Charles engaged to prevail on his 
grandfather to confign the city of Fetona into the hands of 
Lautrec^ to be delivered by him to the Vemtians upon their 
paying to Maximilian for that reftitution the fum of two hun- 
dred thoufand ducats, and to Francis the fum of three hundred 
ihoufand crowns, due to him from Maximilian, Both thefe 
treaties were diametrically oppofite to the inclinations and 
views of Leo^ Maxmilian^ and Henry the eighth. The pontiff 
paflionately wifhed the decline of the French power. Maximi- 
lian's chief view was to raife enemies to Francis^ to prevent 
his aflifting the Fenetians : he forefaw that he cither mufl: ra- 
tify the treaty of Brufels and yield up Verona^ or elfe defend 
his Itedian conquefts, without a Angle ally againfl a power- 
ful enemy. Ir> this extremity he thought the moft advifeable 
meafure would be to embroil tJi^vnlFaiis oi' Europe in fuch a 
manner, that the new w>r might flir up a league againfl 
France^,, * ' 

The fenate*^ of J^fniccj fenfiblc that tfie' empTO?' wouM'o^ 
jeft to the tcTjgf^oi*the treaty of BruJ/els, continued their re- 
monftrances fo afliduoufly to Lautrec, that not knowing how 
to excufe bimfelf without gn open violation of the treaty, he 
Returned to the ficgc of Verona : but in the mean time Maxi- 
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mtlian thought fit to ratify the treaty of Ncyon^ and conclude Maximi« 
^ truce for three months with the Venetians^ during which lian ae- " 
prelim Jiaries for a peace were to be fettled. Verona cedes to th$ 

was put into the hands Lautrec^ which was delivered io treaty^; jo 
the Venetians on their paying the fum ftipulated in the treaty do the Vc^ 
of Brujfek. Gritti and Gradonico received the city from the nctians. 
French^ to the great fatisfadion of the inhabitants, and of *he A. D. 
fenate and people of Venice. Demonftrations of joy were made 1517. 
in every city belonging to the republic ; preients were fent tp 
Lautrec.^ and Gritti was ordered to efcort him to MiUm^. 

PEfdiE being now eflabliihed, and the republic reinfiated 
in thiquiet poireffion of her dominions, by a prolongation of 
the tr\te to the term of five years, the fenate’s attention was 
turned\vholly to pacific meafures. They began with eafing 
the pclple of%the burthenfome taxes impofed for the fupport 
of the i enlarging tfieir commerce, and promoting in- 
duftry/'* trade, and rnanufaftures ; nor .did this wife body neg- 
ledl the ftudy pf arts and iciences, which could not be fup- 
pofed to flourifti amidft a ruinous and blcwjdy war : for this 
purpofo the univerfity of Padua, which had been fhut for the 
(pace of eight years, was opened, and particular immunities 
and privileges conferred on this ancient feat of the mufes 
To provide the more efFeflually for the fecurity of fcience, 
which ever blows ftrongeft under the (hade of peace, they 
added to the fortifications of the city, taking every meafurc 
which could prevent any farther inconveniencics to learning, 
or impede the education and ftudies of youth. 

The fenate wa.3 fenfible of what confequence to the re- a. D. 
public it was to live upon terms of amity with the Grand Seig- 1518.* 
nior : they had often experienced his power ; and the traf- 
fic to his coafts was, perhaps, the moft beneficial branch of 
their commerce. In oider, therefore, to preferve the friend- 
(liip of Selim, two of the chief nobility, Lodovico Mocenigo and 
Bartbolomeo Contareni, were fent to congratulate him on his 
late viflory over the Tophi of Perfia, and requeft the conti- 
nuance of his friendlhip to the republic. Selim received the 
ambafl'adors at Damafeus ; pr(jfefled great efteem for the re- 
public ; granted the Venetian (actori<*s^at Tripoli, Alexandria, 

Bareth, Damafeus. and elfewhcLC^^.iaim all the 

exemprtCrTsV'" priViffiges, and immunities \|hcy^cfired. In 
(hort, fo kindly did he receive the amba(rado.‘..,,that they re- 
turned loaded with prefents, and highly fatisfietl with the 
magnificence, generofity, and frien^lhip of that monarcb. 

A treaty of commerce with Spain was likewife concluded, by 


" Barre. Hift, Allcm. t. 8. p. 1054. 
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which fome difficulties to the Venetian trade, which occurred 
upon the acceffion of Charles to that aown, wercj wholly 
removed p. I 

The pope, the emperor, and the Venetians^ were all 
equally defirous to picferve the fweets of peace which they 
juft tafted. To this end a prolongation of the truce was 
wiflied for by all parties, though two years were yet unex- 
pired. I'he emperor was for referring matters to Leo^ and 
propofed him as an arbiter of the terms on which it fhould be 
extended ; but the republic chofe to confult with Francis^ and 
to put her interefts in the hands of that powerful anci^^nc^ent 
ally. Leo was prompted to eftablifli tranquility amoig the 
chriftian princes, from a defire of uniting them againflf&//w, 
whofe power became formidable. Francis^ having ccfifirmed 
the truce between the emperor and Venetians^* xhe p^pe then 
fet to work to engage them in a new holy war : hi%utmoft en- 
deavours were ufed with the republic, whofe marine lie knew 
would be abfolutely neceflary to his defign ; buj: the Venetians^ 
fcnfiblc of the benefits they drew by their commerce from Selim's 
friendfhip, returned anfwcr, that his holinefs might depend on 
them when the other princes were ready to take the field ; 
fooner to equip fleets and raife armies would only expofe them 
to the refentment of a monarch able at one blow to crufh the 
republic. It was plain to the fenate that fuch an anfwer laid 
them under no hazard of quarrelling with fince*they 
were aware of the impradiicability of uniting in one defign 
the ftrength of fo many contending and oppofite interefts as 
were required to complete Leo's fcheme 

Soon after the conclufion of the treaty with the republic, 
the emperor , Maximilian died, after a reign of twenfy-five 
years and five months : his death being known to the 
frontier garrifons, they began to make incurfions into 
the Venetian territories, and to commit afls of hoftility, as if 
the treaty was extinfi by the deceafe of one of the parties ; 
but thefe irregularities were foon prevented by remonftranccs 
the fenate made to the princes of the empire. In the mean 
time Francis the firft and tlje^wsrchduke Charles of Aujiria^ 
now kmg of Spain^ ma^ preparations to fupport their mutual 
pretcnfions -Jy., i n «encral was more difpofed 

toward the elrai/iofthe former, anrf'pafticufariy thT Vene- 
tians, Taligni in quality of plenipotentiary to the 

fenate : his commiflion was to borrow a fum of money to 
fupport his mafter’s eledUon ; to procure a body of troops to 

P Paruta. b. 4. p. T Si’alaiin. vit.Leon. Baron. 
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give weight to his {n-eteofions ; and to confult the neceflaiy 
meafuifes in cafe Charles fent an army into lialy^ to compel 
Leo tofebfolve him from the oath made to Julms concerning 
the inveftiture of Naples- The fenate anfwered Talignt in 
terms of afFeflion and friendfliip for Francis : as to money 
they told him of the low condition of the treafury, exhaufted 
by long wars, notwithftanding which they would raife for his 
ufc one hundred thoufand ducats : with regard to the forces 
required, they apprehended they would not be granted a paC- 
fage ; ^r if they were, that they could be of little confc^uencc 
to th^'lcing’s aifaiis, and might involve the republick in a war : 
however, as to the third article of his requeft, the fenate af- 
fured^Jiis majefty that any attempts to enter Italy in a hoftile 
manne^*, would be oppofed with all their forces and influence; 
for thx the republic bad ever made a point of protedling the 
holy fe^-, %nd their obligations to Francn would induce them 
to be no lefs regardful of his dominions ^ 

In the meait time the archbifhopof Mentz^ having convoked 
the diet at Frankfort on the twenty-eighth of fune^ Charles 
was tliere proclaimed emperor by the name of Charles the 
fifth. The difappointment of Francis is attributed, by the 
marftial Fleuranges-, to his rcfufing to take into his pay the 
troops of the circle of Suabiay after their making fonie over- 
tures to that eft'ed. 

Soon after the acceffion of Charles to the imperial dignity, 
Selim died, and was fucceeded in the Othowan empire by Soly- 
many his only fon, an enterprizing, ambitious, and courageous 
prince. LeuAs king of Hungary y knowing the* young em- 
perors extenfive projefls, and hatred of Chriftianiiy, prepared 
for war, inviting all the other chriftian princes to unite with 
him, and particularly the republic. Inftead of acceding to 
the propofals of Lewis, the fenate fent Marco Rinco to Con^ 
Jiantinople to congratulate Solyman upon his acccfficn, and pro- 
cure a confirmation of the treaty with his father, which was 
readily granted. Solyman even confented to join a fquadron 
to the P^cnetian fleet for the fecurity of their commerce, at 
that time infefled by piiates-r^ind he fo far honoured the re- 
public as to fend a plenipotentiary luVr? 'yiiam, to notify his 
yVf ’^^f^an mercharl^s^JfWic privilege^ 
they required. This confirmation of pcac 5 ,wkh fo power- 
ful a monarchy afforded the utmoftjoy to the republic; their 
commerce was thereby fecured, and the (late freed from the 
apprdienfions of a w’ar it was in no* condition to fupport. In 

' Paruta. 1 . 4, p. 125. 
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conrequence, their fleet failed to the. coaft of Barbarfy 
where it was extremely ruccefsful againft the pirates *. j} 

Not to trace all the caufes which occafioned a rupVure be- 
tween the emperor and Francis^ fufHcient it is, that Francis^ 
aware of the approaching ftorm, prepared accordingly. He fent 
antbafladors to Rome and Venice^ to endeavour to draw the pope 
and republic into a league for the defence of Italy^ and to pre- 
vent Charles from going to Rome to receive the imperial crown 
from the pope. His minifter at Rome had no fatisfaflory an- 
fwer from Leo^ who was refolvcd to wait conjunftures,.^and be 
determined by circumftances. At Venice his ambaflJior re- 
ceived a promife, that the fenate would provide for the %fcty 
of Italy ; yet did the republic harbour fufpicions that rfecret 
treaty between Charles and the Icing was in agitation.^ This 
arofe from intelligence they had of French and Spa^iiijh en- 
voys meeting at Montpelier^ for a final difcufTion of a'l diffe- 
rences. 

The negotiation at Montpelier coming to nothing, Charles 
fent ' an ambaffador to the fenate to negotiate an alliance 
with the republic, whofe friendfhip he perceived would be 
neceffary to his defigns on Italy. As the ienate infiftcd upon 
the entire reftitution of all the places they poflefled taken 
by Maximilian^ the ambafladors took their leave, without 
bringing things to an iffue ^ 

This year was entirely confumed in negotiations ; Tn all 
of yyhich the republic kept aloof, not caring to break with 
Charles^ and yet eager to preferve the alliance with Francis. 
A. D. Nor did the following year produce any open violence, al- 
1520. though Europe was threatened with a terrible ftorm from an 
army Solyman had levied, with intention, as was fuppofed, 
to invade Hungary^ and extend his conquefts on that quar- 
ter. Near two hundred thoufand men had been raifed 
in the Afiatic provinces and Greece -y an armament which ftruck 
The king the Hungarians with terror, and compelled them to folicit the 
tf/Hunga- fuccour of all the neighbouring powers. Philippo Morotfoflroty 
Solicits of Agrioj was fent to Ve^ce to requeft the aid of the repubr 
theajjif' His fpeech in the fenate -..'as fo afflfling and pathetic, 

that this wife body^p,uii.ilir^ful of their commerce, and the 
tians intereftc^r Ayj commoifwCj{:hr...Q:>fl^ «‘*n- 

ain/^the J^-^urts of Vienna ^ Paris, and London ; and at 

Aurics. ^ fame' tif-*c:‘ to furnifh Lewis of Hungary with a fum of 
^ thirty thoufand ducats \ 

IC2I.* ^ the departure of the Hungarian minifter, 

died Loretano the doge, after a glorious, but troublefome, 

®Parut. 1 . 4. ^Guic. 1 . 13. Parut. ibid, Fqyc. I. i}. d.4. 
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reign of nineteen years and eight 'months. As he was a 
prince andued with every human virtue, was wife^ brave, 
and genLrous, his death was much lamented, and no lefs felt 
by all degrees of men. “ He was, fays Sartfovino^ not only 
learned ; but, by his liberality and taile, the caufe oflearn- 
ing in others.” After an elegant funeral oration pronounced 
over his body by Andrea Navagiro^h^ was buried with great fb- 
lemnity, and attended to the grave by the unfeigned tears of his 
afFedionate and forrowful fubjeds 

A^VTONIO GRIM AN I, Doge LXXVI. 

TfIe great aflembly now met for the choice of a fucceflbr, Antonio 
^ Antonio Grtmani^ father of the cardinal of that fjriniani, 
name, ivas elefled by univerfal confent. Antonio was rich, doge 
had boke the^higheft offices of the ftate, and pafled through a 
life ftrr^gbly chequered and variegated with good and bad 
fortune. It was but lately he was recalled from banifhment, 
in which he Kved fince the laft Turkijh war, where he was 
fuppofed not to have difeharged his duty. At his acceffion 
the republic was in peace, it is true ; but the feeds of war 
were fo plentifully Town every where, that a rich crop of mis- 
fortunes and the evils neceffarily attending might foon be ex- 
pe£ted. Propofals were ftill making to the fenate by Charles 
the fifth, extremely advantageous to the intereft of the repub- 
lic; yet fo faithful were th^Fenetians to Francis^ that they 
declined every overture, and even fending an ambaflador to 
congratulate the emperor on his acceffion. Charles^ perceiv- 
ing their fidelity to their ally, thought of a meafure which he 
doubted not would excite jealoufies, and oblige them to have 
recourfe to him : it was the fending a plenipotentiary to the 
court of France^ as if he intended to fettle the affairs of Italy 
without concerning himfelf with the Fenetians, This in fome 
iheafure anfwered the intention : however, a treaty he foon 
after concluded with the pope, and a plan formed for ex[>el- 
ling the French out of MUan^ being accidentally difeovered, 
more clofely cemented the republic with Francis \ 

The policy of the fenate-' !tv\s to preferve peace, but this 
was found impoffible amidff the intrigues of Charles^ Leoy and 
.tha monarch. T^iffr^^s-iiid^avourcd the breach 

between his holinefs and the kiug ; but fii ding their endea- 
vours inefteaual, the army was put in readineTi., Xo march to 
the relief of Milan^ knowing that upon its fafety depended 
the fecurity of their own dominions.* Things now being ripe 

^^SansIov. del. vit. PrJndp. p. 272. * Guicc. I, 13. Pa- 
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for adion, the imperial army, joined by the pope’s forces, 
marched to befiege Parma, The trenches were i)ot lopened 
when Lautrec^ after receiving a reinforcement of Sniffs and 
Venetians came to its relief,, and forced Profpero Colonna^ the 
imperial general, to abandon his defign. Profpero was, indeed, 
in^a condition to defeat had not the fudden aiTault 

the duke of Ferrara made upon Reggio and Modena obliged 
him to divide his forces. 

LEO began to harbour fufpicions of the emperor in coti^* 
fcquence of this difappointment : he had fupported the whole 
expcnces of the ficgc, and attributed the want of fuSsefs to 
fecret orders Colonna had received. Charles^ chagrined! with 
the pope’s jealoiify, was more than ever dcfirous of engaging 
the Venetians in his party ; but all his endeavours co|ld not 
alter the (cnace’s purpofe * I 

Both armies were ttrongly reinforced by largetbc|iies of 
Siuifs in the fervicc of each ; and Charles^ having no hope 
from the Venetians^ ordered Colonna to march dkeclly for Mi- 
lan. The Frenu) a fid Venetians were commanded by Lautrec^ 
who, hearing of Colonna*s intention, fet out directly thrCaf 
fanj in oiJcr to prevent his crofting the Jdda : but Colonna 
forcing a march got thithei before him, and purfiied his rout 
to the capital of the dutchy. Lantrec ft ill determined to give 
him battle, had he not in his march been deferted by the 
5w/yj, who mutinied for want of their pay. This cirdim- 
ftance threw the alFairs of Francis and the republiclc in difor- 
der, and compelled Lautrec with the remainder of his forces 
Colonna to throw himfelf into Milan^ and provide for a fiege. In 
invejrs the mean time Colonna was advanced, and meafu res taken for 
Milan, invefting the city : Pefcara made an attack upon that quar- 
ter where Trivuicio and the Venetians were on guard. As the 
fortifications here were not completed, the garrifon was foon 
defeated \ but Trivuicio.^ who was then fick in bed, inftantly 
getting up, marched againft Pefcara with a few troops he had 
colledied, . not doubting but honour and reaibn would prevail 
Trivuicio on the reft to return. In this, however, he was difappointed, 
taken fn- and after fighting bravely wit handful of men againft a 
Joner. Mi- multitude, he was madcj|^iloncr, vvi:h fcveral Venetians of 
Iany«rr^/»-diftin6Iion. Jjgr^rff being abl£.jtg 

tiers. preferve the city, j^t a ftroiiijj garrifon in the riiadel, and re- 
tired with remaining forces to Coma. Milan was Tacked 
and pliindeied for ten days fnr. rnivt ly ; nor was there an in- 
fult or cruelty which the ifihabiianis did not fidlain from the 
rapacioufneis of \.h^Swifsy and brutal iiy of the Imperialifts®, 
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From hence Ci&«w/?lnarchcd to Coma^ which he befiegcd, 
and to^lc after a Ihort but brisk ailault. The fuccefs of 
Colonnq procured Charles the furrender of Lodi^ Pavta^ Pla- 
centidy Parmay and foon of Cremonay without llriking another 
blow. Thus did the French lofe Milariy without one battle, 
or memorable effort, when the approach of winter put a ^op 
to the conquers of Colonnoy and preferved the remains of 
Lautrecs army in Venetian quarters. The pope’s death like- 
wife impeded farther military tranfa£lions. This event 
changej^ the face of affairs, and reduced Colonna to as weak 
a fitu;,;aon as Zr£7u/7vr \ Intelligence of jL^^’s death was no 
foont r received in the army, than of twelve thoufand Swifs 
be had in pay, no more than five hundred remained ; the 
Floren:hes likewife withdrew 5 and though the Germans kept the 
held, }|it was^their number too inconfiderable to undertake any 
enterp;iz«, or even to refift the enemy, if feafonably reinforced. 

Framis imprudently negledted his affairs in Italyy and the Vene- 
tians alone were not able to feize the opportunity, when Milan 
might as eafily be recovered as it had been loft. However, 
they fook every pofEble meafure : they levied troops ; they 
ordered their garrifons to march into the field ; and they 
tampered with the ^wifs cantons, who feemed difpofed to re- 
ceive their pay, and aifift Francis. Upon this Lautrec was 
induced to enter upon aflion in the depth of winter ; but 
the^mifeonduft of Bozoliy whom he had fent with a ftrong 
detachment into the Parmefany obliged him to relinquifh his 
defigns 

Strong bodies of Szuifs zni Venetians having joined him A. D. 
about the month of Aprils Lautrec to inveft 1522. 

and take the advaptage the low condition of the enemy 
forded. His intention was to take it by aftault ; but theA.?^ 
ftrength of the garrifon, and the enmity of the citizens to 
a French government, of which they were heartily tired, 
obliged him to turn the fiege into a blockade. Maximilian 
Sforza in the mean time returned to Pavia with fix thoufand 
Lanfquenets. Hence he palfed through the Veronefe to CaJJaU 
Major. Crofiing the Poy ,he arrived at Placentioy where 
joining the marquis of AlantuOy he proceeded to Milan ; up- 

on which camp to ihc,^'^liftance of five 

miles from the city. 

* A DETACHMENT from Lautreds army had befieged andLautrcc 
taken Novara ; after which he marched with the main body brvefts Pa- 
and invefted Paviay where the marquis of Mantua was left via. 
by Sforza to command : his batteries played with fury upon 

^ Paruta. I. 4. 
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(he walls, nor did the marquis negle& any thing ne^flary to 
a vigorous defence ; the city, however, muft foon nave fuf- 
rendcred, had not Coknna found means to convey a reinforce- 
ment into it of two thoufand infantry, chiefly Corjicans, This 
obliged Lautrec to raife the fiege, as he perceived by the 
fttfngthof the giirrifon that the ifiue muft be precarious, and 
the execution btoody and tedious. Retiring to a village called 
Monce^ he refolved there to wait the arrival of a fum of mo- 
ney he expeiled from France : Colonna having intelligence of 
this convoy fent a detachment under Anchifes Fifeonti inter- 
cept it, which obliged the treafurer to fecure himfelf in ifrone^ 
fending from thence advice to Lautrec of his fituation. Vif* 
conti pofled himfelf fo advantageoufly, that it was impolTible 
for the convoy to pafs or be reinforced but by forcinf a paf- 
fage, which the detachment fent by Lautrec was too veak to 
attempt*^. 

In the mean time the Swifs^ for whom this money was 
•intended, became impatient : three days they Whited ; but on 
the fourth fent one of their principal officers to Lautrec with 
three propcfitions, viz. that he would ihftantly pay them, dif- 
charge them, or lead them againft the enemy j propofitioni 
equally whimfical and difficult. The Imperialifts were en- 
camped at Bicoj a village three miles from Milan^ or rather 
they were cantoned in a large park^ furrounded by a deep 
ditch, which rendered an attack extremely hazardous. Lau- 
tree remonftrated with the Swifs\ but all the anfwer he could 
procure was Money^ a Difcharge^ or Battle : however, h6 
obtained from them feme little time to reconnoitre the ene- 
my ; after which he divided his army into three bodies for th6 
attack, as this was the only alternative he could embrace. 
Before the engagement began Sforza joined Colonna with fix 
thoufand Lanfquenets ; upon which Lautrec a fecond time re- 
monllrated to the but they were obftinate. No foonet 
did the trumpets found chan the Swifs^ defpiiing danger, flew 
over the ditch and prepared to mount the counterfearp in the 
face, of cannon and volleys of fmall arms : the confequence 
was, that in the fpace of half a./ hour they loft one thoufand 
of their beft troops. The fecond line, not daunted with the 
deftruftion of tVAirft, marched oTPvrkh- equal intrepidity, and** 
met with the fame fate, leaving in the fofle about two 
thoufand foldiers, Albert de la Pierre^ their general, and four 
other officers of cJiftinflion. The French and Venetians on the 
Other fide were not more ftccefsful, though lefs unfortunate 
as to their lofs : Lautreds brother attacked the bridge, which. 


* P.\R.UTA, I. 4. Guic. 1 . 14, 
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after a vigorous * action, he was forced to quit, having loft 
about feVen hundred of his troops : fuch was the iflue of the 
affair VLt$ Bico^ which happened upon the twenty-eighth .of 
Jlprilj A. 1522. Some hiftorians allcdgc, Lautrecs lofe 
next day amounted to five thoufand men, of which, on the 
part of the Swifs^ three thoufand fell. Next day he retired 
Trezzoj and the day following the Swifs returned to their can- 
tons : the marquis of Pefcara was for purfuing them, but was 
difluaded by Colonna to run any farther hazards, Ance the 
fure consequence of theg: viftory already acquired, would be 
the total conqueft of the Milanefe^ and difbanding of Lautrec*s 
army Before the end of the autumn, the Imperialifts were 
intirely mafters of the Milanefe^ Cretnonefe^ and all the other 
appendages of the dutchy of Milan. 

In tlft mean time Charles the fifth, knowing of the great 
preparaWrft the French monarch was making for the recovery 
of the Milanefe^ made one more attempt to gain the Vene^ 
tians ; but with* as little fuccefs, it being the intention of the 
republic to keep well, if poffible, with both parties, although 
a body oTf their troops a£led in conjunftion with the French. 

This year Adrian the fixth, who fucceeded Leo in the pon- A. D. 
tificate, laboured with all his might to bring about a truce * 5 ^ 3 * 
for three years among the chriftian potentates. The great 
progrefs of the Turks in Hungary^ as well as their conqueft of 
the iffand of Rhodes^ gave his holinefs great apprehenfions 
about the fate of Italy. Charles Lennoy^ his intimate friend 
and viceroy of Naples^ perfuaded him that Francis alone op- 
pofed his pious defigns $ and the emperor and king of JEng~ 
land had filled him with notions of the great authority and 
power of the head of the church. Flattered with thefe hopes, 

Adrian publilhcd a bull, by which, in virtue of the power de- 
legated to him by the Almighty, he ordered all chriftian 
princes and ftates to obferve a truce of three years, under the 
penalty of interdiction and excommunication. Francis.^ pay- 
ing no regard to the facred mandate, and continuing his pre- 
parations againft Italy^ the pope joined in the new formed . , . 
league againft this monarch, and omitted nothing to gainj^^^^?. 
the Venetians. New envoys were every week coming 
Cherries, with different propofals and terms. Afl '»laft the af- 
Tair was debated in the fenate with grdat w^armth, fomead-^^^/^ 
vifing to embrace the emperor’s party and the league, others France, 
to continue their alliance with Francis^ a prince of valour 
equal to his power The fenate w&uld feem to be divided 

^ Memoire deBallai. 1 . 2, Brlcar. 1 . 17. Paruta, ibid. 
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into two factions ; one in favour of Francis^ headed Iff Andrea . 
GriV//, a man of great authority and merit; the other by Georgia 
Cernarij no lefs rcfpefled for his prudence and wifcrom than 
his opponent. Thefe two noblemen fupported their different 
fiyitiments with great vehemence and warmth, each producing 
fo many ftrong and fpecious arguments as rendered it next to 
impraaicable to decide upon their merit. The arrival of the 
bilhop of Bayeuxy ambaflador from Francis, and of an envoy 
from the eighth, ftill more, if polTible, perplexed their 
deliberations. The Arif intreated they would fufpendttheir de* 
termination, until the arrival of the French zxmy, which he 
aflerted would enter Italy in lefs than a month. This was 
reafon enough for the Englijh and imperial miniflers the more 
prellingly to folicit them to an immediate refo^ution A though 
at the fame time they pretended to disbelieve the; afbertion of 
the French ambaflador, under the notion that Francis could 
fpare no fuch army at a time when his own kingdom was in 
danger. 

ne final At length, by the intrigues of Charles, of Adrian, and 
refiJution the Englijh ambafladors, a perpetual peace and alliance be- 
$f thefe* tween the emperor, Ferdinand, the archduke of Aujiria, and 
naity and Francis Sforza, AmVc of Milan, on the one hand, and there- 
eonclufion public of Fenice on the other, was concluded. The condi- 
lions were, that the fenate fliould fend, if ncceflary, twelve 
wth the jjundred horfe and fix thoufand foot for the proteftion of the 
t^peror, Milanefe ; that they fhould have the fame number ready to 
oppofe the invafion of Naples by any chriflian potentate: 
that Charles (hould provide an equal number of forces for the 
defence of the Venetian dominions againft all enemies without 
diflin£tion : thaf the republic (hould, in the term of eight 
' years, pay to the archduke the fum of two hundred thoufand 
ducats, as an indemnification of former lodes ; that the re- 
public (hould poflefs all her cities, towns, forts, and territo- 
ries on the continent, with the fame jurifdiftion, power, 
and authority, as at the figning of this treaty : that all perfons 
baniflied their country, and gvpelled the fenate for having en- 
gaged in the emperor’s caufe, fliould be recalled and rein- 
Sated in they;.- former poffeflions ; and that befides, they 
(hould for life enjoy an annual penfion of five thoufand ducsTtsj 
in recornpence of their fufferings (A). The pope and Henry 
the eighth were guaiantees of this treaty, and the kings of 

I 

(A) As the Venetians were in to run the hazard of offending 
treaty with Sclyman^ and from him by having liis name men- 
thence drew very extraordinary tioned in this new treaty of al- 
advantages, they didnotchufe liancc. HiJ},Mcd,L 13. 
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Poland Hungary^ Poriugal^^ the duke of Savoys with a num- 
ber of petty princes, were admitted as aflfociates ^ 

No^fooner was the treaty concluded than the republic fent 
an ambafly to the emperor, to compliment him on the occa* 
fion. Their next meafure was to provide a general to con- 
duft the intended armaments. Trivulcio was fuppofcd*too 
much attached to the French intereft ; yet as he had always 
behaved with a fcrupulous regard to honour, it required 
fome delicacy to difmifs him without giving offence. It was 
theref'te pse^ofed, that a penfion of three thoufand ducats 
fhould be fettled on him for his fupport as a private citizen, 
on prefumption he would not chufe to draw his fword againft 
his king and country. The terms were ofFered, but rejedlcd 
by 7 ri|?«/«^,%who preferred returning mlo ^ Prance. In his 
room,Hhe fenate appointed Prancifeo Maria^ duke of Vrbinij 
commander in chief of all their forces Such a change in 
;the policy of the fenate made moft people imagine, that 
FranciSp deprived of fo powerful an ally, would forbear his 
intendfd expedition. Inftead of which, he, undaunted by 
the league, remained firm in his refolution, and made greater 
preparations than before for the execution. The conftable 
of Bourbonh defedlion fomewhat retarded his operations ; but 
upon his flight every thing went on for the march of the 
army. However, the king contented himfelf with fending 
Bonivet with the troops, amounting to twenty thoufand horfe 
and foot. 

BONIVET pafled the Alps in the end of Augujly or be- 
ginning of September this year ; and coming to the frontiers of 
the Milanefcy foon reduced Novarra and all the country on 
the farther fide of the xhtx Mejin. Profpero Colonna had ne- 
gle£led to fortify and garrifon the places of moft importance, 
not imagining ih2it Francisy who had fo many enemies to 
combat in his own dominions, could fpare an army to Italy, 
But finding his conjedlure falfe, he was compelled to retire 
in great diforder to Milan. He had but five thoufand men ; 
a body infufEcient to defend fo large and ill-fortified a city. 
Experience, however, had taught him, that he was not to con- 
clude what an enemy would do from what he himfelf, in their 
circumftances, might think convenient : inftead therefore of 
abandoning the dutchy, he began with all diligence to repair 
^his former error, thinking it time enough to retire when the 
enemy made him unable longer to (cfift 


^ Parut. ibid. Fuc.L 
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Had Bmivft marched direi^ly to Mtlem^ without waiting 
to reduce the country as he proceeded, the gates would have 
been opened; but he injudicioufly efteemed a day ntore or 
lefs of little confequence. Thus he loft four or five days, 
which afforded Colonna time to put the capital in a ftate of 
defence. The republic, having notice of their approach, or- 
dered their army to affemble on the banks of the Oglio : they 
alfo reinforced the garrifons of Crema and Bergamoj fending a 
body of troops likewife to join Colonna. When Bonivet came 
before Milan^ he found the city fo well prepared a de- 
fence, that without attempting to form the fiege, he took the 
refolution of encamping at Chiarabalby to cut off the convoys 
from the allied army ; but his meafures were fo ill concerted, 
that, after perfifting in the defign till the end pf Noi^mber^ 
he was forced to remove at a greater diftance, his armi being 
in want of provifion and forage • v 

BONIVET^ unfuccefsful here, found means, however, 
to take Monzat Lodi, and to relieve the city* of Cremona^ 
which was in great diftrefs, the city being in the hands pf the 
Imperialifts. The Milanois and Germans, apprehending that 
Bonivet might lay fiege to Cremona, prefTed the fenate to or- 
der their army into the Cremonefe ; but they chofe to refer the 
whole to the diferetion of the general. Francifeo Maria, un- 
willing to endanger the army committed to his care, en- 
camped between Romano and Martinenga, with which, the 
Imperialifts were dilfatisfied. Some reports of a fecret treaty 
between the imperial and French monarchs, gave birth to the 
cautious meafures of the Veneiiatis, who were apprehenfive of 
entering upon boftilities and wafting their troops, while it was 
doubtful whether an alliance, planned for their deftrudlion, 
might not be in agitation : their general, therefore, kept 
aloof, until the ftorms which threatened the republic were 
difpelled ; and the fenate ufed the utmoft diligence in forming 
new levies, and preparing againft the doubtful events of for- 
tune, and policy of the imperial and French councils 

During this ftate of affairs and fufpence of adlion, from 
the mutual jealoufy and diftruft ^f the parties, as well as the 
approach of winter, pope Adrian the fixth died on the four- 
teenth of September, A. 1523. His death was a fatal ftroke 
to the confederacy, depriving it not only of the pontifical au- 
thority, but of large pecuniary fupplies. Julius de Medicis, 
who was chofen in his ftead, bv the name of Clement the fe- 
venth, aflumed a conduct* totally different from that of his 

* Capei^^la. Hift. Med. 1 . 3. ^ Paruta. 1 . 6. 
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predcccpbr. This prelate, perfe£Uy acquainted with public 
affairs, obferved that Adrian had too eafily acknowledged the 
weakn^ls and fallibility of the church ; a practice contrary 
to the politics of former popes, who never affentcd to the re- 
formation of abufes, but to obtain fome very important objedl. 
Charles had incurred the difpleaiiire of many of the princes 
of the empire, by making too great conceflions to the court 
of Rome \ yet would t\o\ Clement renew the truce his prede- 
ccflbr had m^ade with the head of the empire. He gave the 
empero^ito underffand, that his intention was to obferve a 
firidt neutrality ; nor muff: his imperial majeily refent this 
condudi, which rcfulted from his fenfe of the duty of the 
common father of Chrtjiendom ; his deffre of uniting chriftian 
princes*, and pi oppofing the quick growth of the Oihoman 
power % 

Tni'cftndudt of extremely embarrafled the duke 

of Bourbon. The emperor had given him, after his efcape 
from France^ the command of his forces in Italy ; but he fent 
him no^ money for the payment of the troops, nor was it 
poflible for the duke to fatisfy their demands, as neither the 
pope or the republic of Florence iumxih^i their ftipulatcd fub- 
iidies : he found means, however, to draw fome money from 
the inhabitants of Milan ; and at laff he engaged the pope to 
give ^im twenty thoufand ducats, and to ufe his influence 
with the Florentines to remit fifty thoufand crowns, on condi- 
tion that the duke kept the traniaAion a profound fecret 

Mean time the Venetians had appointed eight of their 
chief citizens to compliment Clement on his acccflion to the 
papal dignity. The fenate was fenfible of the importance 
of being on good terms with his holinefs : his abilities were 
unqueftionable, and it was reafonably prefumed that his policy 
would vary in many particulars from that of Adrian. The 
ambaffadors affured the pope* of the republic's eftcem of his 
private as well as public charader ; of their defire of being 
united in intereft with him i and of implicitly following the 
meafures his holinefs would preferibe. They were well re- 
ceived at Rome \ but during their refidence Grimani^ the doge 
died, after having governed for near two years (B), and was 

fucccedcd 

^ Guic. I. 15. Anton, de Vera. Hill, de Charles, p. 124, 
^ Belcar. 1 . 18. 

(B) The government of this perly of his charafler. He is 
prince was too Ihort to afford reprefented by SanjMvo and 
Alliances by which to judge pro- other hiftorians, as a perfon of 
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facceeded hyAfidrtaGrittiiVmiminodlyelt&edoQ account ofhts 
experience in publit; aftairs, and the ability and integrity w^h 
which he had always conducted feveral of the higheft epees \\ 

ANDREA GRirn Doge LXXVIL 

Andrea In this manner condudecj the year 1523. In the begin- 
Gritti, ning of the following, the duke of Bourbon^ having been rein- 

^oge forced with fix thoufand Germans^ and joined at length by 

LXXVir. fome Venetians^ put himfelf in motion, at the head of thirty 
■A* D. thouiand men. Bonivet^ the French general, was noifc* in his 
* 5 ^ 4 * turn greatly perplexed how to aft : he had but twenty thou- 
fand men, and no money, which was a circumftance com- 
mon to both fides. He had, indeed, engaged ten thoufand 
&wifi and five thoufand Grifo'm ; but could derive n^ great 
advantage from auxiliaries, whofe courage was pr9pAtioned 
to the fubfidy received. In this conjunfture he refolved to 
give battle to the Imperialifts, before they becapie acquainted 
with his fituation ; but the duke of Bourbon wifely declined 
an aftion, though he was fuperior in number, determining 
either to famifh or difpcrfe Bonivet's army by procraftina- 
tion 

In the mean time the Imperialifts recovered Vercellty by 
means of a fecret corre/pondence with the chief of the 

Gibelline faftion. Bonivet^ finding himfelf almoft furround- 
cd, had thoughts of retiring; but was prevented by Renca de 
Ceri^ who promifed to bring him five thoufand Grtfons, The 
imperial general, receiving intelligence of their march, fent 
Jeande Medicis with three hundred lances, fix hundred chofen 
horfe, and feven thoufand foot, to intercept the detachment p ; 
and he fo harralTed the Grtfons with perpetual fkirmifhes be- 
fore they reached Gravina^ that, finding no French efcort or 
money on their arrival, they returned home, giving Jean de 
Medicis a promife not to attempt any thing, unlefs they were 
purfued. Bourbon^ being informed of this fuccefs, wrote to 
Medicis to invert Biivyrajfo^ the only town the French now held 
upon the Thsftn. Medicis^ after deftroying the bridge which 
Bonivet had thrown over that river, attacked the town defended 

" Paruta, 1 . 5. ® Guic. 1 . 15. Capella. 1 . 3. 
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great prudence, gravity,^ and though we cannot venture to 
experience in public affairs. He aferibe to him ail the virtues 
was buried with great pomp, mentioned in a profeffed patie- 
and nn elaborate oration was gyric. 
pronounced on the occafion; 
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by one thoufand Italians^ and took it in four hours : here he Medicis 
found ff)me rich booty, of which the French had pillaged the takes Bia- 
Milanois. Bonivefs meafures being entirely difconcerted by grafTo. 
jthe fudeefs of the enemy, be returned to Novara^ to facili- 
tate his junction with ten thoufand Swifi then on their march. 

BcurboHj to prevent his junfiion, encamped between Vercelli 
and the French^ which motion obliged Bonivet to advance to 
Remagnano^ where he threw a bridge of boats over the Sec^ 
chia^ and croflfed without oppofition. The next night he 
joined the Swifs^ who charg^ him with a breach of promife^ 
not oni^ refufing to a£l in conjunfiion with him before their 
fubfidy was paid, but drawing ofF others of their countrymen, c v 
by their difaffeflion Alarmed with this accident, Bonivet 
thought of nothing but repairing the Alps^ and getting clear of Bonivet. 
Italy. &The Imperialifts ftuck clofe tp his rear, and charged 
him Wyh great vigour. Bonivet being wounded was carried off la 

off the md, the chavalier Bayard commanding in his room, French 
and refilling the enemy with great intrepidity, until he loft defeated. 
his life. After this adlion the Imperialifts laid liege to 

•Bujft AAmboife commanded, and had it foon delivered 
to them by capitulation. The Venetians bore no lhare either 
in the purfuit or fiege, the proveditor refufing to exceed the 
.articles of the treaty, faying, that the fenate bad engaged 
only for the defence of the Milaneji. Solynian^s great prepa* 
rations, his ambitious fpirit, together with the pope’s eqiiivo* 
cal conduct, made the fenate refolve upon keeping as much 
aloof as was confident with the terms of their engagement 
with the emperor. It was apparent that, either for fear of the 
power of Francis j or diftruft of the emperor, Clement^ ever 
fince his acceffion, inclined to the French intereft. Though 
the republic had no doubt of the pontiff’s intentions, yet not 
caring to quit the emperor’s alliance before they were aifured 
of the friendfliip of the French monarch, they kept their ^my 
in a (late of inaAion, waiting the ilTue of the duke de Bour^ 
holds expedition into Provence. The fruitltfinefs of this 
feheme, and the fudden march of Francis into Italy,^ his lay- 
ing fiege to Peruia^ and at the fame time, by another army, 
invading the kingdom of Naples^ threw the republic into great 
perplexity. Both fides folicited her friendfliip : (he was al- 
ready in treaty with the emperor ; but the Venetian forces in 
Italy were too weak to protc£l the Mtlanefe^ much lefs their 
own dominions, if, by ber adherence to her engagements, the 
republic fliould incur the refentment of Francis. In Ihort, thft 
fenate entrufted the direflion of their affairs to Clement^ who 
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Secretly concluded a treaty between Francis and the Vine-- 
tians ^ 

. By thefe temporizing tneafures, and political balancing, the 
fenate procured fome advantages, but little honour to^hc re- 
public. The Venetian army ftill continued inactive : their in- 
tentions were not known to the duke de Bourbon \ fo little, in- 
deed, that he was foHciting the fenate to fend the army to his 
relief, as he was retiring before Francis : nor was the fenate 
well determined whether they (hould not comply with his re- 
queft at the very time when they had concluded a treaty with 
the enemy. In the battle which foon after enfued aV Pavia^ 
we do not find that the Venetians had any (hare (C) on either 
fide, or that their forces were at all prefent. 

A* D. The viftory at Pavia filled with confternation and fear all 
152J. the ftates not in alliance with the emperor: ‘Upon 'his the 
Veneuans Venetians propofed to Clement the forming a leagpepgainft 
in treaty the power of this monarch, who, by his viflorioiis army, 
nvitb both might foon render himfelf m^fter of tXX Italy ^ but, during 
the emperor their negociations with his holinefs, the fenate thought it ad- 
. ^ran- vifeable to tamper with the emperor, and prevent an open rup- ^ 
ture with that monarch before they were in a condition to re- 
fift his power : for this purpofe, Lorenzo Priuli and Andrea 
Novagiaro^ were fent to congratulate him upon his vidlory, and 
to excufe their delay in not fending forces to join his army. 
Mean time a treaty ofFenfive and defenfive was concluded be- 
tween the pope, the Venetians^ Francis Sforza^ and Pefcara^ 
who foon after treachcroully revealed the whole to the empe- 
ror. Moron appeared in behalf of Sforza^ Montiban repre^ 
(ented his holinefs, and Santi had full powers to tranfadt the 
affairs of the Venetians. The contents of the treaty were an 

Paeut. L 5, Guic. ibid. Fouc. d. 5. I. 6. Hiff. citat. 

ibid. 


(C) It would occafion repe- 
titions were We here to give the 
progrefs of this campaign, which 
will more properly he treated 
elfewhere. Sufficient it is, that, 
previous to the fiege of Paviay 
Francis (defired that the treaty 
with the pope and Venetians 
might be made public, which 
the former refufed. The hifto- 
rians of the republic affirm tliat 
the fenate aifented to this re- 
q^ueft y but no wh^rc do we find 


confequcnces of their afient any 
way advantageous to Francis. 
The fiege of Pavia was con- 
ducted folely by French troops, 
and the battle which followed, 
whcfein that monarch was made 
prifoner by the Imperialifts, was 
unfortunate chiefly on account 
of his inferiority. In (hort, to 
the irrefolute conduA of the re- 
public may be aferibed the mis- 
fortunes of that hero, and the 
AiC(efs of the emperor. 

alliance 
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jJliance to expel the Imperialifts out of Itafy^ to which the uebt^ 
French ^ere invited to accede : it was llipulated that the t-wfxtth^ 
marquis of Pefcara Ihould be placed at the head of this alliance, 
and fhAuld leparate bimfelf with all convenient expedition netians, 
from the imperial forces, in order to opprefs them the more Pefcara, 
eafily, if they refufed to affift him in the conqueft of Naples ». tf»ySfor- 

It was foon after that Pefcara^ imagining he might drSw za againjl 
confiderablc advantages from fo important a difeovery, font 
bis chief confident Cajlallo to the emperor, to acquaint him 
with the whole tranfadion, and to afTure Charles^ that he had 
no othe* defign in becoming a confederate in the alliance, 
than to procure the more certain intelligence. Charles wrote 
him back, to continue the corrcfpondence with the Vene- 
tians^ the pope, and Moron ; but a few days after returned 
Cajlallo^ witb orders to feize on the chancellor, and employ 
all me^^s for the immediate redudlion of Milan. The orders 
were punSually executed, and Moron imprifoned in the ci- 
tadel o( Paviq on the fourteenth of O^ober ; a circumftance 
which entirely difconcerted the Venetiansy who now found 
themfeWes expofed to the emperor’s refentmtnt, without be- 
ing able to rely on the conftancy of the pontiff. Pefcara de- 
manded, that Milany Crernonay and all the places fituated on 
the Acldoy fliould be delivered to the emperor : to which 
Sforzay who was then ill of a fever, agreed, excepting Mi- 
lan and Cremona ; which, he faid, he could not furrender but 
to his imperial majefty in perfon. He added, that Moron 
had taken upon him to negotiate this alliance upon his own 
authority. Pefcaray upon this anfwer, threw off the mask ; 
convoked the eftates of the Milanefe ; accufed Sforza of high ^^peror 
treafon ; and obliged the inhabitants of the dutchy to take an-^^’^ 
oath of allegiance to the emperor. He even laid fiege to the ^hedutcly 
citadel of Crernonay and invefted the ci^ of Milan, ^ Milan. 

The Venetians were no lefs embarrafled than the pope .and 
Francis Sforza. Martin Caraccioliy ambaflador of Charles the 
fifth at Venicey was then negotiating a peace, or rather an 
alliance between his mafier and the republic. By ac- 
cepting the terms offered, the fenate forefaw their liberty 
would be in imminent danger ; and by rejefting them, their 
territories on the continent would be expofed to all the hor- 
rors of war, as foon as Milan and Cremona were reduced. 

Lefs timid, and more penetrating than Clementy they told 6 V 
raccioliy that the late league was formed with no other pur- 
pofe than to reiriftatc Sforza in his jlominions : that it was 
evident the emperor had no intention to accede to it, becaufe 

^ I*ARUTA. 1. c. Gu ICC. 1. 16 . Fug. d. 5 . 1. 6 . 
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he deprived that prince of his dominions: that thejr^jcpuld 
think of no alliance With his majefty before Sjfirza^wzs* re? 
ftored } and however great their refped was for the emperor, 
it was ftill greater for truth, fidelity, and their promise. Had 
Clement the feventh given an equal proof of his conftancy, 
the emperor would have been greatly perplexed how to ad ; 
bift his holinefs, defirous of (hewing his refined policy, fell 
into the fame fnare in which he had been lately taken. Sal^ 
veari^ his legate in Spain^ was negotiating with CharleSy at 
the fame time that another of his minifiers was treating with 
France and the republic, to engage them in an ' alliance 
againd that monarch. Clement attended with impatience for 
the iflue of the legate’s intrigues ; and he had fixed the day 
for figning the treaty with the French and Venetians^ when he 
received intelligence that his other legate had ^^conclpded af- 
fairs 2 Lt Madrid the emperor having agreed to the 

duke of Ferrara to reftore Reggio and Rubiera to the holy fee/ 
Notwithftanding this, upon Francis'^ refufal to ratify the op- 
preiTive treaty of Madrid^ by which he was fet at liberty, the 
pope was no leie ea^er than the Venetians to congratulate him 
on his return to his kingdom. He even commillioned his 
legate to conclude an alliance with Francis^ the Venetians^ 
and Sforza^ againft the emperor 

Onje does not know what to make of the politics of Rome 
and Venice during this period. Clement and the republic *wcre 
every month changing lides, forming new fchemes, and en- 
tering into new engagements, which they never executed ; 
they perceived that whether or Charles became fuperior, 
their power muft fink in proportion to the encreafed influence 
of either of thofe monarchs in Italy, As their condudl, there- 
fore, depended upon conjundlures, the event of a battle or 
treaty between thofe great rivals, it was neceflarily unfteady, 
fickle, and changeable. Two things contributed to haften the 
conclufion of this league with Ftancis : the firft was, that the 
citadel of Milan^ which the Imperialitts were then belieging, 
mud foon furrender without reinforcements, which neither 
his holinefs or the fenate would venture to fend, until they 
were allured of the afliftance of the French monarch : the 
other was, that Francis imagined the equivalent of two 
millions for the dutchy of Burgundy,^ which he oflFered the emi- 
peror, would have more weight after the publication of this 
alliance. Certain it is, that he figned the treaty of Cognac 
with this view chiefly. ^ 

* Anton de Vera. Hilt, de Chiles, p, 130. ^ Anton 
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MONCADAy the emperor^s ambalTador at Rome^ laboured 
with great diligence to detach his holinefs and the republic 
from Francis ; but the fenate kept Clement firm to his engage- 
ments : and as for themfelves, they told the ambaflador, that 
when his imperial majefty was inclined to treat of peace upon 
reafonable terms, he would always find the republic well dif- 
pofed to an union ; but that it became his imperial majefty fo 
declare his ferious intentions by aflions rather than mere pro- 
feflions ; that if he would raife the fiege of MUan^ reinftate 
Sforza ipp his dominions, and perform the articles of their laft 
contrail: with him, it would then be proper time to talk of 
laying down arms, and the tranquility of Itafy. Moncadd*s 
anfwcr being couched in general terms, it was evident that 
Charles had nothing lefs in view than to accede to thofc pro- 
pofals. If The confederates in the meantime fent an ambafly 
to EnglSiA^ to. invite that monarch into the league, or at 
leaft to ufe his influence with the emperor to releafe the hof- 
tages given by Francis^ and renounce the article of the treaty 
of Madrid^ which regarded Burgundyy for a valuable confi- 
deration^. 

Before the event of his ambafly was known, the league 
was publiflied ; and the Venetians fent into the field an ar- 
my of ten thoufand foot, nine hundred lances, and eight 
hundred light horfe, taking at the fame time a flrong body 
of Siuifs into the pay of the republic. Upon the jundtion of 
this army with the Swtfs^ it was determined to undertake 
the relief of Milan^ while the marquis of Salujfcsy with one 
thoufand French infantry, and a proportionable number of 
cavalry, was to lay fiege to Navarra and Alexandria, A gene- 
ral rendezvous was appointed at Chiariy from whence the ar- 
my was to march as conjundlurcs might require. 

While the army was getting ready, Malatejle Baillony with Venetians 
a detachment of Venetiansy entered upon ad):ion, having Lodi, 
found means to feize upon Lodiy although defended by a 
numerous garrifon, and provided with all the neceflfaries to 
fuftain a fiege. Immediately upon this fuccefe, the whole ar- 
my, eroding thePi 7 , joined the pope’s forces, and marched 
towards Milan, The city was in the hands of the Imperi- 
alifts ; but the exorbitant contributions they had raifed for the 
fupport of the army, had fo alienated the minds of the ci- 
tizens, that the duke d* Urbiniy who commanded the Vene- 
tiansy had no doubt of an infurreflion in his favour. Milan 
was accordingly invefted, and tl»e fiege carried on with 
great vigour, when TJrbini received intelligence that the duke 

^ Paruta.1. 5 . Gvicc. 1. 16 . 
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de Bourhon bad thrown himfelf, with a confiderable reinforce- 
menti into the city; that he ha<} brought monejf for the 
payment of the troops ; and that the Imperialifts were aflem- 
bling a powerful army * (D). After weighing circunftlances, 

* Parut. ibid. Foug. d. 5 . 1. 6 . 

the 


(D) It muft be obferved, that 
BailMs fuccefs at Lodiy was 
fufficient to reduce all the other 
towns of the Milanefey had the 
Italians either conduA or cou- 
rage to purftie the advantage. 
This city opened a paflage more 
commodious than the river Ad’ 
da ; it prevented the emperor’s 
troops horn all communication 
with the garrifon of Cremonay 
and from ravaging the Parmefan 
apd Placenihiy and furnilhed the 
confederates with fupplies from 
the fertile country of Milarty as 
far as the gates of the capital. 
Had Vrhini marched direftly 
thither, he would have foiled 
all the vigilance of Le<v}y the 
governor. That general had 
under him but three hundred 
lances, three thoufand Germans y 
and five thoufand Spaniards ; an 
army infufficient to curry on the 
fiege of the citadel, to reftrain 
the citizens, extremely incenfed 
againft the Imperialifts, and de- 
fend themfclves againft afupe- 
rior army. But the duke d' 
Urhiniy overlooking thofe advan- 
tages, declared he would not 
inveft Milan, until he was joined 
by a body cI,S*wifsy to fupport 
the fhock of the enemy’s in- 
fantry. The pope’s officers re- 
raonftrated in vain, that the 
opportunity would be loft ; 
that Le^e would receive fuc- 
cours ; that they could not fally 
out, for fear of being attacked in 
the rear by the garrilon of the ci- 
udeKwitii eve*; other argumeiit 


that could poiTtbly engage him 
in the undertaking : but he per- 
fifted in his refolutioll to run 
no hazards ; and the officers 
of the holy fee were compelled 
to defift, the pope having fub- 
je£ted them to t)^ authority of 
the duke. Thus the far occa-^ 
lion elapfed without an at-* 
tempt made, when two hun- 
dred of the citadel garrifon 
made their way fword in hand 
through the lines of the Impe- 
rialifts, and acquainted the ar- 
my, that the citadel was at the 
laft extremity, they having 
made their efcape for want of 
provifions. This at length de- 
termined the duke to advance 
within a league of the city, 
where he was joined by a body 
of S^ijs. He then called a 
council of war, to deliberate on 
which fide he fhould make the 
attack ; but during the fitting of 
the council, the duke of Bour-. 
bon reinforced Lenje with eight 
hundred Spaniards y and a mm 
of money. The next day C/r- 
bini planted a battery againft 
the Roman gate of the city ; 
and the fiege was going on 
briskly, when the mcceeding 
night the Imperialifts made a 
furious Tally upon his artillery ; 
but after a warm diijpute were 
repaired. Upon this it was that 
the .duke d^ JJrbini refolved to 
raife the fiege, as if he had ac- 
tually been defeated, and had 
loft his artillery. When the 
retreat was founded, Guiedardiny 

au 
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the duke^ determined to raife the fiege ; which he did ac- 
cordingly, ^retiring unmolefted to Marignan. The fenate had 
conceivejl great expeflatioiis from this enterprizc ; now they 
were chagrined upon the retreat of the army. The duke 
d* Urbini fent Lodovico Gonzaga to juflify himfelf at Venice ; 
and his reafons appeared fo convincing, that the fenate 
perfeftly fatisfied with his conduft. But the cafe was other- 
wife with the pope, who greatly refented not only this parti- 
cular action, but the general behaviour of the duke. His ho- 
linefs wa« outrageous that his officers fhould be fo intirely 
negle£fed by Urbini^ and never confulted upon affairs of the 
greateft moment. To appeafe Clement^ and prevent divifions 
in the army, the fenate ordered Urbini^ for the future, to hold 
a council with^the pope^s chief officers, particularly his gene- 
ral Franf^co Guicciardini^ and to undertake nothing without 
his concurrflice y. 

At this time a fleet was equipped to annoy, in conjunc- Tbe confe- 
tion with the pbpe^s gallies, the coafts of the enemy. Di- derates 
vers propofals were made concerning the courfe they ihould ^ 
fteer, and their firfl: effort. The pope urged the fleet’s failing 
to Apulia^ to fruftrate the defigns of the ColoneJft>t who had there 
affembled an army. Francis and the Venetians in a con- 
trary opinion, imagining an attack upon Genoa of more con- 
fequence to the common caufe. As Francis agreed to ftrengthen 
this armament by a powerful fquadron, the admiral was ap- 
pointed by his recommendation, and Pedro Navaro made com- 
mander of the combined fleet. After various delays on the fide 
of Francisy and fufpicions on that of the pope and republic, at 
length Armiero the proveditor failed from Corfu with thirteen 
gallies to TerachiOy where he met with Dona] and eleven of 
the pope’s gallies. Hence they proceeded to Leghorny where 

* y Parut. 1. 5. Guicc. 1. 19. 


ail officer in the pope’s fervice, 
ran to his tent, and told him, 
the confederates would for ever 
Jofe their reputation if they re- 
tired for fo flight a caufe, cfpe- 
cially as the enemy were re- 
pulfed: he faid, the confe- 
quence of a retreat- would be 
the iipmediate furrender of the 
citadel. But he was anfwered 
coldly by the duke, that it was 
a general’s duty to be careful 
ot the arsiy committed to hjs 


charge, and to place it beyond 
the reach of danger. Jean de 
MedictSy however, did not de- 
camp before funfet. He com- 
manded the pope’s ^ infantrj^ 
and had once thoughts of con- 
tinuing the fiege ; but finding 
his force too fmall, he retreated 
with drums beating, without be- 
ing purfued oy the Imperialifls. 
Giiicc, /. 17. Heuter. /. 5. r. 6. 
Spond»adAn, 1526. No. 7. 8. 

they 
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they joined Pedro with four French galleons and fisteen light 
gallies : here it was determined to reduce Genoa under the 
fubiedlion of France^ for the benefit of the confederacy : 
firft they failed to Porto Veneriy which, with all the other 
towns to Moneco^ they foon reduced. The fleet divided, the 
Venetian and pope’s gallies fleering to Porto FinOy and Pedro 
Navaroy with the French fquadron, to Savonoy which imme- 
Block up diately iurrendered. Their firft defign was to prevent fuc- 
Genoa. cours by Tea from being fent to Genoa y knowing the city was 
ill fupplied : by this means they expecSed foon 'io compel 
the inhabitants to accept an eafy capitulation. In all proba- 
bility the admirals muft have fucceeded, fo well had they 
taken their meafures, had not jealoufies among themfelves 
arifen : Navaro accufed Doria of treachery, and permitting 
(hips laden with provifions to enter the city ; and ^oria en- 
vied the’ fuperiority given Navaro, Genoa likewife received 
fmall fuccdurs from the continent, but nothing equal to the 
exigencies of Ifhe city. For their fecurity towards the fea, the 
inhabitants had flatioiied fome large mips with heavy artil- 
lery at the mouth of the harbour : befides thefe, they gave 
Guiftiniani the command of fix light gallies, to (kirmifli with 
the confederate fleet, within reach of the cannon of the larger 
(hips, in order to divert their attention from the expefted con- 
7he forces voys. The confederate troops being landed, the city was in- 
landedy vefled on all Tides, and the batteries played with great fury 
md the ci- on the walls. I'o fecure themfelves from the attacks of the 
tjt iwuejled, peafants from without, Navaro ordered a trench to be formed 
round the camp. The garrifon, finding itfelf thus cooped 
up, determined upon making a Tally ; but the confederates, 
having intelligence or fufpicion of their defign, landed Doria 
and Grirnaniy with eight hundred more troops and fome 
pieces of artillery : befides, their light gallies were drawn 
up along (hore in fuch a manner, as to bring their cannon to 
bear on the garrifon, if they fiirred. However, without being 
difeouraged, the Genoefe made a vigorous Tally, and were 
bravely received : the combat continued obftinate for fome 
time, when at length the befieged were driven back wjtl^in 
their walls with great lofs*. Norwithflanding this defeat, the 
count Gabriel Mariinenga bravcly defended the city, until the 
following year, when Lautrec fent Cafar Fregofuy with a ftrong 
reinforcement to the beficgers, which obliged the count to 
furiender. Martincngay captain general of xhtGenoefty was 
made prifoncr, Theodore^Trivulcio appointed governor in the 

* Ibid, etiam Foh£t. Hid. Gen. 1 . 12. 
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name o( the Fnnch king, and the citadel, into which Ad^rni 
Che doge had retired, was furrendered a few days after ^ 

time the retreat of the duke iUrhini with the con- 
federate army was attended by the furrender of the citadel of 
Milan^ three days after Sforza had obtained terms more reafon- 
able and eafy than he could expert, confidering the conditioi^of 
the garrifon at the time he figned the capituliition : he was in 
want of ammunition, provifion, and men, while thofe that re- 
mained were quite exhaufted and fpent with the tedioufnefs of 
the Hege. The pope had alfo been unfortunate in his defign '* 
upon Sienna : but befides the retreat of Urbinij and the ill 
fuccefs of the enterprize agaigft Sienna^ two other circun>- 
fiances contributed to difappoint the hopes, and reverfe the for- 
mer fuccefi qf the confederates : the one was the difturbances 
excited, by the Colonni at Rome. Clement the feventh, by the 
of Moncada^ the imperial minifter, had been re- 
conciled to this family, having confented to an interview with 
Vefpajian Colofma^ for this purpofe. An agreement was flgned» 
in whi(h the pope engaged, for .certain confiderations fpeci- 
fied, to prote<^ them againfl; their rivals the TJrftni : but 
about a month after, Vejpajian permited his coufin, the cardi- 
nal Colonniy to advance with eight hundred borfe and three 
thoufand foot, and take polTeffion of three of the gates of 
the. city. Clement had only time to retire to the caftle of St. 
Angelo-^ upon which Moncada^ who was privy to the deilgn 
of the Colonni^ went to him, and after reprefenting his dan- 
ger, advifed him to a truce for four months with the empe- 
ror, to which the other confederates might accede if they 
pleafed. No fooner was this truce figned, than Clement re- 
tralled his troops under the duke d* Urbini ; which greatly di- 
miniihed his ftrength, and gave the firft fatal blow to the 
confederacy Another caufe of its decline was the arrival 
of George Fronfpergy with a body of four thoufand Lanfque- 
netSy levied at his own expence in Germany. This corps the 
archduke Ferdinand ]omcd with a confiderable corps of cavalry: 
Fronfpergy at their head, paflfed the mountains odrenty and ar- 
rived in the Mantuany in fpite of all the oppofition made by 
the Venetians. But before we mention this expedition, it may 
be proper to fpeak of the motions of the Venetian army after 
the retreat from Milany and taking of Monza. 

Duke d* Urbini had taken the refolution to return once 
more for the relief of the citadel, when intelligence was re- 
' ceived of its furrender. Upon thfs he turned his thoughts 
to the fiege of Cremona ; to inveft which city he fent a ftrong 

^ Parut. 1. c, ^ Guicc. 1. 17. 
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detachment under BailUn^ who acquitted himfelF ib^well at’ 
Lodi. Baillon found the city fortified with. a double trench^ 
and well provided ; neverthelefs, he invefted it with ^reat di- 
ligence and vigour : but finding his troops unequal to the un* 
dertaking, he fent ioUrbinifox a reinforcement of infant^, 
which was complied with. After the fiege had continued for 
fome days, the duke grew impatient about the confequences : 
he knew how much a fecond difappointment of this nature 
would prejudice his reputation and hurt the caufe, and there- 
fore refolved to direft the fiege in perfon. Leaving, the Ve- 
netian cavalry, and the Swifs to the number of thirteen thou- 
fand,' to proceed to Milariy he marched with all the Venetian 
infantry to Cremona : his batteries played with great fury for 
feveral days, but without effedling a breach, u^on which he 
determined to undermine the walls : by this means^ feveral 
large breaches were made, which be ftormed with f6 much 
fuccefs, that the garrifon hung out a flag of truce, and the 
city was furrendered upon moderate conditions 

Notwithstanding this fuccefs, the above circum- 
flances weighed down the balance againft the republic : Ur- 
hinfs army was much diminifhed by the retreat of the eccle- 
fiaftical forces, while the duke of Bourbon was in a fair way 
of being greatly flrengthened by the jundion of Fronfperg^ 
Before the truce between Clement and the emperor was con- 
cluded, Fronfperg had arrived in the Mantuan : here ^elin de 
Medicis was detached againft him, who imagining the Lattf- 
queneU had no artillery, approached in reconnoitring them fo 
near, that he was (hot in the knee by a cannon-ball, of which 
he died. After the death of the brave Mcdicisy no one pre- 
fumed to oppofe'the march of the Germans^ who arrived with- 
out farther obftru£lion in the Placcntiny where they joined 
the duke of Bourbon. 

On this jundlion the duke propofed going direfliy to Milariy 
to prevent the defigns of Urbini ; but Fronfperg anfwered 
fiercely, that the Germans would not move an inch farther 
till their fubfidy was payed : to appeafe him Bourbon was un- 
der the nccellity of coining the church-plate, and putting the 
rich inhabitants to the torture to extort their money. After 
this he proceeded on his march ; but as he made feveral' 
turnings from the direct road, the pope began to entertain 
apprehenfions left he might enter the territories of the holy 
fee, or ftrike off towards Bologna^ and from thence to Tufeany, 
With thefe fufpicions he requefted the fenate that they would 
order Urbini to crofs the Po with all expedition, to fecure 


Heuter. 1. g. Guicc, ct Parut. 
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,Tufcany and the ecclefiaftical territory ; but as the fenate was 
under fcjbje fears for their own dominions, they did not chufe 
to comply wholly with his deiire : yet, willing to give his 
holinefs^ all the fatisfadion they could confiftently with their 
own fafety, Lodovico Pifani was fent with a ftrong detachment 
for the defence of the pope’s dominions ; the marquis^of 
luffii with the French and Swifs followed, after which Vitturi 
the proveditor crofl'ed the Po with the reft of the army- To pre- 
vent the Florentines from entering into precipitate meafures out 
of dread of an enemy who Teemed ready to fall upon Tufeany^ ^ 
the fenafe fent Marco Fofeari to acquaint that republic with 
the fteps taken for their fecurity, and to keep them firm in 
their intereft'*. 

Before we conclude the tranfaftions of this year, wemuft 
take feme notfte of the naval aftairs. A great fleet of forty 
men of \tfaj was fitted out at Carthagena for the relief of Ge- 
noa^ which was reduced to the greateft extremity, and at 
laft taken by Nfvaro before this fleet put to Tea. As intelli- 
gence of the furrender of the city was not yet received in 
Spain^ the viceroy of Naples^ who commanded the arma- 
ment, fleered direfliy forthegulph of Genoa^ where he fell in 7'^^Spa- 
with Navaroj who bravely attacked him with feventeen gallies, nilh fleet 
and obliged him to Iheer off. Towards the end of the engage- defeated by 
ment a ftorm arofe, and foon effefied what Navaro had left Navaro, 
undone; iorxhtSpantJh navy was totally difperfed, and many of and after- 
the Ihips periflied. As only the French fquadron was engaged in 
this rencounter, the council of ten recalled Armiero the Vene-Pf^d^^ ^ 
admiral, for not aflifting ; but he cleared himfelf^®'*'®’ 

to the fatisfadlion of every one, it being impoflible for him 
to beat up againft the wind. The viceroy arrived with a part 
of his fleet in the port of Sienna ; fome veflels got fafe to 
Cayeita, and a few made the ports of Sicily. As they had a 
ftrong body of infantry on board, their arrival in //a/r greatly 
difturbed the Venetians ; but their courage revived on the ar- 
rival of Marco de Cere and Vitelli with the pope’s forces. Pre- 
vious to this, the viceroy, having joined the Cdonefft^ who 
were again in arms, laid liege to Frojjolona : he was batter- 
ing (he town, and ready to give the ailault, when the confe- 
derates arrived opportunely, and obliged him to decamp with 
fuch precipitation, as to fet fire to his magazines. 

So defirous were the confederates of pufhing the good for- 
tune with which the preceding year concluded, that they de- 1^27. 
termined upon the invafion of Naples in the depth of winter, 
amidft extreme cold, and every inconvenience of a rigorous 
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feii(bn. About the end of fanuary, the fenate fent orden to 
Jtugujlino dt Nulla., appointed proveditor in the roqiA of Ar- 
meroj to fail to Civita f^ecchia : here he was to join the pope’s 
fleet, and from thence proceed in concert to Naples. While 
the Venetians were embarking the land forces, the carl of 
Vfiudemont arrived from France^ aod engaged as^ a volunteer 
in the expedition. Renca de Cere^ mean while, entered the 
•Mruzzo with fix thoufand men, where he foon made himfclf 
mafter of Aqutla. Doria failed with part of the fleet to Poz* 
%uolo^ which he attacked with great vigour; but, ^finding a 
ftouter refiftance than he expe£);ed, he abandoned the enter- 
prize, although his fuccefs would have been attended with 
very fignal advantages to the allies, on account of thchatbour 
of Patau ^ When Doria was reinforced he attacked and took 
Siabta^ in Icls than two days, with Corajfa^ and five hun- 
dred men prifoners. On the tenth day after the arjri al of the 
fleet in the gulph of Naples^ Sorrento was ftormed and taken ; 
in confequence of which feveral other fea-port towns and forts 
furrendered without exchanging a blow. 

Now the confederate fleet, meeting with no obftru 61 ion, 
approached fo near the pier of Naples^ that their cannon played 
with fome fuccefs upon the walls. Various opinions were de- 
livered among the officers concerning the expediency of be- 
fieging the capital, fome affirming, that the furrender of JVa- 
pUs would be followed by the reduftion of the whole kingdom. 
No time, they faid, fhould be loft while the city was under 
the confternation their fudden appearance miift have occa- 
fioned, and fo ill provided. Others, on the contrary. Were 
^opinion, that they ought to wait for the arrival of Renca de 
Cerby their forces not being fofficient to inveft fo large a city. 
As to the delay, they (aid, it would be an advantage, fince 
the garrifon was in great want of bread, which alone might 
produce a revolution in their favour, the inhabitants being 
in general difaffefled to a Spanijh government : however, the 
former lentiments prevailing, an herald was fent to fummon 
the city. Moncada^ who commanded for the emperor, inftead 
of yielding to this fummons, marched out with two thoufand 
oot ara five hundred horfe, to obftruft the enemy’s approaches. 
This brought on a (kirmifh to the advantage of Baillon^ who 
commanded the Venetians, and took fome field-pieces be- 
longing to the befieged, driven back to the city. Notwifh- 
Itanding this fortunate beginning, the enterprize failed, cither 
from want of money, -or, what is moie probable, in confe- 
Suenceof the late truce between the pope and the emperor, 
(^ertain it is, that the ecclefiaftical forces not only refofed 
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to a£l in concert with the Vemtiansy but many Virent over to 
the eneipy. It is likewife affirmed, that the former truce 
was extended by a new agreement between his hoHnefs and 
the vieeroy, which obliged the Veneiiam totally to give up 
thoughts of the fiege. The pontiff was greatly over-reached 
in this new convention ; for having disbanded his army,, he 
was left expofed to the mercy of the enemy : the confequence 
of which was the taking of Rome^ the imprifonment of Ws 
perfon, and the intire ruin of his affairs 1 

The jenate of Venice remonftrated to Clement upon the ini' 
prudence of bis condud, which he difregarded, as proceed- 
ing from private views : but that they might not be want- 
ing to themfelves, orders were difpatched to the duke of 
TJrbint to join the marquis of Salujfes^ and oppofe the duke 
of Bourbon^ ft^ho, with the imperial army, was in full march 
to Rom\ • The imperial army had, for fome time, taken up 
free quarters in Itifcany^ and this oppreffion, together with 
the apprehenfipns he was under for the lands of the church, 
it was that induced Clement to haften the agreement with the 
viceroy* which he thought would perfcSly fecure his territo- 
ries. He perceived, when too late, his error. The duke of 
Bourbon marched with prodigious expedition to Rome^ deftroy- 
ing all the country, to prevent his being purfued by the Ve- 
rntian army. This had its effe£l; ; the duke eVUrbini could 
proceed no farther than Viterbo^ for want of provifion and fo- 
rage. Bourbon advanced to Rome^ attacked it, and was kit- 
led : but the prince of Orange taking the command, the city 
was reduced, pillaged, and given up a prey to the cruelty and 
rapacioufnefs of the imperialifts ^ 

The duke of Urbini*s conduit is defervedly blamed on this 
Dccafion ; had he advanced, he might, with the greaceft faci- 
lity, have ruined*the imperial army, unmindful of every thing 
but plunder. 'Tis true, he pretended the want of fubfiftence for 
his army, and the truce the pope had made with the empe- 
ror, by which he forfeited the proteifion of the republic. But 
his firft objection might be obviated by making a fmall circuit 
into a more fertile and better prqvided country ; and the other 
had no weight, fince his bufinefs was to deftroy, if poffible, 
the imperial army, without regarding the advantage the pope 
might deduce from it, as long as the republic was benehted. 
It muft be owned the duke d'Urbini loft fevcral advantages dur- 
. ing the courfe of this war, either through want of courage, 
or at leaft from Coo cautious and fecure a conduct. His mea- 
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fures wanted vigour, and the opportunity was often loft in the 
finale time he took to deliberate. ‘ The fenate, gricyed at «che (uc- 
finds^cr- cefs of the Imperialifts, the captivity of Clement^ and the pil- 
dersjo Ur- lage of Rome^ difpatched immediate orders to Urbini^ to ad- 
bini to vance towards the city, and, by his army, give weight to their 
march to hegociations to procure the liberty of the pontifF. But it was 
the relief ^qq late ; the pope and Rome were in the power of the 
^Rome. emperor, and his viiftorious army elated with plunder and fuc- 
^efs. A new levy of troops was likewife made to oppo(e 
Antonio dc Liva^ upon the confines of Crema and Lodi ; 
while their ambafladors in France and England took e,7ery mea- 
fure to make the firft proceed with vigour in the war, and 
the latter to break with the emperor. It muft be owned, that 
' the fpirit of the republic Teemed to be exerted, upon this oc- 
cafion, in a manner worthy of their ancient fame, their free 
conftitution, and their conftant regard to the liberticj,of Italy ^ 
The fleet being greatly weakened by iicknefs, which pre- 
vailed among the Teamen and land forces, an augmentation 
The'vigo- of the marine was decreed. BeTides the ten thouTand Swifs 
reus men- which they had perTuaded Francis the firft to engage^ the Te- 
furesof the ^atc took an equal number into their own Tervice. The 
Venetians officers were received into their pay ; among the reft the 
count Gaiax'zo and the marquis de Palavicini, To Francis 
Sforza they lent ten thouTand ducats, to reinforce the body 
under him by new levies ; and garrifons were put in^o the 
towns of Rotnagnia and Ravenna^, 

In this mapner did the republic take her mcafurcs for op- 
pofing the powder of Charles the fifth, and procuring the li- 
berty of Clement, In the mean while, the duke d'Urhini was 
preparing for executing the orders of the Tenate : he Tent 
Baillon with a detachment to reduce Perufia^ which he Toon 
performed, placing in it a Venetian garri|pn. Thence be 
marched to Orvietto^ where he was ftrengthened by an addi- 
tion of Tome Freyich and ecclefiaftical troops : upon this he 
aflembled a council, read the Tenate’s inftrudlions Tor the re- 
lief of the pontiff, and defircd the advice of the principal of- 
ficers concerning the poffibility of the enterprize. It was the 
opinion of the proved itor Pifani^ and all the other officers, 
that the (enate (hould be obeyed, and even a battle hazarded, 
rf necefiary. Vitturi alone oppofed this advice, affirming that 
their army was neither numerous enough, or fufficiently dif- 
ciplined to engage the imperial forces, who were old expe- 
rienced foldicrs, now elated and ffufhed with vi6lory. TJrhini^ 
who was not of an enterprizing genius, was eafily perfuaded 
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into an Opinion which had lefs danger, though le6 honour, 
than that of Pifani and the council. Without farther delibe- 
ration the fenate’s infi:ru£lions were laid afide as impradticable 
and hazardous in the prefent conjuncture : he contented 
himfelf with fending Bazolo with a body of horfe towards 
Ro77iej to affift any opportunity which might offer to tBe 
pope of making his efcape, and conduCt him to the army : 
but foon returned without effecting anything, haviri|k 

found that the Imperijlifis had furrounded the caffle of 
jtngelo w?th ftrong trenches 

Incensed at thefe delays the fenate recalled, fuperfeded, vitturl/j 
and imprifoned Vitturi for the advice he had given Vrbini, 
while that noble officer found means to juftify his own con- andini^ 
duCt. Morc^ peremptory orders were then fent to the duke, prifoned. 
to attet]|p{, at all events, the fetting Clement at liberty ; but 
this he abfolutly refufed, infifting that his army was unequal 
to fuch an updertaking, and offering rather to refign than 
occafion fuch a calamity to the republic, as muff neceflarily 
attend his defeat. So fpeciouily did he cover his timidity with 
the cloak of prudence, that the fenate was appeafed, and he 
confirmed two years longer in the command ^ 

FRANCIS the firft was making great preparations by fea 
and land for the relief of Itafy^ and the Venetians taking every 
poflible meafure to oppofe the emperor; but the prince of 
Orange was, in the mean while, encreafing his forces, and 
living luxurioully upon the fpoils of Rome^ and, indeed, the 
riches of all Europe^ vv'hich the popes had amafled in that ca- 
pital. The retreat of the duke d'Urbini to the frontiers of 
Sienna^ left the Imperialifts in full fecurity ; a circumftance 
which Ur bin! might have improved to his advantage, had he 
been of a lefs timid difpofition His army confiftcd of two 
thoufand men at arms, one thoufand three hundred light horfe, 
two thoufand La^ifquenetSj an equal number of Swifs^ and 
ten thoufand Italian foot : befides the(e, the marquis of 5^* 
lujjes had with him feven thoufand French and Swtfs infantry, 
with a proportionable number of horfe j yet was nothing at- 
tempted either for the honour of the republic, the pope’s en- 
largement, or the freedom of Italy, True it is, that peflilence Peftihnee 
and famine greatly aiHiCled the troops; but if the enemy fuf- 
fered lefs by the latter, they were, at leaft, equally miferable 
in the former refpeCt. The whole feemed now to depend on 
the French and Englijh^ between wl^om and the emperor ne- 
gociations had been carrying on for feveral months. As 
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neither fide would recede from the terms propofcd^^jfrear/r 
and cardinal Wolfey held a conference at Amiens^ upon the 
means of profecuting the war with Charks the fifth,, which 
was now deemed unavoidable : here they figned three dif- 
ferent treaties, which were fittlc more than explications, mo- 
diftcaiions, and enlargements of a former treaty, concluded the 
thirteenth of April immediately preceding ^ 

this time Francis fent Lauirec at the head of an army 
^ ato Italy y with which he croffed the^i^x in the month of 
‘Augujl : it was compofed of twenty*fix thoufand men ; that 
is, iix thoufand Lanfquenets^ under count deVaudmont\ fix 
thoufand Cnfcons^ under Pedro Navaro ; four thoufand French^ 

‘ commanded by the fieur ; together with ten thoufand 
&wif^ : Mondragon conducted a numerous artillery ; and the 
whole, when joined by the marquis of Saiujfes^ formed a very 
confidcrable army. Lautrec firft laid fiege to the citadel of 
Bofeo,, in the tg'ritory of Alexandria^ which he took after a 
fiege of ten days, making the garrifon, confifting of one 
thoufand German and Italian infantry, prifoners of war ; he 
Lautrec then invefied Alexandria^ where he was attended with equal 
iakeshltx- fuccefs : the city he put into the hands of Sforzah officers, 
andria. After thefe conquefts the Venetiam and Sfarza preffed Lautrec 
to undertake the fiege of Milan : others were of opinion, 
that he had better march to Rome^ and fet the pope at libe>^ty ; 
and they enforced this piece of advice by infifting upon its be- 
ing the chief objcdl of the treaty with England^ Venice^ and 
Sforza, On the contrary, the fenate reprefented that Milan 
was but weakly garrifoned, and that in confequence of its rc- 
du^ion the Imperiabfis would evacuate and the kingdom 
of Naples : however, Lauirec oppofed to both opinions the 
ppfitive orders of the kings of England and France^ faying, 
that while thofe monarchs fupported the burthen of the war, 
it was no more than rcafonable their infirudions fliould be 
obeyed ; that as to procuring the pope's enlargement, it could 
no way be done fo effectually as by reducing the kingdom of 
Naples, which was in want of men, money, and provifions^ 
T he truth was, that Francis was unwMlling to beftow any 
trouble in befieging Milan, which was by treaty to revert to 
Sforza, and this made the Venetians equally indifferent about 
the fuccefs of Lauirec^s expedition to Napks 

On the twenty-eighth of OSiober Lautrec paffed the Po, in 
the face of the garrifon ai?d cannon of St John*^ fort, where 
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be wai^d for reinforcements of Lanfquenets and Swfs. The 
flowneispf his march occafioned a report that he had fecret 
orders to precipitate nothing : he ftayed for fome time about 
Parma^ 2 XiA Placentia^ under pretence of drawing th6 duke of 
Ferrara into the confederacy. Both that prince and the . 
marquis of Mantua did, in effeft, quit the emperor’s party to 
join with the allies ; all which advantages afforded a joi„s /he 
fible pretext for Lautrec\ meafures; yet it is certain xht allies, 
true motives of his delay proceeded from fecret orders to 
the cmjeror’s final anfwer to the propofals made to him b 
the minifters of England and France ^ 

Nor did the duke d'Urbini make more hafte with the Ve^ 
mtian army to the theatre of aflion : he remained ncaril4i«- 
tifiafeone quite inadlive, notwithftanding the weaknefs of the 
enemy, and Ihe approach of Lautrecy furnifiied him with a fair 
opportunity of ftriking fome dccifive ftroke. His condudl 
raifed fufpicion of his fidelity at f^enlcey in confequcnce of 
which a guard was put over hib wife and family at Murana : 
intelligence of which coming to the duke, he reqnefled leave 
to appear before the fenate to juftify himfclf. So fpecious 
was his manner that the fenate, ftill convinced of his inno- 
cence, continued him at the head of the army, and removed 
the guards placed over his family ^ (E). 

Winter now appioaching, negociations for a general peace 
were renewed. The fenate willingly lilfened to pacific mea- 
fures, die finances of the republic being wholly exhaufted by 
fupporting the burthen of a war, in which, however, fhc was 
only an auxiliary. Propofals were made by his moft Chriftian Erop^als 
majefty and the republic, that the emperor fhould deliver up * ^5^" 
the royal hoftages of France^ fet the pope at liberty, reinftate ^ 

Sforza, and reftore all he had taken from the church. Al- 
though the emperor did not intirely rejeft the terms, yet by 
demanding a prodigious fum of money from the Venetians, 
he kept the treaty in fufpence, determining to aft accord- 

Heut. 1 . 8. Fouc. 1.7. d..5. ® Parut. 1 . 6. 

(E) Antonio Marcello was fent of whofe (Hips were taken. Tlie 
by the fenate with ^ few light fenate fummoned him before 
fliips to fcour the fcas infefted the avogari ; but tlic Grand 
by pirates. In his courfe he Seignior, pleafed with their re- 
fell in with a T urkijh man of fpeft to hjs flag, returned the 
war, which Reengaged, miftak- fliips, with aflurances of his 
ing her for a pirate. The bat- frit?hdfliip. Upon this the fc- 
tle was bloody ; but terminated nate decreed an ambaify of 
in the defeat of Marcello, three thanks. Paruta, /. 6, 
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ing as circumftances might appear more or lc6 fapourable 
towards the end of the campaign. It was evident from his 
condu6f, that Charles was defirous of appropriating the dntchy 
of Milan to himfelf, fince he conftantly referred the difputcs 
with Sfor%a to be decided by arbitration afterwards^ while his 
troops fhould remain i:i pofleflioii of the dutchy. As the 
erfSperor would not renounce this point the negociations were 
broke ofF, and new preparations for continuing the war fet 
foot P. 

JUfi No foonerwas the pope fet at liberty, than the ^jcfign he 
f'f had formed of re-eftabliftin^ his family at Florence ^ made 
* him intirely alter the maxims of his former policy : his 
long imprifonment had afforded him leifurc to reRcSt upon 
the ill judged mcafures by which he had been ^hitherto go- 
verned. Thus, when the ambafladors of France^, England^ 
and the republic, waited on him at Orvietto^ to ^fciicit his 
concurrence to the league, he pretended it was necefl'ary to 
the well being of Chrijiendom that there ftiould be a media- 
tor of differences, who would labour for the public tranqui- 
lity ; and that nothing could be more fuitable to his circum- 
ftances, nr agreeable to his difpofition, than fuch an office : 
neverthclefs, he gave them to underftand, that if Lautrec 
obliged thelmperialiflsto abandon Rome^ he would take other 
meafures. In fliort, he faid enough to convince the allies, 
that his foie aim was to deliver the church out of the hands 


of the emperor, and then to embrace that fide which pro- 
mifed faireft for his intereft and fccurity 

LAUTRECy who penetrated the views of his holinefi, did 
not think proper to pay implicit obedience. Departing from 
Bologna in January^ he took the route of Naples ^ after fending 
Vaudemont and Tremouille to force the pontiff to a final decla- 
ration. Clement ftill found means to excufe himfelf ; he faw 
all Europe in motion, and defired to wail the iffue of this war, 
in order to take his meafures more fecurely. In fadf, he 
made ufe of a variety of expedients, arts, and wiles, to avoid 
difobliging cither party. In the mean time, he had the mo- 
defty to demand of tlic Venetians that ihey would furrender to 
him Cervia and Ravenna ; a rcqiicft no way agreeable to the. 
fenate, or to that humility his holincfs exprefied. The mat- 
ter was debated, and it was concluded to fend an ambafly to 
the pope, to defire he wrould firft terminate other affairs, or at 
leaft grant fome equivalent. 
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LJUSTREC departing from Bologna^ as we have mentioned^ y 
arrived \a February \n the Abru%zo, jlpoU^ Aqutla^ and all 
the neighbouring towns, opened their gates, and received him 
as their deliverer. It was not without great difficulty that the 
prince of Orange could prevail on the irhperial army to depart 
from Rome and take the field, v'here, for nine or ten mortjtllB, 
they had lived luxurioufly in free quarters, and the full cxer- 
cife of every violence they chofe to commit : howeve/, as Hk 
was not incumbered with artillery, the prince foon got th^ 
ftart of l^autrec^ who, notwithftanding, advanced to Pouille^ \ 
which furrendered without terms. He would infallibly have 
reduced the whole country by the terror of his arms, had not 
the prince of Orange^ with intention to fecure the road 
through Bari^i^ encamped upon an eminence defended by 
the cannon of Trani, But he was foon obliged to decamp 
with precipitation, and expofe himfclf to the hazard of a 
defeat, had he been puifued ; inftead of which Lautrec 2im\ikA 
his army with battering the walls of where Caraccioli 

commanded a garrifon of three thoufand men. The gover* Lautrec 
nor withftood the firft affault ; but at the fccond he was fakes 
forced, and the garrifon, with near four thoufand of the in- Melfi. 
habiiants, were put to the fword. The piiacc of Alclfi was 
made prifoner of war, and his wife and children, who had re- 
tired into the citadel, furrendered at diferetion ^ 

N6 fooner had been reduced, than Trani^ aj q » 

Venofa^ Capua^ Nola^ Accor Averfa^ and all the other ci- ^ 

ties befides Manfredonia^ Gaietn^ and Naples^ yielded to Lan- 
tree. On the other hand, the Venetians^ having reduced ples>^- 
Monopoli^ fent a reinforcement of two thoufand men to the mits to 
French army. Lautrec leaving them for the proteflion of Lautrcc, 
his conquerts, marched with the reft of his forces to Naples. 

While he was encamped before this city, a fquadron of fix- 
4:een Venetian gallies came along the coaft of Apuglta^ to aflift 
in the conqueft ot the kingdom by the reduftion of other 
places ceded to them by the treaty. Thefe were Otranto^ 
Brundafiacar^ Monopoli^ Trani^ Nola, and Pulignan^ two of 
which were already furrendered. They were proceeding with 
great rapidity, when a reqiieft from Lautrcc arrived, that they 
would ipeedily join the fquadron under Doria^ and jointly 
block up Naples by fea. Pietro Land: then haftened his mca- 
fures, and, in a few days, made himfelf mafter of all the cities 
stipulated by treaty to be ceded to the republic ^ 
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Before Landi quitted the coaft of Apuglia^ the^ viceroy 
formed a feheme for furprifing the French fquadaon under 
t)orian It conflfted but of eight fmall gallies, to attack 
which he equipped, with great fecrecy and expedition^ fix gaN 
lies, four pinks, and fix brigantines, well manned, and car** 
ry^ng a thoufand harquebufiers over and above their comple- 
ment of feamen. The command of this armament was given 
an officer named Gohhe^ remarkable for his skill and ex- 
y^erience in naval affairs, attended by the marquis de Guqft^ 
J^%vith a number of volunteers Spanijh and Germa^h Gobba 
^ fleered out of the harbour ; but Denoy having had intelli- 
gence from Lauirec of his defign, took on board four hundred 
land forces, and, weighing anchor, flood out to Tea in line 
of battle. Both admirals difplayed abundance of military 
skill to keep the windward, and gain other advantages, when 
at laft they engaged with great refolution. Dcria^bOgan the 
' - T. attack, and poured in vollies of great and fmall (hot with fuch 
tween uo- judgment, that the enemy were forced to change their 

na and difpofition, and bring up frefli fliips. Upon this the battle was 
renewed, and fupported, for feveral hours, with great vigour and 
equality, when the Venetian fleet coming up, attacked Gohbds 
rear, and foon turned the fcalc ^ Gobbo defeated with 
great lofs, and the combined fleet failed triumphant into the 
harboiir of Naples, ’Tis true, Dorians fleet and his own fl^ip 
fiiffered greatly both in hull and rigging : his captain' was 
killed, with a number of foldicrs and ibamen ; the refl of the 
Iquadron loft in proportion ; but the joy of viflory compen- 
fated this misfortune. On the enemy’s fide were killed 
Hugo de Moncadoy Cafar Feunancojeay with about one thou- 
fand foldiers and mariners. The marquis de Guajiy Santa 
Cruzy Colonnay Screnony and the beft officers of NapleSy^vrztQ 
made prifoners. . By this vldlory.the city was totally blocked 
up on the fca<fide, at the fame time that it was in great want of 
provifion, and ftraitly invefted by the land forces. Lautrec was 
oppofed by a numerous garrifon of chofen troops. His owa 
army, from the exceflive heat of the climate, was fickly, 
and numberlcfs other difficulties he eiKountered in this en- 
terprize; however, as the total redudtion of the kingdom de- 
pended on the fate of the capital, he pufhed the fiegc with 
all imaginable vigour. The prince of Orange^ 'wbo had the 
foie command in the city after the death of Moncaday em- 
ployed all his addrefs to fupport the fpirits of the befieged 5 
yet he could not have icfifted fix days longer, for want of 
fufteuance, if the face of affairs iq the allied army had not 
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tinderg^e a great alteration. The difeafes^ which before bad 
greatly dfminilhcd the number of the bcfiegers, were no^ 
turned to a pcftilcncc that fwept them off by hundreds in a 
day. Sio great havock had it made, that, before the middle of If 
Jufyj there remained not above four thoufand infantry and gens 
d’arms fit to engage. Lautrec^ attacked by the epidemioal 
diftemper, was no longer able to command, nor even to keep 
bis camp in fecurity ; a circumftance'of which the prince m 
Orange did not fail to make his advantage. The befiegera^ 
were haitaffcd and alarmed with perpetual Tallies, which they'll 
were in no condition to fufiain } and, to crown their misfor- 


tune, Andrea Doria openly embraced the fide of the empe- 
ror, while his nephew Pnillppo Dcria connived at his trea- 
chery, and faffered all forts of provifions to pafs his fleet 
into the city. Lautrec^ finding his army dwindled to a hand- 


ful, hinSfeif emaciated and confined to his bed, furrounded Lautrec 
by enemies in the middle of an enemy’s country^ without all 
fupport except from his own courage, took his difappoint-/>&^ 
ment fo»much to heart, that he expired. It was the opinion Saluf- 
of the marquis of Saluffes^ who fucceeded to the command, ies de- 
that neither his authority or ftrength was equal to the ha- camps^ and 
zard of contmuing the fiege : he therefore turned his whole 
thoughts to the meafures proper to abandon it, after it had Averfa. 
coft Jhe lives of near fifteen thoufand men. Upon his de- 
camping, the Imperialifts attacked bis rear, but were repulfed ; 
after which he threw himfelf into Aver fa with the few troops 
that remained. Pedro Navaro fell into the hands of the 


enemy in this retreat : he was carried prifoner to Naples^ where 
he died a few days after. Now the Imperialifts beficgcd the 
French army in their turn, who, upon a wound which difabled 
the marquis of Salujfes^ figned a capitulation, which their diftrefs 
rendered lels difgraceful. Among other conditions, the marques 
ftipulated to have all thofe places, in pofieflion of French and 
Venetianij yielded up to the emperor without lofs of time 
Nor was the lofe of the army and kingdom of Naples the 
whole misfortune fuftained by the confederates. The arrival g^ke 
of the duke of Brunfwic with twelve thouknd Germans in^Brunf- 
Itafy^ had entirely brought fortune on the fide of the em- wkkeems 
peror : this general entered Lombard^ by the Veronefe^ where ^ith 
joining Antonio de Leva with his Spaniards^ he undertook 
fiege of Lodi. Happily for the Venetians the place was ftrongly thoufand 
garrifoned, and the refiftance it made^ gave the republic time 
to make frefli levies to oppofe theVuke. Four thoufand 
Bwifs were taken into pay \ numbers of light horfe were 
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brought from Greece and Dalmatia ; and gatrifonls put ^mto all 
their principal towns, with governors of approved fidelity and 
valour. During the fiege of Lodi^ the duke/fC/rfoW vi- 
fited Verona^ the walls and garrifons of which he ftrengthened ; 
the fame he did at Brejeia^ Bergamo^ and other cities. After 
this he greatly harrafl'td the duke of Bruafwicj by attacks on 
hh convoys, forages, fffr. and by giving perpetual alarms to 
kfs camp. In confequence the duke of Brunfwic raifed the 
^^ege; and finding his army diminilhed, all the cities by which 
'^hc was to march ftrongly garrifoned, with a variety ^of other 
intoGcx thrown in his way, he retired into Germany^ [Y). 

mapv ' retreat his rear was briskly charged by a fally from the 

garrifon of Bergamo^ and a conliderable number of prifoners 
taken. 

After the capitulation at and retreat tjf jfie duke 

of Brunfivic^ the count de St- Pol arrived with a French army 
in Italy, and joined the duke d'Urbim : they propofed carry- 
ing on the war chiefly in Lombardy, to opprefs Antonio de Le- 
va, who had but eight thoufand men ; but without entirely 
abandoning the towns in Naples \ for both Francis and the re- 
public had refufed to ratify the convention at Averfn, They 
might certainly have fucccedcd in their dcfign, had not fo 
much time been confumed in deliberating upon the meafures 
neceflaiy to oblige Leva to evacuate Lombardy; but this^wdfe 
general feizing the conjunifurc, fortified himfelf and encreafed 
his army. The confederates begun their operations by inveft- 
ing Vigevano and Pavia, which aiYorded Andrea Dot in, now 
in the fervice of the emperor, an opportunity of retiring to the 
coaft of Genoa. Doria praclifed every means to induce the 
citizens to fecond his defigns : he reprefented to the people 
that a French government would leave them nothing befidcs 
the name of a republic : the nobility he dazzled with the ad- 
vantages of the ancient inftirutions, by which they always 
held the reins of government. Knowing that pefiilence had 
reduced the garrifon to a fourth of their number, that they were 
retired into the citadel to avoid infediion, and that the city 

Paruta, 1. 6. Guicc. ibid. 

(F) Paruta and the Italian vate difeontent, fay they, in- 
writers aferibs his retreat to the duced him to this : Charles did 
wife condudl of the republic, not much countenance his ex- 
and ailivity of the duke ’t/r- pedition,' knowing that the 
linL But5f//rt/ in his memoirs, duke, by marriage, formed pre- 
aud all the Qerntan hillorians, renfions to the crown of Naples, 
axe of a different ooiiiioii. Pri- Sarre, IJijt- Alkm, /..8. 
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was left in a manner defolatc, he approached wjth his gallies, 1 

and lairaed fix or feven hundred foldiers. Doria found the Doria 'jc- 
gates opefi to him j and once poffefTed of the city, he foon 
obliged Trivulcio and the garrifon in the citadel to (urrender : F^nch 
then aflembling the nobility, he remitted into their hands \\itfrom Ge- 
government of the city 5 in remembrance of which the repub- noa, and 
lie eredled a ftatue to his memory, and honoured him wjth //- 
the title of father and reftorcr of his country. . herty. 

During thefe tranfadlions 2XGenoa^ the confederate confe* 

reduced Pavia i in confequence of which feveral other citieW^;.^/^^ 
furrendc^d. Antonio de Leva^ finding himfelf harder prefleti J^^Pavia, 
than ever, formed a proje<Sl; hardly to be parallelled in hifto- 
ry : having colledtcd all the wheat and corn in the Milanefa 
under fpecious pretexts, he diftributed it among certain ba- 
kers in whom he could confide, with orders to fell each loaf 
at the price of a crown. By this means he drew money to the 
army frorif thofe who were able to pay for bread, while the 
poor periflied with hunger. The Milanois complained to the 
emperor, buP his low finances could admit of no remedy : 
without money Levans army would defer t, and this was to be 
procured by no other means than the moft cruel oppreflion. 

At laft the inhabitants, rendered defperate by misfortune, 
mafTacred a number of his officers, and made attempts upon 
Leva's own life. The reins of government were broke, and 
the fpirit of revolt every where excited, had Urbini ^nd St» Pol 
known how to ufe the opportunity : but thofe two officers, 
inftead of fnatching this happy occafion for the recovery 
of the Milanefey were planning fruitlefs fchemes to befiege 
Genoa, 

During the winter of this year, negociations for a peace a. D. 
as ufual were carried on, but without effefl:. Several am- 1529- 
baffies between the pope Venetians had pafled concerning 
Cervia and Ravennay which his holinefi (lill infified on being 
ceded to him ; but nothing was concluded before the treaty 
of Cambray took place towards the end of the campaign. The 
war was ftill carried on in Naples and the Milanefe : in Ca- 
labria and the Capitanata the united French and Venetians 
bravely withftood the fuperior force of the Imperialifls, ob- 
llinately difputing every village they loll : both fides (eemed 
equally to divide the fiiccefs, and nothing happened decifivc. 

It was not fo in the MUanefcy where Antonio de Levoy re- 
ceiving a reinforcement of three thoufand Spaniards y prelTed 
the allies with great vigour : they loll the opportunity of 
laying fiege to Milan before Leva Vas ftrnng enough to take 
the field, wading their time in marches and the fiej»eof places, 
but little contributing to bring the wmi to an ilfue. St. Pol 
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was l^bll of the notinh ttf recovering tseMU^ Which thhini 
oppnfed^ infifttng on the war’s being continued in^tne Mita-^ 
>xt. : thefe difputes. between the two generals prevented the 
' execution of any defign. At iaft the armies feparated^ and 
Si. P6i foon after was defeated by de Ltva^ and himfelf tnade 
prifoner. 

f About this time the emperor fent the cardinal Santn 
Cruz to Romiy to negociate a peace among the contending 
^-.rttes : he t^gan by ordering OJlia and Civita Vetthia to be 
^ded to his holinefs. Ambailadors were likewiie fent My 
Frame ^tA England^ with inftruaions to the fame'purpofe : 
following their example, the republic gave ample powers t6 
Gafpar Contareniy her refident, to entc^ upon fuch terms and 
articles as were confiftent with the honour of the Rate, and 
her engagements* to hisChriRian majeRy : they folicited the 
pope to become mediator in their differences, and the fenate 
promifed, on thefe conditions, to deliver up Cirvia and 
venna. While the emperor and Venetians were thus bribing 
the pope with promifes, they were likewife preparing for thfe 
event of a fruitlefs ifllie to the ticgociations : the duke rf* t/>-- 
bint was continued three years longer in his employment ; 
Fnegtfa was appointed fuperintendant of the army ; count Ga- 
razzoi general of the horfe ; Antanie Caftelhy captain of artil- 
lery j and Naniy proveditor to the forces, which were greatly 
augmented. Several promotions were likewife made in 'their 
marine ; and a fleet of flfly gallies equipped, with every thing 
ready to put to fea. The fum of twelve thoufand ducats Was 
lent to the French king, and three thoufand to Francis Sforzay 
to enable them to fend their quotas into the held, if the ne- 
gOciations took no effeft. Thus, after the war had already 
coR the republic above five millions of gold, did (he not only 
furnifh her own proportion, but fupply her allies with money 
to carry their engagements into execution \ 

Still the campaign went oft in Naples, Count Guajty 
with fix thoufand Germans and Spaniards^ laid fiege to Mbm* 
pe/iy a town garrifoned by VenetianSy and commanded My An^ 
drea Gritti and Vitturi the provediiors. After having battered 
it for (bme time, and effedling a breach, the count gave the 
aflauh, maintained it with vigour, but in the*end vi^as repulfed 
with the lofs of four hundred men : this defeat, with fomO 
reinforcements which Renca de Cere threw into the garrlfon, 
obliged him to raife the fiege. After the rcpulfe of the ene- 
my at Mofiopoliy the Venetian fleet coming before Bruni^Jiumy 
(bon obliged it to capitulate. 

* Guirc. L 19. Barre, t. 8. p. 2. 
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ANTONIO DE LEVA^ having defeated St. Pol ill the 
Adilanefiy propofed pufhing his conquefts to the Bergamafeot 
Cromajeoj^^tkd Brefcian ; but in this he was oppofed by the 
Fmotian army, which marched with great expedition to Cuf* 
fan. The duke d*UrbinVs light horfe greatly annoyed the 
enemy, cut ofF their forage and provilion, and reduced de 
Leva to great difficulties. A detachment of Imperialifts erpf- 
fing the Adda^ to (cour the Brefcian^ and levy contributions, 
fell into an ambufeade laid by the Venetian general, and was 
ofF. The two camps being pitched within a fmall diftance^ 
daily skTtmifhes paft, both Tides uiing all means to procuf^- 
fome advantage of fituation, by which to draw the enemy to 
a (battle upon unequal terms. Gorazzo^ at length, without 
intending it, brought on a general engagement, which ter- 
minated to the advantage of the Venetians^ the enemy having 
been repulfed with the lofs of fifteen hundred men ; a viflory 
this upohtvhich TJrbini greatly piqued himfelf, it being almoft 
the only one he could boaft during the war 

All this while the pope, under the mask of common me- 
diator, iwas attentive to his own intereft only : his aim was 
not only to re-efiabli(h his family in Florence.^ but to render 
himfelf mafter of Perujia and Ferrara^ and to recover Cervia 
and Ravenna^ of which he was deprived by the Venetians. 
At laft a treaty with his holinefs was figned, in which, among 
other articles, it was ftipulated, that Charles fhould put him in 
pofTeffion of Cervia^ Ravenna^ Modena^ Eeggio^ and Rubim-^ 
za. Not long after, in the month of Auguji.^ another treaty 
was concluded at Cambray^ by Margaret of Aujlria and Louifa 
of Savoy ^ in the names of the emperor and of Francis the firft. 
This pacification was matter of great difeontent to the fenate 
of Venice : they not only refented Francises having figned it 
without their confent, but his renouncing the dutchy of Mi^ 
Ian without any ceffion in favour of Francis Sforza^ and his 
engaging to reftore the towns belonging to the republic in 
Naples^ to the emperor. To fatisfy the fenate, excufe the 
treaty, and procure refiitution of the Neapolitan cities, he fent 
an ambailador to Venice. Thus remained Venice without an 
ally to oppofe the power of the emperor in Italy : Francis 
was, indeed, ufing all his influence with the emperor and the 
fenate to bring them to a reconciliation ; but the Venetians 
were fo unwilling to fee the imperial authority efiahliflied 
in Italy^ and Charles fo determined upnn that point, that 
little progrefs was made in the mediation. The affair was 
canvafied for feveral days in the fenate, fome alledging th6 
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Rcceflity of coming to terms, others advifing the con^nuatice 
of war, unlcfs the emperor gave more evident iigns of 
^ his ferious intentions : they enumerated the di fat] vantages 

‘ under which Charles muft engage to carry on another cam- 
paign : the Turks had taken Buda ; fchifms were rifen in 
the church, which every where were ready to kindle up a 
c\y^\ W'dx \w Germany \ his troops were mutinous for want of 
pjw ; their towns were all ftrongly fortified, well garrifoned, 
able to fpin the war to gieat length, before they could be 
Educed. Thefc and other reafons induced the fenatc.to rcfolve 
‘^'ceping their army on foot, until fuch terms wereott'er^^das they 
could accept coiifiilently with the fafety and honour of the 
ftate *. 

A At length, upon the emperor's arrival in Italy^ matters 

*53°* were finally concluded, to the great fatisfadlion and joy of 
the republic and of Francis Sforza^ who was reinftated in his 
dutchy, on promife of paying a certain fum of money to the 
emperor. Ambafladors were afterwards lent to Bologna^ to 
compliment his imperial majefiy upon this general tranquility 
he had fo grarioufly reftored. Charles made the ambalTadors 
feme valuable prefents, which, on their return, were laid up 
in the treafury ; all fuch gifts being efteemed the property of 
tlie public, and not of the individual on whom they were he* 
flowed, Thefe marks of efieem the fenate foon returned,* 
by ordering the imperial army to have free quarters while it 
TheVene- pafled through the Venetian dominions. The governors of the 
tians^«- cities kept open table for the officers, and the emperor's own 
tertain thetMe was fupplied with the richeft wines and mofl expeniive 
emperor delicacies at the charge of the republic. 
magniji- CHARLES being at this time carneftly folicited by the 
eeudy, Proteftants to call a general council, he referred the matter 
to Clement, His holinefs, apprehending dangerous confe- 
quences from a free aflembly, advifed the emperor to cxcufe 
them by the fecular power : he likewife endeavoured to draw 
the Venetians into this opinion, and to aflift the emperor in 
that attempt ; but the anfwer of the fenate was agreeable to 
the reputation acquired for moderation, wifdom, andjuftice. 
They reprefented to his holinefs the fcandal it would bring 
upon the church to oppofe arguments by arms ; that it ill be- 
came the profeflbrs of reafon and truth to avoid the trial, and 
a candid difcuffion of points, wherein reafon and feripture 
only could be judges ; that to perfecute fchifmatics was the 
furrft method to propagate their errors, fi nee where force was 
ufc'J, the people generally concluded juftice was wanting; 

* Paruta, 1 7. 


. c 


that 



33 ; 


C. I. TBe Hijlory of Venice.' 

that as| to the princes of Italy ^ and themfelves in particular^ 
a long Vgar had fo exhauftcd them, that nothing lefs than 
felf defence, and the prote£lion of Chriftianity, could induce 
them to undertake another ; that the free cities of the em- 
pire were refolute in denying the emperor fupplies, unlefi he 
convoked a council ; *«nd that his imperial majefty, by his 
own ftrehgth, was very unable to levy forces adequate to ne 
enterprize 1 

The pope clearly perceived the force of this reafoning : lil.t 
fecular vjfws rendered moderation in fpiritual matters necef- 
fary, and though the head of the church, yet could he, in fa- 
vour of a temporal point, relax from that feverity which his 
predeceflbrs thought the duty of the reprefentatives of CAr//l, 

Another circumflance contributed .to ^fix the fenate in 
the refolution to engage in no quarrels on the continent. 
Sff/yman’^ ^wer, by his conquefts in Hungary and other 
parts of Europe and Afta^ became extremely formidable to the 
Venetians and ipany other Chriftian ftates. Some late changes 
in the Othoman government had proved hurtful to the com- 
merce oT the republic, and threatened a ftorm which might 
difturb the prefent tranquility. To guard againft every event, 1531’ 
the Venetians refolved upon fitting out a ftrong fleet, to fup- 
port the.expences of which they folicited the pope for a re- 
miflion of the tenths levied upon the clergy within their do- 
minions ; but he refufed them, and the lenate was forced 
to have recourfe to another expedient. 

The war between the Turks and Hungarians had been 
carried on for above a year, and now the emperor Charles 
declared againft Solyfnan, His holinefs fent a nuncio to Venice 
to engage the republic in an alliance to refill the Turk ; hut ' 
the Venetians^ though they purfued their preparations, did not 
care to form leagues which they were apprehenfive might 
leave them to fupport a hazardous war, at lead the greatefi: 
burthen of the expence : their anfwer, therefore, was gene- 
ral to his holinefs. 

In the mean Charles the fifth raifed a prodigious ar- 
my, with which he encamped befoie there to wait 
Solyman^s zxny^ih DoriaYxkevfik condudled a numerous fleet 
to oppofe hneral the Turkijh admiral, while Capello com- Z®'’ 
manded a fleet of near fixty Venetian gallies, with which he 
lay ofF Corfu. Doria formed a proje£l of obliging the Vene- 
/w«rtojoin in the war, by raifing the fufpicions of i)[\eTurkiJh ^ 
admiral that the fleets were united ; but Capello fruftrated this 
intention by a vific he made Imeral during his ftay at Prevofa. 


^ Gurcc. et Paruta, ibid. 
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The years 1531 and J532 paflfed without the emperor's com- 
ing to blows with the Grand Seignior : Charles^ tnerefore, 
paired in the beginning of the year 1 533 into //tfijr/' where he 
was met by the ambalTadors of all the Italian princes and 
ftates. His defign was to renew a treaty with chena for the 
defence of Italy ; into which all his art could not draw the 
p^netianSi who were apprehenfive of difobliging Solymany Eng- 
lindy or France 

^ extraordinary piece of art and familiar!^ was made ufe 
of to render the republic fufpefled by thofe princes ; for when 
the league was publilhed, the Venetians were includeS, though 
without any authority on their fide: acircumfiance that gave 
umbrage to Solyman^ until the matter was cleared up to his 
fatisfadhon. Peace was the great objedl of the fenate’s 
views, could it Be obtained with honour and fafety. A long 
and ruinous war had greatly reduced the affluence of this rich 
commonwealth : the difeoveries of the Partuguefe and Spa- 
niards had lefiened the extent of the Venetian traffick ; but did 
not wholly ruin it. They fiill kept poileffion of the valua- 
ble trade of the Levant^ Syria^ and the coafis of Africa and 
Egypt. The three laft years of peace had greatly recovered 
the exhauiled finances of the ftate ; but this, inlread of en- 
couraging the Venetians to enter upon new meafures for a 
war, more ftrongly pufhed them to endeavour preferving pof- 
feffion of the bleffings they began to enjoy. Some little en- 
counters with the pirates of Angier^ however, difturbed the 
public repofe. Dandoloy with feven Venetian gallies, fell into 
the hands of thofe barbarians ^ to revenge which the fenate 
once intended ifluing orders to Capello to deftroy the town, 
and exterminate that neft of thieves and robbers ; a refolu- 
tion that was laid afide as prejudicial to the commercial inte- 
refi, by giving umbrage to the Grand Seignior and other 
powers with whom they were at peace. 

However, their pacihe determinations did not prevent the 
fenate ’s being involved in another affair, which, with an 
untoward beginning, had a fortunate ifllie. While fero- 
nimo Canalisy the provedicor, was convoying with twelve gal- 
lies a fleet of merchants bound for Syria znd Alexandria^ a 
ITurkiJfj fquadron was deferied at fome diftance giving chace, 
with a bloody flag at the top -mail-head. Canalis was greatly 
inferior in ftrength, yet determined to fight it to the laft: 
he found means to gain the windward of the enemy, and at- 
tack them to great advantage. The battle was extremely 
obftinate, the gallies of Canalis and the Turkijh balhaw hav- 

Paruta, 1 . 7. Baron, fub. A, 1531. 
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Jng f]|equently boarded each other. In the end, the fuperior 
$kni of Qanalis prevailed over numbers ; the bafliaw was 
made [SnToner, four Turktjh gallies funk, and three taken 
All the Venetian fleet and inhabitants of Candla rejoiced at 
this vi£lory, and extolled the conduct 2nd valour of Canalis ; 
but the tranfa£tion excited other fentiments in the fenatc, 
who apprehended the confequences. The admiral’s coL|'age 
deferved the higheft encomiums ; circumftances would almit 
of no other condu£t conliftenily with the fccurity of the jTet ; 
yet a war with Solyman was what the fenate, of all ‘things, 
the lealt defired. It was not doubted, as all the Solyman 

merchantmen were detained in the Turkijh ports, but Solyman detains 
intended to revenge this affront ; to divert him from which the Venc- 
fenate fent a folemn ambaffy to Conjlantimple to apologife for 
the late unffertunate tranfadlion, and offer ifhe punifliing Cana- 
Aj, if required. But here the generolity of the infidel flood 
Canalif m more ftead than the gratitude of his own country- 
men. Solytnan was angry at the laft propofal, and rejefled it J ^ 
with difdainj faying, that the condudl of the Venetian ad mi- 
ral deferved the higheft rewards ; and that it was pity he did 
not ferve a ftatc able to pay a juft regard to his merit. He 
then fet the Venetian ihips at liberty, in honour, he faid, to 
Canalisy rather than regard to the ambafly; a greatnefs of 
mind which equally aftonifhed and afhamed the republic (A). 

this while war was carried on by fea between Solyman 
and the emperor Charles the fifth : Doriu' his admiral had 
taken Moron^ Patras^ and other places in the Morea the pre- 
ceding year, which were all retaken this year by the famous 
Barbarojj'a^ appointed admiral of all the Turkijh navy. After ^ 
this txzniaddon^ BarharofJ'a fleered to Italyy wafted and de- 
ftroyed the coaft of Calabria ; thence failing to the coaft: of ^ 
Africa^ he took Tunisy and returned triumphant to Conjlanti- 
nople* 

The Venetian Te^v^>Y\c pafTed this year in the fame tran- 
quility it had done the preceding, unlefs we except ^ skir- 
mifli which happened in the gulph of Venice with Filippo 
Mazzoy a knight of Malta^ who lived by piracy. Mazzo 
was taken by the Venetian admiral, beheaded on the poop of 
his own fhip, and the Turkijl) flaves on board fee at liberty \ 

^ MaUROCEN. 1.4. PARUTA.ibid. 


(A) Canalis died this year, 
fooh after thofc marks of ho- 
nour were conferred on him by 
the Qthoman emperor \ and the 
fenate, in recompence of the 
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life enjoy the revenues of the 
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an a£Hon extremely grateful to Selyman^ but difpleagng to 
Charles the fifth, under whofe proteftion the lcnigh’.8 of 
had been for fome years; but when matters were properly 
reprefented to the emperor he was appeafed 

Mean time Clement thefeventh refigncd his laft breath, 
after a life of unfuccefsful ambition ; arid was fucceeded 
injthe pontificate by Alexander Famefey by the name of 
P^al the third. On his acceffion the fenate fent an am- 
baflVf of eight fenators with compliments of congratulation, 
and wiflies that the fame fpirit of juftice and moderation 
which had governed his adlions for the fpace of fifty years, 
might ftill continue to direft his councils: but Prrw, with 
his new dignity, had affumed a fpirit more agreeable to it and 
the difpofition of h,is predeceflbrs. Guido Vbaldoy fon to Fran- 
tifeo Maria duke Vl/ri»«r, having married Julta, the only 
child of John Varan duke of Camerino, ought in rigb* of his 
wife to have fucceeded to that dutchy after the death of his 
father-in-law ; nor was it doubted but he would without bp- 
pofition, when very uncxpeftedly Paul the third declared the 
dutchy a fief of the church, to which Ubaldo could have no 
pretenfions. This declaration he anfwcred by the powerful 
argument of arms, a condufl that greatly incenfed the Vene~ 
iiansy who had taken Urbini under their protcblion, and foon 
made them alter their fentiments of the moderate and pacific 
difpofition of his holinefs. Not caring, however, to rater 
upon a difpute with him, the fenate applied to the emperor, 
who formed means to perfuade the pope to depart from the 
rigour of his profeflions. What moft of all wrought upon 
him, was a propofition made by the Venetians of giving his 
fon Pietro Lodovico an handfome equivalent in Romagnia for 
A T) the furrender of Cervia and Ravenna to the republic. His 
^ ■ holinefe lent a willing ear to whatever tended to exalt and 
firmly cftablifli his family : he began therefore to recede 
" from his claim on the dutchy of Camerinoy being willing to 
gain the Venetians, the natural proteflors of his fon, Ihould 
he be eftablifhed in Romagnia. 

While the pope and Venetians were engaged in negocia- 
tions of this nature, the emperor was raifing a powerful ar- 
my, and equipping a numerous fleet, to- the great terror of 
the Italian dates, wfho were ignorant of his defigns. At laft 
it was known that this armament was deftined for Africa, and 
agaitift -Solyman. The French refident at Ccmjiantmopli bad 
ufed clandeftine means and unjuftifiablc intrigues to prejudice 
Solyman againft the Venetians, -though with what view we are 
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at a lofsAjp conjeflure ; he whifpered about the cjty that 
Charles Vas excited to this expedition by the perfuafions 
and promifes of the republic, than which nothing could be French 
iefs true, at the fame time that he preferved all the appear- refident at 
ances of friendfliip for the Venetian refident. However, Soly^ Porte. 

man was too generous to form his judgment upon fecreiiin- 
Anuations ; he therefore put the queftion to the refidy 
who fully fatisAed him of the falfity of the allegation ai^ fi- 
delity of the republic : he even fent an amballador extraor- 
dinary to Venice^ with teftimonies of his regard; and to af- 
fiire the fenate that no indirect practices whatever (hould al- 
ter his fentiments of fricndfhip for their republic. Thus flood 
affairs during the year 1535, Charles y having finifhed 
his expeditif^n by taking Tiwii, Golettay arid other places, re- 
turned ^J^apIeSy there to pafs the enfuing winter 

While the emperor was carrying on the war againft the ^ 
infidds in Jfrkoy Francis Sforzay duke oi Milany died with- 1^36.' 
out iffue ; an event which it was univerfally believed would 
break die repofe of Italy, The republic was unwilling that 
the Mildnefe fliould be annexed to the dominions of the houfe 
of Aujiriay whofe neighbourhood they apprehended on many 
accounts, and yet to folicit Charles the fifth to confer the 
dutchy upon fome private perfon, required delicacy to avoid of- 
fenep ; but the French monarch, renewing his claim to this 
dutchy, eafed the fenate of their embarraffment, and paved 
the way for a treaty with die emperor for the fecurity of Italy. 

This treaty was fcarcely concluded, when Beauvoixy one of the 
gentlemen of the bed-chamber to Francis^ came to Venice to 
acquaint the fenate of his mafler*s intentions, and to folicit 
the aid and alliance of the republic. Giving any encourage- 
ment to this propofition would be an infraiflion of the treaty 
with Charles ; the fenate, therefore, contented itfelf with an- 
fwering his majefly in general terms, teflifying their refpeifl 
for his perfon, and defire of preferving the public tranquility. 

Francisy however, perfevered in his refolution of fending an 
army into Italyy and for this purpofe demanded a paffage of 
the duke of Savoy^ which was denied : this augmented his 
majefly’s difpleafure againfl the duke, and kindled thofe fparks 
of refeniment, which had for fome time been fmotbered in 
political rcafons, into an open rupture. A variety of circum- 
ftances now contributed to oblige Francis to declare his fenti- 
ments of th^ duke : he had furniflied the duke of Bourbon 
with money ; he had congratulated the emperor on Francis's 
imprifonment 5 be had conduced intrigues for drawing off the 
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Swifs from their engagements with Franee ; befides i^lsdcmg the 
purchafe of AJI^ the duke refufed to lend Ntce for holding 
an interview between the king and pope Clement \ his ma- 
jefty’s claim to the dowry of Lcuifa of Savoy^ his mother; 
with a number of other particulars, all contributed to bring 
matters to a crifis. The duke, knowing the refentment of 
th(?|Frf«r/^ monarch, folicited the emperor’s help to oppofe’ 
fo pc . verlul a prince. Intelligence of this negotiation coming 
to the cars of Francis^ made him haften his preparatiejos ; ac- 
cordingly he invaded Piedmont with a numerous army : he 
foon rendered himfelf mailer of Turnip Pignerol^ and Fojfan. 
The city Vcrcclli was near falling into his hands, had noty/«- 
ioniodcLcva^ witlj the imperial army, marched opportunely 
to its relief ^ Thus a. war was again lighted up mltaly^ 
which Paul the third took every mealure to extingujlb, The 
great difficulty was to find a medium of agreement between 
the pretcnfions of Charles and Francis to the dutqhy of Milan ; 
for as to the war with Savoy ^ that was only a necefiaiy ftep 
towards the entrance of the French army into the Milanefe : 
||owcvcr, negotiations for this purpofe were fet on foot, 
which broke up without coming to any refolution. The em- 
peror was defirous of giving the Milanefe to the duke d!An^ 
goiikfmcy and Francis was no lefs defirous that it fhould be 
conferred on the duke of Orleans : fo violent was the •em- 


peror, thaf he offered to reft the decifion on the iflue of a 
fingle combat between himfelf and the French king. 

While the emperor was planning meafures for check- 
ing the progrefs of the French conquefls, Francis^ with the 
affiftance of fome Italian princes, who had declared in his fa- 
vour, formed an enterprize againfl: Genoa^ to reduce it under 
his power ; this obliged the imperial army to withdraw from 
Provence^ for the proteflion of the emperor’s dominions in 
Italy, Rodertgo /TAvalo, the imperial ambaffador, arrived in 
Fenice to acquaii.t the fenate with the emperor’s refolution 
to invade France^ and to requeft their affiftance. In confe- 
fequence fix thoufand foot were raifed, under the conduQ of 
Antonio dc Cajlcllo, The ambaffador had affurances given him 
of the refpeft the republic fhould always preferve for his im- 
perial majefty ; of the fenate’s refolution to protedl the Mi~ 
againft all enemies w'hatever. A farther augmentation of 
the troops was I ike wife made, the rendezvous appointed for af- 
fembling the army at Ax.ohy with orders they fhould be ready 
to march on an hour’s notice ; yet, with all thefe preparations, 
fo nicely did the fenate balance between the rival powers, 
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that neithen^ide was diiTatisfied with their condu£l : the em- 
peror eftelmed them his allies, and Francis could not look 
upon them as enemies, as they had taken no meafures againft 
his intereft \ 

In this fituation flood affairs, when a truce for three monthf 
was agreed upon between the emperor and Francis : not|:<i\ 
of which was fent to the fenate by the former, together wllT ' 
the conditions preliminary to a general pacification:^^. 
That Francis fhould declare, before the expiration orniat 
time, whether he would accept of the Milanefe for the duke 
d* Angoulefme^ and marry him to the widow of Sforza? If 
withtn this period he came to no refolution, in that cafe the 
emperor fhould have power to beftow the dutchy on the infant 
of Portugal^ ^r on Emanuel fon to the duke of Savoy, He 
reqiiefted t^ know the fenate's fentiihents upon this fubjeft ; 
iniifted upon the neceflity of forming a league among the 
Italian princes for the fecurity of Italy^ and giving weight to 
the negotiations. The fenate made anfwer, that as to the 
Milanef they could determine nothing, until they were ac- 
quainted more particularly with his imperial majefiy’s inten- 
tions : that when he fhould directly nominate a fucccilor, they 
would then take their meafures. As to the league, they 
thought it more neceflary to oppofe the growing power of the 
Othouian empire, than that of any chriftian potentate. The 
fenate then acquainted the pope with this anfwer to the em- 
peror’s ambafly : they gave his liolinefs the ftrongeft affurances 
of the pacific difpofition of the republic, whofe chief defire 
it was to preferve the tranquility of Italy, They ufed their 
influence to induce him to mediate a peace, v/hich at length 
he complied with, by fending ambafludors to the courts of the 
emperor and of Francis, But his endeavours were fruitlefs, 
both fidcs being rivetted in their implacable refentmenis^. 

During this interval, Francis left no (lone unturned to 
draw the Venetians off from their attachment to the emperor, 
or rather from their neutrality. After feveral indirect attempts, 
at laft he fent a plenipotentiary with full powers to engage 
them in his alliance upon their own terms. The faireft pro- 
mifes were made to the fenate, and the mod engaging prof- 
pedls laid before them ; but nothing could prevail on them to 
break their engagements with the emperor, or difturb the re- 
pofe of Italy. Francisj failing in this point, had recourfe to 
the Porte. He thought that by engaging Solyman to fend an 
army into Puglia^ he would at Icaft draw off the Venetian forces 
from the Milancfcy and thus open a way for his own army 
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into the dutchy. Although at that time he had ft’reudent at 
Qonjiantinople^ yet he now difpatched an ambaflanor extraor- 
dinary to holyman^ This minifter began his operations by re- 
nrcfenting to the Othoman court the growing greatnefs of the 
cpiperor ; the danger there was of his acquiring univerfal mo- 
/j^phy ; the neceflity of combining againft him for their ma- 
rt^ defence j the facility with which the Turkijh army might 
paif into Italy by fea ; and the advantages that would relult 
to titel empire from fuch a meafure. • The picture was art- 
fully drawn *, whatever tended to increafe the difficuKy of the 
enterprize was thrown into fhade, while the beauties of the 
jsrofpeft, and every other inducement, were placed in the moft 
conspicuous light. The grand vizier entered heartily into the 
views of the French king : he laid the fcheme * before Soly* 
man with fuch other blandifhmenls as foon induced that am- 
bitious monarch to embrace propofals fo agreeable fo*jiis na- 
tural dirpofition, and thirft of empire and glory. His pride 
was likew’ife flattered with this requeft from a powerful chrif- 
tian potentate ; and it afforded a fair opportunity of ending 
the Perjian war, in which, without any advantage, he had 
confumed fuch immenfe treafures, and ruined fine armies. It 
was therefore determined in the divan to raife numerous forces, 
and early in the fpring tp invade the imperial dominions in 
Italy. 

SOLXMAF!^ thinking it neceffary to engage the Venetians 
in his intereil, if poflible, fent for that purpofc an ambafla- 
dor to the fenate : their anfwer was, that they were equally 
difpofed to cultivate his friendlhip, from a regard to his perfo- 
nal merit and their mutual intereft ; they, however, declined 
declaring themfelves more explicitly ; but although Solyman 
was fatisfied with this general anfwer, it was otherwife with 
his miniflers, who expefled to draw great advantages from a 
war with the republic. To gain their ends, they began with 
falfe complaints of the Venetian officers in the TurkiJh domi- 
nions ; with imprifoning the perfons and confifeating the ef- 
fefts of the merchants of the republic, under various and fri- 
volous pretences. This they doubted not would produce al- 
tercations, which might probably terminate in a war : their 
trade in Syria was, befides, taxed with a duty of ten per cent. 
their confuls letters to the fenate were frequently intercepted ; 
and two of the republic’s fliips feized in an open and violent 
manneir in the iflandof Rhodes^ and port of Alexandria. Thefe 
were, indeed, moft impolitic meafures ; for however a war 
with the republic might tend to the emolument of individuals, 
it could not but be prejudicial to the Othoman empire, and 
to the defigns of Solyman. It was, in fafl, compc^llng^a ftrong 
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maritimeVower to unite itfelf clofely with the cmperorW 
Germany^ ahd putting him upon a footing with the Porte ;n 
the only particular wherein he was inferior. This the fenatV 
forefaW, and thence doubted not but Solyman would difclain^ 
and redrefs the injuries done to their fuhjeds without his cor- 
fent or knowledge. Tomazo Mocenigo was accordingly dii-, 
patched to Conjlantinople^ to reprefent the grievances of 
republic to the Othofnan miniftry, and to the CSTrand Seigijior 
in perfon, if fatisfacStion could not be obtained oth{S|fife. 

Mocemg% applied directly to the emperor, and obtaffned the 
moft favourable anfwer he could defire. Solyman exprefled his 
refentment and forrow for the injuries the Venetian fubjefts hady^^;^ 
fuftained ; he apologized for them by profefling his ignorance, the finate's 
and promifiid they fhould be immediately rpdrefled to the ut- remon- 
moft of his power. At the fame time that this declaration 
was pe9fef3ly confiftent with the juftice and generofity of So^ 
lyman^ it was alfo adapted to his circumftances ; for a ru- 
mour prevailed tliat the fophi of Perfta w^as again preparing 
to ent«r the field w'ith a numerous army, which obliged the 
Othoman to be cautious how he drew upon him the refenc- 
ment of fo powerful a ftate as Venice^. 

HowEVt'R, as the preparations by fca and land continued 
with vigour through the Turkijl) empire, it put the fenate un- 
der the neceflity of guarding againft a ftorm, the deftination 
of which was uncertain. The garrifons were reinforced by 
a new levy of eight thoufand foot ; all the old gallies put in 
commiflion, and orders ifiued for building fifty more with all 
poflible difpatch. An embargo was laid upon all the (hip- 
ping in the ports, in order to man the fleet, and fecure tranf- 
ports, if occafion fliould require. Girolamo Pejfari was made 
captain-general of the fleet, agreeable to the ufual method of 
chufing by lot in the council of the pregadi. In this office he 
was confirmed by the great council, as there was not in the 
republic a perfon moic skilled in maritime affairs, or of 
greater experience 

But however vigorous the meafures of the fenate might 
appear, there ftill was a deficiency which could not be reme- 
died but by the oppreffion of the people. 'I'he treafury w^as 
Ipw, and now an einiie flop would be put to commerce, 
that perpetual fource of wealth to the Venetian ftate : to 
obviate in fome nicafure this evil, three procurators of Sr. 

MarP^ church were made, each of whom furniflied the go- 
vernment with twelve thoufand ducats : then the fenate ap- 
plied to the pope for leave to levy two hundred thoufand du- 
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cats upon the clergy. His holinefs ihuffled about tli^s requeft, 

* foifaetimes ailedging their poverty, at other times pretending 
to] give no credit to Soiyman^ intention to attack Italy. In 
tms ficuation the fenate was forced to commit to Providence 
thp care of thofe numerous forces they were raifing, deter- 
^ifnfng, in cafe of neceifity, to lay another tax upon the 
/pi( 0 |>lc in the manner in which it would be moft tolerable. 

‘ W21S the emperor Charles without apprehenfions of the 

Tur^p) preparations ; he ordered his gallics to be ^in rea- 
* dinefs in all the ports of Sicily and Naples^ the care of which 
he committed to Andrew Doria^ a Genoefe \ but that repub- 
^ lie detained Doria and the fquadron under his command, for 
the defence of the city in cafe of a vifit from the French 
king. ‘ 

During thefe preparations, Solymanhtgm his lyiyph to- 
wards Albania^ at the head of a powerful army, while his 
fleet, amounting to three hundred fail, under Lup^ bafliaw, 
failed from the flreights of Gallipolis. The balhaw arrived 
at Modon before the fenate came to a refolution : various 
were the opinions in the fenate ; fome were for embracing 
a neutrality, others for joining the emperor, and the reft were 
for waiting until the Turkijh fleet fliould, by fome motion, 
declare its deftination. At laft it was relblved to leave the 
whole to the conducl: of Pejfari^ and appoint Giovanni Vitturi 
his lieutenant. Francis^ having notice of the embarraflinent 
of the fenate, thought this a fit opportunity to turn the fcale 
in his own favour. With this view he fent an ambaflador to 
French Venice y with propofals extremely advantageous to the republic : 

king's pro- thefe were, to reftore her former pofleflions in the Cretnonefe 
poJalto thc2,xK^Qhlaradadda\ to reduce to her obedience the cities of 
Venetians Havenna and Cervitiy which flie had been forced to relinquifli 
by the late treaty ; together with the territories of FugUoy 
Otranto^ Brundufiiniy Motiopoliy PoUgnan, and Trani, Af- 
ter various debates, a general reply was made to the ambafla- 
dors projjofals : upon which Antonio Cornaroy a perfon of 
great influence and authority, reproached the fenate, * for 
‘ balancing a minute between intereft, and the. duties of fo- 
‘ lemn tieaties. He told the French ambaffador, that it had 
always been the practice of the republic never to defert their 
allies ; that t'ney were now under engagements to the em- 
peror ; that it would be bafe to renounce them ; that the 
noble fpirit of Francis himfelf would del'pife the meannefs of 
allies he could neither truft nor efteem K* The vehemence 
with which Cornjro uttered this fpeech drew many to his 
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opinion. It foon became more general, and at laft was paC- 
fed as the Unanimous anfwer of the fenate. 

All jhis while the deftination of the Turkijh fleet was per- 
feSly myfterious, as well as the condufl of the baftiaw. In 
paflTing the channel of Corfu^ he faluted the caftle in a friend- 
ly and refpeftful manner : he ordered the authors of fomc de- 
predations committed on the Venetian traders to be hangip 
up at the yard-arm ; and preferved- a conduft fo ambigucys 
as greatl]j perplexed the fenate. Several unlucky acr^JSS/its 
foon, however, changed the face of affairs, and produced 
an open rupture. A Venetian galley had funk a Tnrkifi fliip 
going with provifions to the bafhaw’s fleet, becaufe flie refiifcd 
to pay the ufual honours to the flag: four (hips ftationed in 
the channel 3f Cofu^ attacked and put to flight three Turkijh 
gal lies to convoy an ambaflkdor fent by the bafhavv to 
Peffari to demand fatisfadion for the foregoing violation of the 
treaty. Another caufc of the war arofe from a difpute be- 
tween a TurVtJI) galley and one of Coniarem\ in which the 
former ^’as taken with the lofs of two hundred men. Tiiefe 
injuries the bafhaw retaliated by others ; and, at la ft, feized 
upon four gallics which had been feparated from Pcjftri's 
fquadron. Other hoftilities of the fame nature were inter- 
changed, and every thing contributed to bring about an open 
declaration of war : however, the fenate ftill refolved to wait, 
until they could be better informed by the Venetian envoy 
who attended Solywons perfon, and followed the army. Mean 
time, all the fubjei-ts of the republic in \\\Q^!urkiJ}) dominions 
were imprifoned ; their (hips and cftcvSis feized j and parricu- 
larly three large gallics zx. M'xandria'^\ Soon after which 
the TurkiJI) fleet failed to Corf:i^ and attacked the citadel, 
at that time commanded by huio7i di ISiuldOy with a garrilori 
of two thoufand men. 

Now all hopes of peace being vanir-.cd, orders were dif- 
patched to Pejfuri to hazard a l)attle rather than the lol's of 
Corfu ; but he, relying upon the Ifrengili of the place, and 
number of the garrifon, did nor chufe to expofe the liatc to 
fb great a danger as muft attend the delcat of the fleet. 
Bariaroffay i\\^Titrktfi} admiral, having landed twenty five 
thoufand men on the ifland, after wafting every thing with 
a barbarous fury, laid fiegc to the citadel. He erected a- 
number of batteries, which the brisk fire of the garrifon ile- 
ftroyed as foon as they were opened. The fiege being Ipun 
out to fome Icnzth, induced Solman to undertake it in pn- 
(bn. 'I'his he did, attended by the grand vizier ; but they 
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found the fituation fo ftrong, the befiegcd fo refolute^ and 
fuperior in the ufc of cannon, that they refolveS tb drop the 
enterprize. Willing, however, to make a merit of necelEty 
with the republic, he told the Venetian envoy, thai if the 
lenate would indemnify the expences of the war, he would 
' withdraw his fleet and army from Corfu and the dominions 
/ ,ol the republic. The envoy told him, that he had no in- 
Awfiions to enter into fuch engagements ; but that he 
w^V'^acquaint the fenate with the propofals. But before an 
anfwerV'ould be returned, Solyman was forced, b/the brisk 
Tallies of the garrifon, to abandon the ifland. From hence 
he turned his arms to the Morea \ and part of the fleet was 
fent to inveft Napoli de Romagnia and Malvefia^ while Barba- 
rojfaj with the remainder, fcoured the iflands ef the Archie 
pelago^ of which he took fevcral. But the deligns fA Solyman 
againft the cities of the Morea were fruftrated by ^che pru- 
dence and ability of Viteor di Gazzoni^ the Venetian general 
in that quarter. He had taken fuch prccautfbns to fortify 
and augment the garrifons, that the Turkijh general, after 
opening his trenches before Napoli^ was forced to retire, and 
give up all expeSation of fuccefs. 

In the mean time Pejfari and Vitturi were not idle : they 
divided the fleet, the former laying ficge to Scordona^ and 
the latter to Obruazzo, After having levied, with this dqfign, 
a fufficient body of forces, Pejfari attacked Scordona^ which 
/flirjScor- being but weakly fortified, he entered it by alTault, and 
the garrifon to the fword, difmantled the tpwn, and 
/^fiTurks* intirely razed the citadel. Vitturi was lefs fuccefsful before 
Obruazzof which bad regular fortifications and a ftrong gar- 
rifon : he began with erefling batteries, in which he was 
difturbed by the continual fallies of the enemy : however, 
before he had made any confiderable progrefs in his ap- 
proaches, he received orders from Peffari to raife thefiege, and 
haften to Corfu with the fleet, as be apprehended a fecond 
defeent upon that ifland 

The wdnter coming on, hoftilities ceafed, and negotia- 
tions for a peace fucceeded, before any decifive blow had 
been ftruck. Solymany by his grand vizier, made fome over- 
tures to the Venetian envoy, which he tranfmitted to the fe- 
nate. They were fo little confiftent with the power, the 
pride, and ambition of that monarch, that the fenate fuf- 
pefled their fincerity ; but thev received every propofal 
with refpefl:. As the 'Charles and the pope Teemed 

defirous of uniting with the republic againft the Turksy the 


Peflari 


“ Maurocen. 1.6. Parut.L 9.^-- 


ignate 



C. tf \ ^he Hiftory cf Venice; 

fenate was the tefs afliduous to embrace the terms offered by 
S&lyman^ until they knew the iffue of the negociations for a 
league no^ on the carpet. A ftrong party arofe in the fenate 
for peace with the Turks : they urged the infincerity of 
Charles * impotency of the pope; the fccret and deep 
views of the former, and the dilatorinefs of the latter. They 
fet forth the low ftatepf the treafury ; the ftagnation of con^- 
merce ; the difaffedion of Doria the imperial admiral, whole 
coldnefs had nearly occafioned the lofs of Corfu ; the 
lity of th^ people to fupport a war by additional taxe^ the 
power of the enemy, and the little advantage to be expected 
even from a fuccefsful war. Thefc arguments were oppofed 
by others no lefs fpecious : the oppofite party infiffed that 
Solyman had no real intention fo foon to end a war which he 
had undertalftn from motives of ambition;* that his propo- 
fals had no other view than to break off the intended league 
with the^emperor and the pope, that he might then attack 
them fmgly and without allies : they afferted, that delays 
would be of dangerous confequence, as the emperor might in 
the meaA time conclude a peace with the Porte^ and by this 
means be rendered incapable of embracing the offers of the 
fenate ; that their fo immediately accepting the overtures 
made by Solyman^ would be a declaration of their inability to 
carry on the war; it would betray their weaknefs, and furnilh 
him with arguments for rifing in his demands : laftly, it was 
urged that as they muff, however, fupport an army and fleet 
until the tranquility of Italy was reftored, they might with 
the fame expence watch the motions of Solyman^ and keep 
aloof until affairs could be eftabliflied upon a folid bafis. Al^ 
ter feveral warm debates, they determined to amufe Solyman^ 
until the refult of their negotiations with the emperor and 
pope could be certainly known. Inftru£lions were difpatched 
to their envoy to leave no means untried to penetrate into 
the councils of the feraglio, and in the mean time to give the 
grand vizier hopes that the fenate would embrace any reafon- 
able terms of accommodation 
Hitherto, indeed, hoftilities had been committed, but 
war was not declared, and it was expedled that the fword 
might ftill be flieathed without farther bloodflied. It was al- 
ways the opinion of the moll prudent, that the republic ought 
not to be fwayed, by the liberal promifes of Charles^ to un- 
dertake a hazardous war againft the Porte^ but upon necef- 
fity ; nor, on the other hand, Ihould Ihe be terrified, by the 
great preparations of ^olyman^ into conceffions unworthy of 
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the rank Ihe n'jaintained. The emperor was^ nW foliciling 
the fenate to join his fleet, to rcfift the attempts of the infi- 
dels upon Italy ; and the fenate replied in equifocal terms. 
To another rcqueft the imperial minifter made, that the fix 
thoufand troops ftipulated for the defence of Milaky (hoald 
inarch into that dutchy ; they anfwered, that it would be time 

i nough to perform their engagements when the Milanefe was 
tracked. 

(I In the mean time all neceflfary preparations were making 
fcii'-i^^uring the territories of the republic againft incurfions : 
all the‘ garrifons in the Morea were augmented and furnifhed 
with ftores, ammunition, and provifion. Twenty-five gallies 
weredifpatched for the fecurity of Candia ; the towns in DaU 
matta were put in a fiate of defence j and Corfu was not ne- 
glefled. At laft, the intreaties, intrigues, anu promifes of 
Charles prevailed ; the fenate acceded to the propofed league, 
League he^ ^ treaty of alliance oflFenfivc and defenfive Vftween his 
t^ueen ihe majefty, the pope, and the republic was - concluded. 

^^ero ftipulated, that the emperor (hould fui^ifli e'ghty-two 

^Mtians iht Venetians the fame number, and the pope thirty- 

fix men of war and gallies : that his holinefs fhould fupport 
onc-fixth of the cxpences of the war, and the reft be equally 
divided between the emperor and the republic. Doria^ the 
emperor's admiral, was made commander in chief of the 
combined fleet. Ferdinand^ king of the Romans^ was included 
in the league, becaufe it was expected he would be able to 
make a diverfion in Hufjgary. Room was alfo left for the 
, French king to join in the confederacy ; and the pope was to 
ufe his influence with the king of Poland to embrace if, and 
join his arms to refill the common enemy. They even went 
io far as to divide their conquefts ; not doubting but they 
would Iboh become matters of all the Turkijh dominions in 
Europe, But, as Baronins obferves, it feldom happens that 
thofe have their wiflies accompliflied whofe hopes are too 
fanguine. The event (hewed the prudence of that advice 
which the republic neglcfted, not to confide too much in 
the afliftance vS allies. The treaty was figned at Rome in 
A. D. the month of February,, 1538^ «ot one of the articles of which 

1538. were ever punSually executed by any one of the parties, cx* 

etpting the republic. Capelia was made admiral of the Ve* 
neiian fleet, Crmani, paiiiarch of Aquileia, a Venetian by 
birth, of the pope’s gallies. As the pontiff was but badly 
provided in (hipping, too Venetians confenied to fupply his 
quota for a certain fubfidy, which he caiefully avoided pay- 
ing;. 'i'iiat nothing might cbftruft the vigorous profecution 
of lIk vir, liic Venetians oftered their mediation to eftrHjfti 

, peace 
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peace Ijet^aen the emperor and Framis. For this purpofe 
a congrefs met ; but, after tedious debates, broke up without ^ 
coming ID any refolution. In confequence, Charles failed in 
his engagements to the fenate, almofl: as foon as he had eii- 
^^tered into them : inftead of joining the confederates with a 
powerful fleet, he turned his whole attention to the fccurity 
of Milan^ and refifting the attempts of Francis p. 

Nor was this the only difficulty which the fenate com- 
bated : in fo low a condition their finances, that they 
entertained thoughts of felling fome of their poflelfionr^'tTiV the 
continerft. A decree was palled that all money letf^ to the 
public fliould bear fourteen per cent, intcreft : fevere procefles 
were carried on againft the debtors of the public, and infiprifon- 
ment and confifeation of goods made the penalties of exceed- 
ing the tiiTw appointed for payment. Thret more procurators 
of St. Mark\ were chofen, who lent the public a fum of mo- 
ney in sfeft fame manner as the others lately appointed. As 
for the tax on the clergy it could never be reduced to any 
form : the pope had permitted the fenate to alienate the 
church* goods at the rate of ten per cent, to the amount of a 
million of ducats ; but he afterwards required that this tax 
fliould be levied upon the tythes for the fpacc of five years : 
however, the fenate could never procure a brief, for rcfufing 
which he always found fome new excufe. This great fear- 
- city of money greatly impeded the preparations of the repub- 
lic \ yet nothing that could poflibly remove the obftruftion 
was omitted 

His holinefs, obferving that things went on but flowly, de- 
^ termined to exert himfelf in conciliating Charles and Francis : 
this alone could enable the emperor to perform his engage- 
ment with the league. He, therefore, laboured to procure a 
perfonal interview at Nice^ where he offered to attend. The 
Venetians concurred in this propofition, and joined their in- 
fluence with the pontiff's to get it accepted. After prelimi- Conference 
naries had been adjufted, and every thing determined upon for hct'iveen 
the interview, it was fuddenly declined by mutual defire of 
the parties. A private conference, however, was held at I'*"^*^* 
Avignon.^ in which nothing appeared conclufive, befides their 
refolution to remain in their inveterate enmity. 

The fpring being far advanced, the Ti/r/v/® fleet covered 
the fea with {hips, fcoured the iflands of the Archipelago a 
fecond time, and carried terror and dcfolatioii where-ever it 
failed. It was reported that Barbarojfa would fleer his courfe 

p Baron, fub. hoc. Anno. Mavrocen.1. 6. Barre. t. 8. p. 2 . 
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to Candia : this the fenate expcfled^ and provided •againft. 
Giovanni More, the proveditor, was fent thither inequality of 
governor, of whofc great ability and experience the republic 
entertained a high opinion. Moro^ on his arrival, afjcmbled 
the principal inhabitants of the ifland, whom he advifed, in- 
treated, exhorted, and even perfuaded into an enthuftallic rc- 
fo|jtion of conquering or dying, by an animated and pathetic 
oration. In confequence, the levies went on with fo much 
viglyfFr. that in a few days an army of twenty-five thoufand 
able-botVed men took the field, ready to march wh(yevcr the 
fecurity of the ijland and orders from the governor required. 
Barbarofla I^he fleet foon came within fight, and they were re- 

atiaih ceivcd with a fhout from the whole army : this determined 
Candia. Barbarojfa to alter his intention of landing near Standia^ where 
he forefaw he fliould meet with an obftinate refiftance. Coaft- 
ing along the ifland he propofed debarking the trf^ops at Z /2 
Suda^ where there was a good harbour and bold fhore. 'I'lie 
debarkation was no fooncr begun, than Grittly who com- 
manded in La Suddj played furioufly with all the cannon of 
He is de- the town upon the enemy : a fally was llkcwife made, and 
feated h the Turks attacked with fuch fury before they had time to 
the irave- form themfelves, that they were foon routed and difperfed. 

Numbers, who had not time to gain their fhips, fled up the 
andians. country, where they fell into the hands of the armed pea- 
fants, by whom they were murthcred without remorfe or pity. 
Finding nothing could be effeded on this quarter, BarharoJja 
difpatched one hundred gallics to make an attempt upon 
Sithia^ a little town upon the back of the ifland : this the 
Venetians had abandoned, not imagining it to be tenable ; but 
they had drawn a line acrofs the country to prevent the Turks 
from advancing. In fliort, fo well concerted and vigoroufly 
executed were all the mcafures for the defence of Canclia^ that 
BarbaroJJa quitted the attempt, withdrew his fleet, and failed 
towards the Morea ^ 

3'/^/rTurks At the fame time the Turkijh army entered Dalmatia^ 
enter Dal- where they committed every fort of violence and barbarity. . 
luatia. They carried off men, women, and children ; burnt and 
facked the villages and open towns, laying defert the whole 
country through which they marched. So numerous was 
the army, and fuch the panic they infufed, that CamiUo Ur^ 
Jino^ governor of the province, hail thoughts of abandoning 
the whole country, and fliutting hirnfelf up with fome troops 
in Zara ; but the fenutc fent a peremptory order to prevent a 
rcfolutiun no lefb infamoub than piejudicial to the repulic. A 

^ Parut. ibid. Maurocln. 1. 6. 
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levy waS hiade of fifteen hundred horfc and twelve thoufand 
foot, whicji were immediately fhipped for the proteftion of 
Dalmatia. A number of volunteers undertook the defence of 
the citijis Zara^ Sabenicay and Catarra\ and the inhabitants 
were permitted to fend their wives and children 
to Venice j that they might oppofe and fight the enemy with- 
out incumbrance- * 

Upon this occafion the doge came into the fenate, and 
pathetically running over the circumftances of the rep^^Slic, 
he enlarged upon the duty incumbent on every man ft> exert 
himfelf in defence of his country. He recommended ‘ una- 
‘ nimity and zeal as the ftroiigeft bulwarks of a ftate; re- 
‘ minded them how thefe, in the laft dangerous war, haddif- 

* engaged them from all difficulties, and procured at laft an 

* honourable and even a profitable peace : nor was the pre- 
^ fent da‘.jger le(s. Solymatiy though a Angle power, was 
‘ not inferior in riches, courage, or number of forces, to 
‘ the combined armies of their late enemies : his pride and 
' ambiticyi were unmeafurable, which nothing but their con- 
‘ ftancy, their firmncfs, and attachment to their country, could 
‘ withttand. Their expeftations from their allies were daily 
^ vanifhing ; the tedioufnefs of their rcfolutions, the ambi- 
‘ guity of their conduft, was a plain indication that little 
‘ confidence could be placed in the league, and that Venice 

* inuft depend for its fafety upon her own courage and con- 
‘ duft. Whatever the prefent difficulties might be, they would 
f yield to fpirit and patriotifm. The treafury was exhaufted, 

« but there w ere refourccs in the pockets of individuals : he 

* would fet the example, and he doubted not of being fol- 
^ lowxd in fo laudable a prafticc, by all who preferred li- 

* berty and poverty to fervitude and wealth, which fole- 

* ly depended on the arbitrary will of an imperious and 

* defpotic matter. It was the teft of a good citizen, he faid, 
‘ willingly to undergo all dangers, chcarfully to advance his 
^ fortune, and even lay down his life for the benefit of the 
< public. The prefence of the nobility would give life and 

vigour to the conduft of the foldicrs : they w'ould grudge 
ito farigues in which they faw their fuperiors fliare. I^t 
every man, fays he, aflume that province in which he 
thinks his talents will be moft ufeful : fome are qualified 
for the field, fome for the cabinet. In each of thefe dc-» 
partments exert yourfelves, and let your only contention 
be, who fliali beft ferve his country and annoy the enemy : 
this will confirm to you the privileges, the reputation, and 
the happinefs, handed down by your glorious anceftors. Let 
cannot be moved by their duty or afteilion to 
Moij^i^isT. VoL, XXVIL A a Mhc 
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* the ftate, remember that thei^e is an obedience due td the law! 

^ and magiftrates, who* can compel them to contribute their 
‘ fervices. Let ^be urgency of the cafe make you diligent 

* and vigorous in your meafures, if you are defirou^ of Con- 
^ tinuing the efteem of good men, and what is more,' the 
‘ applaufe of your own breafts 

* In confequence of this remonftrance, feveraL Aims of mo- 
ney were advanced for the public ufe, the nobility and gentry 
cntSiiii^ themfelves voluntarily in the fervice of their country, 
and a ipirit and unanimity prevailed, which gave happy pre- 
fages of a favourable ilTue to the war. 

Mean time the Turkijh forces were daily pouring into 
Dalmatia : their intention was to attack all the fortified 
places at one time, by dividing their army, and thus prevent 
their aflifting each other. Already Nadin^ a place of ftrength, 
was fallen into their hands ; the fame fate attended Laure- 
m : 7jara and other towns were invefted and warmly prefled : 
Zemona and Antivavi were little lefs than conquered, being 
abandoned, by the garrifons, and defended only by tl^ bravery 
of a few Sclavonian and Venetian volunteers. However, their 
refolution, and the fpeedy fupplies fent from Venice^ tri- 
umphed over misfortune, and obliged the Turks to abandon 
Dalmatia with precipitation 

But t\\e Venetians not contented with relieving the 

beficgcd towns, and driving the infidels out of Dalmatia^ they 
attacked and recovered fome of the places poflefled by the 
enemy. A vigorous plan of operations was laid down, which, 
if purfued, would foon have ’obliged the haughty to 

fue for peace j bqt the luke-warmnefs of the duke of Vrhiniy 
who was made general of the land-forces, foon convinced 
the moft difeerning, that no great matters could be expeded 
while he commanded. 

I^'he Venetian fleet under Capello having joined the pope’s 
gallies, commanded by the bifhop of Aquileia^ all men were 
impatient for the event of this junction. Already the com- 
bined fleet was powerful enough to occafion the retreat of 
Barbaroffa to Negropont \ and the emperor engaged bis word 
to reinforce it with thirty gallies, fifteen men of war, and 
three thoufand Spanijh infantry ; a promife, the execution of « 
which was much doubted. However, contrary to the general 
opinion, Gonzaga arrived with the gallies at Corfu^ the men of 
war being left behind under fome fpecious pretext^ His arri- 
val was of little fervice, as he refufed to clofe with the pro- 
pofals made by Capello and Grimani. They had agreed to 

• Parut. ibid. * Maurocen. ibid. etPARr*- a. ^ ^ 
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fcour the Levant feas, and fecure the coafis from the Irrup* 
tfons and defcents of the infidels ; but with this Gonzaga re- 
fufed to Coincide, under pretence that it would be for the dif- 
credit of his imperial niajeily to attempt any thihg with a 
fleet tbo fmall to fupport the dignity of his arms. Grimani^ 
tired out with tedious expedlation, upon this declaration fe- 
{)arated from Capelloy taking with him the pope^s thirty-five 
gallies. In his courfe he made a bold, but unfuccefsful, at- 
tack upon the fortrefs of Prevofa ; foon after which Poria^ 
with the emperor’s men of war, joined Capello at C(^ju. An 
exprefs being fent to Grimanu to advertifehim of this junftion 
and of their intention to attack Prevofa with the united fleets, 
he returned. The confederate fleet now amounted to one 
hundred and thirty-fix gallies, thirty atmed fhips, and two 
galleons ; S' force, if rightly applied, fufficient to crufh the 
whole Othoman naval power. Previous to the defeent on 
vofa^ thi^ fleered directly for the Turkijh fleet in line of bat- 
t)e ; Doridt as commander in chief, leading the van. Barba^ 
rojfa^ receiving intelligence of their courfe, retired to the 
ftraits 6f Gallipoli^ in order to protraft the war, which he 
knew would breed divifions, and foon feparate the confede- 
rates. He likewife tampered with Dorian whom he foort 
gained by liberal prefents and promifes ; a feafonable advan'^ 
tage, as his retreat from Corfu had given his enemies an oc- 
cafictfi to tax his conduit andf his courage. To reinftate him- 
felf in the public efleem, Barbarojfa xcfolved to come to an 
engagement with the confederates, and to infure fuccefs, he 
thought the moft commodious method was to be on good 
terms with the chief officer ". 

,Upon this change of opinion fifty gallies Were difpatchcd 
in queft of the Chriftians, and were foon difeovered by the 
centinels in the tops of the Venetian fleet ; upon which a 
fignal was made for engaging : they poured broad fidcs into 
the Turki/h fleet fo briskly, that they were fiiddenly broke and 
put in confufion. The Venetians were preparing to board ^beha/e 
them, vthmDoria ordered fail to beflackened, and thus gave 
the Turks an opportunity to efcape, when he had them at 
mercy. It was with difficulty the Venetians obeyed the or- 
der ; but imagining the admiral had fome great ftroke in 
view, they complied. Finding, however, that he efteded 
nothing for the common intcreft, the whole fleet was en- 
raged, officers and foldiers equally reproaching the cowardice 
or treachery of Doria. Capello carried his relentmcnt fo far, Olligedto 
that Doria found himfelf under the neceffity of again pro- atuick the 

Turkiih 

fub. hoc. An. PiikRUT. I. lo. Maurocen. I. 7. pet. 
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ceediflg in order of battle againft the eneniy. After hp had 
ufed all the difluafive arguments in his power, perceiving 
they had no efFe£t, he commanded the bloody flag to be hold* 
edy and led the fleet a fecond time, his own divifion heading 
the van. harbarojfa^ though he was alarmed at this condud, 
yej ftill relied on Dorians engagements. Advancing therefore 
to meet the enemy, feveral motions were made for gaining 
the )^ndward, which the fuperior skill of the confederates 
carrietl^but a calm enfuing, both fleets lay for fome hours 
within light of each other ; the Venetians all the w-Hlle impa- 
tient to engage. Capello ordered his large Ihips to be towed, 
that no time might be lod. Thefe he placed in front, to 
break the firft fhock of the enemy, which he knew would 
be violent. But'D^r/Vs condufl: rendered everj precaution 
ufelefs : it was equally myfterious to his own friends and to 
the enemy. As foon as a gale fprung up, inftead tf' bearing 
down upon the Turkst as was expelled, he took a long fweep, 
which fome conftrued into an intention of attacking their 
line in flank. Capello^ however, law through the, artifice; 
upon which he immediately got into a fmall frigate, failed 
round the fleet, exhorting them to feize the happy moment 
of ending the war. He took upon him to anfwer the confe- 
qucnces of difobeying his fuperior : he openly accufed him of 
betraying his truft, went up to Doria^ and intreated him to 
DoriaV fall direftly upon the enemy ; but all to no purpofe. That ad-* 
difgraceful miral, after exchanging a few diftant (hot with the enemy, 
retreat. retired with his fquadron, making a fignal for the reft of the 
fleet to follow. His pretence was, that the Turks were drawn 
up fo advantageoufly, and fo well covered by the batteries 
they had thrown up on the (hore, that it would be impofliblc 
to engage them with fuccefs. The enemy, enepuraged by 
this (hameful condufl, attacked the rear of the combined 
fleet with fome advantage ; took feven gallies, and nine fri- 
gates, when happily a ftorm arifing, prevented the purfuit. 
Doria ordered all the lights to be put out, and returned dif- 
gracefully to Corfu^ when he might with equal eafe have 
brought both victory and honour. In his flight be was infulted 
by BarbarojJahxmkMj who called him in derifion, the Neptune 
of the fea ; a name he had once defervedly borne on account 
of his skill in maritime affairs 

Thus ended the battle of near the promontory 

of /f^iumy from which time the naval abilities of the Chriftians 
would feem to decline.' All blamed Doria^ fome attributing 
his conduct to cowardice, fome to jealoufy of Venetians; i 


s but 
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but the greater number to treachery (A) : his futum condinSl 
was eoDftftent. The fleet failing from Corfu to CaJiUnuovo^ 
a town formerly belonging to the Venetians^ Doria garrjfoned 
it foldiers, retaining it for the ufe of the em- 

perpr ; after which he returned to Sicily^ without attempting 
any thing farther. Jovim fays, that Doria defpifed all ihe/q- 
proaches thrown out againft him, fati^fied that he a£ted 
according to his orders ; thus transferring the whole blame on 
the emperor, who wanted nothing more than to eij^^ge the 
republican a ruinous war with the infidels. His motives, ac- 
cording to that hidorian, were to feize upon their poflefflpns 
on the continent, as foon as they were reduced fo low, as to 
be unable to fupport another war. Sigonius and others 
fcruplc not to charge the whole mifcondilft upon the Vene- 
tians. Not contented with vindicating Doria^ where he is un- 
juftly blrflfied, he ventures to applaud his condufl, where, if 
we can at all rely on the concurring teftimony of all the Ve- 
netian writers*, it is utterly indefenfible. What fers his treachery 
or cowardice in themoft confpicuous view, is his refufal, upon 
the intreaty of Capello^ to attack Bay'harojfay notwiihftanding 
he had been weakened by the lofs of half his fleet in a 
ftorm. In excufe of this, his panegyrift Sigonius advances but 
frivolous and weak arguments 

SjooN after the departure of Doria to Sicily, Grimani like- 
wife drew ofF the pope’s gallies, under pretence of the rigour 
of the fcafon, and the hazard of keeping the fca longer. 
Thus the Venetians were left alone to oppofe an enemy fb 
greatly fuperior, which, with the difgracc at Anium, the 
infblence of Doria in putting a Spanijh garrifon in a town be- 
longing to the republic, plainly indicated the hazard of con- 
- tinuing the war, intolerable on account of the expencc. All 
thefe circumftances co-operating, the fenate was induced to 
’ think of a peace upon fuch terms as could be procured. Cer- 
tain fecret intelligence tranfmitted to the council of ten, per- 
fuaded them that Solyman was no Icfs dirpofed to a com po- 
rtion : however, without diminifhing the dignity of the flace, 

* Paruta, ibid. 

(A) This lall conjedure is the great jufiice, attri- 

fupported by the authority of buting the ivhole difgrace to 
the Turks themfelves, who own- the corruption of the Genoefe 
cd, that a fcandalous fecret cor- admiral. But the cleared proofs 
refpondence had been c^^ried on are to be found in Peter Bmbo\ 
between Doria and Barharojfa. epillles to his brother the cardi- 
has a long detail of this nal. Vid.cp. i. 1 . 1. Baron. 
tranfa6?.on, in which he does 8.^. i 62 ./itb. Am. 1538 
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they could not publicly fend an ambaflador to make propbfalsf 
To avoid fufpicions of this kind, Lorenzo Gritti went to Con- 
Jlantinople^ in order to found the fentiments of the djvan, but 
under pretence of fettling the affairs of his brother, la{bly de*- 
ceafcd. Gritti entered upon the affair with the utmoft deli- 
cacy, firft propofing a truce, which was rejede/l, and after- 
wards a general pacification. In this his defigns were leconded 
by X\i^rench refident, who had his fecret reafons for a£ling 
in th^'anner he thought would be moft grateful the re- 
public. Soi)man foon confented to a feparate peace with 
the Venetians^ but refufed to include the emperor, againft 
whom he was deflrous of turning the whole weight of the 
Othomafi power. ^Charles coming to the knowledge of Gritti^s 
negotiation, fent an ambaflador to Fenice to obftru£l the 
peace : his views were not yet anfwered ; the rg;publiQ was 
ftill too powerful to be made a prey ; every pofliWe means 
was, therefore, ufed to oblige her to continue the war. Don 
Diego de Mendoxa^ the Spanijh minifter, coinplained in the 
fenate of a conduct fo injurious and difreijpeiSlful to his mafter, 
and unfaithful to the alliance. The fenate anfwered him by 
retorting the emperor’s breach of engagements, the dilatory 
mcafures of his councils, and the treachery of his admiral ; 
they told him, that as to the league, it wholly confiftcd of pro- 
mifes never performed ; that they were made the tools cf the 
emperor’s politics, and the whole load of the war was thrown 
upon Venice. Altercations of the fame nature paffed at the 
imperial court, between the Venetian ambaflador and the Spa^ 
nijh miniftry r. 

Int this fltuation flood affairs towards the clofe of the year 
1538, when Gritti the doge died, after be had occupied that 
dignity with great applaufe for the fpace of fifteen years : he 
was then in his eighty-fourth year, a prince of prudence, 
benevolence, and many other amiable virtues ; a great pro- 
moter of the liberal arts, and of public charities, oome no- 
ble foundations of this kind, begun under his aufpices, are 
Handing monuments of his liberality, piety, and tafte ; the 
elegance of the architefture being exceeded by nothing befides 
the utility and piety of the deflgn. Gritti had maintained the 
people in the full extent of their liberties, and the republic 
in the polTeflions of all her dominions^ through a period 
abounding more, perhaps, than any other in biftory, with 
dark mtrigues, deceitful friendfhips, and cruel wars. He died 
in the full exertion of his mental, and without diminution of 
Jiij^bodily faculties, •efteemed and lamented by all good men, 
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as the /ather of his country, the patron of merit, and the 
fuccour the poor and op^eilcd 

PIETRO LAN DO, Doge LXXVIIL 

GRITTI was fucceeded by Pietro Lands, ele£led after the Pietro 
ufual forms » he clofely purfued the meafures of his prcdeccf- Lando, 
for, and with equal zeal defired to put a period to a burthen* doge 
Come and pernicious war. The envoy’s negotiations^e^t on LXXV^II 
buTflbwly at Conjlantinople, the emperor Charles having thrown 
many embarrafTments in hts way, however ftrenil^s the doge 
and fenate were in purfuit of pacific meafure^ This obliged 
the republic to augment her ftanding forces, Mleet, and gar- 
rifons, And'ng bow little they were to rel/ upon auxiliaries 
and allies, and how uncertain the profped of ending the war. 

Orders ^yere difpatched to Contareni, the proveditor, in Cayt^ 
dia, to equip twenty-five gallies ; levies were raifed in the 
city, and four thoufand artificers enrolled in the public fer- 
vice, who (hould be obliged to pra^tife rowing, and make 
four cruifes a year, certain privileges being decreed to thofe 
who fhould exceed the number of expeditions fpecified. The 
old duke of Vrhini being dead, his fon GuyUbaldo was created 
generaliffimo of the Venetian forces on the continent. Moro, 
the proveditor, was appointed to command the naval arma- 
meilts of the republic, during the abfence of Capello^ at that 
time in Venice for the recovery of his health, impaired in the 
public fervicc. Moro being foon after killed in fome popu- 
lar feditions in Candia, Thomafo Moemgo was appointed in his 
room by the fenate. 

In this manner did the Venetians prepare againft the pre- 
carious ilTue of tedious negotiations. Neither were the Turks 
idle ; Barbarojfa could not digeft the lofs of Cajllenuovo, and 
was determined, at all events, to attempt the recovery of a 
place of great importance to the Othoman naval power. He 
had left a diviiion of the fleet, confiding of thirty fail, under 
Dragut his lieutenant, to block up the Venetian fquadron in 
Corfu, and fcour thofe coafls : this Dragut effedlually per- 
formed, laying his fcheme fo artfully, that he drew a part of 
the Venetian fleet into an ambufeade, by which he drove three 
gallies on fliore, where they were flavcd to pieces, and 
took one large (hip of war. Elated with this fuccefs, he made 
a defeent on Candia^ burning and walling the coafls ; but 
was foon attacked by the militia with fo much courage and 
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impetuofity, that, after a brisk aSioii) the Turis were defeated^ 
and driven with great flaughter to their (lijps \ 

' About this time young Gritti returned from Conjiantino^ 

* pky where all be could obtain was a fufpejniion of hqfiilities 
for three months, in order to adjuft the preliminaries of a ge- 
neral pacification ; to negociate which Pietro Zeno was fent 
inequality of ambalTador extraordinary to ; during 

the preparations for this ambafly, Gritti was returned as re- 
fidciK, ^rith advice of the republic’s intention to fend an am- 
baflador^^ Zri70 died foon after his departure from Veciicey and 
Thomafo ConSireni was nominated to fucceed him, who, on 
his arrival {2onJiantinopley foon obtained a prolongation of 
(' the truce. Barbarojfay however, was intent on recovering 
CaJiUnuovo^ whi^h, being held by a Spanijh garrifor, he 
thought he might attack it without infratSlion of the truce with 
n-ifTuik? Coming before it with above one hundr^id gallies, 

attack and and a body of troojw raifed by the beglerbeg of Greece^ he 
take Ciif- fummoned the governor to furrender, threatening him with 
tlciiuovo. all the horrors of war, if he refufed. The Spaniards^ offered 
to deliver the city to the Venetians ; but this they would not 
accept, faying it was now too late : had it been given them 
according to the exprefs terms of the league, they would 
then have known how to a<5f, but at prefent their acceptance 
would be an infraction of the truce with Solymatiy and the 
means of breaking off the treaty in agitation. Barbarujfa a 
fecond time fummoning the garrifon, was told they fhould 
defend it to the laft extremity; upon which he erefted bat- 
teries on fhorc, and bombarded the town from the fleet. The 
bcfiegcd, after perfevering to defend themfelves with great 
refolijtion, were, at laft reduced to extremities : the town was 
almoft laid in afties, the breach in the walls made practicable, 
the number of the garrifon greatly diminiftied by fickncfs and 
death, and above all a famine prevailed ; for thefe reafons 
they capitulated, but on honourable terms « 

From hence Barbarojfh failed to Rifanoy which he had fur- 
rendered to him on the firft fummons, the governor not be- 
lieving it tenable. Leaving a garrifon here, he fteered his 
courfe to Catarray where Jplatteo Bernboy brother to the learn- 
ed cardinal of that name, had the command of a Venetian 
garrifon. Earbarojfa skreened his attack upon this place, un« 
der various pretences: he knew it to be a direCl violation of 
the truce now fubfifting ; but he likewife knew that his fuc- 
cefs would be extremely grateful to the Turkijh miniftiy. 
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The iirft reafonalledgedin defence of 'this trerpa& was, that 
Catarra ]^as aTan£luary for flaves, that deferted t\itTnrktJh fer* 
vice 5 the next was, that neither Catarra ox any other town on 
that ^oaft belonged to the republic ; he therefore funtmoned 
Bemba to furrender. Bembo penetrated the'thin artifice,' and 
fent him a refolute anfwer, that nothing lefs than the exprels 
command of .the doge and fenate would oblige him to aban; 
don a town entrufied to his charge ; and that he w^d con- 
tinue to defend it againft all th^ po>Ker. ,of Solyman^ while one 
ftone fttod upon another.. Without making anu^Iy, Bar--, 
harojfa ordered the van of his fleet to advance vjnthin diftanc^ 
to batter the walls. /By fome mifeondui^^f the admiral 
they were brought fo hear, that, having ^en expofed for 
half an V»ur to a hot fire from the town,/they were wholly 
ihattered, broken, and obliged to retire, in. the utmoft con- 
fafion diftrefs. Tfie day following the reft of the fleet 
advanced, having detached a few (hips to cover the landing 
of the troops at fome diftance from the town. Bembo plied 
his.artyiery fo warmly, that the general was diivcn 

back with lofs : nor did the land-forces fare better 5 the gar- 
rtfon, having made a brisk fally before they had time to draw 
up, routed them with prodigious flaughter, returning tri- 
umphant to the town, with a number of prifoners, ftandards, 
kettle drums, and other trophies. BarbareJJa^ after recon- 
noitring the town from the land-fidc, and obferving the fpi- 
rit of the garrifon, thought it advifeablc to jefm^ark tho 
troops, and draw off the fleet 

The truce being near expired, and but il| obferved by the 
the Venetian ambaflador demanded an audience of the 
Grand Seignior. He reprefented to him the little piofpcft 
there was of advantage to either fide in continuing the war - 
he defired a prolongation of the truce, or a peace, telling 
Solyman, that not the terror of his power, but the admiration 
of his virtues made the republic fo defirous of entering into 
his friendfhip- Sedyman was pafTive during this difeourfe, and 
making no, reply, referred Cantareni to the grand vizier. His 
firft propofition to the minifter was, that all places taken dur- 
ing the war fliould be mutually reftored ; but the vizier an- 
fwered, that fo far from reftoring the towns he had taken, 
Solyman would hearken to no' conditions unlefs Napoli and 
Malvejia were furrendered ; he even doubted whether he 
would not infift on all the towns pollefled by the republic on 
the Greek coaft as far as Ca/Uenuovo i and alfo on being reim- 
burfed the expences of the war. To this Contareni replied, 
that be was but the fervant of theftate, and had no inftruc- 
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tiom on that head ; but he was pretty certain the republic 
would never grant terms fo ignominious, until they '«ver& cx* 
torted after Ihe had (bed the laft drop oF her blood : 
that, for his own part, as Far as his influence *:vould 
extend, he would ardently oppofe fuch a conceflion; and 
that whatever value he put upon the friendfhip of Solymanj 
he would never confent to purchafe it with the price of his 
country^r. honour 

CONT^ARENI returned to Venice^ and laboured all in his 
power to^rr^pnt the furrender of Napoli and Malvejia ; but 
the council of'S^en, perceiving that their affairs were betrayed 
to the French la^g and the emperor ; that the people mur- 
mured under the^urthen of the war ; and that if it was con-* 
tinued, they muft Kipport it without any expe£lation<rom their 
allies, refolved to accept the conditions propofed. Both the 
imperial and French ambafladors were indcFatigabld^ in their 
endeavours to form a party in the republic, to oppofe the pa- 
cific meafures ; but all endeavours proved fruitlefs. The fe- 
nate was determined, and in this refolution they weic con-* 
firmed by the opinion of fome of the mod prudent perfon- 
ages, and the doge himfelf : the great obftacle was the ilrong 
attachment of the inhabitants* of thofc two cities [Napoli and 
Malvefta) to the republic, and avcrfion to the Turkijh govern- 
ment. They requefted, in the mod pathetic terms, jhat 
they might not be facrificed to a cruel enemy ; that they 
might be permitted to defend their liberties, which they were 
in hopes the judicc of their caufe, and their own zeal, would 
enable them to perform, without expence or trouble to thp 
republic. The fenate was moved with their rcmcndrance j 
and fending 'Mocenigo the general to them, promifed that all 
thofe who were defirous of continuing under the government 
of Venice^ Ihould have a provifion equal to their prefent cir- 
Peace cen- cumdances. With this they were quieted, and without far- 
cluded ther objeftiofis permitted the peace to be concluded. At lad, 
•iv/V^So- towards the ejofeof the year 1540, it was figned at Conjian^ 
lyman. tinople^ to remain firm and valid for the fpace of thirty years. 

Napoli and Malvejia were furrendered to the Turks^ the greater 
part of the inhabitants removing into other towns of the re- 
public. The fleets pf the fenate were laid up, and their ar- 
mies disbanded, all befides the ufual danding forces, and 
the (hipping neceflary to prote£t commerce 
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SECT. VII. 

Containing the pacific Meafitres of the Senate fuhfequenf 
to the Xgefty with Solytoan i Death of the Doge • 
Difturbances in Italy i Death of the new ^oget 
Refignation of Charles the Fifth ; Deatl/^Doge 
Veniftri ; a dreadful plague in Ytruc^a frejh 
War with the Grand Signior \ the Intf^on of Cy- 
prus i and other Particulars. ^ 

A fter peace was concluded with Solyman^ Venice began 
oi«e more to tafte the fweets and bleffings of tranqui- 
lity, of induftry, and of commerce : her fleets were fent in 
Ihoals to every port of the Levant., RgypU and the Turii/b 
dominibns : they even filled almoft every harbour in Europe. 
The difeoveries of the Portuguefe had, without doubt, Icflcned 
the trade of the republic, but ftill it retained the appearance 
of its former grandeur. The Venetians engrofled the whole 
Levant traffic, as well as that of Egypt, many ports in Africa 
zxA^Afus, for as yet trade had not univcrfally changed the old 
channel ; but however afliduoufly the Venetians might purfue 
the pacific arts, they were ftill difturbed by the commotions in 
Germany, and the perpetual rivalihip. between the emperor 
and king of Frarm. Thefc princes had, indeed, confirmed 
the truce of UUe, and exchanged many other tcftimonics 
of mutual love and efteem, which infpired hopes that 
they had intirely laid afule their animofities ; but a va- 
riety of accidents foon intervened to interrupt the wilhed-for 
harmony. John, king of Hungary, dying, left an infant fon 
by his wife Ifabella, daughter of the king of Poland : his 
kingdom, which by right belonged to his ilTue male, was 
claimed by Fer£nand, king of the Romans, in confequence 
of a pretended agreement with the deceafed. After fefeing 
upon a number of towns and fortreiTes in Hungary, Ferdinand, 
perceiving he was likely to meet with a formidable oppofition 
from the queen dowager, fent an arobafty to Sefyman, requeft- 
ing his affiftance, and that he might be permitted to hold 
Hungary upon the fame tenure as John ; but in this he was 
anticipated by the dowager, who had procured a folemn de- 
putation of the barons of the kingdom to Solyman, and that 
prince’s promife that Hungary fliould bp kept for her infant. 
DO intenfed was the Grand Seignior at Ferdinand's claim, 
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that, refolving to attack him by fea and land, he revoked the 
treaty with the French amb^iTador, and determined^ypon vi- 
gorous meafures fpt the pt6te£tion of the young king, of 
Hungary *. 

Nor were the troubles in the Low Countries appeafed j 
Charles having rigoroufly punifhed the rebellion of the Ghen- 
tot\ ^y that means widened the breach between him and 
France*. ^Francis was the more encouraged in’ his refentmbnt, 
as he forefaw that a powerful diverfion in his fevour would 
be madc^y.,i^fli^/«^wf in Hungary and Bohemia. Chhrles's re- 
fufal to comp^ with the terms propofed concerning the Mi^ 
lanefe was ano^er caufc of grievance : but the greateft 
complaint arof^iJrom the murder of Rinfon and Tregofay the 
French ambaffadoia to the Forte. Thcfe demancHng a fafe 
paiTage through the Venetian dominions, obtained their re- 
queft, but were overtaken by fome Spanijh infantr^«near Pa- 
vioy and murdered. Above meafure incenfed at this treache-* 
rous condu£f, and the emperor’s equivocation concerning 
peace and the reftitution of Milany Francis difpatchtd ano- 
ther ambaiTador to Solymany with inftru£lions to call in his 
.way, and lay thofe grievances before the republic. The fe- 
nate was provoked at the recital of an infult upon the laws 
of nations ; but not chufing to enter upon another war, were 
filent : a galley, however, was difpatched to convey the mi- 
nifter to Turkey. 

Mean while, as Ferdinands army had been lately defeated 
by the Turksy it was expedled the emperor would have 
marched in perfon to his relief ; but this did not coincide 
with his meafures. In this fiate of affairs the fenate deter- 
mined upon a neutrality : the republic groaned under the 
expences of the laft war : peace had yet produced little cf- 
fefls in reftoring commerce, or enriching the people. They 
were aware of the confequcnce to Chrijlendom the lofs of 
Hungary would produce, but then they faw the emperor de- 
cline interpofing : their engaging for the relief of lb diftant 
2, kingdom would only bring themfelves into danger, without 
anfwering the end. Ferdinand was too weak an ally : the 
princes of the empire were not well affedied to the houfe of 
Aujirta \ they would take no fteps which could aggrandize it. 
The reafons for Solyman's affifting the dowager were obvious; 
he deftred nothing lefs than putting the crown upon the head 
of the young king ; but this was a plaufible pretext for an- 
nexing Hungary to the Othoman empire. Venice penetrated 
thrs myfterious condudf of the different courts ; Ihe traced 
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the political clue of intrigue, but determined not to be guided 
by it, no(to provoke fo powerful a monarch as Solyman^ with- 
out her own privileges were iinmcdiately attacked ^ * 

year following his holinefs petitioned the fenatc, that 5 
the general council might be allowed to affemble at Vincenzo^ , 5 .^’ 
which they declined from an apprehenfion of giving um- ^ 
brage to iha Borte* Their refufal had fome colour of reafen, 
on account of an accident which lately happened, thai^ould 
•not fail of giving offence io Solyman. ITwo Turkijh 
in their Way from Barbary to Conjiantinopky fell i^^ith the 
Venetian proveditor : as they endeavoured all ^ their power 
to avoid him, it afforded a fufpicion they wer^/ pirates, upon 
which he came up, engaged, and took theli, fetiing all the 
Chriftianswin board at liberty. This a£licjn the Porte^ and 
tfpecially Barbaroffa^ refented, as the gallies were his pro- 
perty : threatened revenge, but was appeafed by the fub- 

million of the republic, and her confenting to repay the da- 
mages. On this occafion Solyman fcnt an ambafTador to AV- 
nicey who was treated with high marks of di(lin£lion : by 
him the late peace was ratified and confirmed 
In this manner flood affairs for the two following years : 
both the emperor and France laboured to engage the republic 
in a war, which fhe was no lefs afliduous to avoid. Francis 


fent his minider Polin to make any terms with the Venetians ; 
but they would accept of none to break with the emperor : 
on the other hand, they were equally inflexible to the em- 
peror’s propofals to engage them in an alliance againft the 
Turis, Peace was their aim, but in purfuing it too clofcly 
they run the hazard of difobliging all parties. The French The repuh- 
king was already highly incenfed againft them, through the licfiUdted 
mifreprefentations of his minifters at Venice : they comjdaincd h 
of an infult upon their authority, in dragging away by force 
certain criminals who had fought protedUon in their houfes. . 

This affair, however, was fet in a proper light by the memo- 
rials of the fenate to Francis. Yet an accident of another na- 
ture involved the indifputes with /Vr^//wWand the^' 


empire : the feizure of Maran may be deemed the firft foun- 
dation of a future bloody war. Bertrand de Sacchia^ a fub- 
jedl of the republic, was *6 author of this meafure, without 
powers froth the fenate. Finding himfelf too weak to keep 
pofleifion, he called in the aififtance of Strozzi^ a Florentine te- 
fugee, who foon arrived with a ftrong body of foldiers, and 
ereded the ftaitdatd of France in the city. Maran belonged 
to Ferctinandy and the fenate doubted not but he would attri- 
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bate this violence ofiered to his dominions to their fdcret .in- 
firudions. The emperor would of confequence be^offended, 
* and yet as the French llandard was ere6led9 and chh ciqr keipt 
. in his name, they were greatly embarrafled. To reftore the 
Di/hutis weight involve them in a quarrel with Prancisj finlfe they 
tonc^inp- were ignorant of his fecret motives for adting in this man- 
tbe city remain indifferent fpedtators, would as furely dif- 

Maran. obliga the emperor and Ferdinand : but their greateft fears 
arofe riKtm the fufpicions that Maran might be delivered to 
Solyman^ Strezzi threatened, unlefs he was fpeedily^relieved, 
for he wJi'^ofcIy befieged by the imperial forces. As the 
diftance of ||is city from Venice did not exceed twenty-five 
miles, they gmtly dreaded the near neighbourhood of the 
Turis \ j 

To difengage ihfe republic from her prefent difagreeable 
circumftances, the fenate publifhed a prodamation, ^bidding, 
under pain of death, any of the fubjedfs of the ftaK to aid^ 
abet, dr any ways affift, by men, money, provifions, or arms, 
the city of Maran*, They took into cuftody the wife and 
children of Sacchia^ that fuch a pledge might be a check upon 
his conduft. Thcfe meafures they hoped would appeafe Fer- 
dinand : however, that Sacchia and Strozzi might not be ren- 
dered defperatc enough to put the city into Solyman^^ bands, 
the fenate fecretly tampered with them, promifing that all 
things fhould fbon be accommodated to their fatisfadion. . In 
the mean time the bifhop of ^rente arrived at Venice^ in qua- 
lity of Ferdinand^s ambailador, to folicit a fleet for the reduc- 
tion of Maran. The fenate exprelTed their wiflies he might 
recover a city fo unjuftly fnatched from him, but declined 
offering the fleet, under pretence that matters might better 
be accommodated by negotiations. Accordingly a treaty was 
fet on foot ; but difficulties arifing, it was fpun out to fo great 
length, that Strozzi declared unlefs things were brought to a 
fpeedy iffue, he would furrender the city to the Turis. Nor 
was this the only bufinefs of the congrefe which fat at Trentey 
for they endeavoured to adjuft certain differences between Fer- 
dinand and the republic of an old ftanding, relative to the 
cities Belgrade and Cajllenuovo^ mortgaged by the houfe of 
Aujlria to the eledor of Saxony.^ and by him made over to 
the Venetians. Although the emperor a£ted the part of me- 
diator in this difpute, the congrefs broke up without coming tb 
an agreement, which determined both the emperor and France 
to decide the affair of Maran by the fword. About five thou- 
fand French horfe and foot were fent to the relief of Strozzi ; 
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and, tn the other hand, an* imperial may was forming to 
reinforce the befiegers. The Venetians granted a free paflage 
tothe'tfoops of both fidcs, by that means the ftronger to 
evince their neutrality : they were, however, difpleafed that 
a fm^ll fquadron, equipped at Triejle^ (hould enter the har- 
bour of Digrana^ which belonged to the republic, and thence 
block up Marm. ^ 

STRO’jSZh, who was now reduced to great difficul^, fent^rV^^ pf 
a meiTage to the fenate, defiring their acceptance tbc city Maran. 
Maran^ aiid fpeedy compliance with his requefr^^to prevent 
the nccelEty he Ihould be under of entering y.;Ji?terms with 
fomc other ftaie, Francis^ in recompence^f his fervices, 
had alEgned him his right to the place, liberty to dif- 
pofe of it to the beft advantage ; but he^xcepted reftoring 
it to Ferdinand -j nor would that anfw^er the purpofes of Stroz- 
ziy who wanted a large fum of money, which Ferdinand 
would iieither be willing nor able to advance. Perplexed 
with this propofal, the fenate at length determined to em- 
brace it, fearing above all things the city fhould fall into the 
hands of Solyman» Two commiflioners were accordingly ap- 
pointed to fettle the conditions with Strozzi^s deputy I hcfeTT^^i Vene- 
were foon concluded, upon the republic confenting to give tians ^»r- 
him thirty thoufand ducats as an equivalent. Alejfandro Ben- chafe Ma- 
dimiero was chofen proveditor of the city, and fent with aran.^ 
body of troops to take pollcflion. 

His moft Chriftian majefty fent the cardinal of Ferrara to 
Venicey to folicit his caufe with the fenate : he relied much 
on the addrefs of this venerable prelate, filvered over with 
experience and wifdom. The cardinal was received with 
thofe marks of refped^, which were due both to his oivn cha- 
radler, and the quality of his employer : he artfully put the 
moft favourable conftru£lions on the conduA and policy of 
Ftancisy while he threw a veil over every inftance of the cm- 
perpr’s afFeeftion for the republic : he had now an opportu- 
nity, and was at no lofs for arguments, to prejudice the fenate 
againft the alliance between England and the emperor : he re- 
collefled every inftance through the depths of hiftory, to de- 
preciate the charailers of the emperors, and to le/Ten their 
inclinations towards Venice y beginning with Othoy and tracing 
down their politics to Charles : he enlarged on the cunning, 
injuftice, and even impiety of engaging a chriftian ftate in 
war with fo powerful a monarch as Solyman : he even re- 
minded them of the deteftable treaty in which Maximilian 
had engaged France and other powers, for fliajiiuig the fpoils 
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* of the republic; neither did he forget the Fate inffahee of 
DoViah double condu6F, which had nearly been attcijded with 
' fatal confcquenccs ‘ 

‘ Such reprefentations as thefe could not fail of favouring the 

views of Francis ; efpecially in a fenate already difpofed io live 
upon the moft friendly terms with Solyntan. However, all 
his f arguments were countermined by others, no lefs art- 
ful o’rt^ the fide of the emperor ; yet the cardinal Ferrara 
found* m3ans to engage -the pope and confiftory to throw in 
all their it^^encc. In confequence, upon his return to Romtj 
he procure who was banifhed Florence, to be fent 

to acquaint tht? Senate of the pontiff’s partiality in faVour of 
the French monaVrh. Cavalcanti was a man of letters, an 
orator, polite, afftble, and converfant in bufinefs. ^ His elo- 
quence was of the perfuafive kind, irrefiftibly engaging, as he 
had the art of concealing his real defigns : yet all .he could 
obtain of the inflexibly prudent fenate, amounted to ho more 
than a fincere delire, that a reconciliation between his impe- 
rial majefty and Francis might be effeded. Even in this 
particular they refolved upon moderation, left their zeal 
might be mifinterpreted at Conflantinople* 

BARBAROSSA was at this time ravaging the coafts of 
Italy with a fleet of near two hundred fliil, well provided 
with provifions and ammunition* On his arrival at Rcr^io, 
the capital of Calabria^ he found the city abandoned ; but 
the citadel defended by a SpaniJIj garrifon. This he attacked 
and^took, giving their, Jiberty to the prifoners, at the inftance 
of Polin, the French envoy, who accompanied the infidel, 
I'he terror of the Turtijh arms had fpread itfelf all ovtx Italy , 
nor was itfelf free from apprehenlions. Bwt Polin fent 
alTuranccs, and difperled proclamations round the country, 
that his incurfions fliould be confined wholly to the imperial 
dominions 

BARBAROSSA, having watered at OJiia, coafted along 
Tufeany and Genoa, without touching, until he arrived at 
Marfeilles, where he was magnificently entertained. Thence 
he proceeded, with the count cVF.nguine, who commanded 
Nice fo- jhe French fleet, to lay fiege to Nice, He began with attack- 
jng the town, which Andrea Montford^ a Savoyard, de- 
fended with abundance of courage. The batteries had ef- 
fefted a breach, and Montford fuftained an affault, before he 
made any propofals to capitulate ; at laft he took occafion, 
while the articles of furrender were preparing, to retire with 
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the gariifim and moft valuable efl^s into the citadel. With- 
out loTs of time, the enemy made their approaches ; but 
this fortrelb, flrong*by arc and nature, foiled all the at>- 
tempts of Barbtiroja and the French commander. In want of 
powderf and other necellaries, they were at length forced 
to raife the flege, and reimbark the troops. Barharejfa paf- 
fed the winter with his fleet in the ports of TouUn and 
feilUs\ and tWnextyear^ after ravaging afecond tinn^ ^the 
coafts of Italy ^ he returned to CenflantinepUy where he died 
towards the clofe of the year one thoufand five hundred and 
forty- four\ , ; 

This event, and the reparation of the Turkijh and French 
fleets, would facilitate, it was imagined, a Jtzct between 
their Imperial and Chriflian majefties. At lejngth it was con- 
cluded, under the aufpices of the French queen, by means of 
Don Gabriel de Guzman and her confeflbr. The Venetians 
were inciiCded in this treaty, as the fenate condudled itfelf 
with fo ftriA a neutrality, that neither party had caufe of 
complaint. A treaty was likewife fet on foot between the 
^rrvptxov^ Ferdinand^ 2ini Solymani and for this purpofe am- 
bafladors were fent by thofe princes to Conjlantinople, An end 
was likewife put to the difputcs between Ferdinand and the 
republic ; both parties agreeing to fettle differences refpe6l- 
ing the decree of Trent by commiflioners, and to refer the 
late difputes about Mar an to the emperor, which he decided 
by ordering the fenate to pay Ferdinand feventy-fivc thou- 
fand ducats as an equivalent. 

But while the peace between the Porte and the emperor 
was in agitation, fome enemies to the Venetians infinuated 
to Solyman that the republic had given Ferdinand the above 
fum, as a fubfidy ftipulated by treaty for levying forces againft 
the infidels : but the Venetian envoy had no fooner notice of 
thofe calumnies than he went to Solysnany and candidly laid 
open the whole tranfadlion, with which the Turk was per- 
fefUy fatisfied : however, he received inftru£tions from ^e 
fenate that he fhould, to avoid fufoicions, decline vifiting 
the miniflers of the emperor and Ferdinand ; yet, through 
their mediation, a truce for one year was cxmcluded between 
the Porte and the chriflian powers. 

An event of greater importance fell out towards the end 
of the year 1545- It was a controverfy with the Porte con- 
cerning fome diftrids in Dalmatia^ which both fides claimed. 
The langiachs of BoJJhia and Clijfa infilled chat a part of the 
territory of Zara^ containing forty-nine villages, was really a 
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dependency on the fortrelTes of t^adin and Laurina^ belonging 
to Solymam On this account they prohibited the inhabitants of 
this diftrid, under the fevered penalties, to acknowledge the 
fovcreignty of the republic, or of any other -power but the 
Othoman. The (enate was greatly vexed at this proceeding : 
the diftridl was in itfclf valuable in refpedl: to the fafety and 
convenience of Zara \ befides, giving up their right would 
be ti5j)rccedent for farther encroachments. They knew that 
Nadin' ZnA Laurena had no appendages, and that nothing 
could be more infolent than the claim of the Turkijh gover- 
nors ; bfe'^Igtermining, if pofEble, to avoid compulfive means, 
they had re^urfe to the judice of Solyman. Nor ^ had they 
reaibn to repC^U of this meafure : with a moderation and in- 
tegrity becoming a chridian prince, this great man ordered 
commiflioncrs on both ftdes to be appointed, iniiding upon 
their determining the difpute according to equity, without 
regard to power. The commillioners me t, and foJhi adjudged 
the lands in difpute to the Venetians^ with which Solyman 
was perfedly fatisfied K 


FRANCISCO DONATO, DogeLXXIX. 

Francifeo Soon after this tranfaclion Lando died, by which Venice 
Donato, was deprived of a prudent, moderate, and pacific prince, 
doge whofe views centered in promoting the happinefs, tranqui- 
LXXIX. lity, and commerce of the republic. He was fucceecfcd in 
his dignity by Francifeo Donato, whole adminidration com* 
mcnced with apprehenfions that the tranquility of Italy wowlA 
again be foon didurbed. The peace between the emperor and 
France was too ill founded to be lading, and now an addi^ 
lional reafon for purfuing their inveterate animofity occurred. 
As the premature death of the duke of Orleans raifed difputes 
concerning the dutchy of Milan, fo Francis kept poffeflion of 
the dominions he had feized from the duke of Savoy : by this 
h^ hoped to oblige the emperor to reafonable terms relative 
to the Milanefe. Befides this, other clouds obfeured the fe- 
renity of Italy, and threatened a dorm no lefs violent than 
what this unhappy country had lately fudained. His holinefs, 
finding all his endeavours for the aggrandizement of his fa- 
mily terminated in nothing, refolved at one droke to raife his 
foil Pietro Lodovico to a principality ; for this purpofe he dif- 
membered from the holy fee the dutchies of Parma and P/«- 
ceritia, annexed by Julius the fecond to the church patrimony, 
and ci'cilcd them into a principality for Lodovico. Thfe em- 
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Ijeror reVufed to inveft him in the right of tbofe dutchie$,' as 
they had formerly belonged to themilanefeu This contro- 
v^rfy running^igh, his holinefs applied to the Venetians for 
alTiftance, foliciting them to enter into a league with' him for 
the fedurity of Italy. The fenate offered their mediation, 
and thus^ with the domeftic commotions in which both 
the empe'to^ ^d French king were engaged at that tjpfie, 
broke thofe clouds in which was fufpended the f7.ce of 
Italy * 

His htlinefs, perceiving the emperor deeply involved in 
difputcs with the pV^ellant ftates of the ernpij^, refolved to 
proceed in another mannei; : he forefaw that.Vhofe contro- 
verfi^s would terminate in an open rupture,, and, therefore^ 
thought thp beft method of procuring the inveftiturebf Parma 
and Placentia fot hi} fon, would be liberally to aid his impe- 
rial maje^y in fuporefling herefy. Political, not fpiritual, 
realbns moved hirl againft the proteftants ; and while he 
feemed to a£l: as the head of the church, he was in fadi: 
playing Jthe part of father to his own family. No fooner 
were the Venetians acquainted with his intentions, than they 
laboured to divert them. The difeerning fenate forefaw the 
ruin of Italy in making the emperor too powerful, by the op- 
preflion of the proteftant intereft in Germany ; but their en- 
deavours were inefFedual ; the pope was blinded with ambi- 
tion,* and they were forced not only to confeht, but in fomc 
mcafure to aflift his intentions of fuccouring the emperor, 
by allowing a free paflage to his troops. The proteftant 
princes fent an ambafly to Venice^ to requeft that a pallage 
might be denied the pope’s forces : they reprefented the con- 
fequences to Europe in general of permitting the houfc of 
Aujlria to attain fuch a pilch of grandeur, by overthrowing 
the liberties of the empire. Their ambafiadors were well re- 
ceived, but they could obtain nothing, the fenate dreading 
the refentment of his holinefs and the emperor K Soon after 
another ambady arrived from the duke of Saxony and land- 
grave of HeJJi^ to procure the loan of a fum of money ; but 
they alfo were difmilTed with fmooch anfwers and obliging 
denials. 

Although the fenate could not deny the pope’s troops 
a palTage though their dominions, nor prevail on his holi- 
nefs to lay afide his intentions, they exprelTcd their uneafi- 
nefs at feeing Italy filled with military preparations in the 
midftof profound peace. To difpel their apprehenfions, the 
pontiff laid open to the envoy the whole fcheme of his 
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politics and defigns, with which the feliate Was t|Uieted aiid 
their (ears calmed. In this manner did the V.i^iiaiu Con- 
duA themfeives, enjoying peace amidft the titmults of war 
in Germany^ Italy y and France^ to the clofe of the ye^ I5S2) 
when the doge died, in the feventh year of his adminiftra- 
tion. He was pious, munificent, and juft, and of a difpo- 
fifion exadly fuited to the particular circumftaiices of thh 
ftate during his government. 


MAkGQ. AmONIO TREFlSIANOy Dd^LXXX. 

Ma/o fubftituted Mana Arttonio Tnvijianoy who 

Antbnio preferved the republic in the fame pacific meafures, during his 
Trivifia- (hort adniiniftration. He balanced between the contending 
no, doge powers with no lefs caution and delicacy than two pre- 
LXXX. ceding doges had done, until the enor of the year 15539 
when he expired, with the reputation of found politician 


FRANCISCO VENIERIy Doge LXXXI. 

Francifeo fubftituted, by the unanimous voice of 

Venieri, ^he public, Francifeo Venieriy at that time fixty-four years of 
ioge age, the greater part of which he had fpent in the fervice of 
LXXXI. his country. Venieriy amidft the wars carried on in Tufeanyy 
Parmoy Mirandohy Corjicoy and other parts of Italyy found 
means to prolong that tranquility handed down to him by 
his predeceilbrs. In the beginning of the year 1554 died 
pope Juliusy who was fucceeded by Paul the fourth ; for we 
reckon not upon the cardinal of St. Croixy who died a few 
days after his eledion ; and foon after the republican city of 
£/V;z;7aforrendered to the Imperialifts, after a long and bloody 
fiege. The terms they obtained were honourable, and fuch 
as their brave defence merited ; but they were kept as almoll: 
all royal promifes are,, when they clalb with intereft and am- 
bition. Contareniy in bis hiftory of Etruriay places this 
event in the following year ; certain it is, that the capitula- 
tion was iigned fome time before Charles the fifth refigned 
the imperial diadem, which happened in November y 1555. 
The ad of renunciation bears date the twenty-fifth of 0 €Iot 
her \ but it was a month before the fiates, alTembled at Bruf- 
Jils. Philipy bis fudccilbr in the Spanifh monarchy and the 
Indiesy agreeable to his father’s exhortation, feemed defirous 
of cultivating peace ^ but numberleis obftrudions occurrihg 
in the courfc of negotiation, a truce only for five years was 
eftablifhed, and that upon abafis fb unfteady diat it was brdte 
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concluded. The truce was propounded by 
^he 5p^(^miniftry, under the pretext of gaining time to 
. .rt^ ^ peace; but the ad-* 

imnjltration fd 6 n difcovered this to be only a^ veil thrown 
over thb nioft treacherous meafurcs ; to give the duke d*Aha 
time to raifc a force fuilicient to drive the French out of Pied* 
mont^ afKk^ci^ to attack them in Provence ^ 

^ VENIEkS^A the fenate had taken the wifeft and ihoft 
circumipe£l n^fures which the fituation of Europe would 
permit. 3oth tlfeprefcnt doge and his predeceflbrs had ever 
preferred peace to\i^, and never entered upon t!ie latter but 
with a view to repeNgjuries, prote< 9 : liberty a'Jd trade, and 
preferve the political poife of Chrijiendom. In the midft of 
this prud^t admini^ation, the fage Venteri was taken ofF by 
death, after governing the republic with the applaufe of all 
men for the (hort (pue of two years. 

L0REN\0 PiJ/r/Z/, DogeLXXXII. 

Uporo his death the great council met for the election of F.orePTo 
a fucceflbr, when, by the unanimous voice, Lorenxo Priuli Priuli, 
was appointed doge To which his wifdom and experience, ^ 
his accomplifliments as a ftatefman and a gentleman gave 
him a juft title. In the beginning of his adminiftration then/ j 
plague reigned with violence for fome iimt zi Venice i 
was ‘at length ftopt by the change of feafons, and the Venice. 
glance of Pietro M^Oj at that time magiftratc 
The plague was fucceeded by a dearth of all kinds of provi- 
lions, the inhabitants of the continent avoiding the markets 
of Venice on account of the peftilence. The city was brought 
exceeding low before means could be found to remedy the 
evil : but the prudence of the doge and fenate at length fur- 
mounted all difficulties, and once more introduced health, 
peace, and quiet among the citizens of Venice. 

In the mean time the war was going on between the crowns 
of France and Spain^ the truce being but of (hort duration. 

Upon the duke d' Alvars march into the pope’s territories, both 
his holinefs an4 the French king fent plenipotentiaries to Ve- 
nitty who reprefented to the fenate that his moft Chriftian 
majefty and the pope, clofely united by intereft and inclina- 
tion, as they were to the fenate, fought in that delicate and 
dangerous conjunfture reciprocal marks of good-will from 
the republic, for the defence of liberty and the fecurity of 
Italy. They had, for this reafon, been fent with full powers 
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bfe pitvitfe eonduA; but above al) hh death vas reputed 
by the literati of his time;. His munificence^ tafta^ and ge« 
nerofity, conftituted diis prince the Mtctenat of^ ihe age, and 
the real patron of merit, fie was fucceeded 'oy his htodier 
yeronimo PriuUt a man of an engaging converfation,y!o»g 
experience in public bufinefs, and a dignity of carris^e and 
conduct becoming the elevated ftatioo to which a^as raUed 
by confent of his country *. 

JERONIMO PRJUII, Dpp^LXXKlll. 

Jeronitio" SooN aftet JerOftim*s promotion anj9»4‘^t happened which 
Friuli» feared would ididurb the p’ Lhc t'^anquility : it wa^ 

4loge the death of Paul the fourth, who was fucfi^eeded by the ''-ifli- 
^XXXIII nal de Medicisy by the name of Pius the fi?';h. ThiShaughty, 
cruel, and vindidtive prelate fo far profec^ed his refentments 
againft the cardinals John and Cbarks CarWa^ and the count 
Montorio^ as to fuflfer them to perifh in dudgeons, under pre- 
tence of their having perfuaded their uneft, the late pontiff^ 
to the ruin of the ecclefiaftical date, by the perpetual wars 
ih which he was engaged. This prelate, in altering his 
condition changed his very nature ; yet, contrary to the pub- 
lic opinion, the new fucceflion of popes wrought no imme- 
diate aheration in the general date of affairs in Italy. Tp 
the he was well difppfed, having received their ?m- 

bafly of congratulation with the dronged affuranccs of friend- 
fhip and relpec^l for the republic. Soon after bis acceflion tq 
the holy fee, he funimoned the council of Trente^zl which at- 
tended the Venetian coromiflioners. To this office the repub- 
lic appointed Nicolo di Ponti and Matteo Dandoloy men of ex- 
traoidinary abilities and great reputation for knowledge : 
they were attended by Antonio Malledonoy who acquired great 
feputaiioii gn this occafion, for the fmoothnefs of his elo- 


A. D, 


quLiv. e, the force of his arguments, and quicknefsof his pe- 
netration. A numerous body of the fuperior clergy from the 
Venetian dominions Iikew}ft adembled at Trente \ but the only 
remarkable tranfad;ion of this year was the expedition of Ca* 
palis againd the pirates. He was fent by the fenate with four 
gallies to fcour the Adriatic} and he conduced his affairs with 
Tuch courage and ability, that in the fpace of a month he 
drove thofe enemies to peace and commerce out of the ocCan 
into their places of fecurity, after having taken a great num- 
ber of their veflels, the crews of which he hanged up witl^- 
out form of trial 
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this time until the year 1565 nothing \nemorab^ 
ipccurieSni^^poii Selim's acceffion to the Turkic the 

Venetiani f^l^^arini Cabalh to compliment him in the name 
of the fenate\ bis inftrudtions were to procure a confirmation / 
i peace made with Sofyman. Cabalh delivered his crey^ 
dentihljj^but found it a matter of the utmoft difficulty to pro^ 
cure anafo^fice of the empergr. At laft, by the for^e of 
gold, he fur^unted every obftru£lion, and obtained a moft 
folemn reneu^of the treaty : however, this appearance of 
tranquility was^|f no long duration, the ambition, or evil 
counfellurs about ‘ not permitting him to follow meafures 
ib falutary to the 

Previous to t vith Selim^ the fenate had a third witi 

out a jleet againft the pirates, whofe infolence the piratu. 
was now encreafedXy the third of revenge. To crufii them 
at one blow fort4 gallics were equipped, the command of 
' Hermolao Tepuh. During the prepara- 
tion of this fieetji^he pirates committed the moft barbarous 
cruelties on the Venetian (hipping and coafts of Dalmatia^ de- 
ftroying men, women, and children, without remorfe, and 
defolating the country with fire and fword. The fquadron 
was no fooner in readinefs than Tepulo failed ; and fo vigi- 
lantly did he execute his truft, that in the fpace of a few 
weeks not a pirate was to be (ben ; the fmallcft vcficl laden 
with gold might fecurely rove through the Adriatic Be- 
fore the return of this fleet to Venice the doge died, after 
having held the reins of government, with great fteadinefs, 
for the fpace of eight years and eleven months. Having 
been honourably and publicly interred in the vault of bis an- 
ceftors, the council Maggiori proceeded to the choice of a 
fuccefibr 


PIETRO LORE TANO, Doge LXXXI 7 . 

The unanimous voice fell uipon Pietro Loretano^ whofe Pietro Lo- 
capacity, courage, and experience, greatly raifed the public retano, 
hopes that his adminiftration would be equally wife and for- doge 
tunate : however, the beginning of his government was at- LXXXI V 
tended with feme unfortunate circumftances owing, indeed, 
to unavoidable accidents. The arfenal was burnt to afhes 
by the carelelTncfs of one of the foldiers upon guard, by 
which the republic fuftained a prodigious lofs of ftores and 
ammunition. Another unfortunate circumftance was a great 
fcarcity which prevailed in the city, in defpite of all the en- 
fleavours of the doge and fenate. Numbers of the poor dropt 
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ilimo thHf. in the ftrccts,' infomuch that at laft a dea.ee.nar 
the fepate^'pAfled for opening the public granaries,^£epT ioleljr 
for the maintenance of the Tea and land for;:^s. By this 
means the republic was deprived of the ability^ of equipping 
fleet, from which it is imagined Seiim formed the firlg.-xA.*- 
fdlutiop U) attempt the conqueft of Cyprus : he had,^^j|^«>Jeed, 
in Rw lather’s life time, exprefled a great deiire af^*annexing 
this .ifland to the Othnman empire. Its conti^?ity to Curtf- 
maniay a prcviiue/of the Turkijh donainions/^ its fertility; 
its fine fuuaiion ; its wealth and abundance y/ every i^eceflary 
of life; the richnefs of its wines, of Selims though a 

Turk^ was a great admirer ; together^'C^J numberlefs other 


pe might one j^ry 
thefe reaC.. li, were 
who infefted the 
ith perpetual in- 
The inhabitants of 
^and above alf the 
the tomb of Afa^ 


advantages, flrcngihened his hopes that 
obtain fo confiderable an acquifit'.on. T] 
fuperadtied otiicrs : the chiiilian pirates! 

Ihores of iSyr/V?, and all the Turkijh coafts 
curfions, found in Cyprus a fure afylum. 
this ifland tlifturbed the Turkijh commerce] 
pilgrimages oi' their devotees to ATecca ani 
hornet. It was, befides, a maxim of the Turkijh policy that 
a prince fliould, upon his acceilion, endeavour to extend the 
liriiiis of his empire, and propagate the religion of his anceftors. 
The mufti artfully infinuatcd this laft argument : when 
Selim had carried him with him to Ach ianople to fee a magnifi- 
cent mofquc he was building, he told the emperor thA it 
was neither lawful or cuftomary to eretft fuch foundations out 
of the levenues of the empire ; but that it was always done 
by afligning for that purpofe fuch lands as had been con- 
quered by arms : that to this end no province could (land 
more commodiouily than Cyprus^ as the poflefliion of this 
ifland w^ould equally conduce to the happinefs of his reign, 
the utility and ftrength of the empire, and the purpofes of re, 
ligion. Selim regarded this admonition as fent from heaven ; 
it perfecSlly coincided with his own views, and to profecute it he 
reiblved to break through the moft folcmn engagements en- 
tered into by his father, and formally ratified by himfclf. 
Mahoinet^ the grand vizier, a fecret friend to the republic, 
laboured to divert his intentions : he reprefented the advan- 
tages ariilng from a good correfpondence with the Venetians^ 
who were the chief traders to his ports : they, he faid, ought 
to be the laft people with whom a politic Othoman prince 
would quarrel, whether his views were glory, empire, or the 
propagation of religion. To aflift the Moors of Granada^^ and 
check the pride and ambition of the houfe of Aujiria,^ better 
became his greatnefs, and foiled the politics and religion of 
the empire. He entreated him, thereVore, to embrace the 
happy occafion offered by providence, oK^protedling the reli- 
gion 
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Mahomet^ of molefting the enemies of MufTulmar 
^'and dominion. 

vizier were found and unanfw^r- 
refponded with the opinion of Se^ / 

■ mrites the mufti, Mujiapha\>7ii\ivf 

fon-in-law. The two laft wore 
e vizier ; they envied his gfan- 
afures. In the prefent cafe^their 
lumour of Selim ; they therefore 
thereby to difgrace the honeft and 
to thernielves the chief conduft 
d to the advice of the loyal ftatef- 
re weak, their arfenal being dc- 
ftroyelH that the'touncils V)f chriftian princes were divided, 
and their affiftanjfe precarious ; that Cyprus^ on account of 
its diftance from the republic, would be eafily conquered ; 
and when acquire, would be a valuable jewel in the impe- 
rial diadem \ 

Their endeavours were efFe£lual, Mahomet became fuf- 


pefled, he funk in Selim's efteem, while the others rofe pro- 
portionably to the hisheft favours. To their influence was 
added thatof7^A« Michisj zyewijh renegado, in high efteem 
with Selim, This man had lo artfully infmuated himfelf into 
the emperor’s favour, that nothing was denied him • he urged 
the attack upon Cyprus fo warmly, that it abfolutely deter- 
mined Selim ; but fo far did the renegado attend to his own 
intereft, as to obtain a promife from the emperor of the in- 
veftitureof the ifland; and fo full was he of the idea of ma- 
jefty, that he had ftandards and other regalia prepared, with 
this infeription, ^^Jofephj king of Cyprus^' for he had ahered 
his name with his religion. 

MAHOMET^ the grand vizier, perceiving the current of 
the imperial councils, as well as Selim's own inclination, run- 
ning impetuoufly againft him, thought that longer to perfift 
in his opinion would endanger his life, without cither 
ferving his matter or the republic : he therefore advifed 
Antonio Barharo^ the Venetian conful and refidcnt, to lay the 
ftate of affairs before the fenate, and endeavour to prevail 
with them to tamper with a power too ftrong for oppofition, 
and to avert the impending ftorm by fuch conceffions as they 
could make confiftently with the honour and fccurity of the 
ftate : he procured fecretly one of the confurs houlhold to be 
difpatched with proper intelligence to the fenate. 

When this news was laid before the fenate, they were 
fired with refentment, and in the heat of paftion dctojrmincd 
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tciendCire every extremity rather than make fiibmiflions 
M perfidious an enemy ; but the opinion of the^uTt'jpru? 
!nt was, that, as nothing was to be attempted they 

yfbbuld in the mean time ftrive to avert the They fajd 
'an affair of fuch moment was not to be wei^^ed by thli^,*:.x« 
of the injury, and the groflhefs of the infuit, but J^iheir 
own ^power. They, therefore, advifed to try of 

gold upon an adminiftration ever corrupt and ava^ous. This 
was bn expedient they had alwavs found mo^ifedlual than 
the beft concerted and vi&oroufly executed J lan of «warlike 


the beft concerted and vigoroully executed /lan of «warlike 
operations. At the fame time a fleet equipped, and 
thirty-one gallies, with all the youi^^vdity of Fenia on 
board, ftationed in the gulph, of M^rco ^irino^^ 

at that time admiral, and pm creditor. 

During thefe preparations advice carle that their Ihip- 
ping was flopped in the Turkijh ports, and utmofl diligence 
ufed for profecuting the war. Immediateljuordcrs were iflued 
Mir ^uirino to fail to Candia^ and with all Expedition to fet 
c fleet of that ifland in a proper conauion. A body of 
ops was embarked for Cyprus^ and orders fent to the go- 
V ncrs ol the feveral ports, to put them in a ftateof defence, 
.2 rarefully to watch the fecurity of the ifland. Nor were 
U «>Lhrr dominions of the republic neglected; their garri- 
fors were augmented, fortifications repaired, and magazines 
of {ir^^vifion and ammunition formed. An addition of eighty 
gallics was like wife made to the navy; Francifeo Duodo 
appointed admiral, and a captain to each fliip chofen among 
perfons of the higheft quality and greatefl experience in the 
city. Paruta fays, that jaconimo Zeno was made high admiral 
and commander in chief of all the Venetian fleet ; but that 
each diviiion had a fubordinate commander 


^arco ^irino^;^ 


Before Hellm attempted any thing by force, he refolved 
to try the efFe61s of flratagem. This feemed the leaft dange- 
rous method of efle^ling his purpofe, on account of the pri- 
vate divifions and perpetual diflentions among the iflanders. 
For the execution of this defign, one Diajor 'tacus^ a native 
of CyprtiSy now at the court of Selim^ appeared a fit inftru- 
ment : he was fubtle, infinuating, and a knave, who profti- 
tuted honour, virtue, and religion to his intereft. His credit 
jl confpi- confiderable among the inhabitants ; and fo artfully did 
ra<y dif- he conceal the bafeft purpofes, that his charaSer might ne- 
€o*veredin vcr have cooie to light but from this circumftance. In con- 
Cypru?. fequence, Diaforiacus accepted the bufinefs for a certain re- 
ward ; and to accomplifh it, returned to the ifland, where he 
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well (received. Aftep: he had made coniiderable progn^^ 
the^9in|a^loC was difcovered by means of an intercept 
letter^ up^which he was feized, confronted with his o^j 
hand-writing^ut to the torture until he confefled his Ic 

ilices, wh^ were apprehended, and put to immediate* 
deat V^ ith the original contriver of the villainy ^ 

SElUt^iL thus difappointed, determined to cfFedl hi; mr- 
poTe by for^j and the Vinetians were no lefs diligent t^ru- 
ftrate his denm. Eugemio Singlitico^ a nobleman of C^prus^ 
and lieutenant ^neral in the Venetian fervice, oflTered himfelf 
to command th^|)(pops in Cyprus. His propofals were ac^ 
cepted, aPfd he thither with a thoufand additional 

tierces* Jeronimo ' hrtti^gay captain of the men at arms, 
rnadSw overture :o raife^at his own expence, ‘ a body of 
two thoufand footj of which the fenate greatly approving, 
he fet immediatel to work, and, in the fpacc of a few 
days, completed is levy, and conduced them to Venice to 
embark for CypnA The next ftep was to implore the aflif- 
tance of all the chriftian potentates by the ambalTadors re* 
fiding at the different courts. The expectations of the Ve-^ 
mtians from this meafure were but fmali ; however, they 
imagined that negleCting it might be attributed to pride, 
conceit, and felf-fufficiency. As the confequences of war are 
uncenain, the fenate was willing to anticipate all the blame 
wWch might be laid upon their prefumption, fhould the event 
prove unfortunate. They firft folicited the pope for his own 
particular afliftance, as well as his influence with the chriftian 
powers. Michele Serviana^ the Venetian refident at Rome^ in- 
treated his hoiinefs to take a fatherly care of the republic in 
fo imminent a danger : he fet before them the examples of his 
predeceflbrs uponfuch occafions; he reminded him of the 
republic’s fervices to the holy fee, for the prefervation of 
which {he had often expofed her own fafety ; and he con- 
cluded with the manifeft danger which threatened other 
chriftian princes, fhould the Venetian commonwealth, the 
h\Aw 2 ivV.oi Europe^ be deftroyed. The pope feemed greatly 
moved by the ambaffador’s oration ; but he lamented his 
inability, and made ufe of the fame pretexts to avoid enter- 
ing into the quarrel of the Venetians^ which they, for a feries 
of years, had urged to other princes who folicic^ their alli- 
ance. The affair, however, was propofed and approved in 
the confiftory, although no other confequence refulted than 
leave to levy upon the clergy the fum of one hundred 
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monfand ducats towards fupporting the expcnceof the 
4jUt though his holinefs was unwilling to engagefogl^h an 
aViance with the Venetians^ he took upon him m mediate a 
canfederacy between himfelf, the fenate, ztiA/Philip the fe- 
yond of Spain, ( ^ 

S Mean time Cuhath^ ambaflfador from Selimy arrived^ Ve- 
This minifter had been difpatched in cen&^hce of 
JmAomet^s vizier’s remonftrances to the Grand JSignior, that 
it would fully the glory of his reign fuddenly attack a na- 
tion with whom he had lately entered int^olemn •engage- 
ments, without firft acquainting them his grievances^ 
and demanding redrefs. One hat^jj^Ci^fequence refulted 
from Mahomefs propofition ; for i\\^w enetians had mj^e 
time for preparing againll the ci^>rts of fL potent aufrc.^icmy, 
afurpenfion of arms having been granted mntil the return of 
the ambaflador. Upon his arrival orders ^ere iflued by the 
fenate, that before the day of audience no ^ttetian (hould vidt 
or converfe with Cubath : his inftrufiionsjfd^were well known, 
and an anfwcr refolvcd upon ; to prevent/ therefore, ^11 cla- 
mours from the apprchcnfions of the people this decree was 
pafTed. When the day of audience arrived, he was introduced 
into the fenace, when* after paying his compliments to the 
doge, he began with fetting forth Selims afteflion for the 
republic, as appeared by his fo readily granting a confirma- 
tion of the tieaty with his father ; but, fays he, his kindnefs 
has been requited with ingratitude ; his friendly offices have 
been returned with injuries and infults ; his commerce and 
ports have been infefted by pirates, who are protefled by the 
fubjedts of the republic ; he has complained to the Venetian 
ambafl'ador at his court, but no redrefs could he procure. 
Unable longer to endure affronts, intolerable to fo great a 
monarch, he demands, as the only equivalent or compenfa- 
tion of the injuftice done to his fubje^s, and likewife to pre- 
vent future evils, that Cyprus^ formerly belonging to the em- 
pire of the Mamalucks^ to which he has fucceeded, (hall be 
ceded to him. The ambaffador then proceeded to advife the 
fenate, with a friendly warmth, to avert the indignation of 
fo potent a prince, by conceffions trifling in proportion to 
the danger to which a denial would expofe the republic, tell- 
ing them at the fame time, that if they obftinately refufed 
him this juflice, he would not only take from them the ifland 
of Cyprus^ by force of arms, but perfecute the republic with 
all the animofity of an injured and powerful monarch 
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Ta this the.fenate anfwered in the terms they had con- 
taking God and their confcienccs to witnefs, thyt 
they religic^lly adhered to the treaty with S^/un : as to tic 
reft, that th;y were determined to fufFer all the hardfliiptfo , 

^ycl war, ?3|her than fubmit to terms fo injurious to me 
^ “ of th 9 f republic. Cyprus^ they aflerted, did not be- 
•the Mamalucts^ nor was it ever fubjefl to the Gr^d 
Seignior promifed tribute had been alw'ays paid'u as 
to the oth^allegations they were falfe, and contriveo by 
thofe who foc^t uiijuft occafions of a war. ^ was not, 
they faiS, in tt\. power of princes to prevent ri^eprefenta- 
tions'of fa£is; L^S^t was their duty to punilh the authors of 
them when the fAlhSiftitwas difeovered. As they would not 
dei^^^but fome pirafes, aftem committing depredations upon the 
coafts**5r the OthoMan empte, had lurked in fecret places in 
the ifland of Cypi^dSj fo the Turks could not but acknowledge 
the fenate’s havirg 'rigoroufly puniftied them whenever they 
fell into their ha/ds. Upon the whole, they trufted to the 
juftice of their ca ^fe that if they were attacked they would 
be abld to defend chemfelves, and that God would not fail to 
avenge himfelf on the authors of fuch calamities as mull 
refult. 

With this anfwer the ambaflador was difmifled, who took , 
care to have the beft information relative to the deflrudlion 
ofjthe arfenal, the fcarcity of provifions, and every other par- 
ticular of which it concerned Selim to be appiifed, before 
his departure. 

All this while the pope’s legate in Spain was labouring to 
draw Philip into a league agaiiift the Turks^ to which he ap- igqatein 
peared by no means averfe. Lodovtco de Torres^ clerk of the Spain 
confiftory, was fent thither to haften affairs, as Philip had put dea^ours 
it, off until his return io Seville j where he propofed to aflem- toejlablijl} 
ble the ftates of the different kingdoms. De Torres^ on his a coufede- 
arrival, reprefented the urgency of affairs ; that they would eacy he^ 
admit of no delay; and that the only method to favc Fcnice^ t-ween 
and fecure Chri/iendom^ would be to fend immediate fuccours. Philip, 

So diligently did he apply himfelf, that the king ilTued an or- ^^d 
dyr for his own gallies, vvith the auxiliaries in his pay, ^"'^Vene- 
amounting to fixty-five fail, to repair direflly to Sicily^ under 
the condudl of Giovanni Andrea Doria^ and there to wait the 
pope’s commands concerning the time and manner of join- 
ing the Venetians, Torres likewife obtained lea\e for the Ve- 
netians to visual their fquadrons in the ports of Sidly and 
Naples ; but as to the league, Philip anfwered, that it required 
deliberation. The application of Torrc: was fupported by 
thje utmoft diligence on the fide of the republic, who dif- 

patched 
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pitched Cdkalla to the Court of Spain^ to forward and iUx)Q^ 
"=nESe propofal^ of bid holinefs. Caballo acquitted bimiUf^irith 
gkat addrefs, having been chiefly inftnimental in procuring 
* th^ terms we have mentioned, and after departure of 
Torres keeping Philip Ready in his firfl: refolut^on 
.When all was concluded that could pofliuy be oWjned 
fobttbe prefent, Torres fet out for Portugal^ vii^^j^^oajiiah 
at ^at time reigned : here he made the ^me^pHcations 
as at' the fprmer court, but with lefs fuccef^ At the fame 
lime the einhperor was folicited to join in the/^aguc,#by Gio- 
vanni Aftctsdeli^ the Venetian minifter a^* ienna : he ufed 
every argument to induce his imperia[^:j^eRy to break with 
Selim ; but he found him fixed in^=^s relj^lution to wait the 
event of the councils of Spain^ and Mufcov^i^oi 

were the ambafladorsof the republic more f^iccefsful in France^ 
the miniflry profefling the utmoft regard fqn* the Venetians, but 
declining all overtures of a league : however, that rio means 
of fafety might be negle£ted, Vicenzo Al^ndro was fent to 
Perjia^ to endeavour to ftir up the fophi againft Selim ; upon 
his arrival he entered upon negotiations with fultanCt^^r, 
the king’s third Ton, who readily aflented to the propofals 
made by Alejfandro ; but his zeal was fruRrated by the phleg- 
matic difpofition and wary flownefs of the prime miniRer, 
who difluaded the fophi to take arms before the Turk was 
weakened by the chriflian forces 

Such were the preparations, refolutions, and negotia- 
tions of the republic at this important jun^ure. Nor was 
Selim idle ; new (hips were launched in his docks, a prodi- 
gious number of cannon caR, magazines of powder, ftores, 
and provifions ere£led, and in ihort, every thing bore the 
appearance of profecuting the war with the utmofl vigour on 
both Tides. The Venetians even put lands to fale, to raife 
money for the exigencies of Rate ; loans were accepted upon 
high intereR ; the procurators of St. MarPs church aug- 
mented, and a fine taken ; young gentlemen were permitted 
to enter into the great council before the time appointed by 
law, on their depofiting a certain fum for the public ufe; 
and feveral other expedients were ufed to replenifli the tx- 
haufied treafury®. 

During thefc preparations, Philip refolved to embrace 
the propofed league, and accordingly fent his ambafladbr to 
Rome to conclude it upon the fame terms as the laft confe- 
deracy againR the Turks between Charles the fifth, Paul the 
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thirds and the republic. But the Venetians^ remembering the! 
incon^^sniencies which enfued from beftowing the fupremeV 
command 8n Doria, infixed that each divifion (hould be com-/ 
manded by its <mn admiral, to prevent the whole fleet's be-j ^ 
’'Hiyi^r^ered ufel^ by the caprice or treachery of an indivi> 
dual.^^l^hey proj^fed that all affairs fhould be deliberated in 
a councfrv;jf v^ar, compofed of the three admirals, and 
refoiutions t^bm in confequence of a majority : that the edr^ 
dudlof the wb^fiiould devolve by turns upon the admirjrfs* 

This affair being warmly debated, the point was carried by 
the Venetians. ^ 

The next topic v'<?^ the quotas to be allotted to each 
partjj : upon this the Vent:>^ were equally obffinate, refoiv- 
ing il,"' ^^thftand alone all Pae power of the enemy rather 
than engage in a league whero they were to fupport the whole 
cxpence, for his holinefs had hitherto declined fending a 
fleet : at length, he agreed to arm twelve gallies, under the 
conduct of Jfttonio Colonna. Thus a league was concluded Treaty he* 
between ^tbofe three powers, in which Spain and the republic 
were to exert all their naval force : it was figned by his ho-* ^>pain, tbs 
linefs in perfon, by the ambaffador, and by the car- 

^md\s Pacheco and Granvellct to whom Philp hau remitted . 
full powers. After this, repairing to St. Peterh church, on 
the eleventh day of fune^ the pope gave Colonna the facred 
flandurd, with which he immediately proceeded to Ancona to 
get the gallies in readinefs^ 

Mean time^i^/W/j, having refitted and viftualled bis fleet 
in Negropont^ repaired diredliy to Rhodes^ joining Mttjiapha 
and Hali in his courfc thither ; while Ulu%7^ali^ with a fepa- 
rate divifion of the fleet, was fent to make continual defeents 
on the coafts of Sicily and Italy. Uluzzali was by birth a Ca- 
labrian : in his youth he had been taken and enflaved ; but, 
renouncing Chriffiauity, his abilities foon recommended him 
to favour, and raifed him to the highett offices. 

The Venetian fleet lay at ’/,ara^ expedling to be joined by 
the confederates, where they loft many occaTions of annoying 
the enemy : whereas the Turks^ fpending only three days at 
Rhodes in preparations, failed to Finica^ a city in Caratnania^ 
oppofite to Cyprus : here they met with the troops intended 
for the expedition, and immediately began the embarkation. 

While the enemy were thus employed* the Venetians irt 
vain expedling the arrival of the Spanijh fleet, fuffered ex- 
tremely by a contagious diftempef, which fwept them off in 
heaps. The admiral, finding that a change of air was necef- 
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jifary to flop the progrefs of the difeafe, . fleered his epurfe 
for Candia^ by order of the fenate, talcing in a reiafiwttement 
I of rowers at Xanti^ Cefalonia^ and Cerigo^ and making afruit- 
fleft attempt upon the caftle di Ma^gariti. 

SEBASTIANI ^^ENJERI wds more h^py in bis;e2g|,d'*^ 
tion againfl the citadel of Soppoto in Albama^ whicly^ter a 
\j?put rciiftance, he took and garrifoned. ^M^f^^irino 
l^cwife gained fotne inconfiderable advantage5j^^r^ the Morea^ 
wliich ferved no other purpofe than to anij^te the troops. 
At length, Colonna fet fail, and joined Dcm John pi Aujiria^ 
with the SpauiJI) fleet, at Otranto \ about which time the 
doge died. 

LO DO VICO MOC^NIGO, DogcL 5 pf«V. 

He was fuccecdcd by Lodoviio Mocenigo^ whofe abilities in 
the field and cabinet occaiioned his being raifed on this emcr- 
geircy to the fupreme dignity 

PINALIS^ the Turkljh general, having taken all the 
troops, horfc and foot, on board, fleered his courfeefrom Fi^ 
ntca to Cyprus^ with a fleet of two hundred and twenty fail, 
where he arrived in the beginning of Augujh He put in. 
Without any rcfiftance, at the port of where the troops 
were immediately landed. It was a great overfight in Dando- 
loj the govcrPior of the ifland, and SingUtico^ general of the 
forces, not to difpute the debarkation, as was propofed hy' Bag- 
lioni. 


The firft inconvenience which refulted from Dandolo^s 
omitting to attack the Turks on their landing, was the fub- 
iniffion of Lufara to Mujiapha. This fort, dcfpairing offuc- 
cours, capitulated, and promifed an intire obedience, provided 
the lives and properties of the garrifon were fccured, which 
Mujlapha granting, a Turkifi) garrifon was received into the 
caftic. This example was followed by the neighbouring 
places, to prevent which, Dandolo detached Cafar diTieni^ 
with a body of five hundred men, to lay wafte the country ; 
aiul, by the feverity of the punifliment, to terrify the in- 

^ habitants into their duty. 

v.v Jn mean time, Pinalis reduced Cerines^ a fea-port of 
Caraman/a^ extremely convenient for tranfporting provifions 
to the army in Cyprus Then the generals held a 

cnnfultation on the ncceflary operations, when Halt's opinion 
vv.is, that the firft attempt fliould be made on Famagojia^ 
wl'.icli furrendering, all fupplics would be cut ofF from the 
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Venetian^ and Ukofia conftrained to yield through defpair. 
To thi^, Mujiapha objedted, propofing to begin with the fiege 
of Nlcofia^ which was defended only by a flender garrifon, 
jf and flight unfinifhed fortifications ; whereas, if they began 
^^h Vatjiagojia^ ifte other city might be fortified in fiich a 
maitiVl^s to furj^ount all their endeavours, and baffle the 
power oiV<w»//w. ^ This laft opinion was embraced : PinnUs^ 
with a fleet ot one hundred and thirty gallies, was appointefd 
to cruize ofF tht'^harbour, and to watch the chriftian fleet ; 
while Mujiapha took upon him to direS the fiege of Nicofta. 

The number of men at this time in the city confifted of 
fifteen hundred Italian foot, moft of them fickly ; three thou- 
fand iflanders in the VeyictiL nay ; one thoufand of the townf- 
men, ’nearing arms at their Avn cxpencc ; five hundred Al- 
banian hone, and two hundre^oot ; two hundred bombar- 
diers, gunners, and matrofles of the natives, and forty Vene- 
tiam \ five hundred noblemen and gentlemen of rank, volun- 
teers in the fervice, and five hundred peafants at work on the 
fortifications ; befides tradefinen, women, old men, and chil- 
dren, the^ whole amounting to upwards of fifty thoufand 
fouls. 

The city had three gates, viz. Porta di Lalini, Porta di 
Troja^ and Porta di Cajidlo^ each of w^hich the Turh pro- 
pofed battering at the fame time. Lines of circumvallation 
were dj-awn, batteries creded, and their dlflerent pofts af- 
figned by Mujiapha to the feveral officers. A mufterof the 
army was likcwilc made, which, it was found, amounted to 
51,000 foot, and 3500 horfe, together, with an infinite num- 
ber of attendants on the camp K Before the batteries began 
to play, Mujiapha fet miners to work in order to fap the walls : 
by this means a breach was foon effefted, which the T^urks 
fiorming with abundance of rcfolution, the befieged were at 
firft put into confufion ; but foon rallied again upon the arri- 
val of Andrea Speboj who, leading them back to the breach, 
renewed the fight, and defeated the infidels with great flaugh- 
ter. Then he fet about repairing the breach with diligence 5 
in which he was greatly difturbed by the fhowers of fliot 
which came pouring in upon the workmen from the Turk- 
ijh trenches. The befieged, in a fhort time, began to relax 
in their duty, owing to the indolence of Dandolo^ the gover- 
nor, who, inftead of being the foul and fpirit of the foldi- 
cry, did, by his own example, encourage them in riot and 
idlencfs. At laft, a dearth infinuated itfclf into the garrifon : 
the foldiers were confined to a fcaiity allowance of bread, 
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and, what they efteemed a greater hardfliip, they were li^ 
mited to a very fmall portion of wine. Upon ^is it was re- 
folved to fend to Baglioniy who prefided at Famagojia for fuc- 
cours, which were denied, the garrifon ^ Famagojia prefg;^ 
ring their own fecurity to that of NicoJiaA 
Now the befieged began to murmur and com^l^, altho’ 
‘the famine was owing to their own imprudence and want of 
frugality : they had hardly as yet fecn the fa^ of an enemy^ 
excepting in one aiTault ; yet did they vdfiemently exclaim 
againft the ingratitude of the fenate. At laft the officers, 
perceiving that nothing befides keeping them in adlion could 
prevent the foldiers from mutimM^, refolved upon a Tally. 
Two thoufand foot and four Vlindred horfe, under the con- 
duS of CeeJ'ar TUnij were amointed for this purpofe. TUni 
niihed out at the head of tne cavalry with irrefiftible fury,, 
breaking through the files of the enemy, until he penetrated 
into the heart of the Turkifl) camp, where he made a halt for 
the infantry, and defended himfelf with incredible valour ; 
but Danrklo had changed his purpofe, and countermanded 
the foot, which was attended t^ith the lo(s of Tieni and his 
whole corps of horfe, who were all cut in pieces, after a 
refiftancc liardly to be paralleled in hiftory, having llain near 
two thoufand of the enemy. From this time the garrifon, 
by order cjf Dandolo^ contained themfelves within the walls, 
although BocaJioj general of the Albanian horfe, confta'htly af- 
iirmed that the only probable means of favhig the city, was 
by briskly repeating their fallics*', 

PINALIS with the fleet ftcered his courfe to Rhodes^ 
whence he difpatchcd five gallies in queft of the Chriftians : 
they returned with intelligence that the Venetian admiral lay 
with his divifion at Candia^ waiting to be joined by the^pn- 
nijh and ecclefiaftical fquadrons, whofe arrival was very un- 
certain ; that he was greatly weakened by a ftorm and con- 
tagious difeafe, which had cut off great numbers of the fol- 
diers and mariners. This advice he received by means of 
ibme prifoneis the gallies had brought back with them j upon 
which he immediately returned to Cyprus^ 

ANDREA DORIAy the Spanijh admiral, was all this 
while col reeling his fleet, after which feveral delays obftrufled 
of tie his dcpaiiure from Ottranto, The pope ufed the moft pref- 
J’raiiiaiu!. f,ng indanccs that he would fet (ail and join the Venetmm ; 

but they availed nothing, until he received pofitivc orders to 
that purpofe from Philip, Thuanus attributes this dilatory 
proceeding to the envy of the Spaniards^ who with pleafure 
beheld ilic inaftivity of the Venetian admiral, and the decreafe 
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of he Arength by fickne&. Certain it is, that before the 
jun£Ho!t of the fleets was efFeded^ the Venetians were rendered 
almoft unfit for fervice, fo much were they diminiihed in 
^mber by the Iqiig and violent contagion which prevailed ' 
fleet. At ength weighed anchor^ and joined^ 

Colonnd with the^pope’s gallies ; they failed in company to 
Candidy wherp, (ifter a profperous voyage, they joined the^^er^* 
netians. Then council being held) the Venetian admiral pro- 
pofed that the enemy fliould be attacked, and by that means 
thefiege oiNicofta raifed : Coltmna acceded to this opinion; but 
Doria finding he could not, agreeable to the articles of the 
league, refui'e his threw fo many cAftrudlions in the 

way, as rendered fo falutary i mcafure inefFeflual. In fhorr, 
fo artfully did he manage n\tters, that neither the pope or 
republic had caufe of complaint, at the fame time that Doria 
adhered to his own opinions. Sicknels ftill prevailing in the 
Venetian the admiral was forced to leffen the number 
of his (hips, in order to man thofe that Tcmaincd, after which 
the whol^ combined fleet amounted to one hundted and fe- 
venty gallies, eleven galleafles, four galleons, and feveii men 
of war. A fmall fquadroii was fent out to gain intelligence 
of the enemy’s ftrength, and their account was, that it con- 
fifted of one hundred and fifty gallies, upon which Dori^iU 
luaded his colleagues from any attack, for the foilovvin^ea- DoxliCs 
Ions,* which, at the defire of the other admirals, he couched A'* 
in writing; becaufe the Chrifiians were inferior in firength 
to the enemy, on account of the mortality that had fwept 
fuch numbers of their troops ; and becaufe the rowers were in 
particular greatly diminiihed, there was no probability of fuc- 
cceding in their defign, fince the principal bufinefs of a fea- 
light depended upon rightly working the vefiels. 

To thofe excufes and pretences Colonna anfwercd with 
great fpirit aud truth, that the Cbriftians were not inferior in 
ftrength, and admitting they v/erc, that this difference was 
more than compenfated by their fuperior skill : he ihen pro- 
tefied againfl: condudi, and called Venetian admi- 

ral to witnefs, that the misfortunes which might enfue were 
to be attributed to Doria only, for whom he had waited the 
whole fummer ; by whofe mal-condu61 the fleet had been 
weakened, many opportunities loff, and the chriflian arms dif- 
graced : he fcrupled not to declare to Doria that he muff 
anfwer with his head the lofs of C^pruSy which would be the 
infallible confequence of bis meafures. To this the Venetian 
admiral added, that to the Ioffes already, fuftained from delay^ 
ftill greater might be added by the unfleadinefs of Doria's 
conduit ; that formfr misfortunes, before the jimflion of the 
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.fleets, might be attributed to the wrong mcafures ot indivi- 
duals; but that falfe fteps now would neceffariiy redound to 
the diferedit of the whole confederate powers. Viflory, he^ 
> faid, depended not upon the number of {Hps and trpop^^ljt#^ 
upon the diligence, the skill, and the ref^ution of jpecom- 
manders ; it was, therefore, his firm opiniop that they fhould 
Ifollow the only meafure confiftent with honour, reputation, 
religion, duty, and their engagements : this was fighting 
the enemy, and not {landing idle fpeflators of the lofs of Cy-- 
prus^ and infamy of the chriftian arms, 

DORIAi perceiving that he could not longer oppofe with- 
out endangering both his honojir^nd life, confented they 
fhould proceed to attack the VWkiJh fleet ; but this rcfolution 
was too late, for Mujlapha aflually reduced Nicofia K 
After the walls had been a long time battered, and a 
number of little skirmifhes pafled between the garrifon and 
^^luiKipliabcfiCgcis, Mij/lapha fhot, by an arrow, a letter into the 
hunnen^ city, acquainting the beficgcd that, fiom his regard to the 
/o ijygg {hq\^ number of people, he had ablta*lnc*d from 
Mruidcr, ftorming the city, although he had it wholly in his power for 
fix days pail ; but now the ardour of the foldicry could not be 
any longer reflrained : he therefore advifed them, if they 
regaidcd their own fafety, to come to a fpeedy refolution of 
fubinitiing to the power they could not wdthftand. imme- 
diately after this notice he ordered the walls to be fcaled in 
^ ^ ^ .four diftcrent places, which accordingly was executed with 
the utmoft fury ; but he met with a very unexpefted refill- 
Jauli ^ ?‘ncc, the bcfieged, as if in a fit of defpair, behaving with 
an intrepidity which aftonifhed the Twr/j. The fight continued 
for two hours with great vigour, both fidcs continuing to re- 
lieve thofe who were fatigued or wounded, by frefh lupplies. 
At lait night put an end to the battle, in which above above 
fifteen hundred were flain upon the fpot, five hundred 
prifoners made, and about one thoufand carried off wounded 
Thus difappointed, Mujlapha began to play again upon 
the walls with redoubled vigour : he took every meafure to 
diftrefs and difpirit the beficgcd, and to infpire his own army 
with hopes, while Dandolo committed the care of the city 
to fuberdinate officers. At laft the bcfieged were quite fpent 
with the tedioufnefs of the fiege, the fcarcity of provifions, 
and the inaflivity and indolence that prevailed among them : 
to this was added, the want of unanimity and harmony in 
their councils. To remedy thofe evils, a third meflage was 
fent to BagUoni at Famagojia, to come with a reinforcement 
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and lake the command. He was inclined to accept the in- 
vitation ; abut the inhabitants of Fafnagftjfa prevented him, 
threatning if he retired to make their own terms with the 
n^nenri]^. Mujiapha had now battered the walls with ail hi^ 
heav^ cannon f^.r fcveral days ; breaches began to appear, 
and the townniTen had no farther hopes of relief, either froni 
Famagojia^ hr from the inhabitants of the mountains, all tktir 
letters to whom had been intercepted. Mujiapha denounced 
the utmoft fe verity of war, if they did not furrender before he 
ordered the town to be flormed. No anfwer being returned, , 

every thing was prepared for a general affault. After the //;). 

foldiers had refrelhed t'^'^mfclves with fufficient reft, he or-"^/^,^ 
dered the four tow^ers anAbaftions to be ftormed with ioisa^nin 
much fury, and in fuch a^ifpofition, that the front ranks repul/rd, 
could not poftibly give way by the numbers pouring in on the 
rear. The difpute was iharp for fevcral hours, both fides 
feeming determined to conquer or die ; but night a fecond 
time interpofed, and feparated the combatants. 7'he enemy left 
the greater number of dead in the breach ; but the lofs of the 
beficged was likewife confiderablc, fome of the heft oflicers be- 
ing either killed on the (pot, or mortally wounded. Among 
the former was Phoehus T^apha^ killed after greatly diftinguifli- 
ing hirnfelf, and the count de Tyipoliy who was the foul of 
the«a£fion. 


MUSTJPHAt perceiving that the city was not to be 
llormed with his prefent force, fent to Pinalis for a reinforce- 
ment, by means of which, he afTured him, the ficgc would 
not continue above one day longer. The admiral, certain 
of the defigns of the chriftian fleet, was unwilling to weaken 
himfelf by a ftrong detachment ; however, yielding to Mu/ia- 
pha^s arguments, he draughted from the fcvcral gallics a body 
of 20,000 men, which he fent to Kkfta^ under the com- 
mand of Hall. Mujiapha^ upon receiving this augmentation 
to his ftrength, lefolvcd upon another aflault : at day- 
light the army w’as drawn up in the trenches ; he bent his 
main ftrength againft the fortrefs of Podocatora^ where, he 
imagined, it wouid Icaft be expecled. In this he was not 
deceived ; for the foldiers who fcaled the walls, found the 
guard fecurely afleeff, the motions of the Turks the preceding 
night, having pofiefl'ed them with a full alluiancc that they 
intended raifing the fiege. Here the greater number were 
killed without refiftance"; others, alarmed with the noife, de- 


Nicofia 

jiormed. 


ferted their pofts in the utmoft cenfternation. 'I'lic count de 
Roccas^ whole quarters were at a little diftance, upon the 
firft notice of the ^tack, armed hlmrelf, and, with a few 
gttendaius, ftew to the place of artion, where, plunging in- 
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to the Tnidft of danger, he was killed upon the fpot^ after 
having confiderably retarded the enemy, and given the garrifon 
• leifure to recoiled their fpirits. His death damped the ardor of 
libe foldiers, they immediately gave way, and at laft wit^ 
preciption into the midft of the city. Upon their retre^tlfe 
Turks entered in great numbers, rcfolving,^|)efore they ad- 
v^«ccd farther, to iecond the other afiaults, by attacking the 
garrifon in the rear. The Italian foot, who defended the 
three remaining bafiions, behaved with incredible intrepidity : 
their number was fmall ; but that defed was amply compen- 
fated by skill and courage. They every where defeated the 
enemy ; but no fooner had they cut off one line, than it 
was replaced by fre(h troops : wh||fi at laft they were forced to 
retire exhaufted and fatigued. /jThey bad defeated and re- 
pulfcd the enemy repeatedly,, though abandoned by the Cy- 
priots^ who fled in the utmoft trepidation to their own houfes. 
DamhU had, upon this occafion, (hewn extraordinary adi- 
vlty, courage, and condud ; had the reft of his carriage 
been of a piece, the Turks would probably have beeh foiled 
in their attempt : but now his endeavours were* too late, 
they were mailers of all the out-works, the chief ftrength 
of* the city : nothing remained but an ineffedual eflFort to 
defend themfelves in the market-place, ^\itx^Dandolo had 
drawn up the gariifon. There an obftinate fight continued, 
until, opprefled with numbers, Dandolo retired to the town- 
hall, where he made a ftand, and feemed determined to de- 
fend himfcif to the laft-extrcmiiy. Upon this the chief of- 
ficer of the Turks fummoned the garrifon to furrender, pro- 
mifing thofe their lives who would fubmit before the artillery 
^’he -whole was brought ; but during this parley, ^tTurks had broke 
givrijin open the gates, pouring in crowds, putting all to the fword, 
Jinin^ and and among the red Dandolof who now found that his abilities 
l^icofia were exerted too late to be of ufc to himfcif or his coun- 
tMen. try. The bifliop alfo was among the flain, together with a 
number of gentlemen of the firft rank in the ifland. Many, 
however, breaking fword in hand through the Turks, efcaped 
to the adjacent mountains. 

Thus, after a fiegc of forty-eight days, the city Wcojia was 
taken and plundered, owing chiefly to the indolence, inadlivity, 
and want of vigour in the governor and garrifon. There was 
no fpecies of cruelty, barbarous luft, infatiable avarice, or 
brutality, which the Turks- did not commit here : matrons, 
young women, and children, were violated in the moft fcan- 
dalous and open manner. Old men were murtbered in their 
beds, fome in churches, and others in t^e arms of their wives 
or children, where they fought for protefljon, and meant to 

excite 



t. t: The Hifiory cf Venice.' 

exqjte compaffion. Thofe who efcapcd the fword, were re- 
ferved a more miferable death, being dragged in chains 
over heaps of their relations, kindred, and countrymen, tO 
perilh in deplorable dungeons. Thus did Niccfia^ in one day, 

* feci the moft extreme calamity, after having for a feries of 
years roufedj^y its affluence, pomp, and magnificence, the 
jealoufy a»d envy of the Othoman as well as of fflany 

Chriftian potentates. 

MUSTAPHA^ putting a ftrong garrifon in Ni^ofia^ fent 
back the reinforcement lent him oy Pinalis^ and begun his 
march to Famagojlay cariying with him feveral engines and 
inftruments for a fiege, which he had erefled at Nicofta. 
News of the taking of J^ojia being received at Famogojhy 
the governor got every thi^ in readinefs for a fiege, order- 
ing all thofe who were unm to bear arms to depart the city. 
Mujiapha^i in order to ftrike terror into the garrifon, ordered 
Dandolo^ head to be placed on a fpear, and (hewn to them ; 
but this had no other eiFe£l than to infpire the garrifon with 
an eager defire of revenge. As no intelligence of the chrif 
tian fleet bad been lately received, the Turh began to appre- 
hend that fome fatal firoke was meditated : they determined 
to fend Coccialobin^ a noted pirate and expert feaman, in queft 
of them to procure the beft information poflible. He foon 
returned, after having taken a fmall chtifiian bark, which in- 
formed him of the fixed refolution of the admirals to fight* 
Upon this advice Mujiapha called a council, where Pinalis 
was of opinion that a general engagement ought by all means 
to be avoided ; Mujiapha and Halt were of a contrary opi- 
nion, regarding this prudent advice as one of thofe minute 
maxims which meafures every thing by its immediate utility. 
All their views centered in the glory of their prince, to whom 
they thought it a difhonour that his fleet (hould decline bat- 
tle : their motion was carried, and the fleet accordingly 
cleared of every thing which could poffibly impede the mari« 
ners in a6fion 

The chriftian fleet was at Candlay where new contentions 
arofe among the commanders : ihcfc terminated in a fepara- 
tionof the fleet, Doria remaining at while the Vene- 

tian and ecclefiaftical fleets failed to Cajiel-Rojfoy where they 
received the firtt advice of the rcdudlion of Nicofia : upon 
this the fleets joined again, and a council of war was called 
to deliberate on the necefl'ary meafures. Sebajilano Venieri^ 
Frandfeo Duodoy ^nd Marco ^irino, three officers of diftinc- 
tion in the Venetian divifion, were for attacking the Turks ^ 
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which they afierted would have the fame confequenccs n®w, 
as to the fafety of Cyprus^ as before the lofs of Nicojias Thefe 
officers had the liberty of fitting and giving their opinions in 
cAincil, but not of voting, which was confined to the jhree , 
admirals. Hieronimo 'Lani and Sforza Palavicmi^ were of a 
contrary opinion : they faid, that their failing ^ow to Cyprus 
would only be lofing time, which might be ufefullf employed 
2g2i\n^k Negropont. This difference among the offi- 

cers was referred to Colonna ; but the artful conduft of Doria 
perplexed the council fo much, that it broke up without com- 
ing to any determination. So high had their divifions run, 
that Doria again parted from the other confederates, and re- 
tired with the Spanijh fleet to S'mly^ leaving the Venetians^ 
with a flender fquadron under C^nna, to oppofe the power- 
ful armament commanded by Pinalis. 

The Vemfians determined upon fending fuccours to Farna- 
gojla^ the manner of doing which wasentrufted to the condudl 
of -M. and Lodovico Martmenga\ and Z^«/, leaving a 

body of two thoufand men in Candia^ repaired with tfie fleet 
to Corfu : here Colonna^ after having loft half his fleet by 
ficknefs, parted with the Venetians, 

PlNALISy being eafed from all apprchcnfions of an attack, 
fet fail to Conjlantinoplcy leaving twelve gallies for the defence 
of the iflaiid, and to prevent Famago/ia receiving fupplies. 
In his conrfe, falling in with two Venetian gallics, commanded 
by Angelo Surlano and Vincenti Friuli j be attacked them, and 
ihclr brave defence produced an cbflinatc and bloody engage- 
ment. At laft PriuUy after having for fcvcral hours wiih- 
ftood the utmoft efforts of five Turkifl) gallies, was killed ; 
but the lieutenant, emulating the fpirit of his fuperior, broke 
Through the enemy’s fleet, and joining Suriano, they both 
arrived fafe in Candia. 

Mean time Mujtapha^ who ftaid behind with the TurkiJJx 
army in Cyprus^ rciblving not to attempt the fiege in form 
betore the fpring, contented himfclf with blocking up the 
city by little forts he had eredied at proper diftances. The 
befieged, taking advantage of this circumftance, fallied out 
with great vigour, forced the enemy’s works, putting the 
garrifons in the forts to the fword, and totally razing them 
before fuccours from the camp could arrive. This noble en- 
terprize they effefted with the lofs of ten men only, that of 
the enemy amounting to three hundred killed, an equal num- 
ber of prifoners, and many wounded : but the Turks fuftained 
a flill more grievous lofs in the burning of a yacht, laden 
with rich cloaths, jewels, and other tilings of great value, 
befides many noble prifoners, whom Mnjiapba was fending as 
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prefent to ^elhn. The misfortune was occafioned by the* 
ccurjgr, as it is luppofed, of a captive lady on board, , 

who preferir.g dci^th to fervititdc, kll upon this expedient , 

7'Hr. next endeavour of the bcficgcd was to rcqucllrfup- # 
plies from Venice, This was a matter of the utmoft diffi- 
culty, as iSfi Turks were in pofleffion of all the ports and 
pafl'es : 4)ut Raj^uzonij biihop of the city, willing td rifquc 
his own life for the prefervaiion of his country, bravely un- 
dertook, and happily effeded the enterprizc. 

The following year ^iirhio and Martinenga,^ to whom A. D. 
the care of fupplying FajnagoJla had been committed, draught- > 57 * - 
cd out of all the troops in Candta a body of eight hundred 
men, which, with provifcns and (lores, they (hipped on bonid 
thirteen tranfports undcr^^tt/>/;z^. After a (hort and happy 
voyage, he arrived in Cyprus^ and had the good fortune to 
throw the fupplics into the city. I'he Turkljb fleet did all in 
their power to prevent it; but /;/<? attacked them fo vi- 
goroufly, and they w^ere plied (o hotly with the cannon of 
Famtigo/la^ that, after the lofs of four gallies, they were 
forced to retire. Soon after this exploit, i^tirino took two 
vefleh laden with provifions for the camp, de(lro>cd 

fome works which A4uJ}apha had erefted, and then rcturntd 
CO Candta, 'I he fenate having difgiaccd TiOni for the opi- 
ryon he had given in the council of war, promoted Venieri 
in hirf room ; ppjtlrino and Zack'iria Flalamone being appointe<I 
provcclitors. Zani was fent in chains to Venice to take his 
trial ; but he anticipated by a natiual death an ignominious 
Sentence, 

Mean time Venieri^ as fnon as he found himfclf invefted 
with the command, rcfolvcd to omit no opportunity of <lif- 
tinguifhing himfclf, and ferving hi^ country: nor was 6 W /;;2 
idle. To divide her forces, and dill u fs the republic, he fent 
Acbmet^ bafhavv, with an army of fcveiity thoufand men into 
Albania and Dalmatia: FMi^ at the fime time, was detached 
with afquadron of forty fail to harratj the illands of the Ar- 
chipelago^ and fcour the /Egean fea ; after which, joining the 
reft of the fleet, he was to proceed direclly to pive battle to 
Venieri^ Mujlapha, all tins while, being employed in the fiege 
of Famagojla p. 

As to the confederacy entered upon the preceding year by 
the king of Spain,^ the pope, and the republic, fo many dif- 
ficulties had occuircd, that it was hhherto of little prejudice 
to the common enemv, and now was like to be entirely dif- 
folved, in defpitc ot all the ciidc 2 ivoii!? of his holinefs to cc- 
# 
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.ment and reconcile the parties. So far did the pontifF car^ 
his zeal, that he declared, if it Ihould be found neceflaiy, 
he himfelf would embark in the fleet, and expofe his per*- 
ibn all dangers. At length his mediation had the wifted 
for efFe£l ; the tteaty was renewed between Spain^ the holy 
fee, and the republic, each agreeing to hinVjfk a certain 
forceV until the whole fleet (hould amount to twob hundred 
gallics and one hundred tranfports : the army to fifty thoufand 
foot, and four thoufand horfe, Don John of Auftria being ap* 
pointed commander in chief. The only contention was who 
ihould have the command in the abfence of Don fahn : Phi- 
lip's party aflerted, that the choice fhould be left to the dif- 
cretion of the prince ; but the Vm\tans^ fufpefting this to be 
an artifice to bring Dcria^ whom t^ey juftly hated, again into 
office, determined to refer the difpute to his holinefs, with 
whofe diflike to Doria they were acquainted. The pope’s dc- 
cifion was, that the three fupertor officers (hould (hare the 
command ; but that the chief dire£lion of affairs (hould refide 
in Coloma ; a determination that was perfedUy agreeable to 
^^Vmtiians^ who had an entire confidence in the abilities 
and integrity of that officer 

This point being fettled, other difficulties fi)on occurred ; 
among thefe was one of the utmoff confequence, viz. In 
what part their operations (hould commence, whether in the 
Venetian or Spantjh dominions. Philip infifted, that as be 
fupported the greater part of the expence, he had a right to 
expedt the firft fruits of the league. This the Venetians 
warmly oppofed, affirming, that by this means the league 
would be a prejudice to their affairs, if, by giving up Cyprus^ 
they (hould go in queft of conquefts which could never pro- 
duce any benefit to the republic. Here the pope interpofed, 
fending his legate into Spain to prevail on Philip to recede 
from fo unreafonable a demand, and to fend Don Jahn of 
Aujlria to take upon him the command. Pompey Colonna 
was pitched upon for this ambafly, who having laid his in- 
ffrudions before Philips was anfwered with proteffations of 
bis great zeal for religion, and affedlion for the head of Chrift's 
church : his late conduit, be faid, was fufficienc to evince 
his inclinations, as he had,, at a prodigious expence, fitted 
Out a great fleet, with ten thoufand Germans^ eight thoufand 
Spaniards^ and an equal number of Italians on &>ard, to op- 
pofe the enemy of Chriftianity : but he feared that thofe mighty 
armaments were to little purpofe, as he could npt help fuf- 
pecling the fincerity and good faith of the Venetiaku In the 
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place, he was afiured that they bad never given up. 
tnoug\}|ts of peace, and that perpetual couriers palTed between 
Venice and Confianiinopk : he had therefore reafon to believe 
that their only defign in propoling this treaty, was to obtain 
mdre cafy terms from Selim^ by forming a ftrong combina- 
tion againiyhim. And as to the emperor, his inclinations 
might b^ good ; but his ability was too (lender to fufl'irt' him 
to declare againft fo potent an enemy as the Grand Seignior. 
Colonnay returning with this anfwer, found that new obih uc- 
tions on the (ide of his hglincfs had arifen. In the former 



league with Charles the fifth, it was ftipulatcd, that the em- 
peror fhould bear half the expence, the Venetians two-thirds 
of the remaining half, a^d his holinefs one-third. Now the 
exchequer of the holy (t^ was fo exhaufted, he faid, as to 
be able to bear only a fixtlrof the expence, the reft mufl: be 
fupplied by Philip and the republic. Againft this Suriano and 
SoranzQ^ the Venetian ambaftadors exclaimed, faying, that at 
firft no more than a fourth was demanded of the Venetians^ 
though, by the force of entreaty, and for the honour . of the 
chriftian arms, they were induced to advance a third. In 
fine, it was ridiculous, they affirmed, for his holinefs to 
pretend the want of money, which he had fo many eafy me- 
thods of procuring : as it was a proverbial faying, that the 
pope’s quill was a rich mint, by one ftroke of which he could 
foin what fums he thought proper. But this point the am- 
bafladors were conftrained to yield, the league being efta- 
blifhed upon the fame footing as the preceding ^ 

However, this was no more than an agreement which 
Philip bad it in his power to perform or not as he pleafed ; 
and, indeed, it was apparent by the little preparation he 
made, that his quota would fall greatly fbort of his engage- 
ments. From hence, Moeenigo the doge, who had always ^ 

been averfe to breaking with the Turksy found an opportunity and a par- 
of more ftrongly recommending pacific meafures : be affirm- ty the 
ed, that the republic was only the tool of Spain^ to make a republic^ 
diverfion which fhould withdraw the Turiijh forces from affift- are for 
ing the Moors in Granada, It feafonably fell out alfo that making 
Mahomet the grand vizier, who had always given proems of his p^ce widh 
regard fof the Venetians, had upon this occafion fignificd that Jiclim. 
sSim was difpofed to liften to reafonable propofitions. This no- 
tice was joyfully embraced by the greater paitof the fuiatc ; 
and it was rcfolved t\is^tjacobo Paggozini, a man well slcillca 
in the Turiijh conftitution, fbould be fent to ConJIantinopk, 
under pretence of fettling a cartel for the exchange of pri- 
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foners. Now the face of affairs took a different turn ; thofo 
'.]w^ho thought they could make fome advantage of the necef^ 
fity of the republic, ftw plainly, from the fpirit of Irer am- 
balfadors, that her whole views centered not in the league. 
Accordingly the pope difpatched an envoy to who, 

from his integrity, ability, and public charafter, he doubted 
not would be able to mend the late breach, arV reconcile 
the differences between the confederates. Colonna vfas intro- 
duced into the fenate ; he began his difeourfe with exhorting 
that pundtilio, pride, and an undue warmth might not break 
off a league fo iicccflary, fo advantageous to the republic and 
to Europe ; he proceeded to palliate the condudf of his ho- 
lir.efs and Philip ; he faid that the declaration made by Gran- 
vellc^ of the number of (hips Spain propofed furnifli- 

ing, was of little confequence, fin^ the republic could eafily 
fiipply the deficiency by their own fliipping, to be paid by 
Philip. Many other arguments he urged, to all which a fe- 
nator anfwered, that they could not longer adhere to a tieaty 
fo ill performed, without evident danger to the flatc ; and 
that it was more advifcable to ftrike up a peace with 
before their mutual refentments were aggravated, than rely 
upon an , alliance produdlive of nothing but feuds and dillcn- 
tions. Colormn replied, that no fafe peace with the Turks^ 
whofe perfidy they had lately experienced, could be conclud- 
ed : this he proved by a variety of arguments; and added, 
that things were now come to that pafs, as to render it im- 
poffible for the Venetians to defend themfeives by their own 
fleets, which were greatly inferior to the enemy’s. It, there- 
fore, >vas expedient to renounce timid meaiures, which were 
feldoH' fecure, and heartily embrace the more generous and 
liberal views of revenging the injuries they had Ibftained ; of 
oppofing that haughty enemy, who was ready to traftnplc upon 
the neck of liberty ; and cf driving back to a power that 
had infinuated itfelf into the very bowels of Europe. Infhort, 
with this addrefs Cobnna removed all the fcruples of the 
fenate ; only they reprefented, that as the war would render 
it neceffary to augment their garrifons, it was but reafonable 
the allies fhould fliare the expcnce. Cdonna was of the fame 
opinion ; but faid his inftructions ccntJiined nothing upon that 
head. It was afterwards referred to the pope ; but he put it 
off to fome other occafion, being unwilling to enter upon 
any terms which fhould draw money from the church : how- 
ever, as this obftacle remained, nothing was determined, a 
reference being made to the doge and council. After warm 
debates peace with the "Turks was again refolvcd upon ; but 
thofe who oppofed t\i:> menfure infiftcd it fliould be ratified 
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i) full fenate. Accordingly the affair was remitted to this * 

ammbly, when Paulo Tiepolo^ by a long, fcnfible, and la- 
boured difeourfe, refuted the arguments allcdged in favour of 
peace, and confirmed thofc Coknm advanced in favour of the 
leagpe. Tiepolo was anfwered by Nicolao cli Ponti, efleeiyied 
the firll orator of his age : Ponti with great fpirit aflerted, 
that all the Arguments of thofe who promoted the war, were 
founded fln profound [ignorance 'of the conflitution antf cir- 
cumftances of Venice^ as well as of her allies. This he dc- 
monftrated with the utmoft perfpecuity, oratory, and elegance : 
he then laid open the views of Spain^ the intcreff of the re- 
public, what prudence, juftice, and even necelfity required 
of her ; he gave a sketch of the languifhing ftate of com- 
merce, by which alone thv republic could preferve her weight 
in the fcale of Europe : ht^fet forth the decay of manufac- 
tures, the diftrefs of the poor, and total inanition of the trea- 
fury, drawing the whole pifture with fuch height of, colour- 
ing, juftnefs and energy of expreflion, as well as propriety of 
difpofition, that the fenate was greatly moved with the pa- 
thetic *defcription : for fomc time their minds ilufluated be- 
tween doubts ; but at length the oppofite party prevailed, in 
confequence the league was agreed to and foon after con- 
cluded 

This treaty fet forth that a perpetual league and alliance, 
ofienfive and defenfive, fliould take place between his holi- 
nefs Pius the fifth, his catholic majefty Philip of Spain, and 
his ferene highnefs Mocenigo doge of Venice, againft Selim cm- 
peror of xhz Turks. Here it was ftipulatcd, that the allies 
fhould not only attack the common enemy in the dominions ''"'"®/'"^ 
immediately in his pofleffion, but likewife 'r h/e/,;, 
giers, and other cities tributary to the on the coaft of jj ^ 
Barhary ; that when no expedition for the common benefit 
was intended,, the Venetians Ihould aflift Philip in Burbmy with 
fifty gallics, well provided ; that in the fame circumftances uans. 
he fhould fupply the republic with . an equal number, upon 
any attack within the gulph of Venice, from La Vakra ex- 
tending along the coaft to the city of Venice ; that the feve- 
ral proportions and quotas for general expeditions, fhould be 
fuch as we have fpecified above. And it was farther agreed, 
that the operations of every campaign fhould be fettled the 
autumn preceding, the pope being appointed arbiter in all 
differences which might arife. Laftly it was ftipulatcd, that 
none of the allies fhould even hint at a feparate peace, with- 
out the joint confent of all the parties. A place was left for 

• Parut*, 1. 2. Maurocen.,1. 6. 
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the emperor, the kings of Prance and Portugal to embi^e 
the lea^e if they chofe it 

• This treaty of alliance was made public on fhe'lelev^th 
of with the ufual formalities : then the (bnate entered 
upon confultations with the allies concerning the operations * 
of the war, and what inftru£tions ihould be .given to their 
admirals, it being a maxim with the republic to limit them 
with particular orders, the tranfgreflion of which is capicaK 
This practice, at the fame time that it has its advantages, is 
alfo fubjedt to many inconveniencies, as by it many happy 
opportunities are loft of annoying the enemy and ferving the 
ftate. In this confultatioq, it was determined immediately to 
hazard a battle, the iflue of which would probably alter 
the fentiments of thofe who attributed the long conti- 
nuance of the war to the dettys of the Spaniards^ and 
likewife eafe the allies of the heavy burthen of new levies, 
and augmentation of ftores and (hipping. It was likewife 
decreed, that the war Ihould be conducted with fpirit, with 
bold pufhes and adlivity; and that the hurry of intr'^pidity, 
which in other cafes might probably precipitate into deftruc- 
tion, would in this war be the fureft means of fafety, and 
tlie only road to vidlory. It was farther determined, to give 
Venieri orders to omit no opportunity bf fighting the enemy, 
and even before the jundlion of the allies, provided they were 
not unreafonably fuperior in ftrength : the fame orders were 
fent to Colonna by the pope. Ambafties Were difpatched to 
the emperor, to the kings of Poland and Portugal^ to invite 
them into the league, which negotiations the pope took upon 
bimfelf. 

Amidst thefe preparations Mujtapha was not idle in Cy- 
frus : having fent to Nicofia for his cannon, he broke up 
winter-quarter, and removed his camp to Famagojla, Forty 
thoufand foldiers, labourers, and pioneers, were employed ih 
repairing the works deftroyed by the befieged : he alfo drew 
trenches round the city, raifed batteries of bombs and cannon, 
with which he played vigoroufly on the garrifon. 'Fhe number 
of the befieged amounted to four thoufand foot, and eight hun- 
dred horfe, befides three thoufand of thetownfmen and peafants 
in arms, and two hundred Albanians^ who performed notable 
fer vices, Antonio Bragadino bad the fupreme direftion : 
Baglioni was the next in command. The former was ga- 
ve rnor of the citadel \ Neftor Martinenga was general of the 
artillery ; and Laurentio Ticpoli^ had an honourable rank, and 
great authority. Under the conduft of thefe officers were 
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, ’a pdiraHy ar^, wiaout any ionm^ t«pipa.oC le- 
l^fiopi jriiit aNKes. T^Ttirl^,'vff^)f^^ c^yrith i]4rit| , 
aii4,4»ly fpproipHas were ib'aw.tj^wards tlie,nm|Hirts. Aa ’ 
' yoo^ p they had cc^i^pted teh Jittle forts rouiid cit^ ' 
in which ftn p|a^ their tiej^ieit, tlanqohn th^ piajM with 
furyoh th^wansi battering the, whole j^uih of the 
for fiwejral dep without ihtermi^n. Over ^is attack Mi^a- 
eha priced m wrfon. : nor did me ganifimoppofe'hiaiwith 
left vigour { their fucceh wae greateTi four thou&nd Turits hav- 
ing alresidy been killed by the aitillery. F<^ four days both 
il(m continued to fire with irrefiftible fory, when the be- 
iieged made a partition of the cor^imand, affigoing certaia 
diimSa to each of the fupsrior oflkerf. The Turks feiit a 
trumpet with letters .to the rjarrifoh ; but Baglussi returned 
him with an anfwer full of relblutioh and cohrage. On the 
following day, after a warm adlion, fupported with vinurj, 
thofe letters were found in the fofie, fummoning the inhabi- 
tants to furrender, and promifing them full fecurity of dieir 
freedoiif and property ; but iiifiead of complying, the garrilbo 
exerted themfelves with redoubled efforts, and fo hotly charg- 
ed the eiiemy, with great and fmall arms* that it was find 
their lofs amounted to thirty tfioufand nm, 'hefides feveral 
batteries .difmounted : however, apprdiehding a icarcity of 
aniipunition, they liihited the honmr of charges to eveiy 

S in, hoping.b^ this tneans m make their, powder laft^ until 
M'eoiud receive fuppUes fjrom QshtBa. 

At lengthy after great (laughter, theTiirir carried their 
approaches to the bottom of the vralls ; upbii which they fet 
about filling the ditch with . the utmoft diligence, which the 
hefieged left no meaps untried to oppofe. A kind of fixmces 
were contrived by ^tSmus Mrrmm to defend them from thd 
Ihot of the enemy,; but he being unfortunately killed,' the 
Turks became mailers of the ditch' i here they ere^ed works 
to skreen them from the fire of the garrifori, placing before 
th’eiri largp lacks of wool and earth. Tbtfs Covered, they 
began to fifp the walls, and to open minp,' which the be- 
fieged often rendered ufelelii by couoterniines, at the fame 
rime retarding, the oiieratidns of the befiegers by perpetual 
riumailbes, failles, and a continued fire of mul^uetiy and can- 
non. Batumi exerted himfelf in a manner altogether incre- 
dible : bis refolutkm and coura^ furmounted ev«v baaard 
and fiitigue : in body and mind he feemed invincible, being 
every where ptefent, and dire£ting the vigour and intrepidity 
of the foldier wirii the ednduft, magnanimity, and prefence 
of mind of a general.. He animated, exhorted, and ipirked 
Moo. Hist. Vol. XXVir. D d his 
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ibis mn to by his voice and example ;|i 

'* excikd, comforted the oppreScd with wounds or/weami^^ 

* . and praifed and rewarded the brave and petfeVerift^, \ , 

At len^h the mine under the parapet wav lired^ iuMcb 
AnaJTault With fo terrible an explolion as equally terrified the* 

ptvenin h^^fi^rs and befieged* A breach waa made in ^he walls, which 
^•whichthe the jfwrir ftorming, met with a refifiaiice they Iklle expe£led> 
Turks are Baglioniy afiembling his men, attacked the Turh with fuch 
tepulfed. fury that they were driven headlong from the breach : they 
renewed the aflault, and Were a fecond time repulfed : not 
difeoUraged, they mounted the breach in greater numbers^ 
imagining their perfeverance would, tire out the befieged; 
but in this they were deceived,, for Baglmi had lb well con- 
certed hta meafiires with the other officers, that the fatigued 
and wounded were carried off, Aind their places fupplied with 
frefh troops from the other quarters. By this means, after 
five fucceffive attacks, all the endeavours of the Turks weie 
frufiratedy and they were conl^elled to abandon the breach 
witli prodigious (laughter. The lofs on the fide of thcjbcfieged 
was inconfiderable, hid it not been for the death of two brave 
officers, the count Gi&iuinnl Francifeo Goro and Bemardim 
Eugebim : their greatefi diftrefs arofc from the fatigue 
endured from the time the Turks became mafiers of me 
ditch* In the day they were continually employed in di({urb- 
ing the operations of enemy^ and at night in repairing 
the breaches made by the miners and furious difeharge of 
heavy cannon. . In Joing this the moft precious carpets, tape- 
firy, and other houfiiold furniture were ufed without repin- 
ing ; khd the proprietors beheld them blown up into the air^ 
crumbled by cannon balls, or deftfoyed by loads of earth and 
land, happy in the confideration that they prolonged the date 
of their liberty. To this Was added, the fatigue of being 
conllantly under arms from the frequent alarms. On the 
eighth day after the laft allault, a new mine was i^rungf 
which blew up with fo much' fuccefs, that feveral yards of 
the wall were entirely carried away, and a breach made fuf- 
ficient to admit twenty men a-breafi. To this both the af- 
failaius and defendants fiocked,' with a fu/y almbfl; injerediUe ;; 
hope fpurring on the former, while defpair and the laft* ef-' 
forts of editing hber^ animated the latter. The com-' 
bat was incredibly bbftinate and blood, both ficks csTvVtv 
ing a power more thah nawal;. when, at the Turks 

gave Way, and were fooii after totally routed mi driven 
before the garrifon ; here the woipcn, children^ and clerg/ 
fought likeToldiers, annoying the enemy jwith (balding water,' 
fiiirii!i>g fulphur and pitefa^ With a^fiiry hot to’ be parallded iif 

biftoty* 
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ildttfin-’thg breicH'exhoftmg, intreating,' and anraiating'die 
troo^ with tem{^ral and fphitual aiguments. In flibrt, their ' 
^hthuliafHccouraigefunnountjd every difficulty; and the Turku 
'aibniffied at fo much traveiy, feand the garrifon impregna^ 
b!e agatnil h'um'irt flrehgtl^,' and to be conquered only by de- 
lay! . For this reafon they determined to be Ie6 frequent At 
airaults, which had raft theni the lives of (o many moufand 
ihldiers, with a iofs 'sdtbgether ihcbhfiderable on the fide of 
the beiieged : however, after their artillery had played for 
feveral days with fome fuccefi u^on the walls, another mine 
Was fprung, by which the eounterfcarp was totally demolilh- 
ed. A body of four thOufaiid ' janiflaries Was cholm to enter 
the breach, which they did wittt great intrepidity, being fup- ' 
ported by another corps of nx*thoufand fele£t foidiers. The 
reiiftance of the beAeged was equal to what might be expedbd 
from their former valour ; but the event did not coTrefpbnd. 

After a violent conflict for three hours the Turkt remained 
id poflefflbn of the eounterfcarp, the befieged being forced to Turks 
abandon it through wearinefs and want' of numbers : their 
retreat, however, was made with fuch order, after fo <d>ftl- 
nate a reAAance, that the viAors had little tq boaft of an 
vantage gained with tenible daughter. To the number of 
two thoufand had been blown up by the ingenious but hor- 
rible *comrivance of BagUoniy who fprung a countermine as 
fdon as the enemy had in fufficient numbm mounted the 
breach. 

By loAng the eounterfcarp the garrifon was for^ to per- 
petual watchings, with which they were already harraAed, to 
raife new defences againft the beA^ers ; and to maintain epn- 
ibnt fallies to impede their progrefs. The Turks were inde- 
fatigable ; they had now brought the whole camp to the very 
waffs; they Were induftrioufly crewing works to cover their 
farther approaches ; and conufufiing batteries for driving the 
b^eged from the pofts they poAeued. Nor were the^ de- 
fendants lefi affidUous in Ailing up all the breaches with hides, 
wet earth, wool, and other materials. In this dlhployment . 
the indtiftiy, vigilance, and fpirit of the wqmn were amaz- 
ing : they divided tbemifelyes into troops,'‘knd, withoufre- 
garding quality or fex, flood' up in defence, of l^iierty, by 
labodnng in tfie .nwft feiviie occupations. Femaites of the ' 

Arh Acfhion might feed' fvreatiog under loads of earth, 
heavy ' ftones to rl^r the walls', or water to extinguifh the 
Aames kipdled' by the bombs thrown into the chy. After fe- 
veral fruidefs attempts^ upon the gates, the' enemy took a 
ihorier method by 'throwing, with great force, burning torches 
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into the town, which feixina hold of the boufes^ tooy pff 
the attention of the befieged Trom the out-worb. So dreadful 
a fmoke was raifed, that the ^urh unfeen begap to^open ano- 
ther mine ; but ftill the vigilance of BagUoni prevailed, fpringing 

S other fuccefsful countermine, he fruftrated the attempts of 
e Turks. At length famine was like to effe£t what foiled alt 
the endeavours of the beiiegers. Corn, wine, ^ and provi- 
ftons having long been confumed, the garrifon had for feveral 
d^ys drank vinegar mixed with water inftead of wine, and eat 
the moft naufeous animals in the place of their ufual provilions. 
Thefe inconveniences were chearfullv fupported : the fbldiers 
murmured not becaufe their officers iet the example by ihar- 
ing every hardfliip : but now every kind of provifions were 
exhaufted, and they muft either fubmit or ftarve. The Ita* 
Hans in garrifon were reduced) from four thouland to one 
fourth of that number, moft of them having died, not by the 
fword, but of loathfome difeafes, the confequence of bad liv- 
ing. The Greeks were proportionably diminiftied ; which at 
laft began to fhigger the refolutfon of the inhabitants, who 
had hitherto remained firm. In this extremity they prefented 
^^ixx\onloBragadim2x^ BagUoni^ requefting of them not 
to carry their obfiinacy to the total deftruSion of the city, 
maflacre .of their wives, children, and all that was dear to 
them. They remonftrated, that their fidelity or conftancy could 
never be accufed, as they had fupported every evil, braved 
every danger as long as the leaft hope of relief or liberty re- 
mained : but that now thefe were extingutfhed, and it was 
unreafonable to purfuc a conduA that muft, in a few days, 
terminate their lives by famine or the fword. At prefent 
it was probable that Mujlapha would grant honourable terms, 
which was more than they could poffibly expert after the 
garrifon was weakened with ficknefs, famine, and fatigue. 

To this petition anfwered in a courteous and 

obliging manner. He commended their courage, foothed 
their defpair, and alTurcd them, that if the fuccours he ex- 
peded did not foon arrive, he would take every precautioA 
to fave the lives and freedom of men deferving of the highefli 
honours. Thus all again determined to wait the event of 
the general’s promife. 

The Turks having now finilhed their works, fprung a mine 
under the citadel, by which a confiderable opening was made, 
which they attempted to ftorm \ but were foon fepulfed by the 
luperior courage of the befieged. Next day another afiauU 
was given, in which, after a fliarp conflid of fix hours, th,c 
Turks were again defeated with great lofs. .At laft powder , 
tailed the befieged, and they vvere reduced to a few charges 
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onI)n provilions bad long been wanting ; and they now had 
intelligence^ that Barzoiti Barharo^ coming with fupplies from 
Canita^ was ihipwrecked. In {hort> every thing contribut- 
ing to conquer the fpirit of this brave garrifon, they were ii-j 
inally cbmpeljed to enter upon terms of capitulation. Ac/ 
cordingly a treaty was fet on foot, and homages exchanged. 
Commiifioners for fettling the articles having met, the fol 
lowing terms were screed to by both parties : viz. That the 
officers and foldiers mould march out with all the honours of 
war, drums beating, colours flying, five pieces of cannon, 
all their baggage, and be conveyed in fafety to Candia under 
an efcort dr three Turkijb gallics ; and that the inhabitants 
(hould remain in the free ufe of their religion, untouched 
in their property, and in full pofleffion of their freedom. 
Thcfe conditions having been^ mutually Hgned, the garrifon 
marched out, and the foldiers embarked on board the (bips 
provided for^ them by Mujiapha, Next day Bragadino went 
to pay his compliments io attended by BagHoni^ 

Martinetfga^ and fome pf the chief officers. At flrft they 
met with a civil reception, Afuftqpha ordering a feat to be 
placed for Bragadino on his own right hand. They foon en- 
tered into difeourfe about the prifoners ; and AJuflapha tax- 
ing Bragadino with fome violences committed by the garrifon 
during the fufpenfion granted for fettling a capitulation, 
Bragadino^ with a generous difdain, denied the charge, cal- 
ling it falfe and deflgning. Upon which Mufiapha^ rifing 
up in a fury, ordered him to be bound hand and foot, and 
the others maifacred before his face, without regard to hpf- 
pitality, their bravery, the treaty flibfifling, or their being 
unarmed. Bragadino was referved for a more cruel treatment ; 
after being infulted with the moft vilifying and opprobrious 
language ; after undergoing the moft excruciating tortuies ; 
after having his ears, nofe, and lips flit, his neck was 
firetched upon a block, and trampled upon by the dafiardly 
Mujiapha^ who asked him where was now that Chijl whom 
he worihipped, and why h^ did not deliver him out of his 
hands i At the fame time the foldiers on board the fleet 
were defpoiled of every thins, and lathed to the oars. Thia 
day’s work being finimed, mujiapha entered the city, where 
he gave immediate orders that Tiepolo fhould be hanged upon 
a gibbet. A few days after, before Bragadino had recovered 
from the wounds he received, he was carried in derifion to 
all the breaches made in the walls, loaded with buckets 
filled with earth and mortar, and ordered to kifs the ground 
as often as he pafled ^ Mujiapha ; a fpedlacle chat raifed 
pangs of pity in the callous hearts of the meaneft Turkifl) foU 
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4jierSy but could not move compafilon in the obdurate jlreaft 
of Mujiapha. Afterwards the brave Bragadino was cooped 
up in a cage, and ignominioufly hung to a fail-ya{d in one of 
ihc gallies, where his intrepid foldiers were chained to the 
toars. This fight rendered them almoft furious : they cjc- 
claimed againll the bafenefs, the treachery of Mujiapha : 
they called aloud for revenge, and defired to be^fet at liberty 
that they might, even without arms, refeue their brave gene- 
ral, and inflift the deferved punilhment upon their mean, 
daflardly, and cowardly foes. Their requeft was anfwered 
with cruel laflies 5 Bragadino was taken down, conducied to 
the maiket-place, amidtl the din of trumpets, drums, and other 
warlike inftrumenls, where he was flayed alive, and a period 
put to his glorious life. His skin was hung, by way of tro- 
phy, to the fail-yard of a gali^y fent round all the coafts to 
infult the Venetians, In wliich manner periftied the intrepid 
Bragadino^ who fulFered equally by the dilatorincfs of the 
Republic, and the baibanty of an haughty enemy (A). His 
head, with thofe of Jndtea Bragadino his brother, Lodouico 
Martinenga^ and the bta\’C ^uirinoy were fent as prefents to 
Selim. As for Hercules Martinenga^ he unhappily, fay our 
hiftorians, efcaped the firft inry of Mufapha^ renounced hit; 
religion, and entered into the fcrvice of Selim^ v/here he in a 
(hort time arrived at higli honours (B). 

• The 


(A) He bore his fuiFt^rings 
with fuch an admiiablc conftan- 
cy, that with great calmnefs 
he reafoned with Mujlapba 
upon the duties of honour, vir- 
tue, and a foldier. He then 
tn\r*d him uith pcihdy, crueltv, 
ami vovviidicc, qualities the 
Jca<l bcconung a general of all 
hicn. Afir f his >kin waj pul- 
led pown to hib navel, the force 
applied hy the executioner 
mad:* the blood flream out; 
upon which > with amazing 
hi. nried out upon 
ChrijV^ fahVrirg^. But thefe 
are feenes we cannot delcribe 
without horror. 'I'hc reader 
may fee them at large in Varu- 
Mnt{rocnii„ and other Vene 
iitv: hiiloiians, 


(B) We cannot avoid taking 
notice of the fateot the famous 
This gentleman was 
of a good family, had been 
early lindlnrcd with kience, 
which he improved with great 
application and force of geni- 
us, having made an amazing 
progrefs in philofophy, mathe- 
matics, and the liberal arts, of 
which he left many monuments 
ufcful to poflerity. liis profef- 
fion was the civil law, in which 
he was deeply skilled. This he 
prailifcd in C\pnis, till he had 
raifed himfeU from a (lender 
fortune to opulence and the iiim- 
niit of his profellion.' Among 
other VaitUaris he fell on the 
taking of FamagAjla into the 
hands of the 7 uj /:s, by whem: 
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y HE taking of was an advantage of high con- 
fequence to the Turks ; and had they not fullicJ their viflory 
with the treacherous ^nd barbarous mafiacrc of fo many lie-, 
roes, pofteriiy would have done juftice to their perfeverance, 

'and deemed them deferving of the conqueft. By poflefTirg 
Farmigoftfiy they became abfolute mafters of the rich, fertirc, 
and famous ifland of Cyprus^ for which they had fo eager giiJ 
long a defire. It coft them from their hrft landing about 
an hundred thoufand lives, and many officers of the hid rank 
and merit in the Turkljh fervicc. 

During thefe tranfa61ions in Cyprus^ that the Chriftians 
might not be lefs employed in other parts, the bafhaw of 
Negropont put to fea in June with a formidable fleet, and ar- 
rived in the night at Malacca^ a port of Canclia^ unperceivid 
by the inhabitants. Another fleet failed to the gulph 

of Suda^ where tlicy wafted, burnt, and deftroyed all the 
neighbouring villages, carrying oft' a great number of the 
inhabitants into llavery. Upon this the Venetians colledled 
about thirty gal lies to oppofe the enemy, from w’hich deilgn 
they were diverted by a ftorm. In the mean time, llal'i 
Vluzzali^ feizing the opportunity, font forty gallies towards 
Rattimoj where landing the troops, the moft beautiful of ci- 
ties was taken and burnt, after the conquerors had loaded 
themfelves with rich booty. Leaving this place, they made 
an attempt, with very diftcrent fuccefs, upon Cunu^ a port in 
Candia^ W'here they were fo v/armly attacked by Francifeo 
Juftiniano^ that they retired with the lofs of four thoufand 
men. Hence the fljuadron fteerqd to the ifland of Cerigo^ Motictis rf 
which was delblated with a barbarous fury ; as if to revenge //'e-lurk- 
their late difgrace, they would commit the muft cnoinious 
barbarities on the weak and defencelcfs. 

All this while Fenicri lay with the bulk of the Venetian 
fleet at 6V/ir, waiting to be reinforced, and impatient of de- 
lay. From hence he detached fome gallics to bring him ad- 
vice of the motions and ftrength of the enemy. 7'hey re- 
turned with intelligence, that the Turks were failed to Za* 

^yntbo. Afterwards Trani was fent out to bring farther ad- 
vice ; but being driven out of his courfe by a ftorm, he fell 
into the hands of the enemy. As foon as the Turks had 

he was enflaved, and employed opprefled by toil and fickneft, 
in the moll laborious and fer- he became unfit for labour, and 
vile occupations. He often v/as knocked by his cruel maf- 
comforted himfelf by reflefting ter on the head* without re- 
on the circuraitnnccs of jE/op^ gard to his fervices or merit. 

M:nippnSt EpidctiiSy jyid Other Thuan, Hijh fui Temp, L 
ancient At length, 
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^be IBftory fif Vti&ti Cyi; 

leaintof TfMn^at AtVautim fleet lay l^wde< 

termined to flul in queft of it : but ffauetiy icii^n^ his ibr 
ferior^ngth, ictiied to in order to bcf joined by 

the confederates. After tbir, theTutilrmakinga^centon 

S e iflaqds of Zannthe and Cephabnia, carried prifoners to^ 
,e amount of nx thoufand fouls } fleering from flience to 
ifirintit where they expeded to jovertake Venieri^ Difiip* 
pointed in this experation, the fleet fltored to Jlbttnia^ whi- 
ther Ahmety the begleib^ of Gretety had come with nuiiie- 
rous forces, to fuppreft fome infurreifUons which appeared 
among the Stradiets in favour of the repuUic. Ahmet marched 
to Scutari at the head of a choice body of infantry : finding 
himfelf too weak to enter upon adion, he fent for a rein- 
forcement to the fleet. Accordingly forty gailies filled with 
foldiers were detached to bis ^(fiftance. In their way, this 
fquadron met with two Ferutian gailies, whom they took after 
a warm conteft. Soon after fome Venetian tranf^rte fell in 
their way, and became an eafy prey. 

Having received this reinforcement, Ahmet matched to 
DelringOy to which he laid fiege with a numerous army and 
train of artillery ; the fleet alfo was detained to block up the 
harbour, and a galley difpatched to Vluzzali to aflift his ^ua- 
dron. This officer, after having feized upon fome of the re- 
public’s merchantmen, failed in company with Halt to the 
coaft of Dalmatitty where the latter landing with a firong 
corps, attacked Seppeto and took it, after a very gallant re- 
jfiftance, in which be loft a great number of men : here the 
whole garfifoii was put tq the fword, the town plundered, 
and then deferred. Emanuel Mormoriy by wbofe bravery the 
city had been taken from the Turks the preceding year, be- 
came now their ptifoner and Have. From hence Halt went 
to Durosesmy where he was joined by VIukmU. 

SARRk MARTINENGA commanded in Delringe : he 
had long ferved in a confiderable capacity in the French army, 
where be acquired great reputation ; but peace with Spein 
enfuing, and the civil wars being cbmpofed, he returned to 
Venicey and vvas appointed to the government of this city. He 
now fhewed himfelf deferving of the truft repofed in him : 
with a flender-garrifon, ill provided with water, ftores, and 
provifions, he flood a fiege of thirty days againft a potent ene- 
my. The intrepid conduct of Hermalao Tteph had twice, 
with great h^rd, relieved him with fcanty fupplies of water. 
After having fulfilled every duty which his country, his ho- 
jaour, and courage required, he was at length forced to yield 

* Paruta, 1. 2. » 
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to\ numberf*. apd the ortreinity to which he was reduced f 
hut he capitubi^ upon honourable terms* having ftipulated 
for all the honours of war* the eilefls of the foldiers* and 
hoft^cs for the fecurity of the liberty and property of the 
'jcitisgsos. TheCb articles were kept no better than thofe,at 
Famag^a^ a^tho’ the breach of them arofefrom no treachery 
of Admit. The naval officers had claimed a (hare in^ the 
redudlion^of Dflringi% which fo highly incenfed Achmety who 
alone had undergone all the fatigue of tlie (iege, that he ad- 
fnitted his troops within the walls, where they immediately 
fell a plundering, with an eagernefs peculiar to the Turks^ 
The naval officers* equally defirous of (haring the booty a$ 
the glory with Achmety landed a lar» body of fcamen, who 
joined in facking the town and manacring the garrifon, un- 
. til not a (bq) efcaped alive ^ides Mortinmga and Hieronym9 
Vmiiriy who were faved by the humanity of the ba(haw 
Moriinenga has been blamed by Tome hiftorians for furren- 
dering 'the town fooner than his ficuation required, but un- 
juftly,.as at the time of capitulation he was confined to his 
hed, and when asked concerning the capitulation, faid that a 
pan deprived of the ability of fighting had no opinion. 

In the mean time the Turkifi officers confulted whether 
fo late in the feafon they might venture upon the (iege of 
paiharra ; but as they could come to no refolution, they fent 
to £oT^anUnople for the Grand Seignior’s orders. That the 
intermediate time might not be wafted, Caracofay a captain of 
pirates, and Uluzzaliy ba(haw otAlgierSy were fent with a fqua- 
dron of forty gallies to make an attempt on Cajllenuffuoy and 
then on Carzola. The former of tbefe towns was com- 
manded by Antanh Balbiy who, upon fight of the enemy, 
pflFered to fubmjt, for which he was defervedly fligmatized 
with perpetual bani(bment. What rendered his difgracc the 
more remarkable was, that the women of the place, perceiv- 
ing bis and the earrifon’s intention to furrender, feized upon 
their arms, (hiel£, and coats of mail, and mounting the ram- 
parts, headed by RoJJillo Dalmattny a prielf, by their hoftrle 
appearance faved the city from attack, the Turki turning 
their courfe to LiJUinay which was deferred by the governor, 
who retired int6 the citadel on the enemy’s approach. The 
^urks fet fire to the town, and ran about pillaging the 
ifland; they were attacked by the inhabitants, who 
formed tbeihfelves into a body, and driven with (laughter to 
the fleet, many of them bping drowned in the tumult ^ 

' Paruta, ubi fupra. Thuan. 1 . 49. Hitherto I. co. hu 
been quoted by miftabe. « Paruta* 1 . 2. Thuan. f. 49. 
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In this manner ended the operations of the campaign. iBy 
the cnfuing fpring Colonna had got in readinefs his complex 
^ent of twelve gallles, with which he fet fail to Mejfina : here 
waited Venieri^ with intention of joining him, but that of- 
ficer was detained at Corfu by various accidents. Colonna^ un-^ 
derftanding that the Venetian fleet was in great danger from 
the^vicinity of the Turktjh admiral, and their inferjority, fent 
repeated meflages to Venieri to fet fail for Sicily^ which he did 
as foon as the fi;uation of aflairs would permit. In the 
mean while Don John of 4ujlria^ having finiflied the war in 
Granada^ arri\cd at Barcelona^ and there embarking two re- 
giments he fet fail for Genoa, After aflembling fome troops 
here, and getting ready a number of gal lies and tranfports, 
he fleered for MeJJina to join Venieri and Colonna^ leaving 
Doria and the marquis of Santa Crux to bring up the remain- 
der of the army and fleet. He arrived at MeJJina after a 
(hort and profperous voyage, and was welcomed by the two 
confederate admirals, and the loud acclamations of the 
foldiers and mariners Next day he called a council of 
war, at which were prefent himfelf* Vemeriy Colonna^ Lodo- 
vico RetfuefneSy lieutenant in the abfence of Pompey 

Colonna^ and Agojlho Barbnrigo, He opened the council 
with a fliort apology for the delays on the part of his Catho- 
lic majefly, laid before them the number and condition of 
his forces, which confifted of twenty-two thoufand foot," of 
which eight thoufand eight hundred were Spanijh, eleven 
thoufand Itaiians^ and the remainder Germansy with a nume- 
rous artillery, ninety gallies, and twenty-two tranfports. He 
then lamented the flate of alFairs, complained of the furmife? 
which had been fpread, equally injurious to Philip and hi$ 
own honour. He faid, that the defue of avoiding battle was 
not the caufe of the delays, but real and infurmountable dif- 
ficultres; that the moment thefe had ceafed, the fleet and 
army were got with the utmoft expedition in rcadinefs, and 
now it was their bufinefs, he faid, to recover the loft time by 
a double portion of induftry, ai^livity, and zeal. Venieri and 
Cs/sMif/i returned him thanks for his obliging apology; and 
the former imagining there was no other impediment, pro- 
pofed that they (hould immediately feek the enemy. To this 
Don John objefled, under the fame pretexts offered the year 
before by Doria^ although he was fenftble that the'harbours^ 
towns, and territories of the republic were groaning under 
all the feverities of a cruel and rigorous war. He faid, that 
It would be folly to leave Mfjfina before the whole fleet was 
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united) as thfi enemy were greatly fuperior in ftrength and 
number of {hips ; nor would he permit the chriftian fleet, 
jn whiclaconfifted the public fecurity, to be precipitated into 
manifeft ds^nger. 

^is foon as the Turks underftood that the combined fleet 
was at Mejfmayihaty v/eighed anchor from Catharra^ and failed 
to Carfu^ where they continued fifteen days, plundering the 
villages and fuburbs of the towns, without attempting t8 lay 
fiege to any fortified places. 7 owards the beginning of Sep- 
tember they fleered for Conjlantinople^ ravaging Cephalonia a 
fccond time with all the horrors of war. Stopping in the 
gulph of LepantOy they fenc to Selim for further inflruclion;^ ; 
and in the mean while fent out the famous pirate Caragiali 
in qiieft of the chriflian fleet, to procure the beft intelligence 
poflible ; but after his rctiyn the feafon was fo far advanced, 
that, imagining no fteps would for this year be taken by the 
confederates, the corfairs of Barbary were difmiflid, to the 
number of forty gallies, well armed and provided. After 
whicji the balhaw, leaving Halt in the gulph of Lepanto with 
one hundred and fifty gallics, went to ConJlantlnopU to fpend 
the winter °. 

Mean while the fixty gallies, left in Candia for the relief 
of Famagojiay hearing of the fate of that unhappy city, fet 
fail for Meffinoy agreeable to Fenien's orders. Upon their 
arrival the whole Venetian fleet amounted to one hundred and 
nine gallies, and fix men of war. 7'hen the admirals met to 
confult on their operations : Venieri prefled Don fohn of 
Jujirioy that, laying aficleall hefitation and delay, i\\^TurkiJh 
fleet might be attacked, faying, that if they avoided battle 
they (hould by all endeavours be reduced to the nccefliCy of 
fighting. Here Don again raifed doubts and fcruples ; 
and though he did not openly oppofe the propoficion, yet he 
wafted the time that might have been better employed in 
adion. He made fuch obje<3:ions, fowed fuch dllTentions 
among the officers, and fo confounded their mcafurcs, that 
no plan could be propofed, that did not meet with its cavillers 
and opponents. Some, magnifying the ftrength of the Turk-- 
ijh fleet, recommended caution, circumCpeflion, and delibe- 
rate councils ; others, on the contrary, were for giving battle 
at all events; and this opinion they fupported with arguments 
dravyn from the ncceflity of affairs, the circumftanccs of both 
Tides, the honour of the chriflian fleet, the intention of the 
confederacy, and the artidles of the treaty. To what purpofe, 
faid they, have fleets and forces been colleflcd together from 
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fo many difFcrent countries ? Is it that the Venetians^ wKq 
^re always fuperior to danger while they confided in their 
own courage and virtue, ihould be ruinra by repoiin|^ trufi; 
in the moil: folemn engagements with their alfieu ? Is it that 
they may become the jeft of Philip, of Don John^ and ofifianr 
kind ? They were, therefore, for fighting at all hazards. 

T^ese feotiipcnts were frequently repeated in ccuncil be- 
fore a full aflembly of general officers, and they were fup- 
ported by the earned; exhortations of the pope’s legate on 
board, who gave them them the firongeft alTurances of viiSlo- 
ry, through the mediation of the pfayers of his holinefs. At 
i^ft, overcome with ihame, Don John of Aujlria publicly 

¥ ve orders that every thing (hould he got ready for engaging. 

his order was received with the joyful acclamations of the 
whole fleet, cfpccially of the VenMans^ who wanted nothing 
fo much as to revenge the many barbarities committed by 
the infidels. The prince examined the condition every 
Clip, the number of her crew, and the ftate of her ftores, 
arms, and provifions, with a minute exaftnefs. The^'Vem- 
iian fleet was found well provided in every thing befides men, 
of whom a great number had periflicd by ficknefs. To re* 
medy this deficiency four thoufand pf his troops, of whom 
fifteen hundred were Italians^ were diflributed among 'the 
Vonetian gallies. The fleet was then drawn up in order of 
battle, in which manner it proceeded againfl the enemy, with 
all poflible caution, in four divifions, each diflinguiflied by a 
flag. Three divifions compofed the van : the fourth con- 
tinued in the rear, ready to affifl: and fuccour the parts hardeft 
prefled. The divifion on the right, compofed of fifty gallies, 
was commanded by Doria : that on the left, confifting of 
an equal number, by Agojiino Barbarigo : Don John himfelf 
kept the center ; and the rear, confifling of thirty gallies, was 
committed to the conduct of Alvaro Bajftano. Six large Ve- 
netian men of war were towed in front, two being placed be- 
fore each divifion to break the firft effort of the enemy, and 
annoy them by their heavy artillerv ; ten gallies befides were 
kept without the line to provide for all fudden emergencies, 
and againft all accidents ; and eight gallies were difpatched 
under Collonna to reconnoitre the enemy, and bring advice of 
their difpofition 

In this order the chriftian fleet arrived on the eighteenth of 
September at Capo delle Colonne^ where they were detained for 
three days by contrary winds. Venieri propofed they (hpuld 
fteer for Cephalonia^ in order to intercept the Turkijh fleer, 
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which, from the lateft accounts, was at Corfuj and by that I 

means fierce them to engage. Don yohn was of a contrary 
opinion He preferred failing diredly to Corfu with the. 
whole fle^, \id his opinion prevailed. Accordingly Baffanu 
*was^irpatched to Ttfrra/s, zvACanalis to Gallipoli ^ wit;h or- 
ders to take fome troops on board at thofe places, and proceed 
diredUy [o Corju. Then weighing from Capo delle Cologne j 
the fleet arrived in four days at Corfu. Thence proceeding to 
the continent, they put into the port of Gmim%%e^ where 
they were joined by Andrada^ who returned with advice that 
the Turks were in the gulph of Lepanto^ and had detached 
ftxty fail either to ConftantinopU or the coaft of Barbary^ for 
corn and other provi/ions. 

All this time.the infidels exerted the utmoft diligence in 
procuring intelligence, and fl4engthening their fleet for action, ^ 
Having fome advice of the motions of the Chriflians, the 
bafhaw returned to the fleet, recalled the piratical auxiliaries 
which /e had dtfmified, and all the other fquadrons detached on 
difFerept purpofes. Caragiali was intrepid enough to fail in the 
night, with a fmall fquadron, through the combined fleet, to 
examine their number, iituation and deflgns. He even 
had the prefumption to land within ihot of the allies, and 
take prifoners a body of foldiers, who ftrolled about. the (here 
little fufpeiling an enemy. From them the neceflary intclIU 
gence was procured ; i^n which it was debated whether or 
not battle (hould be ofmred. /£?//, who was young, full of 
courage, ambitious of glory, and eager for an opportunity 
of diftinguifhing himfelf, advifed, that the Chriftians (hould 
be attacked at all events. This opinion was fupported by 
a great majority ; but oppofed by Parihi^ whofe age and ex* 
perience rendered him more circumfpefl. Uluzzali feemed 
neuter, fearful of diibbliging either of the commanders : his 
cunning, plaufibility, and ambiguous difeourfe ftill moie con- 
founded iixtTurkiJb counfels, and fomented the diviflons 
among the admirals. Sometimes be would feem to incline 
to HaWs opinion, as moft becoming the dignity of fo po- 
tent an emperor as Solim : again be would appear doubtful 
whether their force was equal to the importance and danger 
of the enterprize. This, he would fay, was not his own 
opinion ;* but that of fome experienced ofHcers in the fleet, 
whom he did not chufe to name. That the (hips under his 
own condu^ were well provided with men, arms, ammu- 
nition, and every thing fit to engage ; but he was told it 
was not fo in fome other diviflons. He then added, that if 
his conduct hitherto was not' a fuflicient fecuriiy for his fide- 
lity, he was willing rK)w to give more ample :eftimony in bat- 
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tic. After he had thus twifted his fentiments into alj^he cir- 
cumvolutions and ambages of a fly courtier, Barha^ojjh^ the 
young dey of Algier was called upon for his opin -bnV When 
this prince fpoke, he magnified the vaftnefs, pover, and for- 
tune of the Oihoman empire ; the difciplinc of the trobps ; 
the excellency of the officers, exalting them greatly above the 
cfFefninatc, luxurious, emafculated, and contention's Chrif- 
tians, who were fplit into various monarchies of feparate and 
contrary interefts, and concluded with advifing battle, with the 
ftrongeft aflurances of vidfory. This, he faid, the emperor de- 
fired ; this at lead became his potency and grandeur ; nor was it 
lawful to hefixatc a motfient where the honour of their great 
monarch was concerned : his moft diftant hints were to be 
regarded with that reverence and refpeft duCtothe Deity. 

BARBAROSSA^s fentiments ^Svere feconded by thole of 
the greater number of the officers ; but oppofed by Parthi^ 
fangiack of N?gropont^ an ofliicer who had gained gr\’at ex- 
peiience in naval affairs, and was poflefl'ed of an e^quifitc 
judgment, devoid of all oflentation, deceit, and vanity^' He 
was an honeft, virtuous, and brave mariner, who freely fpoke 
his fentiments, without regarding how they might be received 
by his fupcuors. After refuting every thing advanced by Bar- 
harojjl^ he asked, Whether theChriftians had given any proofs 
of their cftemijiiacy, debility, and cowardice, at Famagojla^ 
Maha^ and other places ? He asked hinn, Whether the taking 
of the former w^as to be attributed to the Turklflj bravery, or 
to the famine, ficknefs, and every other evil that prevailed 
within the walls ? He faiJ, that the Chriftians had there ex- 
hibited proofs of intrepidity and conduft altogether amaxing, 
and which ongln to immortalize the memory of thofc unfor- 
tunate heroes, who met with a fate which they ill merited. 
An overweening pride, a contempt of the enemy, he faid, 
and a felf-fufficicncy, were not the pailjs to viiEfory and glory; ' 
but a true eflimation of each, a judicious, ihipnitial, anddif- 
paffionace comparifon, which was the duty of a true general. 
The Chriftians, he faid, were not fo contemptible as to be 
overawed by the formidable name of the Oihoman arms ; they 
muft be conquered by dint of fuperior courage and ftrength : 
nor was Parthi fo to interpret his inflruflions as raftily to en- 
gage on unequal terms : a defeat was lefs for the honour of the 
great monarch than a prudent referve, and cautious rcfufal of 
battle, the evccu of which might probably be difgraceful 
and ruinous, A prince, he faid, cotdd not be diflionourcd 
but by the raflintfs or timidity of his genejals; liut thefe dif- 
fered widely from tine courage and prudence, A defeat v/oiild 
now fully the glory of and rob him of the fruits of fo 

many 
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man)' viflories ; he, therefore^ advlfed that battle might be 
declined, u lefs hazardous and injurious to their afFairs than 
inaiSivicy^ mich was no more than a neceffary relaxation- 
after the toilswf war. tiowever, as this prudent advice was 
'l'upp#rted but oy a few voices, Partht faw himfeif under the 
• necelHty of talcing meafures from which he perceived deftruc- 
tion woi4j enfue : he remembered the difgrace of PinaMoi 
a more trivial offence ; and, with many fobs and wailing?, 
gave up his own judgment to the ra(h impetuous torrent of 
juvenile councils, faying, he had rather perifh in the field 
than fall a facrifice to the obloquy, the arts of envy, and the 
detraAion of malevolence. To this he was the more induced 
hySelim^s laft inftru^tions, read by Uluzzali in council, for 
feizing the firft opportunity of fighting the enemy s. 

This refolution being fomed, Mahomet^ who had fire- 
nuoufly diiliiaded them from battle, was difpatched into the 
inner puts of the gulph of Lepanto^ to colleft as many 
troops Ind (hips as could poflibly be got together. He drew 
from the neighbouring garrifons about four thoufand horfe, 
whom he difmounted and put on board the fleet. Mahomet 
fangiack of Morea fent fifteen hundred more horfc, after 
having difmounted them, and altered their arms to that of 
infantry. After this Caracofa^ a renowned pirate, was fent 
for intelligence. 

hi the mean time a trivial occurrence had like to have The con- 
diffblved the league, and given the Turh all the advantage federacy 
they could defire. One of the commiflioners, a Spaniard^ among 
appointed by Don ol Aujitia^ for viftualling the fleet, 
had conduced himfeif with great arrogance and ill manners 
towards many of the Venetian officers : upon which Venieri rc- 
prehended him gently ; but the fellow retorting abufc and feur- 
rility, Venieri gave orders he (hould be feized. The com- 
miffioner, affifted by tom^ oxhet Spaniardsy not only refitted, 
but flew the officer in the difeharge of his duty, which fo 
highly inceiifed Venieriy that he ordered the commiffioner and 
his accomplices immediately to be hanged at the yard>arm, 
without confulting Don fobn^ The Spanijh general regarded 
this condufl as an infult upon his authority ; and his indig- 
nation received additional fuel from the remonftrances of the 
Spanijh officers, efpccially Dorhy who hoped from thence to 
breed fuch diffentions as might fruftrate the refolution of the 
council, and even diffolve the confederacy. They infifted 
upon fatisfafiion ; but the moderation and prudence of C 0 - 
hnna and Barbariga healed the wounds made by the impe- 

« Vid. Aut. fupra ciiat. 
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tuoas and warm tertlper of Venitriy and baffled aU^tbe c^* 
deavouri of Dma to bring this afiair to dn oper/^upture< 
They fq ftrongly recommended the neceffi^ o^/manimity 
to Don ythn^ that he was reconciled to Vtnmft and detet" 
mined to profccute the plan laid down in council \ 

But the officers, who were ewr averfe to coming 
to ^a battle with the Turks^ raifed n^ cavils, by propofing 
that the fleet fliould inveft feme of the cities lately taluii 
the Turks on the coaft of Dalmatia. This, tlm faid, would 
draw Paribi out of the ^Iph of Lepasrio to die fuccour of tte 
place, when they could engage him to more advanuge than 
in a narrow channel. Although this advice was iMuflble, 
the Vtssttians eafily perceived that the ultimate ihteritiori of 
it, was to avoid battle : they therefore inlifted on piirfuing 
the former refolution, and foiiinff immediately to the mouth 
of the gulph, when, beyond doubt, the impatient and 
haug^^ difpofltion of the Turki would induce theffi to come 
put aiM engage. A third propofition was, that th^ ibiould 
^ afide all contention about things of little importance, and 
tinanhnoufly attack Navarra and Modan^ the taking of 
which they would reap real utility and glory. It was proba- 
ble that the Turks would attenipt the relief of thofe towns : 
if they did, there would be an opportunity of fighting ; if 
ibott the fiirrender of places fo important would pave the vtaf 
for an infurredlion in the Morea^ where the inhabitants were 
quite opprefled with the gauling yoke of fervitude 
Agreeable to this propolal, a refolution wu formed of 
failing diredily to the Morea., and there determining opera- 
tions by circumftances. All tfain^ being got in readinefs^ 
the fleet weighed from the coaft of Albania^ and failing in the 
Order we have before deferibed, purfued her courfe toCephalo- 
niay where the allies arrived about the time that i£>/r,'carrying 
all before him in council, had gained a majority againft /*w- 
thif and carried the refolution of fighting the Cbriftiahs. The 
fame miftake prevailed in both fleets, each imagining that 
the other would decline coming to adion. When thelstrks 
were at Santa AdaurOf the conMerates lay at Curftdari ; fo 
that the enemy could be deferied from the tops. Upon this Don 
ythn of AstfirtUy by the advice of Dma^ gave ftrid orders to 
Baffanty who commanded the referve iquadron in the rear^ 
by all means to avoid joining battle, until it was certain that 
the enemy had no feparate oivifion in referve. Then Dwia 
extended his line on the right, Barbarigo doing the fame 
on the left, and going as clofe to the fliore as the founding 

•* Thcan, 1. 49. Fakvta, 1 . 2. * Maurocen. 1 . 5. 
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would jsAnit It. The center was ranged by Don Jchn^ and 
the whol^eet difpofed in order of battle, without the leaft 
confiifioil ^tumult. Immediately on the right of the royal 
,gklley whicl^arried John of Aujiria^ were ftationed ColonHa 
and# the pope’s fquadron : on the left flood the Venttians^ 

;With two hrg(d Fenetian men of war placed before each di- 
vifion • 

On the other hand, the Thrir, feeing the chriftian fleet 
making fail towards them, inflantly cleared the (hips, and made 
every thing ready to engage, with the greateft alacrity, ex- 
pedition, and good order. In the’ center Parthi, the high 
admiral, took his ftation, having on both Tides one hundred 
and thirty gallieS ranged in line of battle. At the diftance 
of fixty {hips from his right, Halt cook pofl with eighty gallies, 
which he drew up clofe the (hore, to oppofe Barbarigo. 

The fangiack of Alexandria commanded in the right wing, 
and Ukzzali on the left, the whole fleet being ranged in a 
flrait nne, contrary to the ufual cuflom of the TurAsy who ge- 
nerally form a crefeent. Both Tides appointed a certain number 
of light velTels to fail conftantly round the fleets, to bring in- 
telligence to the admirals of the flate of affairs. When the 
fleets approached within a fmall diflance, Don Johhy taking 
the confederate flandard in his hand, accompanied by Fenieri 
and Golonna, went into a barge, and rowed round the fleet, 
eilhorting and animating them to an exertion of their abili- 
,ties and courage, which was anfwered by cheers over the 
whole line. Returning to his own Ihip, he made a (here 
fpeech to the crew, of which they teftihed their applaufe by 
chearful (bouts, which were ecchoed back by the fleet. 

On a fudden the Wind, which hitherto was adverfe to the 
chriftian fleet, ceafed, and a perfe£l calm enfued : now it was 
that Dvria was difeovered to have changed the order of battle 
preferibed. Inftead of keeping the line, agreeable to orders, 
he turned the ftems of his divifion towards the (hore on his 
right, to prevent being furrounded. This difpofuion of 
Dorian had almoft been attended with ruinous confe- 
quences, as it gave the Turks an opportunity of breaking 
the line, although his hiftorian attributes it to the fuperior 
abilities of his hero. The centers joined battle, the fiift on- 
let being fuflained by the large (hips in front, who played fu- 
rioufly with their heavy artillery on the Turktjh gallies. Fe- 
nieri feiit feme large gallies to fupport them, and bis exam- 
ple was happily followed by Colonna ; for the enemy, unable 
to bear this vigorous charge, divide^ to the right and left, the 
• 

* TfloASt. ubifupra' Parvt. iiiJ 
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greater part going to the right, which was oppofed Barha^ 
rigo^ on whom they difeharged ftiowers of arrgr.'Js, which 
darkened the sky, attended, after their barbat^'^f manner, 
with flirieks and (hours. Getting between Bai^mrigo and the 
(hore, with fornc light gallies, they furioufly attacked him in 
rear, front, and flank. This brave officer oppofed them with 
equal courage, aqd fuperior abilities, having ofteigrrepulfed^ 
broke, and put them in confufion. Victory had like to have 
declared for him, when, after an obitinatc conflifl:, during 
which he diftinguiflied every quality of a great commander, 
he was lliut in the eye, of which wound he died the follow- 
ing day K 

In his place fucceeded Marino Contareni, his nephew, and 
the rival of his virtues, who, after pufhing the advantages 
gained by Barharigo^ and putting the enemy to flight ; after 
having driven feme on (hore, funk and difabled others, was 
(lain by an arrow, and with him fell Vl/conii ^dr^no and 
yfndrea Barbarigo, Purfuing the victory, the next ife com- 
mand l^ept fo conllant a fire upon the enemy, that vlefert- 
ing their (liips, they fled on (hore, many being drowned 
endeavouring to efcape, and the vcflels daflied in pieces 
againft the rocks- The fame good fortune attended the cen- 
ter of the combined fleet, where hardly a Turk efcaped, no 
friendly fliore being near to afford them refuge. On the 
right, the battle was fupported by Doria on the one fide, dnd 
Hall on the other, 'I'he Turhy by his wrong difpolition, 
got between him and the center of the fleet, where a vio- 
lent conflitS enfiicd, Doria rcfolving to clofe the line, and 
prevent his being furrounded, which he eftefted after a hard 
ftruggle, and great lofs on the fide of the enemy. I'wo gal- 
lics, in which the fons of the Turkijh general fought, were 
taken. Notwithftanding this dcfign was fruftrated, the bat- 
tle was renewed with fielh vigour by Venieri^ feconded by Co- 
lonna^ Mutharin de fEjeut (A), a Frenchman^ and feveral 
other commanders, flying to his fupport. Don John at the 
fame time chufing four hundred of the flower of the regi- 
ment oi Sauliuia^ and, accompanied hy Lupo Fagoeroa^ and 
a body of the young grandees of Spain j made an attack on 
Haliy furrounded by four hundred janiffaries and one hun- 

> Maurocen. 1 . 6. ct Aut. citat. 

« 

(A) Matbarin was a knight Eaft ; infomuch, that for many 
«)f Jeru/alemy at this time in the years mothers ufed to frighten 
fervice of the pope. He had their children with the terror of 
formerly fpicad terror over the his xi^m^yThuan, /, 49./. 48. 
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dred arefers. The charge was given and received with great 
vigour : difpute was long, obftinate, and bloody 5 vic- 

tory for a^bng while appeared doubtful, and both fleets 
•feemed to r^r the ifluc of their differences to the event of 
the tingagement between the two admirals. AH befides 74- 
Tiicri were idle fpeilatorS ; and both parties laboured under 
the mofr terrible anxiety and fear for their comman3eis, 
while none thought of fupporting them, feemihg to look 
upon It as a trial of valour. At length Halt w’as killed, and 
his galley taken by Don ; but not without very confi- 
derablc lofs of officers and foldiers^". 

Now the fea, difcoloured with blood, was covered with 
floating mangled bodies. The (hips on both (ides were filled 
with the dreadful fpeflacle of heads, arms, and legs fe- 
vered from their bodies. Tlie sky was darkened with clouds 
of fmokc ; and the ears ftunned with the dreadful roar of 
cannon^^the Ihrieks of mifcrablc wretches perifliing by fire, 
by water, and the fword. . 

PAkTHU who had all this while been engaged in the Turks 
hotteff of the fight, was at laft feparated from his divifion, are defeat- 
and fingly encountered by four Venetian gallies. After he had ed ‘ivith 
maintained a (harp conteff till almoft his whole crew was prodii^tnus 
killed, he retired into a fmall yacht he had prepared ag.tin{l\Ar;;«/?/<r. 
extremities, and went oft from the battle, leaving all his va- 
luable effects a prey to the coiKjuerors, and throwing out 
terrible execrations againft Halt^ and thofe rafh counfellors 
who had reduced him to the neceflity of flight. Of all the 
Turkifl) divifion now only that under U!u%za!i remained. This 
cunning officer, pafling by Doria into tlic middle of the 
chriftian fleet, fo contrived matters that he could cither cir- 
gage or retreat at plcafure. But when he perceived, by the 
imperial flanclarcls being taken down, that Ha!i and Parthi 
were defeated, when the clouds of fmokc were difpellcd, that 
he could plainly fee the Turkijl) fleet deftroyed, and the Chrif* 
tians every where vidlorious, he then retired with precipita- 
tion. Some P'enetian gallies that lay next to him obfming 
his defign, attacked him with great courage, imagining they 
(hould be fupported by Doria, They were greatly inferior iii 
number and ftrength to Uhizzali, having Icif mfirc tliaii half • 
their complement of men in the former part of the action. 

However, determined to make up with courage what was 
wanting in power, the fight was maintained with fury, IJluz- 
zali dcrermining, at all hazards, to efcape, and the /enetians 
fighting with expeitation that the arrival of Dcria would foon 
• 

^ PaRUTA, 1 . 2. p. 2- 
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relieve them : in which they were deceived ; treache- 
rous admiral taking defignedly a long fweep, d^ ^-lot return 
until he thought the Venetians rnuft have be^ defeated, or 
the enemy fo weakened as to become an ea(y prey. Ofeferv- 
ing this condu^l, the Venetians placed their whole conhdence 
in iheir own bravery, and determined rather t^/die than 
cither yield or leave an open palTage to Uluzzalt. The efforts 
they made were incredible, and mch as the Turks could not 
have withffood had they not been greatly fuperior in number 
to thier fatigued enemies. At length Uluzzali broke through 
juft as Doria came up with a ferious intention of attacking 
the enemy ; but it was too late. A higl)^ Tea rifing prevented 
his purfuing them : however, after recovering two Venetian 
gallies, which UJuzzalPs fquadro#) was towing a-ftern, heftood 
for the reft of the fleet, having (hamefully ended a battle, 
otherways the moft glorious upon record ^ 

Such was the battle of LepantOy in which it is diVicuIt to 
lay whether Don John of Aujlriay Colonnay or Venieriy* proved 
themfelves the greateft foldiers and commanders. Certain it 
is, that nothing could exceed the vigilance, condufi, and in- 
trepidity of each. The Venetian divifion bad, indeed, fup- 
ported the greater burthen of the engagement, but that was 
owing not to the fault of Don John or Colonnay but to the 
treachery of Doriay who almoft the whole time kept alooif. 

The Turks likewife fought with incredible bravery, many 
gallics continuing the fight after almoft the whole crews had 
been killed : others funk and perilhed by fire rather than 
ftrike to the conquerors, and their fiercenefs remained after 
their power was extinguifhed. About one hundred and thirty 
of their gallies were taken, the reft of their fleet was either 
dafhed upon rocks, fwallowcd by the waves, or deftroyed by 
lire, excepting about thirty (hips which Vluzzali carried back 
to Conjlantinople. Twenty-five thoufand of their men were 
killed, among whom were their two chief admirals, with many 
other officers of the firft diftindlion ; many were drowned, 
and about three thouiand five hundred were taken prifoners. 
On the fide of the confederates fifteen gallies were loft, of 
U'hich ten were Venetian ; ten thoufand were (lain in the 
action or died of their wounds, which were unskilfully treated. 
Among the latter was Agojiino BarbarigOy whofe prudence, 
experience, moderation, and courage, could not exempt him 
from that fate which his country and allies greatly lamented. 
His death, fays Thuanusy was more than an equivalent for the 
lihi rry reftored by his bravery to one {houfand two hundred 

" Tuuax. 1. 50. t. 3. 
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chriftian captives in the Turkifli fleet. Other officers of note 
likewifeSfell ; but the grief on their account was abforbcd 
in the joy for the viftory, and mourning for the lofs 

of Barbarig^ 

• Next dayp while the confederates were bufied in taking 
of the wounded, a terrible ftorm arofe, which muft 
have been attenided with difmal confequcnces, had not Pro* 
videncc^rther difplayed her goodnefs in fecuring a fafeliar- 
bout for the chriflian fleet, owing to a grofs miftake the 
enemy committed in the beginning of the action. A per- 
fect reconciliation between Oon John and Venieri was effeft- 
ed : thefc warriors had difplayed to each other fo many vir* 
tues and noble actions, in the coufe of their late operations, 
that they were fired with a mutual elleem, which buried 
their former animofities in oblivion. Upon this occafion a 
council of war was fummonSd, in which it was rcfolved that, 
confideyng the number of the wounded, the fcarcity of pro- 
vifionsj and the fcafon of the year was now far advanced, 
the n/oft advifeable meafure was to lay up the fleet to the 
enfuing feafoa, when they could return with redoubled vi> 
gour upon adlion, after the feamcn and foldiers were refrefhed, 
and their {hips refitted. This rcfolution was by many people 
condemned as imprudent and unfeafonable. All was in con- 
fufion at Conjlantimpley the TurkiJJ) navy was intirely ruined, 
thfir coafls and iflands naked, deferted, and in the utmofi 
confternation, while the confederates rode triumphant in the 
Archipelago. By purfuing their advantages the haughty Selim^ 
it was confidently aflerted, muft havefued for peace before the 
fpring : nothing could have withftood an armament flulhed 
with fo glorious a viftory, much lefs an enemy drooping 
under their defeat, and defponding in adverfity as much as 
they tyrannized in profperity. The chief blame fell upon 
ZW/Vr/, as the republic was the moft iniercftcd in terminating 
the war : he ought, with all his might, to have oppgfed a 
meafure fo pernicious to his country, inftead of fupporting 
Don John^ who was the great promoter. His unwillingnefs Venieri 
to keep the fea was, by the ill-natured, attributed to his great taxid-u^uh 
tendernefs and care of a flight wound received in the leg, ^oivardko* 
which, fiiid they, made him tremble with horror at the fight 
of a weapon : but fuch reproaches were equally invidious and 
linjuft. Venieri too well knew the grudge the Spaniards bore 
the Venetians I the unwillingnefs with which they were 
brought to engage; and that nothing befidcs a prevailing 

o Maurocen. I. 6. Paruta, 1 . 2. Barom. fob. A. 1571- 
P Paruta, I. 2. Tkuan. hoc. cit. 
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notion that the Turks would refufc battle, could ha^^nduced 
them to advance io far as the gulph of LepflntOj^ne now 
faw with what emulation they beheld the.glorvjj^V republic 
* acquired, and with what joy they would embi^e any oppor- 
tunity of obfeuring the luflrc of her reputatiew, SuchallieS 
were not greatly to be relied on ; and to this rather than to^ 
his wound was the condudt of Vemeri to be akj^ed : in- 
dedti, it muft be acknowledged that his condufl m another 
refpc£t is lefs cxcufable. Filippo Bragadino had been fent by 
the fenate, before they were informed of the viflory, with 
thirteen large gallies, to reinforce the Venetian fquadron ; upon 
his arrival he found that the Turks were utterly defeated. La- 
menting his misfortune in lofiiig his fhare in fo glorious a vic- 
tory, herequefled of Venieri that he would permit him to purfue 
the flying enemy with fifty fail^ promifing to give a good 
account of them, and likewife of fpveral Turitjh provinces, 
which would probably h6 in the utmoft confternatjon after 
fuch a defeat. He ftrongly reprefented the advantage^f fuch 
an enterprize, and the probability of its fuccefs ; but V enieri 
was deaf to his remonii ranees, either from an apprehenfion 
of the dangers of the fcafon, or an unwillingnefs to commit 
that to the condud of another which he knew to be a duty 
incumbent on himfelf. Thus, between caution and en>ty, 
the faired: opportunity for ending the war that ever could 
offer iifelf was loft *1. 

Don John having refolved, agreeable to the refolution of 
the council of war, to feparate from the Venetians^ was in- 
treated by Venieri that an attempt fliould firft be made on 
Santa Maura* In compliance with this remonft ranee he dif- 
patched certain gallics to examine the ftrength and fituation 
of the place, and in what fpace of time it might probably be 
reduced. The captains of the gallies reported on their re- 
turn that probably fifteen or twenty days would finifti the en- 
terprize ; upon which he dropt the defign, faying that it was 
a paultry ifland, of too little confequcnce to the confederates 
to merit the expence and trouble. His influence prevailed.; 
and the whole fleet, without any farther undertaking, fet fail 
in company for the ifland of Corfuy where they divided their 
plunder and copquefts (B). From thence the ecclefiaflical 

^ Mavrocen. 1. 6. 

and 

(B) The fpoils were divided one hundred and tweiuy-cight 
in the foliowiitg manner : Fbi^ light artillery, with one thou- 
///, for his lhare, had fifty-eight (and feven hundred and thirteen 
gallies, fix ^;alliots, fixty-cight prifoners. ^ To the VenHlans 
large cannon, eight bembs, and was given a portion agreeable 
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and Splki^ fleet s retired to MeJJina^ which port, they entered 
in triumph. After their departure, Venieri took Margarit 
near Cor/hVgrahting their lives and liberty to the inhabi- 
tants, but boning and deflroying the citadel. Soppoto was 
m^vife feize? by the Albanians^ and put under the govern- 
m^t of Venice^ but it was foon recovered by &elim ^ 

The^ places were of little confequence; the opportu- 
nity of (Inking a decifive blow was now loll ; had the com- 
bined fleet but appeared ofF the Morea the Greeh would have 
been delivered from flavery. A general difafledion to the 
Turkijh government appeared among them, and they expefled 
nothing Tefs than the recovery of their liberty, as an imme- 
diate confequence of the vidtory of Lepanto : they requefted 
Don jehn that he would but approach fo near the (horc as 
to let his fhadow be feen in^the Morea^ which they faid was 
fufHcient to terrify the Turks into fubmiflion, and reftorc 
them t9 their prifline happinefs. Certain it is, that great ad- 
vanta^s might have been gained by a vigorous profccution 
of the terror they had (truck all over the Otboman empire. 
Inftcad of this, the time was confumed in vain-glorious 
triumphs, ovations, and ambaflies ^ (C). 

But the winter was employed on both Tides with fre(h pre- 
parations for the enfuing campaign : Selim was at Adriample 
when the news of the defeat arrived, upon which he fet out 


' Paruta, 1 . 2. p. 2. • Baro.n. Ecclef. fub. A. hoc. 


to the number and ftrength of 
their ihipping. They had for 
their fnajc forty-four gallics, a 
number of galliots and galeafles, 
one hundred and thirty-one 
pieces of cannon of various 
Tizes, with on^ thoufand one 
hundred and fixty-twoprifoners. 
That of his holinefs was the 
fmalleil, but the molt honoura- 
ble, as among his prifoners he 
reckoned Achmet and Mahomet^ 
the Tons of Halt. The eccle- 
fiaftical (hare amounted to 
twenty-one gallies, with a pro- 
portion of fmallcr vefTels, hfi^- 
fo^r pieces of artillery of diffe- 
rent (izes, and eight hundred 
and ci^ty-one prHbncrs. 
Paruta^ cit. Tht§n. 

(C) The^fephi of’PetJta 


feemed to entertain no unjofl 
notion of the mutual lodes of the 
Turks and Chridians. When 
the pope’s ambadador acquaint- 
ed him of the total dcflruiStion 
of the Turkijb lleet, he asked 
if there were no more trees in 
the Othoman dominions ? The 
ambadador anfwered • there 
were ; but ftill enlarged on the 
irreparable damage Selhn had 
fuitained, thinking thereby to 
induce the fophi to invade his 
dominions To all which this 
fagacious prince anfwered, that 
by deftroying SeltWa fleet the 
Chridians had cut off his beard; 
but they had Ipd an arm in 
loiing Cyprtfs. Baron, fu!\ 
hoc. Ah. 
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with the titmoft expe4itton to Ctn^ouim^ tb ral^eiit all 
tumults and difturbances, the fura oon&quence of^af^int- 
ments in the Oihman empire. Here he condufifmC wlA the 
affiftance of the wife his grand yfeis^ everything 

with fuch prudence, fpirit, am) refolution, that an was quiet: no 
revolts appeared among the janilTaries, and noting but a fpirit 
of revenge, and the utmoft diligence in equipping fleet^ 

in augmenting the garrifons on the coafts, caftitig otordnance, 
and other military preparations was beheld. Vbeazali’a recep- 
tion was, contrary to expedlation, extremely gracious. Seim 
thanked him for his bravery in the adlion, and prudence in 
bringing fafe back the divilion of the fleet under his care. In 
this he aded like a found politician t for Uluzxali^ infludice 
and chara£ler were at leaft equal to his abilities ; nor could 
any thing more encourage the ^oops than to have the com.- 
mander applauded, whofe cotuly^ had faved the only rem- 
nant of the Ttiriijh power ». i 

His holineis and the republic, on the other hand, ^.mitted 
nothing which could unite more ilrongly the prefent Confe- 
deracy, as well as increafe its power by the addition of new 
allies. The cardinal AUxandrino had confiantly reflded at the 
court of Philif^ to keep him Heady in his engagements, and 
to his weight was joined that of the f'enetiau reiident. As 
foon as advice of the vidlory arrived, they both waited on bi$ 
catholic majefty to congratulate him on fo glorious an eveht^ 
owing chiefly to the irrefiftible power of his majefty’s arm& 
Thence they proceeded to lay before him how foon the Othe- 
man empire might be cruihed by a feafonable and vigorous exr 
criion of the confederate power ; but Philip was Hill flow iq 
his meafures, and ready of his promUes. The war iq the 
Low CoHntries ; a threatening rupture with Pranu^ as well 
as a general diflike and jealouly of the Venetians that prevail^ 
in bis army, raifed. numberlefs difliculties, which, all. the addrefi^ 
of the pope and fenate found no piutfer to remov^ 
Penieri, that qo difputes pn his accouqt qiight arife, yrv dq- 
prived qf his command, and Fofiareni appointed by thttfeoate 
in his rooin. Immediately after his propiotioq he was di^ 
patched into Spam, with full powera to^ fettle whqt. ^an of 
operations was thought qecelTary byPj^Vf^ andPnn%i&sbf 
Aujlria. But the |irft Hep was to engage the Sfa^/aras hear- 
tily in the alliance $ in which Suranza, laboured udth the dlK'; 
uence and addrefe of an able and honeft mini^rf. An am- 
pafiador was likewife fent to the empbror to 
|q (nove him to bres^.tbe trjtce with ‘pte 

? Tuvan, ibid, H filjiVTA, ibid. 
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/r^wwlyban followed thither by the p^’s legate, who wa^ » n « 
no- sffiduoiB dian the fenate in fiirring'up a formidalde 
confederll^tagaihft the 7urh : but tbeir zeal was not attended m' 

. with the ex^dled fuccefs ; the emperor had too often ex* 
pt^rnced the power of the Turis^ to imagine it would finl p 
under one defeat, and the deflrudion of a nngle fleet. Theip 
great flwwgth and vaft rcfources of men and money, hon* 
fifled in the prodigious extent of their dominions on the con- 
tinent, and not in their commerce, fleets, or iflands. He 
therefore anfwered the ambafladors with aflurancea of a fincere 
regard for the pope and republic; but that his circumftancet 
would not admit of exhibiting proofs detrimental to his owtp 
inter^ and the good of the empire. His treafury, he faid, 
was low i breaking with the Turis would give the Proteflante 
an opportunity of railing itew difturbance;. In (hort, en- 
gaging in the confederacy would equally, he alledged, ex- 
pofi; hilown dominions to Turis and Chriftians, and at a 
time ^hen he was leaft able to rcflft either. He there- 
fore adviled the ambalTadors to apply to other princes, 
and particularly to the king of Poland^ whofe vicinity to the 
Otboman empire and power, would render hts alliance more 
valuable. Their endeavours he promifed tofecond with all his 
influence ; forwhich purpofe he fent an ambaflador to IVarfaw: 
bqt neither in Poland nor in RuJJia were their negotiations 
- fuccefsful ". 

At this time pope Pius the fifth died, and was fucceeded by 
Qregorj the thirteenth, whofe inclinations to the confederacy 
were not yet known. This was a real affli£lion to the 
vetians : it difeoncerted their meafurcs, as bis holinefs had 
warmly efpoufed their caufe againil the Turks^ and left 
nothing uneflayed to humble the pride, and reduce the power 
pf that empire. CoUtsaa had quitted Rosniy to get the fle^ 

: n readinefs, when an exprefi was fent after him to acquaint 
Aim with the pope’s death, and the expiration of his com- 
nifSon. Upon this he returned to congratulate Grtgery oj^ 
tis acceffion, and had the addre^ to procure himfelf conti- 
nued in the command, and the fprmer meafures embraced, 
pf which he immediately fent notice to Fenict : however, it 
' was the month of June before thefe armaments were ready^ to 
put to fea from Here too John of Aujifkt having 

aflemblcd certain JtaUan, Spamjh, 'and German legiments^ 
pmlwked them in a fquadron of twenty-two gatlies, which 
Jie dtfpatcbed to They were foon Joined by twenty* 

five g^lies under Suranzay wnom Fofeareni the admipl had 
• 

x T^van. ubi fnppi. 
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lent for the execution of fome enterprize. Surani^ agree- 
able fo his orders, laid his in(fru6lions before Gjpnna^ and 
Jndrada the Spanljh admiral. He found ColomaAzf^cr to en- 
ter upon afliion ; but Andrada full of grave ejj/ufes ind viMfc. 
maxims on the neceflity of deliberation. At length, bei;}g 
hard preffed by Colonna and Suranza, he replied, that his in- 
ftruflions forbad him to leave Corfu without farth«i^"ordcrs ; 
he expefted to be reinforced by the fleet colledting by Alvaro 
Bajfano at Mcfftna^ after which “he muft wait the iffue of the 
troubles in Navarre'^* 

^farreh UpON this the Venetians exclaimed loudly againft the Spa- 
between niards : they complained of being facrificed to the pride, 
Venc- the politics, and the jealoufy, if not the hatred, of Pbiltp and 
tian and his miniftry. Upon their great promifes, they faid, they had 
bpanilh engaged the republic in this wai^j yet, as foon as the feafon 
for adion arrived, their dilatorinefs and treachery left her to 
Ihift for herfelf. Under Doria^ the firft year of the vfer, this 
was apparently the cafe : nor were affairs altered mi^h for 
the better the following ; Famagojia was loft, and in confe- 
qucnce the kingdom of Cyprus^ before they were ready to put 
to fea; and afterwards, they were in a manner compelled 
and deluded into the moft glorious vidory that had ever been 
obtained over ihtTurkiJb power. The Venetians even afferted, 
that Don John^s condu6t had been blamed by the miniljry 
and greater part of Spanljh nation : they faid, that no ar- 
guments, no profpefls, no ambition, or thirft of glory, ought 
to have induced him to hazard a fleet upon the fafety of which 
fo much depended. So far did fome perfons carry this no- 
tion, as to aflert that he ought to have been puniftied for his 
temerity : but now, cried the Venetians^ the SpaniJlj condudi 
is too barefaced to leave any doubts of their inclinations to 
fee the republic impoveriflied and reduced by a war, of which 
flie is the chief fupport, and in which ftie is the chief fufterer. 
Their pretended apprchenfions of difturbances in Lombardy 
were too grofs to impofe on the fenate ; nor were thofe other 
cxcufes better founded, which fet forth the neceflity of pre- 
paring againft a change of mcafures in the confiftory, by the 
acceflion of a new pontiff : his holinefs’s views were obvious 
from his conduft. Upon the whole, the Venetians concluded, 
that jealoufy was the only fpring of aflion in the Spanijb ca- 
binet: is was, therefore, high, time to regard their own fe- 
curity, and break off an alliance produdivc of nothing but 
infamy, trerxhery, and poverty. For thefe reafons it was 
propoied, Uiid foon carried in the fenate, that M. Antonio Bar^ 

Paruta, 1.3. Tavan, 1.54 1. 3. 
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baro again renew his n^ottarions of peace with Ma^ Kc^otia- 
hornet tno^rand vizier, and bring things as near a crifis as rthns for'a 
he poflibly ti^uld, without actually concluding the treaty, un-. peacfhe- 
til he haa a(;jQuaint^ the republic of the terms granted. At the 
*the fame time it was decreed, to fend fohn Mkbacli ihto^""/^ tind 
Pfance^ and Antonio TiepoU into Spain^ both men of cxpe- 
rience a^d great eloquence. The bufinefs of the Hrft was to 
dilfuade his Chriftian majefty from breaking with Spaiu^ as it 
was currently believed he intended, both by affifling the pro- 
tcllants in the Netherlan/ls^ and by entering with an army into 
Lombardy. As for TiepoU^ his inllrudions were to excite Phi- 
lip to perform his engagements, and not to fiifFer a war, be- 
gun with great expedations, and conduced with fomc fuc- 
cefs, to languifli through indolence and inactivity 

BARBARO entered imi^cd lately upon the fubjcCl of his 
inftrudions with Mahofiiet : he found that fage miniiler 
equally inclined to peace, as he had always been averfe to 
a war with the republic. Thefe, notwithftanJing the great 
preparwions, were the general fentiments of the divan and 
the whole Turkijh empire ; however, jl'Juhof/tct deferred 
giving a conclufive anfwcr, until the arrival of the Fremh 
amballador the bilhop of Aix\ The trulh was, the Turkijh 
niiniftry carefully watched the progrefs of the confederacy, 
determining to take their mcafuics cither hoftile or pacific 
acctordingly. Before it was known that the emperor had rc- 
fiifed to break the alliance ; that the Spanijl) councils were 
as dilatory and fluggifli as formerly ; that the Polcs^ the Por- 
tuguefe^ and the Kujfiam^ had declined entering upon any en- 
gagements, they feemed to liften with pleafure to the refi- 
dent’s propofals. Afterwards, when the fentiments of ihofe 
diflerent courts came to .be known, and that the Venetiam 
alone mu ft fupport the whole war, they rofe in their de- 
mands, talked with the impei[ious air of conquerors, and in 
a ftraln fobig, that they feemed to have forgot their late dif- 
gracc. The confcqucncc was, that every profpeft of peace 
vaniflied, and the fenatc again determined to piofecute the 
war with all pofCblc vigour 

In the beginning of Cohnnawzs joined at Corfu by 
the reft of the ecclefiaftical fleer, on board of which were 
fcvcral of the young nobility of France^ who defired leave to 
fcrve.againft the under fo diftinguiflied an ofHcer as 

Colonna. Among others was CharFs Lorraine.^ marquis de 
Mayenne^ lirother to the duke of Guifg. This volunteer the 
Venetians complimented with the honour of nobility, the 

* y Tiiuan. h Maurocen. 1 . 8. 
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biglieft mtrfc of diilinOion the republic ever eont^ on' 4 
* foreigner. The whole fleet being joinedj they j^ fail for 
Gmmntztt where a furvey was uken of their which 

was found to amount to one hundred and forty e'aliies. Don 
yc^ had in the mean while left and wived at Pai 

iermt whence he difpatched letters to the confederates} 
quainiing them that his inftrud^ions were to.join^^hem as 
(pen as the ftorm apprehended from France was olown over. 
He flrongly recommended to Calonna to enter upon no enter* 
prize be/ore the- whole allied fleet was united. Again the 
Venetians uttered loud complaints againft this extraordinary 
method of proceeding : new obftnKSiona were eternally ralf- 
ing} and by that means the facred faith of treaties, if not 
openly broken, were at lead rendered unfruitful. It was now 
full time that the fleets ihould^be joined, if Dotijohn did 
not defire that Candia Ihould (bare the fame fata as Cypriu. 
Jndrada himfelf was fo confounded with their re{jroaches, 
and the barefaced condu£): of the miniflry, that he 

propofed the fleet (hould fail to join Don John. 

Mean time Tiepolit finding that the intention of bis in* 
ftrudions was effeSed before he arrived in France^ fet out 
without delay to the court of Philip. As all apprehenfions 
of an attack from Prance were removed, he imagined Phi- 
lip would ifow be aihamed longer to defer the jundion of the 
fleets. When he waited on the monarch, he laboured with 
all the arguments of reafon and oratory, to quicken the 
meafures ^ the court, and procure orders for Don Jabn'i 
entering upon adion, and eftablilbing a footing for. the win- 
ter in the Turkijh dominions. To all this the king anfwered 
with fmooth fpeeches and Toothing promifes. As to the win- 
tering it required deliberation, he faid, but he would return 
an anfwcr in a few days, which accordingly he did in 
the negative, calling it a ra(b, precipitate, and imprudent 
meafiire. 

No foonerwere the Venetians apprized of- Philip's aniwer, 
than their inclinations to peace grew fironger, and were en- 
creafed by the amb^ous/eply with which t^r ambaflador 
Michtli was difmilwd by the king and queen of France \ 
ynz. that the king beft knew his own affairs i however, that 
he would a£l no ways prejudicial to the common interefts of 
Chriflendomi or the particular intereft of the republic, whom 
he greatly valued and efteemed. This was in anfwer to the 
wUic inftrudions of Micbeli t but the real motive t£ ]MS;am> 
pafly was to procure the king’s mediation with by 

means of his minifter at the PorUy in which he fucceeded, 
his majefly promifing to engage heartily in the bufmefs, but 

ivith 
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with delicacy aftd fecrecy, to avoid giving urn* . 

txraM to^hiRp. 

During thefe nq^tiatiotts, the fleets as had been pro- 
'pofed by At^radoy fct fail from Corfu for Candia. When 
tk?y arrived at Ctphalonia Tome fcouts were fenc to bring intcU 
ligence^of the enemy : thefe foon returned with advice of 
their beiii^ in the gulph of Napoli^ in the Mona^ to the 
number of two hundred and twenty fail. Upon this the con- 
federates fleered to Cmgo^ where the enemy were defcried 
from the tops, and the fleet in confequence drawn up in or- 
der of battle. When they had approached fo near as to dif^ 
cover each other diftindly, the Turh fuddeiily changed their 
courfe, and, though greatly fuperior in ftrength, declined 
battle, after feme (hot ha j been exchanged : nor did the 
confederates care to purfue, contenting themfelves with the 
glory <4 having offered battle to Vluzzali. The ^urks fleer- 
ing wefleriy, the confederates fent an exprefs to Donjobny 
who jfc was fuppofed mud be arrived at Corfu^ to requeff that 
he would immediately join them with his fil'ty-three gallies, 
which would give the Ohriffians a fuperiority over the enemy. 
To haden this defign they turned their courfe tpwards Corfu^ 
in order to meet him on his way. Next day, oft Capo Moia^ 
pan^ they were again fccn by the Turks^ who, leaving off wa- 
tering, immediately prepared for battle. The combined fleet 
did not decline a^ion ; for crowding fail they bore down on 
the enemy with a favourable breeze, which ceafed before they 
came within fhot ; upon this the gallies were ordered to ufe 
their oars, and take the heavy fhips in tow. Uluzzalij in or- 
der to feparate the combined gallies from the heavy fhips, 
made a feint as if he declined battle : this had its cffcdl ; 
for Suranza ordered the gallies to part with the fhips in tow, 
and purfue the enemy. As foon as Uluzzali perceived them 
to be at a fufficient diflance for his purpofe, he ordered his 
rowers to pulh with all their might, which they did fo effec- 
tually as a^ually to divide the fleet. Suranza now perceived 
his error, and endeavoured to retrieve k : both he and Co- 
lonna attacked the Thrir with fuch fury on one fide, whiU 
the heavy fhips kept a brisk fire on the other, that XJtuTxali 
did not think fit to hazard a general action, or wait the fruits 
of his ftratagem« He flood aloof, and both the fleets oonti** 
nued for the fpace of two hours cannonading at a diflance, 
Witbbut coaling to clofe fight-, after which they each fleered 
a diffetent courfe, as if the engagement had bro^e off by mu- 
tual eonfent. 

this time &on John was arrived at Corfu^ from 
whence he fleered Co Lepanto ^ but the wind proving adverfe, 

he 
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he returned again to Corfu^ where he met with th^ exprels 
from Cahnna. Pardo^ who bore this commiflion, ^^quaiiUed 
his highnefs of the combined fleet’s having met lUffzzali^ and 
offered battle, which he believed they had f^ce accepted; 
from a brisk difeharge of artillQry he heard at fea, oi^is 
courfe to Corfu* Dan yohn was greatly difturbed at this ac- 
count, to bring certain advice of which he difpatoh^Td Bajfa- 
nOy with two galliots. Bufjmo foon difeovered a fleet a-head, 
and miflaking it for the Turkijh^ returned with the utmoft pre- 
cipitation to Corfuy where he put every thing in commotion 
by a falfe alarm, which w^as in vain contradicted by the 
neiian pilots on board, until the arrival of the chriflian fleet 
" next day confirmed the pilot’s affertion, to the great confu- 
Don John fion of Bajfano* Fofeareni had now joined the fleet with a 
joins the reinforcement ; fo that the confederates were eqiiaj in every 
eonfederate rcfpefl to the enemy. He and Colonna were for going 
feety and in queft of the Turks ; but Don Johiiy as if he haS direc^t 
takes the orders to oppofe every propofition for the honour and ir»tcrcft 
tomsnand. confederacy, was perpetually raifing new obftruclions. 

Among others, healledgcd, the /^<?w^//^?;idivi(ion was unfit for 
affion, on account of the fmall number of mariners on board. 
To this Fofeareni replied with indignation, that it would not 
appear to be fo from their having twice, without his aflif- 
tance, oflFered battle. Colonna^ interpofition and prudence 
prevented the breach from becoming wider, and obtained a 
refolucion in a council of war, that they (hould look out for 
the enemy ; that, for the greater expedition, the heavy 
fliips fhoold be Cent to Zanty there to wait further orders ; 
and in fhort, that every expedient (hould be ufed to redeem 
the time loft, and reftore the credit of the chriftian arms. 

Accordingly the whole fleet weighed anchor, and 
fleered for Cephalonia. Here they were informed, that fick- 
nefs prevailing among the Turksy had compelled Uluzzali to 
put into the port of ^aglia in a diftrefled condition. Fofea^ 
rent and Colonna were for attacking them without lofs of time, 
and the propofal was fo reafonablc, that Don John could not 
refufe his aflent. However, he found means to fruftrate the 
intention of the refolution by confuming two complete day^ 
in making unneceflfary difpolitions, and examining minutely 
the condition of each veflel. In vain did the other officers 
reprefent that the opportunity would be loft ; Don Johi calm- 
ly replied, that the events of battle were fo precarious that 
too much caution could not be ufed in guarding againft 
them. At laft he weighed, and the pilots bad ordeis to 
ftecr to Ahilon \ but whether by fecret direclions or miflake 
is uncertain, they brought the fleet to Rodoncu Here th^ 
4 were 
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were v^lly expofed to the enemy’s view, which put them 
upon uniting their fleet, which before lay in two diflerenC * 
harbours j^providing every thing againfl an attack, and tak-^ » 
ing fuch meafures as mufl greatly difconcert the Chriflians. / 
Cmnna was ^he firft who difeovered the miftakc; upbii 
wnich, without flaying for orders, he bore down upon a part y 
of the fleet that fell about a mile a-ftern. Here# he 

began an engagement, imagining he fhould be fupported by 
—the reft of the fleet: but finding no profpeft of relief, he 
retreated. Fofeareni did all in his power to prevail on Don other con- 
John either to permit him with his divifion to aflift Colonna^ 
or to advance with the whole combined fleet, both which he officers. 
peremptorily refufed. In this manner was the happy occafion 
loft of ruining xht'TurkiJh navy; after which warm difputes 
arofe concerning the plan ^ their future operations ^ It 
was on all hands agreed that Modon was to be attacked ; 
but Colotma and Doria difiered in the manner : the former 
was foe attacking it both by fea and land ; the latter with 
the lanQ forces only : each fupported their fentiments with 
ftrong arguments and equal vehemence : with Colonna fided 
the Venetians ; and with Dcria all the Spanijh officers. In 
thefe debates fo much time was loft, that Don John propofed 
returning to winter at Mejfma, This drove the Venetians into 
defpair : they railed without moderation or caution againft 
the* treachery of the Spaniards i they faid they were betr^ed 
to the enemy, and made the tools of their allies. Don John 
was cut with thefe reproaches, which he could not avoid, 
although he knew them to be juft. In his heart he approved 
the conduit of Colonna and the Venetians ; but his inflruitions 
tied him up from entering upon fuch enterprizes as were 
fuitable to his own fpirit and the common intereft. At laft 
the fleet was brought before Navarrinoy Vi'hicb he determined 
to batter, rather for want of any other reafonable meafure, 
than that he thought the place of confequence enough. The 
troops and cannon were landed, batteiies were crc(5led under 
the conduit of Bonello^ a celebrated engineer of Florence^ and 
every thing difpofed for a clofe aflault : but, by an omiffion 
of the befiegers, a body of five hundred chofen troops were 
thrown into the town. 

This mifeonduit, on ,the fide of the Chriflians was com- 
penfated by other blunders no lels groft committed by the 
Turks. baftiaw, and the beglerbeg of Greece^ having 

been apprized by Uluzzali fome months before of the proba- 
bility that the Chriflians would make a defeent on this place, 

^ Aut. cltat. ubi fupra. 
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iiOitl^thilandibg, to sfi^Wd ifi. Iliiy 
teaiON. The? hJd now (ndde fiwei^ iToltdd tb. rd- 

‘lieve the ga^/iion^ bia th^ Were retirid^ bjr tKe'Tiffidti^ of 
flM! roads and a yarlety 6f counctisi ' Tbefe tWo gedietak 
blanled Vheuiilr fbr not covc;riAg ‘thd filace with bis Aadt •, 
and (bis he knew Would be fumdent to aifgnce hiM with bV 
tinR At length Navarrifie was reduced to (be la&^ctretnity^ 
When fuddcnly a violent ftom of rain catnd on. Which con- 
tiouing for three days, greatly barralled thebefieged. This 
Incident afforded thc Spa^as an opportunity of abandon- 
hig an enterpriae, ini which they were never hearty, A coun-> 
ciiwas called, and Don retitonllrated in me ^hgeft 
terms the. neCeMy of railing the liege before ficktiek, the 
natural eonliiquetice of lying. up6n wet .grbund, aiid under 
deluges of rain, (houtd feize tfte 'trob^. T^fmeiUns, on 
the eonhary,. Oppofed this .refol'ution with all tbefr power : 
they laid it would bring eternardilgface on the cdhfederacy 
to mife the'fi^e, when the town 'was ready to furreOder for 
Watitpf neceSrles, and while the belwgers abounded with 
ttfovirions, men, and aihmunition : but Don ^oin petfiftcd 
lit his refolutioii. Which w?s accordingly put id ekeCution. 
What adds to the difgtace of the confederates is the diftrefs 
to which the army under the balhaw, the ffeet commanded 
by Vbatealu and the toWfl, were reduced. So far had XJfhz* 
‘au#s apprt^enfionS of receiving condigil punifhinent carried 
tdm, that be went off to Barborj with'tWen^-five fail, leav- 
ing the reff of the. ffedt. to ihift for tltemfelves. So ill in* 
fertfftxi was he of the chriftian Councils, that be imagined 
nothing could lave the place, for which hC doubted not but 
hb head muft beunlwemtde. In this idaiiher ended a cam- 
paign, which'pitoduced noting but dirgraCej altercation, and 
a prodigious mtpeoce, ^oGj^ the atlids rhight eafily have ter- 
itainatewflieWarhad they affed accbrding to theb ftnengtji, 
and wtdi the rcijuifite unaidpii^ and barmOhy *. 

. As footi as dbe ffcge was nii(i|4 the fiCets grated : Dph 
with die SjpaiHttfds retired to : Cthm with hb 
ohrlfioiliMbt oot dtrC^y for ; ' While the ^ineim^ admi- 
fo thegttl^ df Catharrdi tb make ad attempt qpon 
; viWWui^kie the Turh had yreded upon that cUaff ' It was 
!j£liQtoiAc^-aII Tides thei'i^ war would be relumed wittt the 
Ir^r earlf in ^ following fpritig, at tbd^i&e dme 
m Intgottaddns f^a pwife were going on between SeBm and 
f^ulbliCi by tneaA^ o| tfie Fnhch ambaflaclof* T^he Vine^* 

* Pakvta, I. j. Mav.ROCeh. 1. 9. Thuas. I. 54. " 
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Up^ to n^^i^ Jtoii^r^pon, faring the beft terms they could 
With the Gi^)id Sd^nipn This point was therefore diligently 
hl)ou;j(d'^ the whole Winter \ ,apd at length brought to an* 
Iflue 1el$/^pnjj3nant to the $irit and jufltice ot the republic^ 
.tjitfn to' .the cSrcumjllances of h affairs.^ Peace was con^ 
eluded jipon condteiodi, that as bright of conqueft, 

4 ntivarh^B 0 lrim\xi 'Albania^ 2SiiS6pp9t^ by treaty, (bould 
JUF ever ^ ceded to SfUm^ It was farther articled, that thirty 
thoufand crowns In *|^6Id ftould, at certain inftalments, be 
paid to Selim^ to reinYbuirfe him for the expences of the war ^ 
after which each Ihould be reftored to all their former pof- 
ipiSoos, the prifonerS exchanged, and the merchants reinflaced 
in their former privileges of commerce. Andrea Badoario was 
fent in qualfty of amb^ador from the repuMic to Conjlan- 
iimpU^ to confirm the treaQr, which wb ratified without 
cpnfultiqg his holinefs, and carefully concealed from ^Philtp^ 
until it was finally concluded. In their own defence, the 
urged the necefiity of a meafure wholly owing to 
PUlipj and the reluflance he had ever Ihewn to comply with 
his e^agements. This apology was fent to their ambafiadors 
at diiterent courts ; in which they warmly exclaimed againft 
the inaiiivity and even the treachery of Philips which had 
rcpilercd necefiary a ftep equally prejudicial to them, and ig- 
nominious to the chriftian arms. They affirmed, that inevi- 
table ruin hung over their heads, after having long fupported 
lingly an unequal war againft the ihoft powerful monarch 
on earth ; their treafury was now exhaufted j their men ^om 
out by fatigue and ficknefs s their ihips dimiitilhed in num- 
ber, and greater part unfit for fervice ; while the poverty 
bf the people, frpm a ftagnation of commerce, rendered 
them unablp to bear farther alTeffinents. They even endea- 
voured to pflove the expediency of this peace to the fafety of 
Italyy and of Europe in general ; arguing that if the repub- 
lic was deftroyed, Selim would then have the key of Chrijien* 
dpm in his own hand, and eafily extend his conquefts to the 
utmoft of his ambition ^ 

In order to quiet the pope^s clamours, Nicholao Ponti^ 
W man' of confiimmatc wifdom, erudition, and eloquence, was 
ietit to Pome i but his holineft, after denying him a private 
audience, difmifled him With a (harp reprimand delivered in 
the ccmfiftbry. However, 'Suranzoy the Venetian minjf^r a^ 
Adbdr^ tiiiQ better fortune. Either the politics of Pbilip 
. "required his being upon good terms with the republic, or bi$ 

* Maurocck. 1. lO. 
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confcioufners of giving birth to the meafures they were^xcuf- 
ing, made him willing to admit of their apology. After re** 
f eiving Suranzo with the greateil afFability, he told^im^ that 
only his attachment to religion, his anedlion w the re* 
public, and regard to the pope’s intreaties, hsri induced hini 
to take arms againft the Turks : that it was but reafonamo 
the j’epublic fhould be permitted to know her own^tereft. 
She was principal in the war, and he^ as an ally only, ought 
to be fatisfied with fuch terms as (he chofe to accept : fu^ 
(icient it was for him, he faid, that he had given proofs of his 
friendfhip to Veniccy and of his zeal for the fupport of the 
chriftian religion. With this anfwer, Suranxo was difmilled, 
his catholic majefty condu£ting himfelf upon this occaiion 
with an uncommon moderation, fcarcely confident with the 
high hand he bore during the,}var 

In this manner was the year 1573 confumed in negotia- 
tions and treaties, while the republic was at all the «expence 
of a vigorous war by maintaining large (leet;s and numerous 
garrifons. The conjectures of the divan upon the Vudden 
rcfblution of the fen ate to fue for peace were various. Some 
.imagined that a deep defign lay concealed under the pretence 
of moderation ; and that nothing iefs than an intention of 
feizing the iird opportunity of glutting their revenge, could 
oblige the fenatc fo eafily to part with Cyprus and the 
cities ceded by the treaty. Rumours of this nature prevailed 
for feveral months, and forced the republic to repofe little 
confidence in a peace fo ill founded. 

At length they were eafed of their apprehenfrons by dif- 
patches from Bodoarioy with a full confirmation of all the ar- 
ticles of the treaty, ratified by the hand and feal of the Grand 
Seignior. Upon this the fenate aflembled, and refolved to 
acquaint all their rcfidents at foreign courts of the event. An 
immediate refpiic from the fatigues of war and preparations 
for a vigorous refidance enfued, and the republic was once 
more rcitored to tranquility ; yet did Selim continue aug- 
menting his armies and fleet, which gave umbrage and fuf- 
picion to fome of the more cautious members of the fenate : 
others, indeed, imagine that Selim propofed renewing the 
war with Spain in j^rica. The fecret grudge he bore to 
Philipy both on account of his perfecuting the MoorSy and 
acceding to the late alliance tooppofehim, rendered this opi- 
Tuikifli nion extremely probable. It was foon confirmed by the arri- 
ambaffa- val of a TurhJJ) ambaffador, who, in a fecret audience, ac- 

dor cuntis quainted the doge and council that his infliudlions were to 
te Vcmce. “ 
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make an^flFer of all the Othoman forces to curb the infolence 
of Philips revenge the affronts fuftained by the republic, and 
reduce thaiKbaugh^ monarch within reafonable limits. He 
then launch^ out into feverc invedives againfl: the Catholic 
king^ bitterly reproaching him with perfidy, ambition, and 
tyranny. ‘ Who, faid he, can doubt that the Turkijh en^- 

* pire.moft Jiave fufiered greater damages from the Fenetmn 

* bravery, unicfs it had been fapped, betrayed, and checked 

the policy and envy of Philip ? Who doubts but the 

* ultimate views of his cabinet terminate in univerfal mo- 
^ narchy, and the deftru£tion of chrifiian liberty. This, faid 

* he, SeUtn perfedily well knows, and generoufly offers hinw 
^ felf to Hem the torrent of ambition, and fhield innocence 

* and freedom. The virtue of the Venetians has made him 

* forget that they were lately his enemies. Great minds arc 

nited, and their differences, like the quarrels of lo** 
fetve only the more firmly to rivet their affedlions. 

* Selim wants not to enlarge his territories ; he afpires no( 

* after donquefts. The burthen of his dominions, fo widely 

* extended from Weft to Eaft, is already too great for mor- 
^ tal man to fupport. Whatever his arms fliall fubdue, the 

* Venetians may look upon as the property of the republic : 
^ their wife government merits more extenfive diftrids, if it 

* were only to cncreafe the happine^ of mankind.’ He then 
exhorted them not to lofe fb favourable an opportunity of 
glory, of wealth, and of eftablifhing their government on 
the moft fecuic foundation j of trampling u^>on ufurpation, 
and Handing up in defence of freedom *•. With fuch blandifh* 
ments did the Turk endeavour to flatter her paffiofns, and lead 
the republic into his mafter’s views, by a gentle compulfion ; 
but the fenate was not to be catched by fweet words, and 
foothed into meafures ruinous of the peace they had fo lately 
purchafed ; for to them the affair was referred by the council 
of ten (A). It w’as not doubted but the inicniion of this am- 
bafiy was to found the inclinations of the republic towards 
Philip, to fow the feeds of difeord among the chriftian 

Maurocen^ 1 . lo. Thuan. ]. 54. 

j( A) It is ufual at Penice that the doge, then the ambaffidor 
ambalTadors hrft lay their in< is introduced to the council di 
ilru£lions before the couiicil of died or reu. .If the affair in 
ten, who, in moft cafes deter- queftion be of great importance, 
.mine upon the anfwer of the it is then carried to the fenace, 
republic without consulting the and there ilett-nnineJ, Maurocen, 
fenate. The common form is, /. 12. ^.476. 
firft an audience is obtained of 
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powers^ and cut off all hopes of any future conrederacy ' 
againft the Porte. The fenate, therefore* refolved to couch 
•their anfwer in as obliging but general terms poflibl^: 
they expreffcd their warm fenfe of the honour do <e them oy 
life friendftip of fo mighty a prince ; but, thc}^ faiJ, )thatnthe 
grievances againft Philip were not fufficientV ground for^a* 
rujirure, to which they could have no other induc^nncnt than 
their defire of complying with every requeft of Selim. It was ‘ 
evident, from the reply of the ambaffador, that he was litxls^ 
Satisfied with the iffue of his million : however, the fenate ‘ 
adhered to their anfwer, and he was difmiffed with a magni- 
ficent prefent. 

Soon after his departure, it Was known, that Selim had re* 
folved upon an expedition \hio Africa \ upon which orders 
were fent to Marco ^irini the admiral, not to augment the 
fleet in Camha^ and only to retain ten gallies in commiffion, 
for the fecurity of commerce. All the new levies \vere dif- 
banded* and every poilible flop taken to eafe the . oppreflion 
under which the poor had long groaned. 

PHILIP^ in the mean while, was making mighty prepa- 
rations, which created fufpicion that he would attempt fome- 
thing againft the republic, in revenge of the feparate peace 
made with Sciim. John of Aujiria had paffed from Genoa to 
Milan in a fcciet manner, where he held frequent confulta- 
tions with Alexander Farnefe duke of Parma \ in confequehee 
of which fold t i’b were levied, cannon caft, and other war- 
like preparations fet on foot in the heart of Italy^ which 
could not fail of exciting the jealoufy of the fenate. To 
fliew they were not ignorant of the trranfaflion, inftruflions 
were fent to Contareni^ governor of Verona^ to go dircdlly to 
Milan^ and compliment Don ^ohn in the name of the repub- 
lic. i\\ery precaution for the fecurity of the Venetian territo- 
ries was taken: the gaiiifons of Bergamefe viqxc aug- 
mented, and ftores laid in of provifion, ammunition, and 
other nccefl'aries. Governors, in whofc fidelity the fenate 
might confide, were appointed, and the fafety of Bergamo 
in particular provided for by a body of the rich citizens, who 
had ever fhewn ihcir affe^ion and loyalty to the republic, 
by new fortifications and other alterations, fufficient to evince 
that it could not be attacked in a defencelefs condition $ yet 
were thefe preparations made with fo much prudence as gave 
no caufe of offence *. 

PHILIP ^ in the mean time, had the melancholy profpeft 
ef two formidable wars : one againft the Mnors in Afiica^ ‘ 

. t 

® Aut. citat. ubi fiipra. 
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fupported by the whole ftrength of the Othoman empire ; and 
the other with his own fubjeds in the NMerlands* Hence 
[mceededkhis inability to difturb the peace of whatevei; 
f^ht be lis inclinations to revenge himfelf on the republic. 
1 • qpigt ^elapprehenfions of the republic, he therefore 
^ders^ hisZ-efidenc at Venice^ Guzman de Silva^ to 
the mdft (plemn afliiraoces to the doge and fenate, thal/the 
levies in Lombardy were not intended to deftroy the repofe of 
of which he was at this time particularly defirous : that 
Don yohn's negotiations at Milan related Iblely to the diftur- 
bances in the Low Countries : that no credit was to be given 
to the reports of thofe who, from a bufy difpofition, were 
always blowing up the embers of contention among princes : 
that his afFe<Siion for the republic was confirmed by number- 
lefs telfi monies of hearty fri^ndfliip, and her fecurity at this 
time infured by the circumfiances of his affairs, fince nothing 
could be more impolitic than encreafing the number of his 
enemies. To this he added, that found policy required a mu- 
tual confidence, fince nothing could be more prejudicial to 
both than a rufpicious and lukewarm friendfliip. De Silva 
enforced his inilru6l;ioiis with all the graces and power of 
oratory, in a laboured oration he delivered to the council, to 
which a fuitablc anlwer was returned. 


End of the Twenty-seventh Volume. 







